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INTRODUCTION. 



THE diftrefs of prifoners, of which there arc few who have not fome imperfect 
idea, came more immediately under my notice when I was fheriff of the county 
of Bedford * ; and the circumftance which excited me to activity in their behalf was^ 
the feeing, fome — who by the verdid of juries were declared not guilty, fome — on whom 
the grand jury did not find fuch an appearance of guilt as fubjeftcd them to trial; and 
fome — whofe profecutors did not appear againft them ; — after having been confined for 
months, dragged back to gaol, and locked up again till they Ihould pay Jundry fees ta 
the gaoler, the clerk of aflize, &c. 

In order to rcdrefs this hardlhip, I applied to the juftices of the county for a falary 
to the gaoler in lieu of his fees. The bench were properly affedted with the grievance, 
and willing to grant the relief defired: but they wanted a precedent for charging the 
county with the expence. I therefore rode into feveral neighbouring counties in fearch 
of one; but I foon learned that the fame injuftice was pra&ifed in them ; and looking 
into the prifons, I beheld fcenes of calamity, which I grew daily more and more anxious 
to alleviate. In order therefore to gain a more perfect knowledge of the particulars and 
extent of itj by various and accurate obfervation, I vifited mod of the county gaols in 
England. 

Seeing in two or three of them fome poor creatures whofe afpeft was Angularly 
deplorable, and afking the caufe of it, the anfwer was, <c they were lately brought 
from the bridewells." This ftarted a frefh fubjeft of inquiry. I refolved to infpeft 
the bridewells : and for that purpofe travelled again into the counties where I had 
been; and, indeed, into .all the reft; examining houfes of correction, city and town gaols. 
J beheld in many of them, as well as in the county gaols, a complication of diftrefs ; 

* In 1773. 
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but my attention was principally fixed by the gaol-fever and the fmall-pox, which I faw 
prevailing to the deftruftion of multitudes, not only of felons in their dungeons, but 
of debtors alio. 

The gaol-fever is no new fubjed of complaint. Stow, in his Survey r , mentions *, 
that " in the year 1414, the gaolers of Newgate and Ludgate dyed, and prilbners in 
Newgate to the number of fixty-four." And fpeaking of the King's Bench prifonf, 
fays, that in the fix years preceding the year 1579, one hundred prilbners died there: 
and twelve between Michaelmas and March of the laft mentioned year, " through 
a certain contagion called the ficknefs of the houfe " and I fhall prefently have occafion, 
among the fatal effects of this diftemper propagated from prifons, and infeding many 
abroad, to mention another ancient inftance of that fort alfo. Thefe effeds are now fo 
notorious, that what terrifies moft of us from looking into prifons, is the gaol-diftemper 
fo frequent in them. 

Upon this fubjed I was examined in the Houfe of Commons in March 1774: when 
I had the honour of their thanks. Soon after that, Mr. Popham, member for Taunton, 
repeated the humane attempt which had mifcarried a few years before j and brought in 
a bill for the relief of prifoners who fliould be acquitted — refpeding their fees ; and 
another bill for preferving the health of prifoners, and preventing the gaol-diftemper. 
They both pafied, that fefiions : thefe two ads I had printed in a different charader, 
and fent them to the keeper of every county gaol in England. By thofe ads, the tear 
was wiped from many an eye s and the legiflature had for them n the bleffmg of many 
that were ready to peri/h." 

T*he great honour done me by the Houfe has excited the curiofity of fome to inquire 
what fa£ls I had colleded. This is one reafon of the prefent publication : but it is 
not the only, nor yet the principal one. There are ftill remaining, many dilbrders that 
ought to be rectified : prifoners fuffer great hardfhips, from which I am defirous that 
they /hould be fet free : the gaol-fever is not, as I am perfuaded it may be, totally 
eradicated. Thefe are my motives for printing this book. I think it will lhew plainly, 
that much is yet to be done for the regulation of prifons ; and I am not without hope, 
that the legiQature will finifh what was fo laudably begun. 

I was called to the firft part of my tafk by my office as Iheriff. To the purfuit of it 
I was prompted by the forrows of the fufferers, and love to my country. The work 
grew upon me infenfibly. I could not enjoy my eafe and leifure in the negled: of an 
opportunity offered me by Providence of attempting the relief of the miferable. The 
attention of parliament to the fubjed, led me to conclude that fome additional labour 
would not be loft ; and I extended my plan. The difficulty I found in fearching out 
evidence of fraud and cruelty in various articles, together with other real fources of 
diftrefs, obliged me to repeat my vifits, and travel over the kingdom more than 
once : and after all, I fufped that many frauds have been concealed from me and 

* Vol.1./. 19. + Vol.IL /. 18. 
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that fometimes the intereft of my informants prevailed over their veracity. Befides, as 
I had in my firft jonrnies gathered, from fafts and experience, proofs of the mifchievous 
effects of the want of cleanlinefs and frefti air, I had in my latter vifits thefe ftrong 
arguments to enforce my perfuafions; and, in confequence, fome gaolers grew at laft 
more mindful and complying, for the fake, not only of their prifoners, but of themfelves 
and their own families. 

It was not, I own, without fome apprehenfions of danger, that I jirfi vifited the 
prifons ; and I guarded myfelf by fmelling to vinegar, while I was in thofe places, 
and changing my apparel afterwards. This I did conftantly and carefully when I 
began j but by degrees I grew lefs attentive to thefe precautions, and have long fince 
entirely omitted them*. On account of the alteration made by the aft for preferring 
the health cf prifoners, one may now look into many a prifon without gaining an idea 
of the condition it was in a few years ago. I wifh the reformation to be not for the 
prefent only, but lading. If the motive for amendment has any where been merely 
temporary, there is no doubt but the eflfeft will ceafe with the caufe : thofe who from 
fuch inducement have obeyed, will in future follow the example of others who have 
difregarded the law ; and prifons that have been amended, will relapfe into their former 
ftate. 

As to what is ftill wrong, I fet down matter of faft without amplification; which 
would in the end rather impede than promote the objeft of my wifties; that is, the 
correftion of what is really amifs. 

The journies were not undertaken for the traveller's amufement; and the collections 
are not publiftied for general entertainment $ but for the perufal of thofe who have it in 
their power to give redrefs to the fufferers. 

The writer begs his reader to excufe the frequent egotifms; which he did not know 
how to avoid, without ufing circumlocutions that might have been more difgufting. 

* I have been frequently afked what precautions I ufe, to preferve myfelf from infection in the prifons 
and hofpitals which I vifit. I here anfwer, next to the free goodriefs and mercy of the Author of my being, 
temperance and cleanlinefs are my prefervatives. Trufting in Divine Providence, and believing myfelf 
in the way of my duty, I vifit the moll noxious cells; and while thus employed, " / fear no f^/V."— 
1 never enter an hofpital or prifon before breakfalt, and in an offenfive room I feldom draw my breath 
deeply. 
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THERE are prifons, into which whoever looks will, at firft fight of the people 
confined, be convinced, that there is fome great error in the management of 
them: their fallow meagre countenances declare, without words, that they are very 
miferable. Many who went in healthy, are in a few months changed to emaciated 
dejected objefts. Some are feen pining under difeafes, <Q J?ck 3 and in p'ijon" expiring 
on the floors, in loathfome cells, of peftilential fevers, and the confluent fmall-pox: 
vidlims, I muft not fay to the cruelty, but I will fay to the inattention, of IherifFs, and 
gentlemen in the commiffion of the peace. 

The caufe of this diftrefs is, that many prifons are fcantily fupplied, and fome almoft 
totally deftitute of the neceflaries of life. 

There are feveral bridezvells (to begin with them) in which prifoners have no allow- 
Food. ance of Food at all. In fome, the keeper farms what little is allowed them : and where 
he engages to fupply each prifoner with one or two pennyworth of bread a day, I have 
known this fhrunk to half, fometimes lefs than half the quantity, cut or broken from 
his own loaf. 

It will perhaps be alked, does not their work maintain them ? for every one knows 
that thofe offenders are committed to hard labour. The anfwer to that queftion, though 
true, will hardly be believed. There are few bridewells in which any work is done, or 
can be done. The prifoners have neither tools, nor materials of any kind : but fpend 
their time in floth, profanenefs and debauchery, to a degree which, in fome of thofe 
houfes that I have feen, is extremely (hocking. 

Some keepers of thefe houfes, who have reprefented to the magiftrates the wants of 
their prifoners, and defired for them neceflary food, have been filenced with thefe 
inconfiderate words, Let them work or fiarve. When thofe gentlemen know the former 
is impoflible, do they not by that thoughtlefs fentence, inevitably doom poor creatures 
to the latter ? 

I have 
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I have afked fome keepers, fince the late aft for preferring the health of prifoners, 
why no care is taken of their fick: and have been anfwered, that the magiftrates tell 
them the aft does not extend to bridewells *. 

In confequence of this, at the quarter fefflons you fee prifoners, covered (hardly 
covered) with rags ; almoft familhed ; and fick of difeafes, which the difcharged fpread 
where they gOi and with which thofe who are fent to the county-gaols infe£t thefe 
prifons. 

The fame complaint, want of food, is to be found in many county gaols. In above 
half thefe, debtors have no bread ; although it is granted to the highwayman, the 
houfe-breaker, and the murderer: and medical afliftance, which is provided for the 
latter, is withheld from the former. In many of thefe gaols, debtors who would work 
are not permitted to have any tools, left they ftiould furnifli felons with them for efcape 
or other mifchief. I have often feen thefe prifoners eating their water-foup (bread 
boiled in mere water) and heard them fay, " We are locked up and almoft ftarved to 
death." 

As to the relief provided for debtors by the benevolent aft, 32d of George II. (com- 
monly called the lords a<5t, becaufe it originated in their houfe) I did not find in all 
England and Wales (except the counties of Middlefex and Surrey) twelve debtors who 
had obtained from their creditors the four-pence a day, to which they had a right by 
that aft. The means of procuring it were out of their reach. In one of my journies I 
found near fix hundred prifoners, whofe debts were under twenty pounds each : fome of 
them did not owe above three or four pounds : and the expence of fueing for the aliment 
is in many places equal to the fmall debts •> for which fome of thefe prifoners had been 
confined feveral months. 

At Carlifle but one debtor of the forty-nine whom I faw there in 1774, had obtained 
his groats : and the gaoler told me, that during the time he had held that office, which 
was fourteen years, no more than four or five had received it 3 and that they were foon 
difcharged by their creditors neglefting to pay it. No one debtor had the aliment in 
York caftle, Devon, Chelhire, Kent, and many other counties. The truth is, fome 
debtors are the moft pitiable objefts in our gaols. 

To their wanting neceflary food, I muft add not only the demands of gaolers, &c. 
for fees; but alfo the extortion of bailiffs. Thefe detain in their houfes, (properly 
enough denominated fpunging-boitfes ) at an enormous expence, prifoners who have 
money. 1 know there is a legal provifion againft this oppreffion ; but the mode of 
obtaining redrefs (like that of recovering the groats) is attended with difficulty: and 
the abufe continues. The rapine of thefe extortioners needs fome more effectual and 

* If the late aft does not include bridewells, it is required, by an acl 7th James I. Cap. IV. that " the 
f# matters and governors of — houfes of corre&ion (hall have fome fit allowance — for the relieving of fuch as 
u ZhaJl happen to be weak and fick in their cultod)^ ,, 

eafy 
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eafy check : «no bailiff fhould be fuffered to keep a public houfe ; the mifchiefs occafioned 
by their fo doing, are complained of in n^any parts of the kingdom *. 

Here I beg leave to mention the hard cafe of prifoners confined on exchequer pro- 
cefles; and thole from the ecclefiaftical courts: the latter are excluded from the privi- 
lege of bail 3 and the former, generally, from the benefit of infolvent ads. 

Felons have in fome gaols two pennyworth of bread a day ; in fome three halfpenny- 
worth; in fome a pennyworth; in fome none: the particulars will be feen hereafter in 
their proper places. I often weighed the bread in different prifons > and found the 
penny loaf feven ounces and a half to eight ounces, the other loaves^^^^^^rtion. 
It is probable that when this allowance was fixed by its value, near double" the quan- 
tity that the money will now purchafe, might be bought for it f : yet the allowance 
continues unaltered: and it is not uncommon to fee the whole purchafe, efpecially 
of the fmaller fums, eaten at breakfaft \ which is fometimes the cafe when they 
receive their pittance but once in two days : and then on the following day they 
muft faff. 

This allowance being fo far fhort of the cravings of nature, and in fome prifons 
leflened by farming to the gaoler, many criminals are half ftarved : fuch of them as at 
their commitment were in health, come out almoft familhed, fcarce able to move, and 
for weeks incapable of any labour. 
Water. Many prifons have no Water. This defedt is frequent in bridewells, and town gaols. 

In the felons courts of fome county-gaols there is no water: in fome places where there 
is water, prifoners are always locked up within doors, and have no more than the keeper 
or his fervants think fit to bring them : in one place they were limited to three pints a 
day each : a fcanty provifion for drink and cleanlinefs 1 
Air. And as to Air> which is no lefs neceffary than either of the two preceding articles, 

and given us by Providence quite gratis^ without any care or labour of our own $ 
yet, as if the bounteous goodnefs of Heaven excited our envy, methods are contrived 
to rob prifoners of this genuine cordial of life y as Dr. Hales very properly calls it : I 
mean by preventing that circulation and change of the falutiferousfluid, without which 
animal* cannot live and thrive. It is well known that air which has performed its 
office in the lungs, is feculent and noxious. Writers upon the fubjeft fhew, that a 
hogfliead of air will laft a man only an hour: but thole who do not choofe to confult 

■ By the ftatute 32J Ceorgc II. it is enafted, that No fheriff, bailiff, &c —(hall convey any perfon 
ct arretted— to any public vi&ualling or other drinking-houfe— without the confent of the perfon fo arretted.'' 
Now if the bailiff himfelf keeps a public houfe, this feems to preclude the debtor's choice ; he muft go to a 
public houfe, or direclly to gaol. 

f In 1557, a penny loaf of wheat bread weighed twenty-fix ounces. In 1782, the weight of a twopenny 
white loaf, at London, was eighteen ounces ; at Edinburgh, nineteen ounces and a half ; at Dublin, fixteen 
ounces ; in September 1783, at London, one pound three ounces ; and the 4th of Auguft 1783, in Dublin, only 
eleven ounces three drachms. 

philofophersj 
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hilofophers, may judge from a notorious fa£t. In 1756, at Calcutta in Bengal, out of 
a hundred and feventy perfons who were confined in a hole there one night, a hundred 
and fifty-four were taken out dead. The few furvivors afcribed the mortality to their 
want of frefh air ; and called the place Hell in miniature. 

Air which has been breathed, is made poifonous to a more intenfe degree, by the 
effluvia from the fick, and what elfe in prifons is offenfive. My reader will judge of 
its n^BBta^whcn I allure him, that my clothes were in my firjl journies fo offcn(ivc> 



malignity, w 
c in a po ! 



that iH^^^^Aaifc I could not bear the windows drawn up - f and was therefore obliged 
to trav^^^^Honly on horfeback. The leaves of my memorandum-book were often 
fo taintea^fflBt I could not ufe it till after fpreading it an hour or two before the fire: 
and even my antidote, a vial of vinegar, has, after ufing it in a few prifons, become 
intolerably difagreeable. I did not wonder that in thofe journies many gaolers made 
excules ; and did not go with me into the felons wards. 

I learn from a letter to Sir Robert Ladbroke, printed in 177 1, page 11, that " Dr. 
Cf Hales y Sir John Pringle, and others have obferved, that air, corrupted and putrefied, 
tc is of fuch a fubtile and powerful nature, as to rot and diffolve heart of oak; and that 
u the walls of buildings have been impregnated with this poifonous matter for years 
" together*." 

From hence any one may judge of the probability there is againft the health, and life, 
of prifoners crowded in clofe rooms, cells, and fubterraneous dungeons, for fourteen or 
fifteen hours out of the four-and-twenty. In fome of thofe caverns the floor is very 
damp : in others there is fometimes an inch or two of water : and the ftraw, or bedding, 
is laid on fuch floors; feldom on barrack-bedlteads. Where prifoners are not kept in 
under-ground cells, they are often confined to their rooms, becaufc there is no court 
belonging to the prifon, which is the cafe in many city and town gaols: or becaufe the 
walls round the yard are ruinous, or too low for fafety: or becaufe the gaoler has the 
ground for his own ufe. Prifoners confined in this manner, are generally unhealthy. 
Some gaols have no Sewers or vaults; and in thofe that have, if they be not properly Jewerj 
attended to, they are, even to a vifitant, offenfive beyond cxprcflion : how noxious then 
to people conllantljxoniined in thofe prifons f ! 

One caufe why the rooms in fome prifons are fo clofe, is the winctow-tdx which 

• See alfo the PhikfopbUal 7Vanf«aions 9 Vol. XL VII L Part L page 42. 

f An aft made In Ireland the 3d year of his prefent Majefty, for better preventing the feveritics, &c. ?> 
has the following claufe : " Whereas many infectious diforders are daily produced by the confinement of 

numbers in clofe prifons, whereunto there is no back-yard adjoining, and the lives of his Majc fly's fub- 
<f je&s are endangered by the bringing of prifoners into public ftreets for air ; be it enacted — that every 
" grand jury at the aflizes or quarter fcfiions — may be enabled, and they are hereby required and directed ^ 
* s to contract either by leafe, or to purchafe a piece of ground next adjoining the gaol, or a.s near as con- 
'* veniently can be had thereto, and caufe to be erected neceifary houfes, and a wall fuiheient for the fecutity 
" of the faid prifoners." 

7 - the 
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the gaolers have to pay : this tempts them to ftop the windows, and ftifle their 
pri loners -\ 

Bedding. In many gaols, and in moft bridewells, there is no allowance of Bedding or fir aw 
for prifoners to flcep on ; and if by any means they get a little, it is not changed for 
months together, fo that it is offenfive and almoft worn to duft. Some lie upon rags, 
others upon the bare floors. When I have complained of this to the keepers, their 
juftification has been, « The county allows no ftraw; the prifoners have rj^e but at 
my coft." 

The evils mentioned hitherto affeft the health and life of prifoners. I have now 
Morals. to complain of what is pernicious to their Morals ; and that is, the confining all forts 
of prifoners together: debtors and felons, men a'nd women, the young beginner 
and the old offenders and with all thefe, in fome counties, fuch as are guilty of 
mifdemeanors only; who ihould have been committed to bridewell to be correfted, 
by diligence and labour; but for want of food, and the means of procuring it in 
thofe prifons, are in pity fent to fuch county gaols as afford thefe offenders prilbn- 
allowance. 

Few prifons feparate men and women in the day-time. In fome counties the gaol is 
alfo the bridewell : in others thofe prifons are contiguous, and the court-yard common. 
There the petty offender is committed for inftru&ion to the moft profligate. In fome 
gaols you fee (and who can fee it without forrow) boys of twelve or fourteen eagerly 
liftening to the ftories told by pra&ifed and experienced criminals, of their adventures, 
fuccefle$ 3 Itratagems, and efcapes. 
Lunatics. I mnft here add, that in fome few gaols are confined idiots and Lunatics— Thefe 
ferve for fport to idle vifitants at aflizes, and other times of general refort. Many of 
the bridewells are crowded and offenfive, becaufe the rooms which were defigned for 
prifoners are occupied by the infane j\ Where thefe are not kept feparate, they difturb 
and terrify other prifoners. No care is taken of them, although it is probable that by 
medicines, and proper regimen, fome of them might be reftored to their fenfes, and to 
ufefulaefs in life. 

I am ready to think, that none who give credit to what is contained in the foregoing 
c j aol- pages, will wonder at the havock made by the Gaol- fever. From my own obfer- 
vations in 1773, 1774 and 1775, 1 was ful, y convincedM^™ny more prifoners 
were deltroyed by it, than were put to death by all the public executions in the 

* This 19 alfo the cafe in many work-houfes and farm-houfes, where the poor and the labourer are lodged 
in rooms that have no light, nor frclh air : which may be the caufe of our peafants not having the healthy 
ruddy complexions one ufed to fee fo common twenty or thirty years ago. The difference has often ftruck 
me in my various journies. 

t See Irilh Aft, the 3d of George III. p. 478. where fuch perfons are required to be kept feparate. 

^ kingdom. 
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kingdom ft This frequent effett of confinement in prifon feems generally underftood, 
and lhews how full of emphatical meaning is the curfe of a fevere creditor, who pro- 
nounces his debtor's doom to rot in gaol. I believe I have learned the full import of 
this fentence, from the vaft numbers who, to my certain knowledge, and fome of them 
before my eyes, have perifhed by the gaol-fever* 

But the mifchief is not confined to prifons. Not to mention now the number of 
Jailors, and of families in America, that have been infedled by tranfports ; — multitudes 
caught the diftemper by going to their relatives and acquaintance in the gaols; many 
others from prifoners difcharged ; and not a few in the courts of judicature. 

In Baker s Chronicle, page 353, that hiftorian mentioning the afllze held in Oxford 
caftle 1577 (called from its fatal confequence the black ajjize) informs us, that " all who 
cc were prefent died within forty hours ; the lord chief baron, the fheriff, and about three 
cc hundred more. 0 Lord chancellor Bacon afcribes this to a difeafe brought into court 
by the prifoners and Dr. Mead is of the fame opinion. 

The firft of thefe two authors, Lord Bacon, obferves, that " the moft pernicious 
ce infe£tion next the plague, is the fmell of a jail; when the prifoners have been long 
" and clofe and naftily kept : whereof we have had y in our time, experience twice or thrice; 
" when both the judges that fat upon the jail, and numbers of thofe who attended the 
" bufmefs, or were prefent, fickened and died f." 

At the Lent aflize in Taunton, 1730, fome prifoners who were brought thither 

from Ivelchefter gaol, infedted the court and lord chief baron Pengelly ; Sir James 

Sheppard, fergeant ; John Pigot, Efq. iheriff, and fome hundreds befides, died of the 

gaol-diftemper. At Axminfter, a little town in Devonlhire, a prifoner difcharged 

from Exeter gaol in 1755, infedted his family with that difeafe ; of which two of 
0 ~ 

them died; and many others in that town afterwards. — The numbers that were 
carried off by the fame malady in London in 1750, two judges, the lord mayor, one 

« 

* I have in my pofTefllon a large copper-plate, firft, publifhed in 1772, by Sir Stephen Theodore JatiJ/eri, 
fhewing the number of malefactors executed in London for the twenty-three preceding years; and the 
crimes for which they fuifered. I will give an abridgment of it in a table at the end. of the book. In it 
will be feen, that the total number of executions in London for thofe twenty-three years, was 678; the 
annual average is between 29 and 30. I leave to others the difculTion of the queitions, whether thofe 
executions were too numerous ? whether all the crimes for which they were inflicted, were deferving of 
death ? An ingenious writer, Mr. Eden, Principles of Penal Law, page 306, obferves that Cf the accumulation 
t€ of fanguinary laws is the worfl: diftemper of a ftate. Let it not be fuppofed, that the extirpation of 
u mankind is the chief object of legiflation." — And it may be left to any one to judge, whether, including 
debtors and petty offenders, the number of thofe that died in the fcveral London prifons of the gaol-fever, 
does not exceed the number of thofe that were executed annually during that time. I have not the 
number of executions in all the counties, but am well a/Tured it falls ftiil much ftorter of the number that 
perifhed in prifons, 

f Natural Hiftory, Exp, 914, See Mo Plot's Hiliory of Oxfordshire, p. 25. 
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alderman, and many of inferior rank, are too well known to need the mentioning farther 
particulars. 

Sir John Pr ingle obferves, that "jails have often been the caufe of malignant fevers*" 
and he informs us, that in the late rebellion in Scotland, above two hundred men of one 
regiment were infe&ed with the jail-fever, by fome dfferters brought from prifons in 
England *. 

Dr. Lind, phyfician to the royal hofpital at Haflar, near Portfmouth, fliewed me in 
one of die wards a number of failors ill of the gaol-fever, brought on board their (hip 
by a man who had been difcharged from a prifon in London. The fhip was laid uTp 
on the occafion. That gentleman, in his Effay on the Health of Seamen, afierts, that 
<c The fource of infe&ion to our armies and fleets are undoubtedly the jails we can 
u often trace the importers of it dire&ly from them. — It often proves fatal in im* 
" prefling men on the hafty equipment of a fleet f.— The firft Englilh fleet lent laft war 
u to America, loft by it above two thoufand men." In another place he affures us, 
that < f the feeds of infection were carried from the guard-fhips into our fquadrons — and 
" the mortality, thence occafioned, was greater than by all other difeafes or means of ' 
death put together J." 

It were eafy to multiply inftances of this mifchief 5 but thofe which have been men-* 
tioned are, I prefume, fufficient to fhew, even if no mercy were due to prifoners, that 
the gaol-diftemper is a national concern of no fmall importance. 
Vicious The general prevalence and fpread of wickednefs in prifons, and abroad by the 
Examples, difcharged prifoners, will now be as eafily accounted for, as the propagation of dif- 
eafe. It is often faid, cc A prifon pays no. debts;" I am fure it may be added, that 
a prifon mends no morals. Sir John Fielding obferves, that <c a criminal difcharged— 
" generally by the next fefiions, after the execution of his comrades, becomes the 
" head of a gang of his own raifing:° — improved, no doubt, in fkill by the com- 
pany he kept in gaol. And petty offenders who are committed to bridewell for a 
year or two, and fpend that time, not in hard labour, but in idlenefs and wicked 
comj^ny, or are fent for that trme to county gaols, generally grow defperate, and 
come out fitted for the perpetration of any villany. — Half the robberies committed 
in and about London, are planned in the prifons, by that dreadful afTemblage of 
criminals, and the number of idle people who vifit them. — How contrary this to 
the intention of our laws with regard to petty offenders ; which certainly is to cor- 
reft and reform them ! Inltead of which, their confinement doth notorioufly pro- 
mote and increafc the very vices it was defigned to fupprefs. Multitudes of 
young creatures, committed for fome trifling offence, are totally ruined there. I 
make no fcruple to affirm, that if it were the wifh and aim of magiftrates to ef- 
fed the dcftru&ion, prcfent and future, of young delinquents, they could not de- 



* Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army, fages 47, 296,. 
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vile a more effectual method, than to confine them fo long in our prifons, thofe 
feats and feminaries (as they have been very properly called) of idlenefs and every 
vice. 

Shall thefe irregularities, the fources of mifery, difeafe, and wickednefs, be endured 
in a nation celebrated for good fenfe and humanity ; and who from thefe principles, 
do treat one fort of prifoners with tendernefs and generofity ? I mean prifoners of 
war. Thefe have provifion in plenty; fome to fpare and fell to the foldiers on guard*; 
we frequently faw their ftated allowance hung up for their infpeftion. Some prifons 
hfave large areas for them to walk in ; and at night every man had a hammock to 
himfelf. It is the fartheft thing in the world from my wifli to deprive captives of any 
one of thefe benefits — I am only defirous of feeing the fame humanity fhewn to our 
own countrymen in diftrefs : fo that a confiftent and uniform practice may prove 
our benevolence to be a firm and fteady principle ; and that thofe who are cenfo- 
rious may find no occafion for afcribing our kind ufage of foreigners to a lefs amiable 
motive. 

Here it will be faid, prifoners of war arc not felons, nor yet debtors ; and govern- 
ment is fometimes, at the end of a war, reimburfed the expence of maintaining them. 
This latter I believe is faftj and the former is true without difpute: we do not look 
upon foreign enemies, nor they upon us f, as either debtors or felons : we cut one 
another to pieces in battle, but when that is over we grow cool and companionate. 
I grant there is a material difference in the circumftances of foreign and domeftic 

* I am now fpcaking of the pra&ice of the war before laft. Tke daily allowance, to fix prifoners was, 
nine pounds of bread — four pounds and a half of beef — three pints of peafe, four days in a week — fix quarts 
of beer. — On Friday they had not the beef; but a pound and a half of butter inftead of it. — On board the 
men of war, indeed, they were upon Ihort allowance. 

f I muft not be underftood here to mean a compliment to the French. How they then treated Englifh 
prifoners of war, I knew by experience in 1756; when a Lifbon packet (the Hanover) in which I went paflen- 
ger, in order to make the tour of Portugal, was taken by a French privateer. Before we reached Breft, I 
fufFered the extremity of thirft, not having for above forty hours one drop of water ; nor hardly a morfel of 
food. In the caftle at Breft, I lay fix nights upon ftraw : and obferving how cruelly my countrymen were 
ufed there, and at Morlaix, whither I was carried next ; during the two months I was at Carhaix upon parole, 
1 correfponded with the Englifh prifoners at Breft, Morlaix, and Dinnan : at the laft of thofe towns were 
feveral of our fhip's crew, and my fervant. I had fufficient evidence of their being treated with fuch bar- 
barity, that many hundreds had perifhed ; and that thirty-fix were buried in a hole at Dinnan in one day. 
When I came to England, Hill on parole, I made known to the commhTioners of fick and wounded feamen, 
the fundry particulars: which gained their attention, and thanks. Remonftrance was made to the French 
court: our failors had redrefs : and thofe that were in the three prifons mentioned above, were brought home 
in the iirft cartel-mips.— . A Lady from Ireland, who married in France, had bequeathed in trull with the 
magiftrates of St. Malo's, fundry charities ; one of which was a penny a day to every Englifh piifoner of war 
in Dinnan. This was duly paid; and faved the lives of many brave and ufeful men. — Perhaps, what I 
fujfered on this occafion, increafed my fympathy with the unhappy people, whofe cafe is the fubjeft of this 
book. 

C 2 prifoners, 
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prifoners, but there is none in their nature. Debtors and felons, as well as hoftile- 
foreigners, are men, and by men they ought to be treated as men. 

Thofe gentlemen who, when they are told of the mifery which our prifoners fuffer, 
content themfelves with faying, Let them take care to keep out, prefaced perhaps, with 
an angry prayer •, feem not duly fenfible of the favour of Providence which diftinguifties 
them from the fufferers i they do not remember that we are required to imitate our 
gracious Heavenly Parent, who is kind to the unthankful, and to the- evil: they alfo forget 
the viciflitudes of human affairs ; the unexpected changes to which all men are liable : 
and that thofe whofe circumftances are affluent, may in time be reduced to indigence, 
and become debtors and prifoners. And as to criminality, it is poflible, that a man 
who has often fhuddered at hearing the account of a murder, may on a fudden temp- 
tation commit that very crime. Let him that thinks he jlandeth take heed lejt he fall, and 
commiferate thofe that are fallen. 

But it may be faid, enough of the declamatory kind has been written by others. 
Much, it is true, has been written : and I beg leave to tranfcribe almoft verbatim a 
few lines from a celebrated author, which may be thought' to come under that defcrip- 
tion. After reprefenting the fufferings of prifoners, he goes on to this purpofe, cc The 
" mifery fuffcred in gaols is not half their evil they are filled with every fort of cor- 
u ruption that poverty and wickednefs can generate : with all the fhamelefs and profli- 
<c gate enormities that can be produced by the impudence of ignominy, the rage of 
<f want, and the malignity of defpair. In a prifon the check of the public eye is re- 
<c moved; and the power of the law is fpent. There are few fears, there are no blulhes.. 
<c The lewd inflame the more modeft ; the audacious harden the timid. Every one 
" fortifies himfelf as he can againft his own remaining fenfibility ; endeavouring to 
" pradtife on others the arts that are pradlifed on himfelf ; and to gain the applaufe of 
u his word affociates by imitating their manners.' ' 

Befidcs the grievances already mentioned; there are feveral bad cufloms in gaols, and 
relating to them, which aggravate the diftrefs of prifoners. I fhall enumerate thefe 
diftin&ly, yet concifely. 



SECTION II. 
BAD CUSTOMS IN PRISONS. 

Garnish. A CRUEL cuflom obtains in moft of our gaols, which is that of the prifoners 
1\ demanding of a new comer Garnifh, footing, or (as it is called in fome London 
gaols) chummage. « Pay or ftrip," are the fatal words. I fay fatal, for they are fo 
to fomej who having no money, are obliged to give up part of their fcanty appareh 

and 
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and then if they have no bedding cr ftraw to fleep on, contract difeafes, which I have 
known to prove mortal *. 

In many gaols, to the garnifh paid by the new comer, thofe who were there before 
make an addition ; and great part of the following night is often fpent in riot and 
drunkennefs. The gaoler or tapfter finding his account in this pra&ice, generally 
anfwers queftions concerning it with relu&ance. Of the garnifh which I have fet down 
to fundry prifons, I had my information from prifoners who paid it. But I am aware 
that the fum is fometimes varied by fets of fucceeding prifoners, and the different cir- 
cumftances of a new comer. In fome gaols,* if a felon can pay the debtors garnilh 
(which is commonly more than that of the felons) he is entitled to partake of the gar- 
nifh paid afterwards by new-come debtors. In a few places, this demand has been lately 
waved - } in two or three, ftridly prohibited by the magiftrates. 

Gaming in various forms is very frequent \ cards, dice, fkittles, miflifippi and porto- Gami^c 
bello-tables, billiards, fives, tennis, &c. In the country the three firft are moft com- 
mon; and efpecially cards. There is fcarce a county gaol but is furnifhed with them: 
and one can feldom go in without feeing prifoners at play. In London, all the forts 
that I have named were till lately in ufe. I am not an enemy to diverting exercife: 
yet the riot, brawling, and profanenefs, that are the ufual confequences of their play; 
the circumftances of debtors gaming away the property of their creditors, which I know 
they have done in fome prifons to a confiderable amount ; accomplilhing themfelves in 
the frauds of gamblers, who, if they be not themfelves prifoners, are fure to haunt 
where gaming is praftifed; hindering their fellow-prifoners from walking in the 
courts while they play, of which inconvenience I have heard them complain : thefe 
feem to me cogent reafons for prohibiting all kinds of gaming within the walls of a 
prifon. 

Loading prifoners with heavy Irons> which make their walking, and even lying down Irons. 
to fleep, difficult and painful, is another cuftom which I cannot but condemn. In 
fome county gaols and even bridewells the women do not efcape this feverity: but 
in London they do : and therefore it is not neceflary in the country f. The pradtice 
muft be mere tyranny : unlefs it proceed from avarice ; which I rather fufpeft ; be- 
caufe county gaolers do fometimes grant difpenfations, and indulge their prifoners, 

* " In the year 1730, Nicholas Bennet, Jofeph Robinfon, John Head and George Tavemer, were in«» 
#c dieted at the Old Bailey for robbing John Berriiford of two half-guineas, two fixpences, and two half- 
u pence, in New Prifon under the pretence of garnifh, which fact being plainly proved, they were all found 
9i guilty of an aiTault and robbery ; and to deter others from the infamous and inhuman practice of taking 
n the money, and if they had none, of Gripping poor prifoners that were upon any account committed to 
€t prifon, fo that often- times they have perilhed for want of cloathing and neceifaries, they received fentencc 
" of death. " Burton 'j New Hew of London, page 46^ 



f Lord LoHghhrougb, Lent affize 1782, at Thetford laid a, fine of £20 on the gaoler of Norwich caitle, 
for putting irons on a woman. 
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men as well as women, with what they call cc the choice of irons/' if they will pay 
for it. 

- The author of A Letter to Sir Robert Ladbroke on Prifons (particularly on Newgate, 
which was then to be rebuilt) cites in page 79, the opinion of Lord Coke, Horn's Mirror 
of Juflice, &c. againft this oppreflion ; and adds afterwards, u The learned editor of 
w Hale's Hifiory of the pleas of the crown likewife declares, that fetters ought not to be 
cc ufed, unlefs there is juft reafon to fear an efcape, as where the prifoner is unruly, or 
makes an attempt to that purpofc > otherwife, notwithftanding the common practice 
< u of gaolers, it feems altogether unwarrantable, and contrary to the mildnefs and hu- 
" manity of the laws of England, by which gaolers are forbid to put their prifoners to 
any pain or torment." 

The Gentlemen of the Gaol-committee > who diftinguifhed themfelves by an accurate 
and zealous inquiry into the abufes pradtifcd by gaolers * ; in their Report concerning 
the Fleet prifon, 20th March 1728, after mentioning a petition prefented to the judges 
by one who had been put in irons by the wardens, informs us, that the judges repri- 
manded the wardens, and declared, that " a gaoler could not anfvver the ironing of a 
man before he was found guilty of a crime." — To the plea which gaolers ufe in defence 
of this pradtice, that " It is neceffary for fafe cuftody," an anfwer may be given in the 
words of lord chief juftice King (afterwards lord chancellor) to the wardens of the fame 
prifon, when he forbade dungeons, which they had made ufe of. That judge declared, 
« they might raife their walls higher, &c." See the Report of the fame Committee. 
To what lord King fuggefted of raifing the walls, one might prefume to add— The 
number of turnkeys ihould be increafed in proportion to the number of prifoners. — If 
the daring character of our felons fliould feem, after all, to make it neceffary to confine 
them in irons, it would be right, at leaft, to bring them into court without irons, unlefs 
they have efcaped, or attempted it before their trial f. 

* This Committee is celebrated by fbomfon, in his poem entitled Winter, 340, &c. pr. edit. 1738. 

Can I forget the generous few, 

Who, touch'd with human woe, redreffive fought 
Into the horrors of the gloomy jail ? 
Unpitied, and unheard, where mifery moans ; 

Where ficknefs pines — 

Hail, Patriot Band ! who, fcorning fecret fcorn, 
When Juftice, and when Mercy led the way, 
Dragg'd the dete&ed monfters into light, 
Wrench'd from their hand Oppreflion's iron rod. 

Much ftill untouch'd remains 

Much is the Patriot's weeding hand requir'd. 

f « It is the law of the land, and certainly ever hath been fo, that a prifoner ought not at any time to be 
- charged with fetters ; unlefs the jailer be conftrained to have recourfe to them by the attuai neceffity of 
fafe cuftody." Principles of Penal Law, p. 187, 7 

The 
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The Marquis B&ccaria, in his Effay on Crimes and Puni/hments y page 75, obferves that 

c< Imprifonment, being only the means of fecuring the perfon of the accufed, until he 

<c be tried — ought — to be attended with as little feverity as poflible." — The diftrefs 

occafioned by chains is increafed by 

Varying the towns where quarter-feflions and afiizes are held: fo that prifoners have Varying 

Towns 

to walk in irons ten or fifteen miles to their trial : and fometimes to towns that have no 
prifon; where numbers of both fexes are (hut up together for many days and nights in 
one room. This occafions fuch confufion and diftrefs, and fuch Ihrieks and outcries, as 
can be better conceived than defcribed. Surely prifoners ought to be conveyed in 
carts ; or elfe committed at firft to the town where the feflions or afiizes are to be held. 
And in that town a proper prifon ought to be built. 

Gaol-delivery is in fome counties but once a year. What reparation can be made to a Gaol- 
poor creature for the mifery he has fuffered, and the corruption of his morals, by con- livery. 
finement in a prifon near twelve months before a trial, in which, perhaps he is at laft 
declared by his country not guilty ? 

The judicious Marquis, whom I quoted above, afferts, that u Privation of liberty 
<c being a puniftiment, ought not to be infli&ed before condemnation, but for as 
cc lhort a time as pofiible." And in cafes of guilt, his dodtrine is, cc The more im- 
fC mediately after the commiflion of a crime, a punifhment is infli£ted, the more juft 
cc and ufeful it will be." This fentiment is illuftrated by a variety of acute remarks 
in the chapter of the Advantage of immediate Puniflmient. My mind reverts to an ad- 
mirable thought of Mr, Eden's - y Principles of Penal Law y page 330. <f A very flight 
u reflection, on the numberlefs unforefeen events which a day may bring forth, will be 
u fufficient to fhew that we are all liable to die imputation of guilt and confequently 
" all interefted, not only in the prote&ion of innocence, but in the aflignment to 
cc ever y particular offence, of the fmalleft punifliment compatible with the fafcty of 
" fociety." 

One caufe of gaol-delivery being fo feldom, is in fome places the expence of entertain- 
ing the judges and their retinue. At Hull they ufed to have the aflize but once in 
feven years. Peacock a murderer was in prifon there near three years : before his trial 
the principal witnefs died; and the murderer was acquitted. They now have it once 
in three years. 

Although acquitted prifoners are by the late aft in their favour * cleared of gaolers - 
fees; they are ftill fubjedt to a fimilar demand made by Clerks of m affize and Clerks Cle &*s 
of the peace fj and detained in prifon feveral days after their acquittal. At aflize, Auiu r Jta 

* 14th George III. 

t See the Table of the Fees of the Clerks of Aflize at the end of the book. 

The Clerk of the Peace in one county demands as follows : 
For larceny and acquitted, £1 7 0 Whipped publicly, £134 

Petty larceny, - 184 Baftardy, - - o 17 4 

till 
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till the judges: at quarter-feffions, till the juftices -of peace leave the town; in order to 
obtain thole fees, which the gentlemen fay are not cancelled by the aft. And yet the 
exprefs words of it are, Acquitted prifcners u Jhall be immediately Jet at large in open court" 
It is evident then, that all fees of the commitment in refpeft to the prifoner, are by 
.this aft totally aboliflied. 

Since the fald aft, the clerks of affize in fome circuits have ftarted a new demand 
upon the gaoler, for the judge's certificate of acquitment; raz. fix (hillings and eight 
pence for the firft prifoner acquitted; and a fhilling for each of the reft: or two 
fhillings for every one. I have copies of two receipts given by the clerk of the 
Weftern circuit to the gaolers of Exeter and Salifbury. One of them is as follows : 
" Received i April 1775 of Mr. Sherry gaoler one pound eight fhillings and eight 
cf pence for his certificate entitling him to his gaol fees for the county of Devon 
" per J. F**** Clerk of the Afiize." — The gaoler told me this was for twenty-three 
acquitted prifoners. 

I was informed at Durham, that judge Gould, at the affize 1775, laid a fine of fifty 
pounds on the gaoler for detaining fome acquitted prifoners, for the fees of the clerk of 
afiize. But upon the interceflion of the Bifliop (proprietor of the gaol) the fine was 
remitted; and the prifoners fet at large: the judge ordering the clerk of affize to explain 
to him in London the foundation of his demand. 

One pretence for detaining acquitted prifoners is, that <c It is poffible other in- 
diftments may be laid againft them before the judge leaves the town/' I call it a 
pretence, as the grand jury are often difmified fome days before that time, and becaufe 
thofe who do fatisfy the demands of the clerk of affize are immediately difcharged. 
Another pretence is, the gaoler tells you " he takes them back to knock off their 
irons." But this may be done in court : in London they have an engine or block, 
by the help of which they take off the irons with eafe in a minute ; the machine is 
brought into court, and the acquitted prifoner is immediately difcharged. If, according 
to what I propofed, prifoners were tried out of irons, this pretext would be entirely 
remold. 

Clerks of affize, and of the peace, ought moft certainly to have a confideration for 
their fervice to the public ; the thing I complain of is what I am led to by my fub- 
jeft, that is, the demand that is made direftly or indireftly upon acquitted prifoners *. 

* The clerks of aflfze give to the judges large fums for their places. One of the prefent gentlemen gave 
for his place £2500. On many accounts thefe places ought not to be bought of the judges. If they were 
only prefented, the fees might be much lower. — The demand from the gaoler for a copy of the judge's 
calendar is now£i : 1 :o: whereas his Majefty's Commiflioners for inquiring into the officers and their 
fees, Sec. in the Heme Circuity were of opinion that a demand not near fo much was enormous, as we fee in 
their report, dated ift December 1735 (MS. page 21;) 

u Paid by the gaoler of the County of Surry for the copy of a calendar £076 
" And by the gaoler of each of the other countys - - -050 

M As to thefe two laft Fees or articles, We are of opinion that they are unreafonable and no ways to be 
" juftified, &c. M 

Some 
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Some gaolers live difiant from the prifon, in houfes that do not belong to the county. 
Non-relidence is not confident with the attention that is requifite for fecurihg the 
prifoners 5 and preferving good order, cleanlinefs, &c. — Over the door of fome of the 
houfes of thefe keepers is wrote, " Spirituous liquors fold hefei/ 1 

Debtors crowd the gaols (efpecially thofe in London) with their Wives and children. 
There are often by this means, ten or twelve people in a middlc-fized room; in- 
creafing the danger of infe&ion, and corrupting the morals of children. This point 
ought (no doubt) to be treated with tendernefs. Man and wife fhould not be totally 
feparated \ but no women, unlefs prifoners, fhould ever be permitted to continue fo 
much as one night in any prifon ; except, perhaps, when their hufbands are danger- 
oufly ill. Yet the little probability there is of an induftrious woman being of much 
fcrvice to her family in a prifon : the number of men in the fame room ; and of lewd 
women admitted under the name of wives 5 prove that this affair needs fome regu- 
lation. 

Some gaols are private property : in thefe the keepers, protected by the proprietors, 
and not fo fubjedt as other gaolers to the controul of magiftrates, are more apt to 
abufe their prifoners, when a temptation offers. One of thefe gaols fome years ago 
was quite out of repair, and unfafe 5 and the proprietor not choofing to repair it, 
the gaoler to confine his prifoners took a method, that was really fhocking *. Some 
years before that, a prifoner in another of thefe gaols was tormented with thumb- 
screws* The grand jury took up the cafe, and remonftrated to the proprietor j but 
in vain. I had the account from a worthy friend of mine, who was upon that very 

j ur y t- 

Of the complaints, which I have hitherto made only in general terms, I fhall give 
inftances in the account of particular prifons. To that account I refer, for evidence 
and faff* 



Gaolers 

Non- 
resident. 



Wives 

AND 

Children. 
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NUMBER OF PRISONERS. 

In the fpring 1776, I fummed up carefully the total number of prifoners in the 
fundry prifons. My lift was as follows : 

1. In Middlefex, i. e. London and Weftminftcr ; together 

with three prifons in Southwark, viz. the King's 
Bench, Marfhalfea, and Borough-compter, - 

2. In the other thirty-nine counties of England, - - 

3. In the twelve counties of Wales, - - - - 

4. In city and town-gaols, - 



Debtors. 


Felons, 
&C. 


Petty 
Offenders. 


Total. 


1274 
752 

67 
344 


617 
27 
172 


194 
459 


1696 
1828 

94 
466 


2437 


994 


6 53 


4O84 



Sec account of Ely gaol. 
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Petty offenders in the Welch county gaols, blank in the third column third line, are 
included in the preceding number of felons, &c. 27 : moft of the gaols in thofe coun- 
ties being alfo the county bridewells. 

Petty offenders, blavik in third column fourth line* are included in the number 459 of 
petty offenders in the thirty-nine county gaols j and in the number 12a fecond column, 
fourth line. 

All that were in the county-gaols befides debtors, I have reckoned in the lift of felons, 
13 c. although many were petty offenders and fines. 

In the third column, under petty offenders are included a few felons occafionally com- 
mitted to bridewells. 

I have found by carefully examining fundry gaols, that, upon an average, two depen- 
dants (by which I mean wives and children *) may be affigned to each man in prifon. 
My computation is confirmed by the account which we have from the benevolent 
fociety at the Thatched-houfe, March 27, 1782, as follows. Since their inftitution in 
1772, 

Difcharged debtors, - 7196 
who had wives, - - 4328 
and children, 131 26 

Perfons immediately benefited, - 24650. 

We have farther confirmation by the account from the Brijlol fociety 5 who in their lift 
publifhed May 31, 1775, ^ ave 

Perfons difcharged, - 73 
who had wives, - '45 
and children, - 120 

"Total 238. 

And I find by the account of the fociety for the difcharge of perfons imprifoned for 
fmair debts in Dublin, that a greater number of dependants are there afiigned. For 
the number of perfons difcharged by the fociety from the inftitution on the 15th of 
May 1775, to May 1782, was - 1134 
Dependants on them, - - 361 1 

Total relieved 4745- 

Each of thefe totals is confiderably larger than the refpedlive products of multipli- 
cation by my rule: the firft exceeds by 3062, the fecond by 19, and the laft by 1 343, 

There is indeed commonly a furplus among debtors; but a deficiency zmong felons, &c. 
reduces the average of dependants to that which I dated. 

* I do not include parents, many of whom I have feen fbrrow fully attending at prifon s, and deeply 
daring in the diftrcfs anting from the confinement of their children. 

if 



Sect. III. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



If then to the total number in England and Wales, that is, 4084 
You add twice that number of dependants, - - - 8168 

The number of the diftrefled is, - - 12252. 

It appears from the foregoing table of prifoners, that theit number has been 
greatly magnified by conjeaural computations; but furely the real numbers, with 
thole partaking of their diftrefs, is an objeft worthy the farther attention of the legif- 
lature. 

It may afford ibme fatisfaction to my readers, to fee at one view the number of 
prifoners in the counties of England and Wales, in 1779, and 1782. A table for this 
purpofe (hall be inferted at the end of the book. 



SECTION III. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

IN THE STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

OF PRISONS. 



HOWEVER fanguinary the wifh of an angry creditor may be when he arrefts 
and imprifons his debtor $ there is no doubt but every one who liftens, not 
to his paffions but to reafon, muft know and will own, that it is a flagrant crime 
to take away the life of a man for debt. And as to felony, a gaol is not defigned for 
the final punifhment even of that 5 but for the Jafe cujiody of the accufed to the time 
of trial, and of convidts till a legal fentence be executed upon them. " Humane 
" treatment debtors have a claim to ; nor can we confidently with any good 
<c principle, either of morals or government, refufe the fame to perfons accufed, 
" or even to the molt atrocious convi&s." Principles of Penal Law, page 52. The 
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laws of England do not fuffer private executions. No condemned malefactor may 
be fecretly put to death; nor murdered in a prifon diredtly or indirectly; much lefs 
ought thofe to be deftroyed there whofe fencence does not afFedt their life. Their 
dtftruition is not only unjuft; it is inconfiftent with prudence and found policy. They 
might, no doubt, be ufeful at home or abroad j if proper care were taken of them in 
prifon, to keep them healthy and fit for labour. But certain it is, that many of thofe 
who furvive their long confinement, are by it rendered incapable of working. Some 
of them by fcorbutic diftempers; others by their toes mortified, or quite rotted from 
their feet ; many inftances of which I have feen. Meflrs. Stephen/on and Randolf of 
Briftol, great contractors for tranfport convi6ts, complained of this to Mr. Biggs, 
gaoler at Salifbury, in their letter to him Sept. 13, 1774. I will tranfcribe their 
words. <c Sore feet prove very fatal. The mortality we met with in our laft 
" ihip, if repeated in this, will fo furfeit us, that we (hall never take another. We 
<c loft an immenfe fum by them 5 and our Ihip is detained to this moment under qua- 
cc rantine." 

If one who has turned king's evidence, or has been barely acquitted upon trial ; 
terrified by his narrow efcape, feeks for honeft employment 3 he is commonly fuch 
a lickly mifcrable figure, that no one will fet him to work. That, I believe, is the 
principal caufe of his being rejected ; for there are feveral forts of labour that require 
but little confidence : yet the poor acquitted prifoner fhall go from door to door afking 
for work, in vain. Is it not to be lamented, that every fpark of good intention, inftead 
of being cherifhed, (hould be thus extinguijhed ? and that the penitent fhould by an 
almoft irrefiftible necefiity be driven again, though reluctant, to the practice which foon 
brings him back to his former manfion ; and fhortens a wretched life, that might have 
been, thpX fain would have been, an ufeful one ? 

In order to redrefs thefe various evils, the firft thing to be taken into confideration 
is the prifon it/elf. Many county^gaols and other prifons are fo decayed and ruinous, 
or, for other reafons, fo totally unfit for the purpofc, that new ones mult be built in 
theit»ftead. Others are very incommodious, but may be improved upon the ground 
about them, which is occupied by the keeper, or not ufed at all. Some need little 
more than a thorough repair. In order to give what little afliftance I can to thofe who 
muft build a new county gaol, I will take the liberty to fuggeft what hath occurred to 
me upon this head, in hopes that fome more fldlfiil hand will undertake the generous 
and benevolent tafk of carrying to perfection a fcheme, of which I can only draw the 
outlines. But firft I will fay a word of the 
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SITUATION. 

A County Gaol, and indeed every prifon, fhould be built on a fpot that is airy, 
and if poffible near a river, or brook. I have commonly found prifons fituated near 
a river, the cleaned and moft healthy. They generally have not (they could not well 
have) fubterraneous dungeons, which have been fo fatal to thoufands : and by their 
nearnefs to running water, another evil, almoft as noxious, is prevented, that is the 
ltench of fewers. 

I faid a gaol fhould be near a ftream ; but I muft annex this caution, that it be not 
fo near as that either the houfe or yard (hall be within the reach of floods. This cir- 
cumftance was fo little thought of at Appleby in Weftmorland, when their new gael 
was jirjl building, that I faw the walls marked from nine inches to three feet high by 
floods. 

If it be not pradticable to build near a ftream 3 then an eminence (liquid be 
chofen : for as the walls round a prifon muft be fo high as greatly to obftruft a free 
circulation of air, this inconvenience fhould be leffened by a rifing ground. And the 
prifon fhould not be furrounded by other buildings 3 nor built in the middle of a town 
or city. 

PLAN. 

THE annexed engraving reprefents fuch apian for a prifon as, according to my 
ideas, unites the greateft advantages with regard to fecurity, health, and order. By 
the afflftance of the references, it will explain itfelf better than can be done by a verbal 
defcription. I fhall only fubjoin a few general remarks on fome particulars in the 
ftrufture. 

That part of the building which is detached from the walls, and contains the men- 
felons wjrd, may be fquare, or rectangular, raifed on Arcades, that it may be more airy, 
and leave under it a dry walk in wet weather. Thefe wards over arcades are alfo beft 
for fafety, for I have found that efcapes have been moft commonly effected by under- 
mining cells and dungeons. When I went into Horfham gaol with the keeper, we faw 
a heap of ftones and rubbifh. The felons had been for two or three days undermining 
the foundation of their room; and a general efcape was intended that night. We were 
but j uft in time to prevent it; for it was almoft night when we went in. Our lives 
were at their mercy : but (thank God) they did not attempt to murder us, and rufli 
out. — If felons fhould find any other means to break out of this raifed ward, they will 
ftill be flopped by the wall of the court, which is the principal fecurity 5 and the 

walls 
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walls of the wards need not then be of that great thicknefs they are generally built, 
whereby the accefs of light and air is impeded. Every room fhould be vaulted; for 
1 have known many poor creatures burnt to death, as at Halftead, &c. who would have 
been faved if iuqh a precaution had been ufed. The ftaircafes of all prifons fhould 
be ftone. 

Smat l I willi to have fo many /mall rooms or cabins that each criminal may Jleep alone. 

Rooms. Thefe rooms to be ten feet high to the crown of the arch/ and have double doors, 
one of them iron-latticed, for the circulation of air. If it be difficult to prevent their 
being together in the day-time: they fhould by all means be feparated at night *\ 
Solitude and filence are favourable to reflection ; and may poftibly lead them to re- 
pentance. Privacy and hours of choughtfulnefs are neceffary for thofe who muft foon 
l ave the world ; (yet how contrary to this is our praftice ! Keepers have allured me, 
iliac they have made £5 a day after the condemnation of their prifoncrs.) — In the 
Old Newgate there were fifteen cells for perfons in this fituation, which are ftill left 
ftanding, and are annexed to the new building. The like provifion for fuch as return 
to fociety cannot be lefs needful. Bifhop Butler, one of the writers cited in the 
note, affirms that it is much more fo, " fince it muft be acknowledged, of greater 
" confequence in a religious, as well as civil refpeft, how perfons live than how they 
" die." 

The feparadon I am pleading for, efpecially at night, would prevent efcapes, or 
make them very difficult: for that is the time in which they are generally planned, and 
effe&cd. This alfo would prevent their robbing one another in the night. Another 
reafon for feparation is, that it would free gaolers from a difficulty of which I have 
heard them complain: they hardly know where to keep criminals admitted to be 
King's evidence for the king: thefe would be murdered by their accomplices if put among 
them ; and in more than one prifon, I have feen them, for that reafon, put in the 
women's ward. 

Where there are oppofite windows they fhould have flwtters ; but thefe fhould. be 
oper^all day. In the men-felons ward the windows fhould be fix feet from the floor 5 
there fhould be no glafs ; nor fhould the prifoncrs be allowed to ftop them with 
ftraw, &c. 

Women- The Women-felons ward fhould be quite diftintt frpm that of the menfj and the 
young criminals from old and hardened offenders. Each of thefe threfe claffes lhould 

* See the importance of this feparation ftrongly urged in a Letter 10 Sir Robert Ladbroke* printed for Oliver, 
1 7 7 r . — See alio a Spital Sermon of bifhop Buthr, preached before the magiltrates of London, April 14th, 
! 75°j particularly fagt 20, &c. And Mr. Hanwa/s 8th, ioch, and zzi Letters in his book entitled ^be 

DiftSts of Police the Caitfe of Immorality, &c. 

f By an a& made in Ireland, 3d of his prefent Majelly, it is enafted, w That in all gaols hereafter to 
04 be built, there may be diftincl apartments for the men and women ; and that all gaolers^ whofe gaols 
4i will at prefent admit of fuch a diftinftion, may be obliged to feparate and keep apart the different 

w fexjes," 
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alfo have their day-room or kitchen with a fire-place ; and their court and offices all 
feparate. 

Every court fhould be paved with flags or fiat ftones for the more convenient walhing 
it; and have a good Pump> or water laid in ; both if pofTible: and the pump and pipes Pump. 
ihould be repaired as foon as they need it otherwife the gaols will foon be offcnfive 
and unwholefome : as I have always found them to be in fuch cafes. A fmall ftream 
conftanriy running in the court is very defirable. In a room or lhed near the pump or 
pipe, there lhould be a commodious Bath * with fteps (as there is in fome county hofpi- Bath. 
tals) to walh prifoners that come in dirty, and to induce them afterwards to the frequent 
ufc of itf. It fhould be filled every morning, and let off in the evening through the 
fewers into the drains. There fhould alfo be a copper in the lhed, to heat a quantity of 
water fufficient to warm that in the bath 5 for waftiing thofe that are fickly. There 
fhould likewife be an Oven: nothing fo effectually deftroys vermin in clothes and bed- Oven. 
ding, nor purifies them fo thoroughly when tainted with infection, as being a few hours 
in an oven moderately heated \. 

The Infirmary or fick wards lhould be in the mod airy part of the court, quite Inpir- 
detached from the reft of the gaol, and raifed on arcades. Thefe rooms fhould never 
be without crib-beds and bedding. In the middle of the floor of each room there 
fhould be a grate of twelve or fourteen inches fquare, for a current of air || 5 covered 
with a fliutter or hatch at night. The fame contrivance might alfo be convenient in 
the other wards. Befides the grate, it may be neceflary to have in the wards of 
the infirmary, hand-ventilators to frefhen them every day. This machine is of ex- Vbnti-. 
cellent ufc when molt wanted, and when the wind or fail-ventilator is of no fervice, LAT0Rb * 
that is, in calm weather. Dr. Hales (on the fubje£t, page 12) lhews that it will 
fupply feventy-five tons of air in a minute. But on farther obfrvation, I am per- 
fuaded that ventilators are of little ufe in thofe gaols, where there are no dungeons; 
for if they have courts, and the rooms are a proper fize, and have apertures, and are 
kept clean ; and alfo lime-whited twice a year, there will be no danger of infectious 
diforders. 

* 14th George III. Cap. XLIII. 

1 

+ I might mention as an evidence of the advantage of E atlis in prifons, that I hare known inftances 
where perfons fuppofed to be dead of the gaol-fever, and brought out for burial ; on being warned with 
cold water, have fhewn figns of life, and foon after recovered. Even perfons with the finall-po.v have 
found advantage by the cold bath. See fome remarkable inlUnces in the appendix to Dr. IVai 'Jon's Account 
of a Series of Experiments. 

X See Dr. Lindas Effay on the Health of Seamen, p. 320 and 336. 

|| Dr. Lettfom's fuccefsful method lias proved the benefit of frelri air in putrid fevers. See his Medical 
Memoirs, />. 19, 57, 58, 62, Sec. A putrid fever was lately in the poor-hcu/e at Yarmouth, but by the airinefs 
of the fituation was fo mild, that many of the patients walked out with the fpois on them. 

6 ' The 
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The fe#er$ or vaults of all prifons fhould be in the courts, and not in the paflages, 
and (like thole in the colleges) clofe boarded between the feats up to the ailing, the 
boards projecting ten inches before each feat. 

The infirmary and fheds will not render the court unfafe, provided the walls have 
parapets, or fmall chevaux de frije. 
SfcPARA- Debtors and felons fhould have wards totally feparate: the peace, the cleanlinefs, 
the health and morals of debtors cannot be fecurcd otherwife. The aft 1 2d and 23d 



T ION OF 

Debtors 



awd Charles II. Chapter XX. lequires this feparation at night; that debtors may not be 
difturbed by the curfes and other profane language of felons : " Be it enafted, — That 
u they fhall be put, kept, and lodged feparate and apart one from another, in diftinft 
" rooms." Thefe words do perhaps in the ftrift conftruftion imply no more than noc- 
turnal feparation. But furely it is a far greater mifchicf for debtors to be annoyed 
and corrupted by the wicked converfation of felons all day long, than to be difturbed 
by it in the night-time. I am not defigning to infer from hence, nor yet from the 
charafter of the Gentlemen who compofed that parliament, that the aft fhould be con- 
ftrued according to my view of the argument ; or to what I conjefturewas their inten- 
tion. I know it is wrong to explain laws by fuch a vague principle as the fuppofed 
fpirit of them. But it feems to me neceflary that there fhould be a total feparation : 
for where there is but one court, the lower clafs of debtors join with the felons in 
their diverfions of fives, &c. and often become equally profligate : as at Worcefter, 
Glocefter, Salisbury, Aylefbury, Bedford, Ipfwich, Bury, Leicefter, &c. Thefe different 
forts of prifoners are indeed generally feparated at night. I do not recolleft more 
than one or two gaols where they lodge together, viz. the Borough-compter, Clerken- 
well bridewell, the Devizes and St. Albans. I mult now add Tothillfields bridewell, 
where debtors are confined, fmce Weftminfter gatehoufe is taken down. Conflant 
feparation is defirable. The gaol will by that means be kept cleaner: and if the fmall- 
pox, or the gaol-fever, fhould infeft one ward, the other at a diftance may be free 
from it. This would alfo remove the objection that is now made againft permitting 
debtors to work : that is, the danger of their furnifhing felons with tools for mifchief, 
or cfcape. 

Work- In the debtors ward there fhould be a day-room or kitchen; alfo a large work-J7sop 

for fuch as are willing to work. Some few gaols have the latter; and in them I have 
feen bafket-makers, fhoe-makers, &c. employed in their feveral trades ; preferving their 
habit of induftry; contributing to the fupport of their families, and lightening the 
burthen that by their imprifonment falls on the refpeftive parilhes. Here I would 
obferve, that wherever the windows are glazed there (hould be cafements; for I have 
found the debtors rooms, and palfages of many town and city gaols, very offenfive for 
want of apertures. 

Prifoners indifted for felony fliould not be compelled to work. But I have heard 
many of them wilhing they might be permitted to earn fomething for their more 

comfortable 



Se ct. hi. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



25 



comfortable fupport. In Come few gaols they have this privilege, as at Exeter, 
Norwich, Ipfwich, &c % 

I had faid in my firft edition, that Women-debtors fliould have a ward, a court, 
a pump, &c. to themfelves ; and no communication fhould be allowed between the 
two fexes : but obferving that there are fo few women-debtors in prifon (the number 
of whom may be feeii in the table) I leave it to the confideration of the juftices, 
whether a room or two in the gaoler's houfe may not be as convenient as a feparate 
ward. 

The IVard for men-debton fliould alfo be over arcades, and placed on one fide of the 
gaoler's houfe. This houfe fhould be in or near the middle of the gaol, with windows 
to the felons and the debtors court* This would be a check on the prifoners to keep 
them in order 5 and would engage the gaoler to be attentive to cleanlinefs and conftant 
walhing, to prevent his own apartments from being offenfive. 

A Chapel is neceflaiy in a gaol. I have^chofen for it what feems to me a proper 
fituation. It fliould have a gallery for debtors, or women; for the latter fliould be 
out of fight of all the other prifoners ; and the reft may be feparated below. Bibles 
and prayer-books (hould be chained at convenient diftances on each fide : thofe who 
tear or otherwife damage them fhould be punilhed. 



REGULATIONS. 

WITHOUT a due attention to the oeconomy and government of a prifon, it is 
evident that no contrivance of ftru&ure can fecure it from being the abode of wicked- 
nefs, difeafe, and mifery ; I Hull therefore offer a few hints for the better regulation 
of a gaol. 

The firft care muft be to find a good man for a gaoler ; one that is honeft, adtive, Gaoler. 
and humane. Such was Abel Dagge, who was formerly keeper of Briftol Newgate, 
I regretted his death, and revere his memory. And fuch is George Smith, keeper of 
Tothill-fields bridewell. 

This officer muft be fober himfelf, that he may, by example, as well as authority, 
reftrain drunkennefs, and other vices in his prifon. To remove a ftrong temptation 
to the contrary, it is highly requifite that no gaoler, turnkey, or other fervant be 

* The debtors at York, Lincoln, Norwich, Ipfwich, Chelmsford, &t. employ themfelves in knitting 
and weaving purfes, garters, nets, laces, Sec. This is an eafy and amufing employment, and might 
be efiablifhed in any prifon, ev«n among felons. For the art may be learned in a week's time, and 
no dangerous inftruments are neceflary. But then they mull have proper rooms and courts for their 
work. 
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Tap. fuffered to hold the *tap\ or to have any connexion, concern, or intereft whatever 
in the fale of liquors of any kind. Gaolers who hold, or let, the tap, find their 
account in not only conniving at, but promoting drunkennefs and midnight revels, 
fo that moll of our gaols are riotous ale-houfes and brothels. What profligate and 
debauched company of both fcxes, do we (ee let into our gaols, that the tap may 
be kept running! Even condemned criminals are fometimes heated with liquor till 
they become outrageous, as Lewis was, who was executed at Leicefter in 1782* 
Befides this, the gaoler's intereft in the fale of liquors, may prompt him to be 
partial in his behaviour to his prifoners \ to treat at leaft with negleft, thofe who 
are poor and have nothing to fpend ; which is the cafe of far the greater number : 
while he (hall carefs difhoneft debtors, who take fhelter in a prifon, in order to live 
there in riot upon the property of their creditors. I am perfuaded there would be 
fewer debtors in prifon if there were no taps, and they were retrained from riot and 
drunkennefs, 

I know that by the ftatute of 3 2d George II. a debtor has a right to fend out of the 
gaol for liquor and other neceffaries * . This is a very judicious proviiion ; and very 
beneficial to prifoners, where they have the free ufe of it -f\ But fome keepers there 
are, who find ways to reftrain this privilege, for the profits of their tap : whereas if 
they were prohibited from all concern in the fale of liquor, this would not only remove 
that check, and reftore to prifoners the enjoyment of the liberty they are entitled to; 
but would alfo be the means of fupprejjing much intemperance; and perhaps of abolifh- 
ing garnilh, as well as clubs or night afibciations. 

That it is neceffary to deprive gaolers of all profits arifing from the tap, I am con- 
vinced, not by mere fpeculation, but by whac 1 have learned from converfation with 
gaolers themfelves. I afked two of them, whom I found candid and intelligent, 
" What they thought would be the moft likely means of effecting a thorough refor- 
" mation in gaols ?" The anfwer I had from both, was to this purpofe, " Let no 
*' licences be granted for felling beer or wine in gaols : let it be made fome other 
" way worth our while to keep them." 

Gaolers (hould have falaries proportioned to the truft and trouble ; fince no office, 
jf faithfully and humanely adminiftered, better deferves an adequate encouragement ; 
yet not fo much as to raife them above attention to their duty, and the daily infpedion 
of their gaols. 

The Gaol-Committee > which I have mentioned before, in their report of the 
Marlhalfea prifon, 14th May 1729, after enumerating many mifchiefs which they 

1 « Wine is not neceffary, therefore I could wifh it were under the fame reftri&ion as fpirituous liquors 

in all prifons. 

f M At hh free will and pleafure, to fend for, or to have brought to him— at feafonable times in the 

day lime, any beer, ale, vittuais, or any other neceffary food." 

found 
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found had been occafioned by the gaoler's holding or letting the tap, draw the follow- 
ing conclufion : " This fhews the inconveniency of the keepers having the advantage 
" of the tap-houfe, fince to advance the rent thereof, and to confume the liquors 
ff there vended, they not only encourage riot and drunkennefs, but alfo prevent the 
" needy prifoner from being fupplied by his friends with the meer ncceffaries of life, 
" in order to increafe an exorbitant gain to their tenants." 

When I was in Ireland (January 1775) I found not without fome furprife, that no 
liquors were permitted to be fold by gaolers in any of the prifons which I then vifited. 
Upon inquiry, I learned that there is an adt againft it, made in the third year of his 
prefent Majetty *. 

. No prifoner fliould be a turnkey. It is the gaoler's duty to infpeft the wards 

himfelf every day, that he may fee they are clean, and not to leave this to fervants-f. 
He fhould open and unftop the windows, and order the bedding out to be aired, 
and the cribs to be taken out and waftied, othervvife they will gather dirt, and anfvver 
no falutary end. The magiftrates of Glafgow J have exprefsiy ordered that " The 
ft gaoler every morning and evening, at the opening of, and before the (hutting up 
!*' the prifon, Ihall perfonally vifit every room and place therein." 

He muft encourage and promote cleanlinefs. For this reafon an old or infirm 
man Ihould not be a gaoler: when that is the cafe, all is commonly dirty. — He 
fliould be compaffionate to the lick. — If he diftributes the allowance, he muft do 
juftice to the county, or city, and to his prifoners, by giving to the latter their full 
flared quantity. 

I have faid before, a gaoler fliould not live at a diftance from his prifon [j. He 
fhould not only refide on the fpot, but be conftantly at home. Prifoners generally 
take advantage of his abfence. — For this reafon, no keeper of a prifon fliould be a 

* The preamble runs thus, " Whereas many frauds and abufes have been committed by gaolers — exafling 
*< exorbitant fees, brewing of drink, and baking of bread, which they oblige their prifoners to take from them 
ts at their own rates— Be it enacted — that no gaoler, or any perfon in truft for him, lhall brew or bake in the 
" gaol — or in any place— for fale, or keep any lhop for the felling of bread, or beer, or ale, or other liquors, 
under the penalty of five pounds for every fuch offence, " 

f In my frft journies many county gaolers excufed themfelves from going with me into the felons ward. 
In York cattle (in 1774) the felons told me once and again that the gaoler had not been in their ward for 
months. I would not have quoted a report from felons, if the turnkey, who was prefent, had not confirmed 
their teflimony. 

X I ought not here to omit my grateful acknowledgments of the politenefs and civility of thefe Gentlemen, 
who, on my vifit to the place in January 1775, did me the honour of prefenting me with the freedom of the 
city, in a manner truly hofpitable and obliging. 

|| The bad confequences of a contrary police I have often feen and lamented ; particularly at Dublin in 
the old and new gaol. 
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Sheriff's Sheriff's officer. Such are very often abroad: and fome of them have acknowledged to 
Officer. me ^ ^ e j r bufinefs as officers was incompatible with their duty as gaolers. 
Chaplain. 1 had the pleafure to find a Chaplain appointed to mod of the county gaols ; in 
confequence of the adt made the 13th of his prefent Majefty. When this office is 
vacant, it behoves magiftrates not to take the firft clergyman who offers his fervice, 
without regarding his real chara<fler. They Ihould choofe one who is in principle 
a Chrtjiian: who will not content himfelf with officiating in public; but will con- 
verfe with the prifoners admonifh the profligate; exhort the thoughtlefs ; comfort 
the lick ; and make known to the condemned, that mercy which is revealed in the 
Gojpeh 

In the Life of Bernard Gilpin, page 173, the writer, fpeaking of his labours, informs 
us, that tc wherever he came, he ufed to vifit all the jails and places of confinement-, 
" few in the kingdom having at that time any appointed minifler." And by his 
affectionate addrefs " he is faid to have reformed many very abandoned perfons in 
thofe places 

In fome prifons where there is a chaplain appointed, no worfhip is fixed for Sunday: 
in fome where that day is fixed, the chaplain, choofing his hours, comes fometimes 
too foon in the morning, fometimes between morning and evening fervice, at the 
prifoners dinner-time. In fome there is no fixed day at all; confequently (as I 
have too often found) the fervice is totally omitted. — It would be proper to have 
fermon and prayers once, at leaft, on the Lord's day -f- : and prayers two fixed days in 
the week befides. And if a chapter of the Nezv Tcjlament were read daily by one of 
the prifoners to the reft, or by the gaoler, before the dillribution of prifon allowance, 
the time would not be mifpent. The reader, if a prifoner, might be allowed a fmall 
weekly penfion. — The gaoler flbould not, as fome do, hinder any prifoner from 
attending divine fervice. He ought to remove every hindrance. And, on Sunday 
efpecially, no vifitants fhould be admitted during that time. Villtants who are 
there, fhould go out or attend. The chapel bell fhould ring ten minutes before 
divine fervice. Upon alking at more places than one, " Why there were fo few 
prifoners at prayers ? ,J I have been anfwercd, " They are drinking with their 
friends." I have heard fome worthy clergymen lament the little fuccefs attending 
their labours in prifons, which they attributed to the fale of liquors, and the want 
of a proper feparation of the fexes. The gaoler fhould be conftaat at chapel with 

* In the reign of Queen Mary, this faithful minifter of the Gofpel was to have been a facrifice. But in his 
journey from Durham to Loadon, where he expected to fuffer, his leg was broken by a fall from his horfe ; 
and by that circumftance Providence faved him from the fiery trial ; for the bigotted Queen died before his 
recovery. In the next reign he was promoted to the rich living of Houghton in Northumberland : and it 
was there he laboured, as is faid above. 

f For on Sundays I have often feen debtors and others lying on their beds in the day-time ; which I am 
perfuaded would not have been the cafe, if there had been divine fervice in the chapel. 

his 



Sect. III. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



2Q 



his prifoners; and fct a good example for them to follow. The chaplain who officiates 
in the gaol may alfo officiate at the bridewell, where the diftance will allow; and 
preach once a Sunday in each prifon *f. 

It perhaps will be faid, that I propofe a great deal of duty to thefe gentlemen. 
The aft juft recited allows a fum not exceeding fifty pounds a year for their fervices. 
Many counties have fixed that falary ; but I ftiould hope that clergymen might be 
found who would adt from a much nobler motive, a regard to the moft important in- 
terefts of their fellow-creatures. 

The late aft for preferring the health of prifoners requires that an experienced Surgeon Svrceon* 
or Apothecary be appointed to every gaol : a man of repute in his profeflion. His 
bufinefs is, in the firft place, to order the immediate removal of the fick, to the in- 
firmary; and fee that they have proper bedding and attendance. Their irons fhould 
be taken off; and they fhould have, not only medicines, but alfo diet fuitable to 
their condition. He mnft diligently and daily vifit them himfelf ; not leaving them to 
journeymen and apprentices. He fhould conftantly inculcate the neceffity of cleanli- 
nefs and frelh air; and the danger of crowding prifoners together: and he fhould 
rccommendy what he cannot enforce. I need not add, that according to "the aft, he 
mud report to the juftices at each quarter- feffions, a ftate of the health of the pri- 
foners under his care f. 

At Newgate there are commonly about two hundred prifoners. Here the danger 
to them, and to the City from them, is great. To this capital prifon in the 
metropolis, the magiftrates would, in my opinion, do well to appoint a pbyjviqn, 
a furgeon and apothecary. One of the two latter to vifit each ward in the prifon every 
day. The two Compters are near enough to be taken care of by the fame gentlemen ; 
and they need to be vificed as conftantly. This attention would, in all probability, 
prevent the fpread of any infeftious difeafe in thofe gaols and filence county gaolers, 
who, when their piifons are infefted, tell you (as 1 ha\*e often heard them) " The 
u diftemper was brought from Newgate, by prifoners removed from thence by habeas 
" corpus." 

No prifoner fhould be fubjeft to any demand of Fees. The gaoler fhould have Vei 
a falary in lieu of them : and fo Ihould the turnkeys ; their wages fhould not be 
included in the gaoler's falary : and not only their pay, but the number of them 



* In the book of Common Prayer in Ireland, there is very properly inferted, " A form of prayer 
*< for the vifitation of prifoners, treated upon by the Archbifhops and Bifhops, and the reft of the clergy of 
V Ireland, and agreed upon by her majefty's licenfe in their fynod, holden at Dublin, in the yeai 
" 1711." 

t In fome foreign countries an officer of rank is obliged frequently to vifit the pi ifons, with a furgeon. 
He has a lift of the prifoners, and fees each of them, and makes a report to the regency of their. health* 
and the care that 3s taken of them. 
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ncccflary for each prifon, fliould be determined by the magiftrates. Neither of thofe 
articles fliould be left to the interefted appointment of a gaoler. If fees be not abo- 
liflied, I am fure they mould be reduced ; and fo fliould the chamber-rents for mafter- 
fide debtors. In this matter (of the chambers) another regulation is alfo needful ; 
that is, no middle-fized room mould have more beds than two. The bedding and 
other furniture fhould be fpecificd as to articles and value. 
Free For common- fide debtors there fhould be a ward entirely free: they fliould not be 

fubjed to any demand of rent ; as in many priibns they are, Thefe prifoners fhould 
either be alimented by their creditors without expence and delay ; or have from the 
county the fame allowance of every kind as felons: food, bedding, and medicine. 
Clear- In order to Clcanlinefs ; than which fcarce any thing in the whole oeconomy of 

a gaol is of more importance, the ceiling and walls of every ward and room 
Should be well fcraped ; and then wafhed with the bed ftone-lime taken hot from 
the kiln, and flaked in boiling water and fize, and ufed during the ftrong effer- 
vefcence • ; at leaft twice a year ; juft after the Lent and Summer, aflize. Each 
• ward and room fhould be fvvept, and wafhed every day, by the refpe£Uve inhabitants ; 
and fometimes with hot vinegar. Idle gaolers affedt to excufe their negligence in 
this refpc£t, by pretending that daily walhing would make the rooms damp, and 
endanger the health of prifoners. This is mere pretence. I know the effedt is 
dire&ly contrary. There is not in England a prifon more healthy, confidering 
the number of prifoners, than Tothillficlds bridewell ; where the rooms are waflied 
every day* The prifoners do the work by turns : and the healthinefs of the 
prifon is a demonftration, that no inconvenience, but great benefit is the con- 
fequence In Newgate, the prifoner who fweeps die ward has a double allowance 



* This is called lime-white, although whiting is not an ingredient in it. "Nothing is more effectual to 
deftroy vermin, purify the air, and prevent infection. White- warning is not only proper for cleanlinefs, 
but attempts to efcape are more eafily difaoveredin white than in dirty walls. 

f From the general practice of foreigners in building their prifons near the water, it feems, that they 
had no apprehenfions of bad confequences arifmg from fuch a fituation ; but they were convinced of the 
neceflity of cleanlinefs, and of the bad effects of offenfive drains. Dr. Heberden has expreffed his fenti- 
ments on this fubject in the Medical Tran/adions, pages $21, 524.. " In England few make any doubt of 
4( the great danger attending wet rooms. — Is this opinion founded upon experience, or is it a prejudice, 
" which has been fuffered to grow up and get flrength merely for want of being examined ? If we 
* inquire into the arguments in favour of this notion, we mall hardly End any other, than the random 
44 conjectures of the fick about the caufe of their illnefs ; or than their artfully fubltituting this origin of 
** it inftead of fome other, which they are unwilling to own.— The air from rivers and from the fea is 
** probably more Teplenifhed with vapours, than inland countries cleared of their woods ; yet the moft cele- 
* f brated of antient phyficians recommended the bank of a running river for the fituation of a houfe, on 
«• account of its peculiar healthinefs; and many invalids are&nt by the modern phyficians to the fea fide, 
H only for the benefit of the fea air." 

cf 



Sect. III. 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



of bread. — Every prifoner {hould be obliged to wafh his hands and face before he 
comes for his daily allowance and to keep himfelf as neat as circumftances will 
admit. I have faid before, there (hould be plenty of water in a prifon ; and need 
not add now, that prifoners fhould conftantly have free and cafy' accefs to it. 
Nothing can be more unreafonable than the pretences ufed among us to juftify 
inattention and negligence. I cannot help taking this occafion to add the following 
authorities on this fubjeft. All unprejudiced perfons mull acknowledge the abfolutc 
neceflity of freJJ: air and cleanllnefs to preferve and promote health. To this purpofe 
Dr. Mead writes, in his Difcomfe concerning Pejlikntial Contagion, page 41, 3^ edit. 
1720. M Nothing approaches fo near to the firft original of contagion, as air pent up, 
cc loaded with damps, and corrupted with the filthinefs that proceeds from animal 
" bodies* Our common prifons afford us an inftance of this, in which very few 
** efcape, what they call the gaol-fever, which is always attended with a degree of 
* c malignity in proportion to the chfenefs and Jlench of the place. And it would cer- 
€t tainly very well become the wifdom of the government, as well with regard to the 
i€ health of the town, as in compaflion to the prifoners, to take care, that all hovfes of 
i€ confinement, {hould be kept as airy and clean, as is confident with the ufe, to which 

4i they are defigned." And that " as nqftinejs is a great fource of infefiion, fo clean- 

*' linefs is the greateft prefervative." 

Sir John Pringle, in his Anniverfary Dijlottrfe at the Royal Society, on the fubjedt 
of Captain Cook's fuccefsful care of the (hip's crew in his voyage round the world, and 
the medal defervedly adjudged to him on that account, has the following paflagc at 
page 26. cc It is well known how much cleanlhefs is conducive to health ; but it is not 
M lb obvious how much it alio tends to good order and other virtues. That diligent 
u officer was perfuaded — that fuch men as he could induce to be more cleanly than 
ic they were difpofed to be of themfelves, became at the fame time more fober, more 
11 orderly, and more attentive to their duty." This remark is confirmed by an 
obfervation in the Spectator, No. 631. 44 Several vices, deftrudive both to mind 
§t and body, are inconfiftent with the habit of cleanlinefs." 

Every prifoner who comes to gaol dirty, fhould be waflhed in the cold or warm 
bath ; and his clothes fhould be put into the oven, in a fack on a pair of iron dogs. 
He (hould be provided with coarfe wafhing clothes to wear while his own are thus 
purifying: clothes fhould be kept ready in the gaol for this purpofe Each prifoner 
fhould have a clean fhirt twice a week. There fhould be in each ward a towel on 
a roller clean every day. Pails, mops, brcosns, foap, vinegar, and fuel, fhould 

# It would be better if criminals were to wear a kind of prifen- uniform during the whole of their confine- 
ment, as I have feen pra&ifed at many foreign prifons. Among other good effe&s, this would make them 
more liable to be difcovered on efcaping. On the other hand, they mould be trigd in ttiir owa clothe*, for 
the obvious re&fon that they may be more eafily recognized by the witnefles. 
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befupplied by the county or town: otherwife gaols will never be kept clean and whole- 
fome *. 

No (table, hogcote or dunghill fliould be fuffered in the court f ; nor any fowls 
kept there, which I have often feen not only in the courts, but alfo in the rooms of 
many prifons. No gaoler fhould keep more than one dog, and none fhould be 
kept by any prifoner whatever. Sweepings, allies, &c. fhould be taken away twice 
Bedding. a week. If the Bedding is ftraw, it fhould be put in coarfe canvafs; if it is not fo 
enclofed, it ought to be changed every week. Each bed fhould have a blanket and 
coarfe coverlet, and not be laid on the floor, but on a crib-bedftead, which fhould 
be moveable for wafhing the room. This would prevent infe&ion by cutaneous 
diforders, which are common in prifons. — Sir John Pringle obferves, page 51, 
" There being no ftraw at Fort-Augujlus, the men were ordered to cut the heath for 
" bedding-, and it was obfervable, that fuch as were moll careful in providing 
w themfelves with a due quantity, and renewing it often, were leaft lickly." May 



* As fumigation may femctimes be neceffary in the rooms of prifons, I here give fome extracts from 
the account with which the ingenious Dr. hind favoured me, of his fuccefsful method of purifying in- 
fected (hips. " Charcoal fires fhould be lighted in the morning, and allowed to remain till evening, and 
*' half a pound of brimftone thrown upon each; their fmoke in the mean time being clofely confined. 
*' They may be made in iron pots. This fumigation mould be repeated every day for a fortnight. 
«< Every evening after the fumigation, the ports and hatchways mould be opened, and the infide of the 
** fhip warned with warm vinegar : and after the laft fumigation, before the men return to the fhip, the 
tc decks fhould be thoroughly fcraped and cleaned. If the infection has been very violent, the parts of the 
<( fhip moft expofed to it may alfo be white-warned. Every thing ragged and dirty mould be deitroyed* 
f< as alfo the clothes and bedding of fuch as brought the infection into the ihip, the bedding of fuch as have 
" died of the fever, and unlefs the infection has been very mild, the bedding of fuch as have had the fever 
" though recovered. The remaining clothes and bedding fhould be purified by being expofed twice a 
<r week to the fleams of the brimflone and charcoal ; or when the brimftone might be fuppofed to injure 
4 < the clothes, they may be hung up in a clofe place — expofed to the fmoke of tobacco ftrewed on charcoal 
*' fires. Linens, and fuch articles as will admit of being wet, fhould, after the firft fumigation, be 
« ltgeped for feveral hours in cold water or leys, be well warned, and then dried in the open air. If, dur- 
u ing the fortnight of this fumigation, any perfon is taken ill of the fever, the fortnight fhould again 
• f commence from the day on which fuch perfon leaves the fhip. Strict attention fhould be paid to the 
<l cleanlinefs of the men both in their perfons and apparel : fuch as are fluggiih and dirty fhould be 
M made to bathe and clean themfelves ; and a fufficient quantity of flops mould be ifTued, that every man 
" may have a change of clothes. 1 ' 

I have obferved in prifons abroad a very cheap and pleafant fumigation, which furprifmgly corrects the 
.offenfivefllfs of the bad air. I fuppofe it is the fame as is ufed in Roman catholic churches, yfa juniper 
berries thrown upon burning coals in a chafing-difh. 

f The act of parliament in Ireland, which I mentioned in a former note, orders that " No gaoler, or 
• f any perfon employed by him, fhall prefume on any account to keep in the faid gaols, or the yard, 
A( or the houfes adjoining thereto, and provided for the ufe of fuch prifoners, any hogs, cows, or other 
* caLt,e > under the penalty of forty millings for fuch hog, cow, or other bead kept in the faid gaol 
44 or prifon." 
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nor one great caufe of the unhealthinefs of our prifoners be, the want of proper bed- 
ding, which obliges them to lie in their clothes? How different did the prifoners appear 
at Triefle from many that I have feen in Prufiia and at Vienna ! I was ftruck with the 
fame good appearance of the women prifoners at feveral of the fpin houfes in Holland. 
This reminds me of what I heard an old general fay, " That he always found his men 
<r fubjedt to illnefs and difeafes when they lay in camps, not from dampnefs, but from 
" lying in their clothes and the want of proper bedding > for at the fame time all his 
" officers had been quite healthy and well." Whatever be the caufe of this difference, 
whether a more free perforation in bed, taking off bandages, or ventilation of the clothes, I 
am fully convinced of the fa£t. 

Prifoners fliould not remain in the day-time in the rooms in which they fleep; they 
fliould have a common ward, day-room or kitchen, and an allowance of firing. They 
fliould alfo be made to get up early, and be called over — to their bread — and prayers. 
This would divert them, prevent them from fleeping immoderately, and be conducive 
to health. The doors of all the wards fhould be open at fix in fummer, and feven in 
winter.— Debtors fhould be locked up in their rooms at ten at night, as in France and 
other foreign countries. 

Thofe who drink only water, and have no nutritious liquor, ought to have at leaft a Food. 
pound and a half of good houfehold bread every day. The bread fliould be one day 
old, and then honeftly weighed to them. If once a week (fuppofe on Sunday) fome of 
the coarfer pieces of beef were boiled in the copper, and half a pound of the meat 
without bone given to each prifoner, with a quart of the broth, this Sunday dinner might 
be made an encouragement to peaceable and orderly behaviour: the turbulent and 
refraftory fhould not have it. Such an allowance might help to remove a bad cuftom 
that obtains too generally, the pretence of refrefliing prifoners with better food and 
drink on Sunday i upon which many are admitted into the gaols, and keep the prifoners 
from chapel. 

I ftate the. allowance in weight, not money, becaufe of the variable price. Befides 
that quantity of bread/ each prifoner fliould have a penny a day in money for cheefe, 
butter, potatoes, peafe, turnips : or he fliould have an honeft pennyworth of one of thofe 
articles. 

Here, as in the tap, I muft infift upon it as highly neceflary, that every gaoler, 
bridewell-keeper, turnkey, &c. be excluded from all concern in the prifoners allowance 
from all profit arifing direftly or indireSfly from the fale of their bread, or other food. 
Whoever diftributes it, fhould be free from all temptation to fraud: and be fubjedt to 
a flrong check. Scales and weights fliould be in all prifons, that the prifoners may fee 
that they have their allowance. The whole allowance of prifoners fhould never be given 
them in money. — In Ireland, the minifter of the parifli where the gaol is, orders the 
felons bread i and keeps (fliould keep) the account of it: for he is allowed by a£t of 
parliament, the 3d of forc. III. Chap. XXVIII. a fum not exceeding ten pounds a year 
for the trouble. 
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'The reader will plainly fee, that I am not an advocate for an extravagant and frofufe 
allowance to prifoners. I plead only for neeeffaries, in fuch a moderate quantity, as 
may fupport health and ftrength for labour. The law allows the poor debtor who is 
detained in prifon, two fhillings and four pence a week * (I wifh it were more eafily 
obtained); and the government allowance to aflize convi&s under fentence of tranfporta- 
tion is a little more, viz. two fhillings and fix pence, which the (heriff charges to govern- 
ment in his bill of cravings, prefented at the expiration of his office, — And I believe 
upon the average price of bread, potatoes, &c. the allowance I have mentioned does not 
exceed thofe fums. I prefume it may be thought rather incongruous to allow prifoners 
before trial (on which fome of them may be found not guilty) lefs than is given to thofe 
that a:: convi&ed. 

No No fighting fhould be fuffered in a gaol : no quarreling, or abufive language j nor 

Quarrels. ^ € frequent occafion of them, gaming. If any one be injured, let hirn complain to the 
keeper, who muft hear both parties face to face, decide the matter, and punifh the ag- 
greflbr by clofer confinement. Faults that deferve more fevere animadverfion, fhould 
be referred for the cognizance of the magistrates, or an infpector. 
Dona- Money fent, collected, or bequeathed, fhould be diflributed by the magiftrates impar- 

tially. Some of it might be laid out in tools, &c. for fuch debtors as will work. 
Legacies. The mention of Legacies reminds me of the need there is of a lift of them painted 
legibly on a board ; which fhould be hung up fo as to be read by the prifoners. Very 
few gaols have fuch a table : and for want of it many legacies have been entirely loft j 
and the charitable intention of the teftators fruftrated. Yet care of legacies is exprefsly 
required by the aft 32d George II. <f And it is farther enafted, that it be given in 
cc charge to every grand jury impannelled and fworn, to make inquiry concerning the 
* fame/' 

Table In the like confpicuous manner fhould be hung up in every gaol an authentic Table 

Fees/ &c. °f f ees > tS11 tIie y all are abolifhed. This alfo is exprefsly required by the fame aft. Yet 
in many gaols it is totally difregarded, and they have no fuch table, and prifoners are 
expofari to the impofition of keepers. 

In the aft 24th George II. which prohibits the ufe of fpirituous liquors in prifona 
or work-houfes, it is exprefsly required, that every gaoler, keeper, mafta, &c. lhall 
procure one or more copies of the three claufes f which contain the feveral articles 
of the prohibition, to be printed or fairly written, and hung up in one of the molt 

public 

* 32c! George IL 

+ In the prohibiting claufes, a fine of one hundred pounds is laid upon any gaoler, keeper, matter, &c. 
who (hull 1,11, uic, tend, or give away any fuch liquors ; or knowingly permit them to be fold, ufed, Sec. 
in Che noufc ; except they be preferred by a regular phyfician, furgeon, or apothecary, to be ufed medici^ 
nally.— And a fine of ten pounds to twenty pounds, or any time not exceeding three months imprifonment, 
for any perfon who (hall bring fuch liquors into the houfe. One moiety of thefe fines, as well as of that 
mentioned above, to the informer ; the other moiety of each of the two iinaller fines to the prUbnw ; or, in 
the work-houfe, to the poor. 
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public places of the prifon or work-houfe, and renewed as occafion requires, under ehc 
penalty of forty {hillings for every default. 

There fhould alio be a table of the diet or allowance to prifoners: for want of which 
I have known them defrauded of a confiderable part of their food : the whole of which is 
no where more than fufficient. The fame table lhould exhibit the particulars of bed- 
ding, ftraw, &c. 

The aft for preferving the health of prifoners requires that it be painted on a board, 
&c. not merely written or printed on paper, becaufe that is more perifhable, and liable 
to be torn *; I have obferved that thofe prifons were the cleaneft in which the aft was 
confpicuoufly hung up. The rules for cleanlinefs, and orders againft garnifli, gaming, 
drunkennefs, quarreling, profanenefs and obfeenity, fhould alfo be vifibly exhibited ; 
with the penalties for each of thole crimes. The penalties fhould be fixed by the 
magiftrates, or by law. — The table fhould alfo Ihew the hours of opening and (hutting 
the feveral wards; and of attending public worfhip. Befides fetting down thefe hours 
in a table, notice fhould be given of them by a bell, as" in the dock-yards. I have 
known prifoners abfent from chapel, who faid they would have been there, but did not 
know the fervice was performing. 

It is exprefsly required by the aft j^d Geo. II. that Rules and orders made, figned, Rules; 
and confirmed^ as the table of fees, be drawn up for every prifon, and hung up confpicuous 
in it for the infpeftion of prifoners f . Yet in many prifons neither tables of fees nor 
orders are to be feen ; the latter in very few. Regulations relative to cleanlinefs and 
order, are as neceffary for debtors as for felons s the want of them has often been 
lamented by keepers. 

An Alarm bell would be extremely proper in every prifon, in order to fummon Alarm 
afliftance in cafe of any infurreftion, or general efcape. The very idea of fuch a thing Bell » 
would greatly contribute to prevent the projecting of fuch fchemes. 

I have not feen the claufes hung up in any nvork-houfe. I fhall in the fequel mark the numerous prifons 
that have the fame defeft : I could alfo have mentioned prifons in which, notwithstanding the a£t, fpirituous 
liquors are freely ufed : I could even name gaolers who find ways to evade the att, and do themfelves fell 
fuch liquors to their prifoners ; and I have known the claufes againft fpirituous liquors hung up till the keepers 
had licences, after which they were no more feen. — I have feen fo much of the bad effe&s of fpirituous liquors, 
that I am pcrfuaded a total prohibition of them would be greatly conducive to the health and morals of the 
community. — Dr. M'F avian, in his Inquiries concerning the Poor, page 30, fays, " There is no vice that has 
ruined a greater number of tradefmen, or brought more families to raifery, than this habit of drinking fpiri- 
tuous liquors. 93 

# I mention this circumftance, that may feem trifling, as I know the difpofition of prifoncrs to deftroy the 
printed copies of the claufes againft fpirituous liquors. 

t 94 Be it alfo- enafted— That the judges and juftices of alfize— (hall, at all afllzcs— make inquiry whether 
" fuch table of fees, and rules and orders— are hung up and remain publick— and fhall inform themfelves— 
" and fupply and redrefs— and fhall exprefsly give in charge to every grand jury impanneUed and fworn 
i% before them refpeftively, to make inquiries concerning the fame." 
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Finally; The care of a prifon is too important to be left wholly to a gaoler; paid 
indeed for his attendance, but often tempted by his paffions, or intereft, to fail in 
Inspector, his duty. To every prifon there fliould be an Infpettor appointed ; either by his col- 
leagues in the magiftracy, or by parliament*. Sheriffs and magiftrates have indeed 
this power already ; and prifons are their immediate care. But fome fheriffs excufe 
themfelves from attention to this part of their duty, on account of the fhort duration, 
expence, and trouble of their office: and thefe gentlemen, as well as gentlemen 
in the commiflion of the peace, have no doubt been fearful of the confequence of 
looking into prifons. But the danger from fuch infpedlion is in great meafure 
abated ; and it may be expected that fheriffs will now engage in this bufinefs ; and 
that among juftices, and town magiftrates, there may always be found one man ge- 
nerous enough to undertake this important fervice. Or if the conftant trouble be 
thought too much for one perfon, it may proceed by annual, quarterly, or monthly 
rotation. The infpe£tor fhould make his vifit once in a week, changing his days. He 
Ihould take with him a memorandum of all the rules, and inquire into the obfervance 
or negleA of them. He fhould (as is done in fome of our hofpitals) look into 
every room, to fee if it be clean, &c. He fhould fpeak with every prifoner ; hear 
all complaints ; and immediately correal what he finds manifeftly wrong : what he 
doubts of, he may refer to his brethren in office, at their next meeting. — A good 
gaoler will be pleafed with this fcrutiny : it will do him honour, and confirm him in 
his ftation : in cafe of a lefs worthy gaoler, the examination is more needful, in order 
to his being reprimanded ; and, if he be incorrigible, he (hould be difcharged. This 
honourable delegate fhould have no /alary : he fhould engage from the noble motive 
of doing juftice to prifoners, and fervice to his country. — The great Dr. Young fays, 
" If half the mifery that is felt by fome, were feen by others, it would fhock them 
with horror." And the author of Telemachus makes this delicate remark, " The 
profperous turn away their eyes from the miferable, not through infenfibility, but 
becaufe the fight is an interruption of their gaiety." If fuch motives prevail with 
thofe who think themfelves under no obligation to fhew pity to prifoners ; furely 
magiftrates fhould a<5t upon a more righteous principle, and confider what is due from 
them. 

I have often inquired of gaolers, whether the fheriffs, juftices, or town-magiftrates 
infped their gaols ? Many of the oldeft have anfwered, " None of thofe gentlemen 
ever looked into the dungeons, or even the wards of my gaol." Others have faid, 
" Thofe gentlemen think that if they came into my gaol, they fliould foon be in 

* The Vagrant aft 17th George II. requires that two juftices vif;t the houfes of correction «« twice, or 
oftencr if need be, in every year; and to examine into the eftate and management thereof, and to. 
report, &x." And that the juftices at quarter-feflions impofe fines and penalties on the governors or 
matters who do not keep their prifoners to hard labour, and punifh and correft them according to the direc- 
tions of the warrants, &c. 

7 ( their 



Sect.III. PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



37 



their graves." Others, " The juftices think the infide of my houfe too clofe for them; 
they fatisfy themfelves with viewing the outfidc." Now if magiftrates continue thus 
negligent of their duty, a general thorough reformation of our prifons mull be defpaired 
of. What has been already obtained will foon be loft; and all will fink again into the 
former dreadful condition. 



BRIDEWELLS. 

I f our bridewells be not more properly condu&ed, fending prifoners from them to 
county-gaols will defeat all the care of the mod attentive gaolers, and the whole inten- 
tion of the aft for preferving the health of prifoners. And when offenders are dis- 
charged, they will fpread difeafe and vice wherever they go : and inftead of being 
amended, become an aggravated evil to fociety. 

It is a (hocking thing to deftroy in prifon the morals, the health, and (as is often 
done) the lives of thofe whom the law configns only to hard labour and correction. — 
One is charged with baftardy : another is abufive in a drunken quarrel : a young 
creature, who perhaps was never taught a moral leffon, is guilty of fome petty theft : — 
lend them to bridewell for a yea*, or two, which they muft wafte in idlenefs, hunger; 
dirt, and with companions much improved by fuch education. — If that prifon be not 
fecure, fend them into ftill worfe company ; that of abandoned felons in the county- 
gaol. What is this but devoting them to deftruftion ? Many may date the total lofs 
of every principle of honour and virtue, from their confinement in thefe fchools of 
wickednels. 

Every county and town that has a bridewell fhould be careful to fee, fir ft of all* 
that it be fuitable to the purpofe. In many places the county-gaol is alfo a bride- 
well. But this prifon ought to be quite feparate from the gaol : at leaft not within 
the fame walls : nor fhould even the court-yard be common to both. The build- 
ing muft be proportioned to the general number of delinquents. None of the 
rooms for confinement fhould be lower than the ground-floor s rather a ftory above 
it. Each Work-room fhould have a thorough-fare for air: but the oppofite windows Work.* 
need not be equal; the back windows half the fize of thofe in front, and fix feet R00MS » 
from the floor *. Few or none of the windows fhould have glafs \ only blinds, 
fimilar to what are ufed in diftilleries f \ or fhutters, and thefe fhould be open feveral 

# 

• In all large rooms,, where there are numbers of people, provifion fhould be made for letting out tha 
vitiated air at the top of them. See Dr. Priejllefs Experiments, &c. page 281. 

t See Plate II. Letter A. 
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hours in the day. The rooms, where the windows are not glazed, fhould have fire- 
places. The windows ftiould be by no means towards the ftreet, that fpirituous liquors 
or files, &c. may not be conveyed to the prifoners. In the court-yard (for fuch is 
^neceffary in every prifon*) there (hould be a pump, or fome other provifion for water 
in plenty. And prifoners fliould be permitted to walk about, when they have done 
working. 

For in work they ought, moft certainly, to be employed. This is indifpenfibly re- 
quifite. Not one fhould be idle, that is not fickf. Where the prifoners are numerous, 
there fhould be feveral work-rooms ; and but few prifoners in one room. Thofe who 
work by compulfion are more likely to be feduced to idlenefs in large companies, than 
when they are more folitary. — The keeper fhould be a mafter of fome manufacture J ; 
a man of activity ||, prudence, and temper. And he fhould keep his prifoners at work 
ten hours a day ; meal-times included. 

For women, efpecially thofe that have children with them, and fometimes at the 
breaft, there fhould be a chimney in one or two rooms : and in winter they fhould 
be allowed firing. I have known infants ftarved to death for want of this §. In 

fome 

* By an act 7th James I. Cap. IV. it is required that there be in every county " one or more fit 
*' and convenient houfe or houfes of correction, with convenient backfide thereunto adjoining — Every 
fr juftice of peace within every county — where fuch houfe and backfide mall not be erected or pro* 
" vided," (within about two years) " (hall forfeit for his faid neglect, five pounds of lawful Englifti 
<f money $" one moiety to the informer, the other towards erecting, building, &c. the faid houfe and back- 
fide.— And an act made in Ireland the loth and 11th of Charles I. requires the fame, under the like penalty 
for neglect. 

t Many are committed to bridewell to live In idlenefs. Some warrants do not order them to labour. 
Magiftrates fhould confider that prifoners confined for one or two years are entirely ruined ; not only as to 
morals, but as to their capacity for labour ; for I have known fome on going to work, immediately fall into 
a decline. 

I The acts cited in a preceding note require that houfes of correction have rc mills, turns, cards, and 
'« fuch-like neceffary implements, to fet rogues or other idle perfons on work." And the act 17th George II. 
quoted in a former note, requires that the juftices at their quarter- feffions " take effectual care that the 
" houfes of correction — be duly fitted up, furnilhcd, and fupplied with fufRcient implements, materials, and 
* c furniture, for keeping, relieving, fctting to work, employing, and correcting all idle and diforderly perfons, 
« rogues', vagabonds, &c." 

|| It was remarked that a gaoler fhould not be an old or infirm perfon ; the fame caution is requisite with 
regard to the keeper of a IriJe-well \ fince fuch an one would neither be able to keep the prifoners properly at 
work, nor to prevent their making their cfcape at the time of locking up, as I knew to happen at Prefton in 

Lancafhire, and other places. 

§ Not having fufficiently infifted on the neceffity of an allowance of firing in gaols, I take occafion here 
to obferve, that this is not only what humanity demands in our climate, but that it is eflential to the 
prefervation of the health of prifoners, by promoting the circulation of air, and preventing thofe mor- 
tifications of the feet to which they are fo liable. I well know, that the want of firing joined to 
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fome prifons where firing is allowed^ the fmokc has no vent but at the doors and 
windows. — There fhould be a feparate room or two for faulty apprentices, as at 
Tothill-fieldsj Clerkenwell, St. George's Fields, &c And two airy rooms for the 
lick ; with medical relief. Men and women fhould be here entirely feparated, as well 
as in gaols, to prevent the debauchery and vice fo generally pradtifed in our prifons. 
They ihould have work-Ihops, as well as night-rooms, feparate j\ — There fhould be 
baths, and aa oven, for the fame purpofes as in the gaols. — In fome county bride- 
wells there are from ten to twenty prifoners, and in Tothiil-fields and Cierkenwell 
many more. Great care fhould be taken to prevent infeftion ; to keep the houfe 
clean, and well aired : and invariably to adhere to flrift rules of fobriety and diligence, 
in order to corre<5t the faults of prifoners, and make them for the future ufeful to 
fociety. Gentle difcipline is commonly more efficacious than feverity ; which fhould 
not be exercifed but on fuch as will not be amended by lenity. Thefe fhould be 
punifhed by folitary confinement on bread and water, for a time proportioned to their 
fault J. Endeavours fhould be ufed to perfuade the offender that he is corrected only 

fcanty provlfion, has been the caufe of great mortality in our prifons during the winter. In one of thefe 
fcoufes three prifoners were llarved to death, only one halfpenny being found on them all. I waited on the 
coroner (who from the humanity of our laws muft be applied to in fuch a cafe) and he acquainted me, that 
the verdict brought in was by the <vifitation of God, othcrwife, the keeper would have been liable to a profecu- 
tion for felony, and might have been hanged ; whereas, the fault lay with the jufticesj who had ordered, an 
allowance not fufficient to fupport nature. 

* Boys confined for correction fhould always be feparate from other prifoners, and indeed from one 
another. A kind and tender monitor lhould often fee them, and without tiring their attention, converfe with 
them as a parent or a friend. 

+ In all prifons, it would be an excellent improvement to have crib beds for each perfon, like thofe at 
Haflar, and the royal hofpital at Plymouth. (See Plate II. B.) Thefe may be made of caft iron, without 
fides, nearly as cheap as of oak. The beds or cradles at Plymouth are fourteen inches from the floor : three 
feet one inch high at the head, and two feet three inches at the feet : fix feet two inches long, and three feet 
one inch wide in the clear. The boards on the fides (three feet eight inches long) Aide in an inch groove. 
A medicine box hangs b) two hooks at the back of each cradle, which is neceflary only in infirmaries. To 
thefe cradles are hair mattrefies, bedding, Sec. If offenders have only loofe lhaw, though with a coverlet, 
they muft . lie in their clothes, and of neceffity be dirty and fickly obje&s. Therefore proper bedding is 
necelfary. Without this, how can habits of cleanlinefs be produced and promoted in young creatures ? or 
what difpofttion can fuch have for work ? 

% The notion, that convitts are ungovernable, is certainly erroneous. There is a mode of managing fome 
of the moft defperate, with eafe to yuurieii, a d advantage to them. Many of them are (hrevvd and fcnfible : 
manage them with calmnefs, yet with tteaxfinefs: (hew them that you have humanity, and that you aim to 
make them ufeful members of fociety let them fee and hear the rules and orders of the pnfon, and be con- 
vinced that they are not defrauded in their provifions or clothes by contractors or gaolers. When they are 
fick, let them be treated with tendwrnefs. Such conduct would prevent mutiny in prifons, and attempts to 
eicape j which J am fully perluadtd are often uwiJg to priioners being made defperate, by die inhumanity 
and ill ulage of their keepers. 
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for his own good. — The keeper fliould, by all means, refide in the houfe. He fliould 
not be fuffered to farm any part of the allowance : nor to fell liquor, or any thing elfe. 
I have often obferved, that bridewells are cleaner and quieter where keepers have 
no licence. He fliould have no fees*, but a falary proportioned to the truft, that 
he may not be obliged to follow any bufmefs out of the houfe. — The whole manage- 
ment fliould be frequently examined, in the fame manner as that of a gaol, and by 
the fame fort of infpcCtors. — In the houfe there fhould be a room for the magiftrates, 
as there is in foreign houfes of correction, fnnilar to the governors room in hofpitals, 
and in the houfes of induftry in Suffolk and Norfolk. The courts of jullice fat in 
the prifons in Scotland formerly; and this is ftiil the cafe in fome of the towns. 
This would be attended with many advantages. Mr. Henry Fielding remarks, that 
cc The fufferings of the poor are indeed lefs obferved than their mifdeeds ; not from 
u any want of compaffion, but becaufe they are lefs known ; and this is the true 
<c reafon why we fo often hear them mentioned with abhorrence, and fo feldom with 
u pity." 

I have before faid, that -I am no advocate for luxury in prifons ; for I would have no 
meat diet for criminals in houfes of correction, or at molt, only on Sundays. Yet I 
would plead, that they fhould have a pound and a half of good houfehold bread a day, 
and a quart of good beer : befides twice a day a quart of warm foup made from peafe, 
rice, milk or barley. For a change they might fometimes have turnips, carrots, or 
potatoes. It may be faid, this diet will ftarve thofe who work in houfes of correction : 
but I am perfuaded of the contrary s by what I have feen abroad, in the galleys, in the 
houfes of correction, and among the moft robuft labourers. Though I am fenfible that 
perfons confined, whofe minds are deprefled, need more nourifliment than fuch as are 
at liberty. 

I know not any reafon why an houfe of correction may not be conducted with as 
much regularity, as any other houfe where the family is equally numerous. Some 
foreign bridewells are fo conducted.— Let the fober and diligent be diftinguiflied 
by fome preference in their diet, or lodging; or by fliortening the term of their 
confinement : and giving them, when difcharged, a good character. This laft will 
be a ftrong incitement to good behaviour. — The hours of rifing, of reading a 
chapter in the Bible, of prayers, of meals, of work, &c. fliould all be fixed by the 
magiftrates, and notice of them given by a bell. A Chaplain is neceflary here in 
every view. — To reform prifoners, or to make them better as to their morals, Ihould 
always be the leading view in every houfe of correction, and their earnings fliould 
only be a fecondary objeCt. As rational and immortal beings we owe this to them* nor 

* Many young creatures, when their term is expired, are detained in prifon ; others ftript of a remaining 
handkerchief, apron, or petticoat. Such neceffaries have I feen left with the keepers till they could bring 
their fees. 
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can any criminality of theirs juftify our negled in this particular. The laft recited 
author fays, " Religion will, I am fatisfied, have a ftrong influence in correcting the 
w morals of men ; and I am no lefs perfuaded, that it is religion alone which can 
€4 effedhially accomplilh fo great and fo defirable a work." 

Some have fuppofed that the profit of the work in a houfe of corre&ion might 
fupport the expence of the houfe. But however it may appear in fpeculation, in 
pra&ice it is always found otherwife. The difference is great between involuntary 
labour and that which is performed from choice. In the beft regulated houfes of 
correction in Holland, taxes are fixed for their fupport *. But though a bridewell 
cannot fupport iffeif, yets under proper regulation, it would contribute in fome 
meafure towards its own maintenance. An exadt account fhould be kept of the 
profit of the work ; and all of it applied to common benefit ; not left to the difpofal 
of keepers : for fome of them, in the few bridewells where work is done, keep to 
thcmfelves a fixth part, fome half, and fome the whole of the prifoners earnings; 
giving them only the fhort county-allowance, and fometimes but part of that. When 
I *faid all the earnings fhould go to common flock, I meant it of the ftated hours 
for working. Thofe who will employ themfelves in extra-hours, fhould have the 
profit to themfelves. And it would be an encouragement to diligence in the ftated 
hours, to give them fome portion of the profit of thefe alfo ; or employ them in 
beating hemp, and fpinning, and weaving linen for their own ufe : for clean linen 
they fhould have every week. With regular ccconomy, prifoners would be better 
nourifhed, and fitter for labour, than they now are ; and yet the county not bur- 
thened with much, if any, additional expence. But a building fit for the intention 
they ought to provide. 

The charge of this, as well as of a proper gaol, will, no doubt, be complained of. 
But if that be weighed againft the benefit which will accrue to the public, it will 
be found but light, Befides, that ought not to be allowed as a valid objection, the 
occafion of which fhould have been removed long ago. Why have fome prifons 
been fuffered to become ruinous, fo that many rooms in them are unfafe, and 
prifoners are crowded together in the few that remain ; or, fur the lmalleft offences 
are loaded, with irons to prevent their efcape ? Why were not the walls of the 
courts repaired in time, that prifoners might with fafety be allowed the proper ufe 



• Mr. Thomas Firmln, a citizen of London in the laft century, employed :ibout two thoufand poor, by 
which he loft £200 a year, though good quantities of commodities were taken off by the kindnefs ot 
feveral perfons, at the price they coil him to fpin and weave. Jn particular, the Eall India and Guinea 
companies gave him encouragement to make their allabas cloths, and^oarfe canv as for pepper-bags, which 
before they bought from foreign countries. M For leven or eight years together he loft two pence in a 
** (hilling by all the work of his poor : but he was content; for he would fay, two pence given them by 
«? lofs in their work, was twice fo much faved to the public, in that it took them off from beggary, or 
*' theft.'* Firmtns Life, pages 33 & 34, 

G of 



PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS. 



of them ? Money, to the amount of thoufands, is not with-held when Shire-hall* 
and Town- halls are wanted : (thefe we fee grand and elegant edifices.) Why fhould 
it be fpared when the morals and lives of multitudes are at (lake j and when it is 
impoffible the defign of the legiflature ihonld be anfwered without it? I mean, 
amending the manners of petty offenders ; preventing the fpread of difeafes, and the 
increafe of felonies. That the two latter, inftead of being prevented, are promoted by 
the prefent irregularity of bridewells, is notorious *. Prefcription founded on culpable 
negligence fhould not be admitted in bar of a demand, which every principle of 
equity, humanity, and utility confpires to enforce. 

I could wifli, that no perfons might differ capitally but for murder — for fetting houfes 
on fire — for houfe-breaking, attended with a<5h of cruelty. The highwayman — the 
footpad — the habitual thief, and people of this clan ; fhould end their days in a peni- 
tentiary houfe, rather than on the gallows. cc That many cart-loads of our fellow- 
u creatures are once in fix weeks carried to (laughter, is a dreadful confideration ; and: 
u this is greatly heightened by reflefting, that, with proper care and proper regula- 
" tions, much the greater part of thefe wretches might have been made not only 
u happy in themfelves, but very ufeful members of fociety, which they now lb 
" greatly dilhonour in the fight of all Chriflendom f." 

The management of bridewells is now a matter of more than ordinary concern, 
fince offenders are at prefent committed to them for terms fo long as tfm or three 
years. Moft of thefe perfons would probably have been fentenced to tranfportation 9 
when that mode of punifhment was more general. 
Tran> I had taken fome pains to make inquiries concerning the ftate of Tranfports, with 
regard to whom many cruelties and impofitions were commonly pradtifed, and whofe 
condition was in many refpetfs equally contrary to humanity and good policy : I flat- 
tered myfelf that I had difcovered means of remedying thefe evils in a confiderable 
degree, and of difburthening the counties of a heavy expence with which they were 
charged ; and was preparing to lay them before the public, when a new turn was given 
to the matter by the late aft of parliament J. 

* 1%e benevolent Marquis Beccaria clofes his 31ft chapter with this maxim. " The puniftiment of a 
M crime cannot be juft, (that is necefTary) if the laws have not endeavoured to prevent that crime by the beft 
*' means which times and circumftances would allow." 

f H. Fielding* j Enquiry^ page tdt* 
\ 16th of George III. Cap. XLIII. u An ac"t to authorife, for a limited time, the punifhment by hard 
labour of Offenders who, for certain crimes, are or fhall become liable to be tranfported to any of 
*■ his Majefty's colonics and plantations." Mr. Eden has obferved that <c The numbers of perfons for 
4< whom fome mode of reflraint and punifhment in lieu of tranfportation muft be provided, may be eftimated 
" at one thoufand annually. " See the Preface to bis Draught of a Bill, 1778. If the impolitic mode 
of tranfportation be again adopted, the cruelty fhould not be aggravated by confining convicls a long time 
before they arc fettt off. 

Since 
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Since this has taken place, I fupprefs what I had written *; and will only give, at 
the end of my book, a lift of the numbers delivered from Newgate for transportation 
in the conrfe of three years. This will (hew, in a very alarming light, the danger 
there may be in future of crowding our prilons, fo as to produce the mod definitive 
confequences, 

I cannot conclude this fection, without attempting to obviate fome objections 
that may occur to the improvements propofed in it. It may be faid, that from the 
many conveniences fuggefted in the ftrufture of prifons, and the removal of thofe 
hardQiips which rendered them fo terrible, the dread of being confined in them 
will in great meafure be taken off, and the lower clafles of people will find them 
more comfortable places of refidence than their own houfes. But let it be confidered 
in the firft place, that although I have indeed recommended fuch attention in the 
conftrudlion and management as may free them from the difcafes and hardjlnps under 
which they have laboured, I have propofed nothing to give them an air of clcganct 
or pleafantncfs. On the contrary, I have cenfured the plan o^fome modern gaols 
as too fliewy and fplendid ; and nothing abroad ftruck me more with regard to thefe 
buildings, than the perfedl plainnefs and fimplicity of their appearance. Then, with 
refpeft to the more humane treatment of the prifoners in the articles of food, lodg- 
ing, and the like, I venture to aflert, that if to it be joined fuch ftrift regulations 
in preventing all difiipation and riotous amufement, as I have inculcated, confine- 
ment in a prifon, though it may ceafe to be definitive to health and morals, will 
not fail to be fufficiently irkfome and difagreeable, efpecially to the idle and pro- 
fligate. 

The Venltenttary houfes directed by a late aft of parliament, may, under proper 
management, be made to anfwer very ufeful purpofes. Much, however, will depend 
upon their proper regulation. I do not pretend to be qualified for drawing up 
a perfect fyftem of this difficult bufinefs ; but in order to afiift perlbns of fuperior 
abilities in their refearches on this fubjeft, I have added, at the end of the volume, 
a table of fuch general heads arid particulars as feem to me mod deferving of at- 
tention. 

# On the whole, I perfectly concur in opinion 1 with a learned writer, who has averted that u every efFeft 
** of banifhrnent, as pradifed in England, is often beneficial to the criminal, and always injurious to the 
" community, " Principles of Penal Laiv, p. 33, 
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SECTION IV, 

AN ACCOUNT OF FOREIGN PRISONS 
AND HOSPITALS. 

I DESIGNED to publifh the account of our prifons in the fpring 17^5, after I 
returned from Scotland and Ireland. But conjecturing that fomething ufeful to 
my purpofe might be collefted abroad ; I laid afide my papers, and travelled into 
France, Flanders, Holland, and Germany. I flattered myfelf that my labour was 
not quite fruitiefs ; and repeated my vifit to thefe countries, and went alfo to Swit- 
zerland, in 1776. 

In the conclufion of my firft edition, I made a promife, if the legiilaturc fliould 
ferioufly engage in the reformation of our prifons, to take a third journey, through 
the Pruflian and Auftrian dominions, and the free cities of Germany. This I ac- 
compliftied in 1778, and likewife extended my tour through Italy, and revifited fome 
of the countries I had before feen in purfuit of my objedl. Thefe obfervations were 
publifhed in a fecond edition in 1780. But before the publication of another edition, 
I wilhed to acquire fome further knowledge on the fubje£t. For this purpofe in 1 781 
I again reviftted Holland, and fome cities in Germany. I vifited alfo the capitals of 
Denmark, Sweden, Ruflia and Poland; and in 1783 fome cities in Portugal and 
Spain, and returned through France, Flanders and Holland. The fubflance of all 
thefe travels is now thrown into one narrative. — I have only to add, that, fully fenfible 
of the imperfe&ion that muft attend the curfory furvey of a traveller, it was my ftudy 
to remedy that defeft by confining my attention to the one object of my purfuit., 
during the whole of my journies abroad. 



HOLLAND, 

Prisons in the United Provinces are fo quiet, and mofh of them fo clean, that 
a vifitor can hardly believe he is in a gaol. They are commonly (except the rafp- 
houfes) white-walhed once or twice a year : and prifoners obferved to me how re- 
frelhing it was to come into the rooms after they had been fo thoroughly cleaned. 

A phyficiaa 
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A phyficiaa and furgeon is appointed to every prifon; and prifoners are in general 
healthy. 

In mod of the prifons for criminals there are fo many rooms that each prifoncr is 
kept feparate. They never go out of their rooms : each has a bedftead, ftraw mat, 
and coverlet. But there are few criminals, except thofe in the rafp-houfes and Jpin- 
houfes. Of late, in all the fcven provinces, feldom more executions in a year than 
from four to fix. One reafon of this, I believe, is the awful folemnity of executions* 
which are performed in prefence of the magiftrates, with great order and ferioufhefs, 
and great effedt on the fpettators. I did not fee the procefs in Holland ; but it was 
particularly defcribed to me, and was fimilar to what 1 had been witnefs of in another 
place abroad. 

The common method of execution for unpremeditated murder, is decollation by 
a broad fword. Robberies are generally punifhed by the halter. For the more 
atrocious crimes, fuch as premeditated murder, &c. the melefafror is broken on the 
wheel > or rather on a crofs laid flat upon the fcaffold. But a defcription of the 
manner of this execution, which is finiflied by a coup de grace on the breaft, would not 
be agreeable to any of my readers. 

Debtors alfo are but few. The. magiftrates do not approve of confining in 
idlenefs any that may be ufefully employed. And when one is imprifoned, the 
creditor muft pay the gaoler for his maintenance, from five and a half to eighteen 
(livers a day, according to- the debtor's former condition in life. The aliment muft 
be paid every week: in default whereof, the gaoler gives eight days notice; and 
if within that time, the money, or fecurity for it, be not brought, the debtor is 
difcharged. 

Another reafon is, that the fituation is very difgraceful. But, perhaps, the prin- 
cipal caufe that debtors, as well as capital offenders, are few, is the great care that is 
taken to train up the children of the poor, and indeed of all others, to induftry. 
No debtors have their wives and children living with them in prilbn : but occafional 
vifits in the day-time are not forbidden. You do not hear in the flreets as you pafs 
by a prifon, what I have been rallied for abroad, the cry of poor hungry Jlarving 
debtors. 

The States do not tranfport convi&s ; but men are put to labour in the rafp-houfes, 
and women to proper work in the fpin-houfes : upon this profefted maxim, Make thm 
diligent, and they will be honejl. The rafping logwood, which was formerly the 
principal work done by the male convifts, is now in many places performed at the 
mills, much cheaper : and the Dutch, finding woollen manufactures more profitable, 
have lately fet up feveral of them in thofe houfes of corre&ion. In fome, the work 
of the robuft prifoners does not only fupport them ; but they have a little extra-time 
to earn fomewhat for their better living in prifon, or for their benefit afterwards. 

Great care is taken to give them moral and religious inftrudtion, and reform their 
manners, for their own and the public good. The chaplain (fuch there is in every 

houfe 
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houfe of correction) does not only perform public worfliip, but privately inftrudts the 
prifoners, catechifcs them every week, £cc. and I am well informed, that many come 
out fober and honeft *. Some have even chofen to continue and work in the houfe 
after their difcharge. 

Offenders are fentenccd to thefe houfes, according to their crimes, for feven, ten, 
fifteen, twenty, and even to ninety-nine years : but, to prevent defpair, feldom for 
life. As an encouragement to fobriety and induftry, thofe who diftinguifli them- 
ielves by fuch behaviour, are difcharged before the expiration of their term. And 
the prifoner who gives information of an intended efcape is greatly favoured in this 
refpedl: his term is fhortened, and fometimes he gains his liberty. A little before 
the election of new magiftrates, thofe who are in office infpe£t thefe prifons ; and 
inquire of the keeper which prifoners, of thofe who have been confined a few years, 
have been diligent and orderly ; and of the minifter, which of them have been 
moft attentive to public and private inftrudtions. According to the accounts, they 
abridge the appointed time of punilhment : fo that fourteen years will fometimes be 
reduced to eight or ten ; and twelve years to fix or fever!. This pradlice is in every 
view wife and beneficial. Indeed, I have fome reafon to think that criminals are often 
doomed to a longer term, with an intention to make fuch deductions upon their 
amendment. 

I was informed that the produce of the work does not maintain thefe- houfes : 
though the men that are robuft earn from eight to ten ftivers a day ; and healthy 
women by fpinning, &c. from four to fix. But fome earn lefs ; and thofe that are 
infirm, very little : none however are quite idle, unlefs fick. This is furely excellent 
policy ; for befides guarding againft the pernicious effedts of idlenefs in a prifon, and 
breaking criminals to habits of induftry, if work fo conftant does not fupport the 
houfes, how much heavier would be the public burthen, maintaining the numerous 
offenders in thefe prifons, if, as in many of our bridewells, no work at all were done 
there ? 

Ie Holland, as well as in Germany, there are private rooms in moft of the houfes 
of correction, in which young perfons of a vicious and profligate turn are confined on 
the reprefentation of their parents, till they fhew figns of amendment. 
Rotter. At Rotterdam, in the StaJt-houJe prifon, there were no debtors in either of the 
three rooms at any of my former vifus, but in 1781 there was one debtor. When 



• I have heard in England that a countryman of ours, who wis a prifoner in the rafp-houfe at Amiler- 
damfeveral years, was permitted to work at his own trade, ihoe- making; and by being conftantly kept 
employed, was quite cured of the vices that were the caufe of his confinement. My informant added 
that the prifoner received at his releafe a furplus of his earnings, which enabled him to fet up his trade in 
London ; where he lived in credit 5 and at dinner commonly drank « Health to his worthy matters at the 
rafp houfe. H 
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there are any, they are alimented at one fixed fum, viz. fixteen (livers a day *• There Ro D T A " R 
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are feven vaulted rooms for criminals or diforderly perfons about feventeen feet by 
ten. One of them is called the condemned room, into which a criminal is put fourteen 
days before his final fentence-, and immediately after the fentence, he is executed with 
a folemnity very ftriking to the common people. In three of the rooms, were three 
perfons confined for a limited time for fome fmall offences, and kept to bread and 
water. Their daily allowance was from four to five ftivers, and their pitcher was 
filled with water three times a day, but the other criminals had their pitcher filled 
once a day with beer, and their allowance was from nine to ten ftivers. There were 
cafes with thick ftraw mats, and two or three coverlets to each. At my laft vifit there 
were four criminals. 

In the Rafp-boufe, (or Spin-houfe as it fhould be called) at one of my former vifits Rasp- 
there were thirty-eight men, and in 1781, twenty-eight men and forty women. 
Two men were rafpiag logwood, others, combing, fpinning, and carding wool, and 
(a few) making fifhing nets, and forting coffee-berries. The women were fpinning 
wool and flax, and carding hair, or winding at a great wheel like thofe which at Derby 
are turned by water. They were clean, and appeared healthy and well. I obferved 
the ceiling was very white ; and one of the regents informed me, that the room was 
white-wathed regularly twice a year. 

The men were more feparated than the zvomen into rooms (about feventeen feet 
long, eleven feet broad, and ten high), each of which contained only four or five 
prifoners, Thefe rooms were very offenfive ; the perfons confined in them being 
taken out only once in the week. For preventing combinations, two of the men are 
removed every ten or fourteen days, to different companies. There were among them 
fome Jews, whofe dinner' was not pork as was that of the other prifoners, but -mutton, 
which the fociety of Jews in the city fent them with a flice of white bread by permif- 
fion of one of the five regents or infpe&ors-f. 

For the refraftory there are dark rooms, but not dungeons : in one of thefe, on 
(hutting the door on myfelf, I found no dampnefs. My conductor obferved, that the 
floor was raifed to preferve it dry. Here they are allowed no bedding, and are kept 
to bread and water, which is given them at an aperture in the door. Their confine- 
ment is for fix, eight, ten, or fourteen days. 



* Aguinea2;2d. is = 11 gu ; lders 11 (livers = 231 ftivers (for 20 ftivers is a guilder) therefore ftivers 
are to pence as *fi=4-£ : ?. e. 11 ftivers is equal to a fhilling. 

t As I was 4 there at one o'clock, the time of the diftribution, I obferved that the bread was all cut in 
flices : this prevents thofe contefts or frauds which fometimcs happen where prifoners mefs together, and the 
bread is given out in one loaf \ as 1 favv on board the hulks in the Thames, where one loaf was given to 
fix perfons. 

* At 
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Rotter- At the whipping-poft (which is in the middle of the court, in full view of the male 
R DAM criminals) fome of our dexterous countrymen in 1781, were difciplined, for melting 
house- their pewter fpoons and forming them into keys. The pewter was hardened with a 
mixture procured from an apothecary, under the pretence of its being a remedy for 
the tooth-ach. < But the fcheme was defeated by an Englifh Jew, who for this fervice 
obtained his liberty, though he had been committed for thirty years. 

The regents have a room in which they aflemble once a fortnight. Their ladies 
aflemble in another room to give direilions concerning the work, linen, provifions, 
Sec. They alfo attend by rotation at dinner, and other times ; and their accounts are 
carried to the regents *. 

The keeper has a falary from the city, of four hundred florins or guilders per 
annum f, and alfo a houfe, vi&uals and drink, firing and candle, and one feventh part 
of the produce of all the labour of the prifoners fo that it is his intereft to fee that 
the work be well performed : yet as the quantum is fixed by the regents, it is not in his 
power to be a cruel taik-mafter. The manner of dieting the prifoners feemed to me 
worthy of being inferted at length \. 

Being 



* A principal reafon of the cleanlinefs and order in work-houfes in Holland, is the attention and hu- 
manity of the GovernelTes : for each houfe has four who take the charge of infpe&ion, and have their names 
painted in their room. 

t About £36. 

\ Regulation for the daily Diet, at the Rafp-houfe at Rotterdam, 

Sunday Dinner. Each man has a mefs of boiled grout, with butter or kitchen- fluff; a piece of cheefe or 
butter, with a quarter of a pound of rye bread. 
Each boy, woman, or fuch as only work half talk, a mefs of grout, as above ; a piece 
of cheefe or butter, with one fixth of a pound of rye bread. 

Supper. Each man a bowl of new milk boiled with barley or flour, with a piece of cheefe, and 

one fourth of a pound of rye bread. 
Each boy, woman, or fuch as only do half ta/k, the bowl of fweet milk as above, but 
no bread or cheefe. 

Ninday Breakfaft. Eacl 1 man half a pound of rye bread with cheefe or butter* 

Each boy, woman, or half-tafkcd, one fourth of a pound of rye bread with butter or 
cheefe. 

JV. B. Breahfajl through the week, is the fame as about. 
"~ Dinner. Each man half a pound of meat, or one fixth of a pound of pork without bone ; half 

a pound of rye bread, with a bowl of boiled carrots, cabbage or greens. 
Each boy, woman, or half-talked, one third of a pound of meat, or one eighth of a 

pound of pork without bone, three eighths of a pound of rye bread, with a bowl 

of boiled carrots, cabbage or greens. 
Tut/Jay Dinner. For all, boiled gray peafe, with one fourth of a pound of rye bread; the men have, 

befides, each a piece of cheefe. 
Wednefday ..... Each man a bowl of peafe porridge, with three eighths of a pound of rye bread and a 

piece of cheefe, 

IFednefday 
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Being at Rotterdam on a Sunday, I was defirous of feeing, whether there was Rotter- 
fuch diflipation in their prifons, as there is in ours, on that day. The public r a A /p- 
fervice at the Rafp-houfc began at half after one o'clock. The audience confided of house. 
about thirty or forty inhabitants of the town, Mr. Schumacher the prefiding regent, 
the head-keeper and his family, and three under-keepers, befides the prifoners. The 
number of women prifoners was about forty, who were feparated from the reft of the 
congregation by a wooden palifade, and feated on benches raifed one above another. 
They were all clean and neat; had nothing diftinguilhing in their drefs, but were 
without hats. While they ftood up during prayer, they held up their aprons to cover 
their faces. The men were neat, dreffed in brown coats, had been (haved, had clean 
fhirts (which were moft of them chequed), clean (lockings, and wore handkerchiefs 
about their necks. They alio were feated on raifed benches, in a room out of ^the 
chapel, and feparated from it by an iron grate from the top of the room to the 
bottom, fo wide that all the audience except the female prifoners, had them full 



Wedwfday Dinner. Each boy, woman, or half-talked, a bowl of peafe porridge, one fourth of a pound 

cf rye bread with a piece of cheefe. 
Tburfday Each man one third of a pound of meat, or one eighth of a pound of pork without 

bone y two flices of rye bread, weighing together half a pound, with a bowl of , 

barley broth. 

Boys, or men who only do half-tafk, one fourth of a pound of meat, or one twelfth 

of a pound of pork without bone ; two flices of rye bread, weighing together 

three eighths of a pound, with each a bowl of barley broth. 
The women no meat or pork ; each a bowl of barley broth, with three eighths of 

a pound of rye bread with butter or cheefe. 
Friday Dinner. Each man a bowl of kidney-bean porridge ; three eighths of a pound of rye bread 

with cheefe. 

Each boy, woman, or half-tafked, the mefs of kidney-bean porridge ; one fourth of 
a pound of rye bread with cheefe. 

Saturday — Each man a bowl of boiled peafe, with butter and vinegar fauce ; boys, women and 

half- talked, have the fame allowance ; and all have the fame allowance of rye 
bread and cheefe as on the Fridays. 
The conftant /upper, on week-days, for all, is buttermilk boiled with barley or grout till thick 
enough to be eaten without bread ; to this, each man has one fourth of a pound of rye bread with 
cheefe ; the boys, women and half-tafked, have only a mefs of the buttermilk, but no bread or cheefe. 

Cans. 

Each man has, during the three fummer months, daily, of beer, - %± 

and during the three winter months, - i\ 

and during the remaining fix months - 2 

Boys, women and half-tafked, for the three fummer months, each, daily, \\ 

and for the remaining nine months, - 1 

In the foregoing regulation for diet, no alteration is to be made, unlefs when fifli (hall be 
extraordinarily cheap and plentiful, all the prifoners may be indulged with one meal, provided with 
the confent of a majority of the regents. 

H in 
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Rotter- in view. The keeper's feat adjoins to this grate, and two of his fervants, who are 
dam. turnkeys, fat obferving their behaviour. 

The chaplain, after a Ihort prayer, preached extempore •> then, the men convi&s 
joined in finging, moft of them having books. When the chaplain had prayed 
again, he catechifed for about three quarters of an hour. It being the women's turn 
that Sunday, fix of them flood up, one after another, and made the refponfes, which 
the chaplain explained to them. After this he prayed, and the fervice concluded 
by finging the fifty-firft Pfalm. The decent behaviour and attention of the audience, 
evidently proved that the fervice, though of two hours and a half, was not tedious 
or difagreeable. 

During the time of catechifing, the head-keeper and one of his fervants went out, 
to infpedt the empty wards, and to fearch whether any tools or inftruments were 
concealed. The keeper returned to his feat in an hour. At the end of the fervice, 
the women palled by the regents feat * ; and when they were gone, he went into the 
court to fee the men go to their feveral wards, four or five together, that number 
only being let out at a timef. After they were all locked up, he went to each 
window, and converfed with them. Many of them returned their thanks for the 
abridgment of their term of confinement, as this was juft before the time for electing 
fiew magiftrates. One or two who had been at fea, entreated to go in any capacity 
to India, as is fometimes permitted. He afterwards went to the lattice of the 
women's ward, and converfed with them 5 and gave the catechumens fome token 
of his approbation. 

I cannot forbear clofing this account, without mentioning the ardent wiflies it 
infpired in me, that our prifons alfo, inftead of echoing with profanenefs and 
blaiphemy, might hereafter refound with the offices of religious worfhip ; and prove, 
like thefe, the happy means of awakening many to a fenfe of their duty to God and 
man J. 

Pest- The Pejt-houfe acrofs the Maes oppofite Rotterdam is a fpacious building in a 
fmali ifle. it is a fquare of one hundred and fifty- four feet : has four large wards, 
two of which are eighty-feven by thirty, and twenty-one high. I mention this 
edifice, not only as it occurred to me that it would be a good plan for a houfe of 
correftion, being airy, and built round a court in which is a bafon of water 
communicating with the Maes; but on account of the fentiments of veneration it 

* The feat is large enough for all the five regents or infpettors : but only one is obliged to attend, 
and this they do by rotation. 

t They were not chained, for no irons are here ufed. 

X On converting with a fenfible magiftrate, his words were, " I have known perfons who have 
« come out of our houfea of correction thoroughly reformed, and have thanked God for their con- 
(f finement." 
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Rotter- 
dam* 



infpired, when I trod on the ground under which fuch piles of my brave countrymen 
lie buried ; it having been ufed as a military hofpitai after the liege of Bergen- 
op-Zoom. 

In 178 i I vifited the few Engl ifh prifoners of war in Holland, who were confined 
in the Admiralty at Rotterdam. A room was affigned for the officers, in which 
there were only two. In another room (twenty-one feet by eighteen and fifteen 
feet high) there were eleven failors, who appeared healthy and well. Several had 
died a little time before, which, I apprehend, was in part owing to their being 
f confined in a fmall room called the hofpitai, which was dirty, without a chimney, 
and its fides were wood. Their allowance was eight ftivers a day, a bed an d 
coverlet, and on mod days they walked fome hours in the court. 

At Dordrecht (or Dort) the prifon is in the Stadt-houfe. It confifts of rooms Dort. 
up flairs which are diftinguiftied on the outfide by ftrong iron-bars in the windows. 
In this prifon there are feldom any prifoners, though the jurifdi&ion (or bailiwick) 
extends through thirty villages. There was one criminal here in November 1 781. 
And 1 have been well informed, that for thirty or forty years there has been but 
one debtor here, and that he continued in confinement only fourteen days. 

The rooms in the prifon at Middleburg are fpacious, lofty and clean. The Middle- 
three dungeons are ufed to force a confeffion as there is no direct torture, and the burg. 
criminal is not executed till the crime is confefled. The allowance to a criminal 
is eight ftivers a day. 

In the Houfe of correction the prifoners were employed in weaving cloth or facking Spin- 
for the Eaft India company. This is more profitable than their late employment «o uSE - 
on coarfe carpeting. None were in irons. No more than four perfons were in any 
of the men's rooms ; in fome there were but two. Each criminal pays three guilders 
at his entrance, and the fame at his difcharge. 

The prifon at Breda is an old tower. In 1781 there were no prifoners in it Breda, 
except one boy, though thirteen villages, and fome of them large, are under the 
jurifdidlion of this city. The allowance to criminals is five ftivers a day. — I was 
informed, that the torture-ftool, in the chamber of examination, has not been ufed 
for many years. 

In the -new houfe of correction [}n 1778) there were eleven men and two zvomen Spin- 
pri loners and in November 1781, fifteen men and four women. They were house. 
employed on a coarfe carpeting like the Scotch carpeting, but much cheaper. The 
ipecimen I purchafed coft only eleven ftivers (or a (hilling) their ell, which is two 
feet four inches. The prifoners are always confined to their rooms, which are 
latticed with wood from top to bottom, and open into the paffages. In this and 
other fimilar houfes the paflages are very offeniive, for the keepers will never open 
the windows. It would therefore be much better if the upper part of the windows 
were wire latticed. 

Ha I here 
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Breda I here give the plan of the houfe taken by the builder, who has been particularly 

attentive to the conftruCtion of the drains and fewcrs, which are of the greateft 
importance to the health of pri loners. 

The old houfe of correction was burnt down about ten years fince, and feven women 
perifhed in the flames. In the conftruftion of the new prifon, proper precautions 
were taken againft fuch an accident, by laying the beams, or large joifts edgeways, 
cafing the two underiides of them with iron plates, and arching the fpace with 
brick work. 

Goud a. At La Porte, the prifon at Gouda, there is a fmall room for debtors, which th^ 
keeper informed me had not been occupied fince 1761. There are many (oftagon) 
rooms, but all empty : fome are affigned to thofe who are committed for fmall 
offences, and kept to bread and water, for which there is an allowance to each of 
them of three ftivers a day. — In the Spin- houfe the prifoners were all employed in 
carding and fpinning wool for ftockings. On obfcrving little towels hanging in a 
room, they told me, that each of them had one clean every week. Here were fome 
prifoners from the Hague, and other towns which have no rafp-houfes, who were 
admitted at a ftipulated annual fum, of about a hundred and ten florins for each, 
befides fifteen for clothing. — Near this city is enclofed a triangular gallows, with an 
infcription over the gate, 

ReSle faciendo nemhiem timeas. 
The beft tranflation of which may be the words of Scriptw\% 

The righteous is bold as a lion. 
DlLFT. At DELF t over the gate of the houfe of correction (Tucht en T)ol-huis) there is a 
reprefentation of two men rafping logwood, and the city arms, dated 1682. At my 
firft vifit here, were near ninety of both fexes, and in 1781, forty-feven men and 
thirty-fix women. The men and women were quite feparate ; all neat and clean, 
and looked healthy. They told me their allowance was five (livers a day. All were 
employed on a woollen manufacture — zvomen fpinning, carding, &c. — men weaving 
from coarfe to very fine cloth: their tafk, to earn thirty- five ftivers a week. Some 
earn a fmall fnrplus, but they have only half of it. A burgomafter, to whom I 
mentioned that circumftance, faid it was the truth. They do not put more than 
eight or ten men to work in one room : for when large numbers are together, one 
idle perfon corrupts more; and there is not generally fo much work done. Here 
alfo, if a pnfoner has behaved well for a few years, and given proofs of amendment, 
the magiftrates begin to abridge the time for which he was fentenced. One whom 
I faw very cheerful, told me the caufe of his joy was, that a year had lately been 
taken from his term. 

%• 

N*ir the men's court there are feveral rooms for the infane, but the particular 
defcription of the excellent hofpital at Amfterdam will excufe my omiffion of others. 

At 
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At the Hague I was honoured with the ver y polite afliftance of Sir Jofeph York. Hacue. 
A magiftrate accompanied me to the prifon ; where all was quiet and in ordei\ The 
fame gentleman prelented me with a copy of injlruftions to the (heriff of the court : 
a copy of rules for officers of the attorney-general; and with a M. S. copy on feveral 
fheets of forty-four rules for the management of the prifon.—The gaoler is never 
fuffered to fleep out of the houfe, but with the exprefs confent of the court, or the 
advocate &c. and when that leave is, on any fpecial occafion, granted, he muft 
provide a fubftitute approved by the court &c. This fubftitute is fworn to his 
temporary office. If any prifoner efcapes, whether by the immediate fault of the 
keeper, or the fault of his fervants, he is to fuffer the punifhment that was due to 
the prifoner. He may not keep a tavern or alehoufe ; nor play at cards &c. with 
his prifoners : nor accept of any treat or gift from them, diredlly or indire£tly, during 
their confinement or afterwards. He mult keep the prifon neat and clean : furnifla 
freth ftraw once a week; and in winter, coverlets. The attorney-general, or his 
deputy, is to fee that all this be duly preformed. The keeper is to fupply prifoners 
with good bread, foup and beer. Thofe who pay eighteen ftivcrs a day (or what 
other fum the magiftrates fhall allow them to expend) are to have provifion pro- 
portioned to that price. Vifitants .are not permitted to be in the prifon from eleven 
in the morning till two : and are difmiffed in the evening at fix in fummer, and four 
in winter. None to be admitted on Saturday : nor in time of divine fervice on 
Sunday. Candles to be taken away at nine. The keeper to guard againft accidents 
by tire. 

The ruin for officers of the high-bailiff, and of the fheriff, have an admirable effeft 
in preferving peace, and order. There are thirty-two of them, I cannot forbear 
abftra&ing a few. No officer to ftir out of town without fpecial leave: and while 
in town each muft always give notice where he may be found. In cafe of fire, they 
•muft immediately repair to the court-gate for inftruttions. Arrefts of delinquents 
muft be performed quietly. No officer to ferve or watch inftead of another. Negledt 
of duty through drunkennefs is punifhed with living in prifon on bread and water at 
their own expence for three days— eight days— and at laft, with difcharge. They 
may not keep company with any pcrfons in public houfes &cc. Giving ill language 
is punifhed by a fine: quarrels, at difcretion of the magiftratcs. Not giving in- 
formation of defaulters is punifhed with difcharge. They are to guard againft being 
guilty of ill behaviour of any fort, that no difhonour may be caft upon the court of 
judicature. Each officer to have a copy of the rules, and keep it to Ihcw on demand, 
on pain of a fine. The whole to be read to them all together by the fheriff once 
a month. 

In the houfe of correction at Leyden they were fourteen men and twenty women Leydex 
all employed in fpinning wool. The tafk for each was thirty-two ftivers a week. 

The 
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Leydem The Peji-houfe near Leyden is fimilar to that at Rotterdam, but more fpacious. 
p£ST " The crew of the Barker Eaft lndiamaa which was wrecked on this coaft, were here 

HOUSE, 

confined. One of the large rooms is now fitted up with beds, Sec. for the reception 
of wounded feamen. But very injudicioufly, it has been contra&ed by two par- 
titions through its whole length. 
Harlem At Harlem, the Spin-houfe (which is the work-houfe or poor-houfe) being old, 
is not fo airy and commodious as modern buildings. Here were about thirty male 
and fifteen female offenders. The women were at work with the mother (as they 
call her) making and mending the linen of the houfe. The men were weaving 
coarfe linen, in which at the diftance of every fix inches, there was a blue ftripe, 
to diftinguifh the linen of the houfe, and to prevent its being in any manner difpofed 
of elfewhere. One perfon was working at a loom on flowered filk damafk, becaufe 
that had been his former trade. Tailors were alfo employed in the way of their 
profeffion. The room in which the women worked, and that in which they llept, 
were quite clean. Each bed had two perfons allotted to it, and they were all 
allowed fheets. The poor here, as in other work-houfes in Holland, were cleanly 
and decently clad. 

Hospital. In this city (as in fome others) is a noble Hofpital, airy and fpacious, called the 
Proevemers, in which the perfons admitted are decently provided with meat, drink 
and lodging during their lives, and a burying place at their deceafe. Perfons of all 
ages from twenty to the mod advanced period are admitted, though it is not common 
for any under forty to apply for admifiion. At entrance, each perfon pays a greater 
•or fmaller fum, according to his age, as by the tabfe in the note A common table 
is provided for all who are not fick or infirm. If any after refiding fome time, choofe 
to have their victuals brought to their rooms, rather than eat in common, they muft 
pay for that privilege according to their age, one fifth part of the fum that would be 
required for admiflion at that age. For example — if a perfon of feventy years of age 
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choofes to eat in his apartments, he muft pay one fifth of the admiflion money Harlem 
required at the age of feventy, namely, four hundred and twenty florins. Hospital, 

It often happens that there are not vacant places, when perfons defire admiflion. 
But many fecure places before a vacancy, by paying two hundred florins in advance 
of their entrance money ; in confequence of which, their names are infcribed in 
a lift ; and the money dedudled from the fntn required when they enter* 

Thofe who choofe to leave the houfe entirely, receive, during the remainder of 
their lives, a certain, though very fmall, intereft of the fum which they paid at 
admiflion % 

At Amsterdam the prifon is in the Stadt-hottfe. Debtors and felons quite Amster- 
feparate. No court. Vifitants may converfe with debtors at the lattices of their 
rooms from nine to twelve in the forenoon. The debtor may buy an anchor of 
wine to depofite with the keeper (who fells liquors) : he is allowed to call for a 
bottle of it a day, paying the keeper two {livers a bottle. — The city allows each 
debtor one quart of beer daily, and turf for firing. 

By converfing with the debtors, I found that they were all alimented alike, the 
firft fourteen days at eleven ftivers or a Ihilling a day ; after that time at five ftivers 
and a half. But this is paid to the gaoler, who has great profit out of it, as appeared 
from the daily allowance, which I weighed feveral times. — Their two rooms are 
thoroughly cleaned and white-waflied twice a year. 

In this city they compute 250,000 fouls -|-, about one third of thofe in London : 

* For this account I am indebted to Dr. Machine, the worthy minifter of the Englifti church at 
the Hague. 

f In the Stadt-houfe there is hung up to public view, a board fhewing the mortality in this city. 
Deaths in 1774, - 6649. Deaths in 1779, - 9$^* 

177;, - 7895. 1780, - 10556. 

1776, - 8982. 1781, - 10889. 

1777* " 8939. 1782, - 844;. 

>77 8 > - 779 1 - 
When I was there in June 1778, 

The Firft week, died 121. In November 178 1, The Firft week, died 272. 

Second week, - 138. Second week, - 284, 

In June 1781, The Firft week, - 176. In June 1783, The Firft week, - 168. 

Second week, - 159. Second week, - 193. 

Sir William Petty in his Trafls, p. 186. gives for the year 168; the number of burials in Amfterdam 
6245. Perhaps the above computation of the number of inhabitants in Amfterdam is too great ; though, 
if I miftake not, Mr, Karjfeboom eftimated them at 243,000. And of late, many Jews banifhed from 
other countries, have made an addition to the number: but Dr. Price reckons, that they hardly 
amount to 2oc,oco. See his Olfer-vaticm Qn Reverficnary Payment* > p* 186, 187. 3d edit. 

yet 
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yet in 1775, I found but eighteen debtors ;— in 1776, only fifteen ; in 1778, 
eighteen;— in June 1781 fixteen, and in November, feventeen ; — and in June 1783, 

feventeen *. 

The walls of this prifon are ftone twenty-two inches thick; mod of the rooms 
ten feet by nine and a half j each for one prifoner only; a bedftead See, The door- 
way twenty-two inches wide door three inches and a half thick, and plated with 
iron j the condemned rooms have an iron door befides. There are on the ground- 
floor two rooms for debtors, and twelve or thirteen for criminals, which open 
into paflages feven feet wide ; and below ground there are eight rooms more for 
criminals. The windows are double barred, and open into a paffage in which there 
is a ftrong door between every two cells. In the condemned rooms a criminal is 
never left alone : two prifoners from the rafp-houfe are always with him to prevent 
his deftroying himfelf. They rejoice at the fervice ; for if they difcharge it faithfully, 
their reward is an abridgment of their allotted term. The execution is generally 
performed within forty-eight hours after fentence. From a book containing the 
names and crimes of all who have been executed at Amfterdam, from January 1693 
to the end of 1766, the following ftate of executions at different periods is drawn. 

From 1693 to 1735 (43 years) 288. 
1736 — 1745 (10 years) 20. 
1746 — 1766 (21 years) 28. 

And I have been well informed, that in the eight years preceding my vifit in 1783, 
only five criminals were executed; two of them were beheaded, one broke on the 
wheel, and two hanged. 

The inftruments of torture are ftill in the magiftrates room, I hope only in terror em* 
for the laws in general are not fanguinary, and juftice is executed, though with a 
ftcady, yet with a lenient hand. 

In 1776, in the Stadt-houfe there were fix delinquents ; in 1778 only five, and their 
offences not being capital, all the ftrong rooms under ground were empty. In 1781 
there was none, in 1783 only two petty offenders. Their allowance is nine (livers 
a day, for which the keeper gives them — in the morning, four flices of bread and 
butter — at dinner, rice foup, and two flices of bread — at fupper, milk — befides about 
a quart of beer a day ; and on Sunday three quarters of a pound of meat. He alfo 
pays for their weekly (having, and for wafhing their linen. In fome other provinces 
die allowance is the fame : m fome, more. One of the magiftrates, with whom 

* ThCre tW ° phc ° S in thIs COunt, T' Vlan * and Culenburg, (not far from Utrecht) whofe 
ancient privileges exempt them from the juridiftion of Holland. In thofe places a few debtors fcreen 
themfelves from arrefts. 
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Twas converting upon the fubjeft of Englilh prifons, faid, " Nourifli your prifoners A ^ R " 
well, and keep them in dry rooms, and they will be healthy *. M 

The children of the malefaftors who are executed, and of thofe who are committed 
for a long term, to the rafp, or fpin-houfe, are fent to the orphan-houfe, and there 
brought up in induftry, and not left deftitute vagabonds to become unhappy viftims to 
the wickednefs and folly of their parents. 

At the ^Rajp-hoitfe over the gate, there is in has relief, a device of a man driving Rasp- 
a waggon loaded with logwood, drawn by lions, wild boars, and tigers, with this inferip- 
tion, 

Virtutis eft domare 
Qu<e cunfti pavent. 

Over this device, there is a reprefentation of two men in chains, with a woman near 
them, holding the arms of Amfterdam in her left hand, and a whip in her right, 
and over her head the word Caftigatio. At the inner gate is (as at other rafp-houfes) 
a reprefentation of two men rafping logwood: which is here their principal employ- 
ment. Yet regard is had, not only to their degree of guilt, but to their ftrength : 
for I faw two men winding filk. In fummer 1776 there were fifty-four prifoners. In 
fome rooms, where they alfo fleep, there were ten or twelve men rafping an appointed 
tafk. Others were in the warehoufes, forting and weighing; others bringing the wood 
to thofe rooms. Hours of work from fix to twelve, and from one to four. In extra- 
hours they make tobacco-boxes, &c. which they fell to vifitants, who pay two ftivers 
to go in. 

The four regents who manage the Ralp-houfe are appointed by the burgomafters, 
to whom they are accountable f. The gaoler or father is ftridtly obliged to obey all 
the orders of the high-bailiff, the burgomafters, and alfo of the regents. In no cafe 
may he, or any of his family, receive a gift from the prifoners or their friends, either 
before or after their enlargement. He mud not entruft a fervant with the keys, but 
muft himfelf carefully fearch the convidts and their cots, or rooms, before he locks 
them up in the evening; at fix o'clock in -fummer, and at four in winter. The father 



* In many of the towns in Holland I purchafed the different forts of bread of various bakers, not only to 
fee if the police was drift in that necefTary article, but alfo to compare the prices with thofe of other places, 
and particularly of London. 

At Amiterdam, June 5, 1778, the two-ftiver loaf of white bread weighed exactly 1 lb. — the one and half- 
ftiver loaf of bejl rye bread, i lb. 10 ox. — the black rye bread, a doit lefs than a ftiver per lb. As eleven ftivers 
is equal to one ihilling, the white bread was above two pence a pound. In 17S1 bread was fomewhat dearer. 
By a lift of the ajjhu of bread put up at the Stadt-houfe, June 7, 1783 ; white bread was 1 1 cz. for two ftivers, 
and black rjt bread was one ftiver a pound. 

-f- It may be proper to mention, that thefe regents have m falaries, but only fome privileges and honorary 
diftincnons ; as exemption from the city watch; liberty of free entrance after one of the city gates is fhut ; 
and a deacon's feat in the church. 

I muft 
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Amster- muft never be abfent a night, without fpecial permiffion. He is feverely puniilied if 
Ra A sp- any prifoner efcapes. He muft regifter in order all afts concerning commitments and 
housi. difcharges, and produce them to the regents when required. Alfo he muft keep an 
exadt regifter of the clothes, and all other things which belong to thofe confined. 

The regents affemble in the houfe at four o'clock every Wednefd ay afternoon, to 
collect and examine the tranfadlions of the preceding week. They appoint a fervant 
to give any neceflary afiiftance to the father, to cut the flices of bread for the prifoners s 
and when the father is ill, in the evening to vifit and examine the cots. 

In the nine lower rooms of this houfe, in June 1778, were confined upwards of forty 
prifoners^ in June 178 1, fifty-five; in November, fixty-five; June 6, 1783, fifty-one. 
One of thefe was incapable of working, his limbs having been diflocated by the torture. 
Each of thefe rooms, in which they work in the day and are locked up at night, con- 
tains at leaft four perfons. The fame prifoners do not continue long together, but are 
removed and feparated once a fortnight or oftener. Few or none of them were rafping 
logwood, but moft of them chopping it for the two mills belonging to the houfe 1 
as it was found to be too laborious for moft of the prifoners, to work with fix or eight 
faws, which often weigh feventy or eighty pounds. The medical gentlemen, who 
daily vifit the prifon, informed the magiftrates that it had been the caufc of frequent 



ruptures *. 



No friends of the prifoners are permitted to vifit them, without exprefs orders from 
the regents, unlcfs on Mondays: and then they muft be fearched, to prevent the intra- 
duflion of Jprituous liquors ^ or inftruments for breaking out, or any thing elfe forbidden : 
and they muft retire before the time for fhutting up. Every vifitant is obliged to put 
two ftivers into a box entrufted with the father. Refrefhments may be received and 
given to the convi&s on Tuefdays ; but not on other days. Every evening, at eight 
o'clock, the father muft fee that all things are in due order. The faws, and other heavy 
implements for their work, are taken from them in the evening, and returned in the 
morning. If a convift be guilty of breaking any thing confiderable, of burning the 
log\*ood, or of negkd or difobedience, he is punilhed feverely by whipping, or con- 
fined to bread and water in a dungeon under ground. On careful inquiry, I learned, 
that what has been laid concerning a cellar in which fuch tranfgreflbrs are put to pump 
or drown> is a fiftion. 

Prayers are read morning and evening, and before and after meals, by one of the 
bcft-bchavcd convidts : and divine fervice, with a fcrmon, is performed in the cliapel by 
a clergyman on Sunday mornings. 

Once a year, a little before the change of the regency, the high-bailiff and magiftrates, 
with a fecretary, attended by the inferior officers of juftice, come to this prifon, In order 

* I had this information from Mr. John Ho P c y one of their very worthy magiftrates; and to him 
1 am much obliged for copies of the rules and inAruttions to this houfe, the fpim-Uufi % and the wrk. 

htUjtm 
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to coutratfor lengthen the terms of confinement of the convi&s, according to their good 
or bad behaviour, as represented by the regents. 

The houfe provides for the prifoners, diet*, clothes, fhoes and (lockings, with fhirts 
of half-bleached Flemifti linen. Here is no infirmary: their labour keeps them in 
health : the phyfician, with whom 1 went the round at my laft vilit, had only two 
patients, and thofe with very flight diforders. 

Some perlbns are confined in private rooms, to which none have accefs, unlefs in 
the prefence of a regent. Great care is enjoined the father in conveying provilions to 
thole prifoners. With the regents leave, on Sunday mornings, fome chapters of the 
Bible are read to them-)-. 

The Spbhhoiffe was for women. This, and the work-houfe, were under the diredtion 
of fix regents and four governeffes ; who appointed two fathers and two mothers to 
fuperintend and infpeft the work, the diet, and the lodging of the prifoners 5 and to 
chaftife the difobedient. 

The work-room was a large room up ftairs, feparated by a wooden baluftrade 
from the palfage (fix feet wide) into which Ipeftators were admitted. This room 
was divided by baluftrades into two, for diftinguifhing thofe who had fuffered fome 
public or corporal punijhment^ from others who had not been whipped, and expofed 

* The Diet of the convi&s in the Rafp-houfe at Amfterdam. 

Sunday Breakfaft. Three flices of rye bread with butter, and a piece of dry bread fix dices thick. 

(N. B. Three Jlices weigh half a pound.) 
Dinner or Noon. Half a pound of beef or pork, with beans, fait and vinegar, and in winter full 
two pounds of fait meat. 

Monday Breakfaft. Six flices with butter, and a piece of bread of three flices thick. 
Dinner. Gray peafe with fait and vinegar. 

Tuefday Breakfaft. As on Monday. 

Dinner. White or gray peafe boiled in water with fait and fage. 
U'tdnefday Breakfaft. As on Monday. 

Dinner. Boiled oats or barley with fweet milk and butter upon it. 
Supper. Buttermilk, with oats or barley boiled in it. 
Thurfday Breakfaft. Six flices of rye bread with butter, and a piece of bread as on Sunday morning. 

Dinner. Stockfiih, with fweet milk and butter upon it. 
Friday As Tuefday. 
Saturday Breakfaft. As Tuefday. 

Dinner. As Wednefday fupper. 
Their drink is four pints of beer daily. But on holidays, rife, two days ZtEaJ&r, Afccnfion-day , two at 
Whitfuntide, three at the fair time, and two at Chrijimas, they have for dinner, fmoked or fait meat or 
bacon, beans or peafe, carrots or cabbage, and the three /a/r days they have ftrong beer. 

f There are many of thefe rooms, or houfe? of confinement in Holland, called Verbeterhuizen. The 
regulations of fome of them I colled ; but as they are liable to abufe, and contrary to the general notions 
of public jufice, I cannot but wifh that they were univerfally fupprefled. 

I 2 on 
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Amster- on a fcafrold. The mother was fcatcd at a delk (where ftie had a full view of her 
Sp^ 1 - family at work) with a Bible before her. As I ftaid longer than a common vifitant, 

houoe, one Q f t j ie p r ;f oners went U p t0 t he miftrefs with the timid modefty of a fuppliant, and 
afked leave to offer me the plate. The leave was granted. The miftrefs kept what was 
given, till it amounted to a fum fufficient to purchafe a little tea or coffee, for all to 
partake. 

The kitchen, the dining and lodging-rooms, were on the ground-floor. In each of 
the three bed-rooms were ten wooden cafes, with a ftraw mattrefs, two coverlets, iheets, 
and one large pillow, for two perfons. All were clean, and lhewed the attention of 
the regents. 

In this houfe you might fee a number of criminals (in 1776, there were thirty-two; 
in 1778, forty-fix 3 in June 178 1, thirty-two, and in November, forty) fome of whom 
had been the moft abandoned, fitting in prefence of the mother, quiet and orderly at 
their different forts of work ; fpinning, plain work, &c. Of rhe latter fort much was 
fent in from the city. They had the fame holidays as at the Rafp-houfe. Hours of 
work from fix to twelve, and from one to eight. I law them go from work to dinner*: 
the keeper, or father as they called him, prefided. Firft they fang a pfalm : then they 
went in order down to a neat dining-room > where they feated themfelves at two 
tables; and feveral difhes of boiled barley, agreeably fweetened, were fet before 
them. The father ftruck with a hammer: then in profound filence all flood up; and 
one of them read with propriety, a prayer about four or five minutes* Then they fat 
down cheerful 3 and each filled her bowl, from a large difh which contained enough for 
four of them. Then one brought on a waiter dices of bread and butter, and ferved 
each prifoner. 

Tax. This houfe was fupported by a fmall annual Tax on thofe who fell tobacco, beer, and 

other liquors, and one fourth part of what was received at public exhibitions and diver/ions. 
At my vifit in June 1783, the prifoners were all removed into the new work-houfe. 

* The Diet of the prifoners was as follows. 

Sunday Dinner. Cut-cabbage with meat. 

Supper. Buttermilk. 

Monday Dinner. White beans. 

Supper. Sweet milk with barley. 

Tut/day Dinner. Beans. 

Supper. Buttermilk. 

IVedwfday Dinner. Gray peafe. 

Supper. Buttermilk. 

Tburfday Dinner. Barley. 

Supper. Bread and Beer. 

Friday Dinner. White beans. 

Supper. Buttermilk. 

Saturday Dinner. Beans. 

Supper. Buttermilk. 

I lere 
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Here (as at fome other towns in Holland) was a prifon or IVork-houJe for (lighter A ^ S ™ R ~ 
offences. This was called the old rafp-houfe> and was worthy of obfervation, as a well 
regulated houfe of induftry. Here were confined beggars and vagabonds, who for the 
firft time were committed for fix weeks, and for the fecond three months ; but for the 
third their punifhment was either a longer period of confinement or banifliment. — 
Drunkards alfo were here confined, and fuch as were guilty of petty larceny, — In a 
large room at one of my vifits I faw forty-fix women carding, fpinning and reeling; 
twelve weaving coarfe linen or fail-cloth ; thirteen making and mending linen ; one 
employed in keeping the room clean \ and the mother holding a flate, on which were 
infcribed the names of the prifoners*. Some men and boys were in another large room, 
' in which there were many looms. But moft of the men were at work in the courts, 
boiling and picking oakum for calking the feams of fhips. Among thefe men I 
counted forty or fifty women; and in 178 1, there were twenty-five men and one hundred 
and twenty women all employed in the fame manner f > except five or fix who were 
mending the linen of the houfe. 

The women's bed-room was fpacious ; and I found it clean and in order, though I 
was there before ten o'clock in the forenoon. 

This houfe was provided, with (what feems to be much wanted in the Dutch prifons) 
an infirmary : but it was too fmall and clofe for the purpofe. 

The diet of the prifoners was the fame as in the Spin-houfe J. Their provifions were 
bought in confiderable quantities. The rye for bread was on the floor in an airy room, 
and was fweet and good. The produce of the prifoners work was applied to the main- 
tenance of the houfe, and the deficiency was made up from the Spin-houfe tax. The 
expence for each prifoner was full five flivers a day. Their number was generally from 
a hundred and fifty, to two hundred- — Thefe prifoners are removed into the New Work- New 
houfe or houfe of correction, which at my vifit in June 1783, was finifhed. There were ^u^" 
four hundred prifoners. The ingenious architect Mr. Vander Hart favoured me with 
the plan of this elegant and commodious building. 



• Three fathers and three mothers were appointed to fuperintend this houfe. One father had the 
direction of the houfe -keeping, and the other two overlooked the manufactory. One mother managed 
the kitchen ; and the office of the others was to keep the prifoners cleanly, and to take care, of their 
bedding. 

f The prifoners at the new work-houfe have the fame employment : here is a quick fale for oakum ; for 
the Admiralty and India company find the old cords, and take the oakum when fit for ufe. 

J Though in the houfes of correction in Holland, the prifoners have meat only on Sundays, yet the peafe, 
beans, barley, &c. are always made into a kind of thick foup or pottage, which is very palatable, and is • 
ierved up hot at noon. 
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Amster- I muft not omic the Do/-Lwis y an hofpital for the infancy as it is the beft of the kind 
Jol-kuis i evtT and would be a good plan for a bridewell, with the addition of working 
rooms. The ground plot is rectangular (eighty feet by fifty-five) : the keeper's houfe 
takes up one of the ihorter fides : the other three fides have, on the ground-floor, rooms 
in the recefs of a walk eight feet and a half wide under arcades, enclofed from the area 
or garden by a wall to the height of near four feet ; the upper part, to the crown of 
the arch, open. Each perfon has a feparate room ten feet four inches by fcvAi feet, 
and ten high, with two doors: fome of the inner doors are latticed ; the outer frequently 
Hand open. Over the door is an aperture in the wall of about a foot diameter, with a 
fhuttcr. 

In a fmall court there are twelve rooms (marked with the letters of the alphabet) for 
the outrageous. Each has one ftrong door, always ftiut, with an aperture for the intro- 
duction of vi&uals, which are put into a clean copper bafon chained on the outfide. 
There were alfo apertures over the doors as in the other court. The rooms in both 
courts are for the poor. At all my vifirs I obferved every thing remarkably neat and 
clean. Over the rooms of the firft couit, there are larger rooms for thofe whofe friends 
can pay for them. Common vifitants are not allowed to go up : but, r judicioujly, every 
one that pays four (livers is admitted below. — The windows all open to the court, none 
outwards. 

I vifitcd the peft-houfe, and feveral hofpitals for the fick j but fhall only obferve in 
general the impropriety of keeping the patients too warm, by placing their beds, with 
woollen curtains, in fmall recejj'es (or cupboards) in the walls % The women s ward in 
the ga/t-buys } which was formerly a church, is an exception. This is lofty and fpacious, 
with windows oppofite to one another and a ftone floor > and though full of patients, 
it was not in the Icaft offenfive. 
Orphan- In the Orphan-houje at Amfterdam there were about thirteen hundred children 

HOUSE 

of both fexes, June 10, 1783. The rooms for the direftors and the kitchen 
were neat and clean; but the bed-rooms were clofe and unhealthy, being crowded 
with* beds with three or four children for each bed. The infirmaries were fituated 
on the ground-floor , and the beds in them with two or three children in each 
enclofed in boxes in the walls. For want of air, the work-rooms, fchool-rooms 
and refe&ories were fo unhealthy and offenfive, that the children here (as in three 
other orphan-houfes in this city, and in the orphan-houfe at Rotterdam) are indeed 
cbjefts of great compaffion. Many of the fervants in thefe houfes are old and 
indolent 5 the children miferably nafty, and moft of them troubled with fcorbutic 
and cutaneous diforders to a great degree. On obferving this to fome of the 
dire&oro, they replied in words that gave me pain and excited my indignation, " It 

\ * This unhealthy mode of placing the beds, is general in the houfes of the common people in Hol- 

land. 

is 
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is the houfc diforder; all cur children mull have a feafoning." Thus do the phy- Amster- 
ficians and governors excufe the abufe of their truft. The confequence muft be, that Orphan- 
few of the children reach manhood, and that fuch as do, are a feeble and fickly house. 
race. 

In the prifon at Leeuwarden feveral were confined for petty offences ; but there Leeuwar- 
has been no execution for fourteen years paft. DEN# 

At my former vifit there were thirty-four men in the Rafp-boufe, and in November 
1781 there were forty-five. A few of them were rafping logwood with an inftru- 
ment compofed of ten faws : others combing and fpinning black wool : others 
fpinning twine, weaving facks, and coarfe linen cloth, &c. At their leifure they 
make fhoe-pegs, tobacco-ftoppers, fugar-faucers of brafs wire, &c. and fell them to 
vifitants. In the Spin-houje adjoining, were thirty-fix women, and in November 178 1, 
twenty-nine : all at work, preparing thread, fpinning, &c. except one, whom the 
miftrefs going up with me from her breakfaft found idle in a warehoufe; and not 
only chided her for it fufficiently, but entertained me with her murmurs upon the 
offence, a good while after; from whence I concluded the fault was not a very com- 
mon one. 

For the refraStory, here are two clofets, the bottoms and fides of which are pieces of 
wood placed edgeways, where being confined without fhpes, they muft be in a painful 
fituation. 

In the prifon for the Military at Groningen there were two prifoners. The gallows Gronin- 
joins to the prifon. 

There is alfo here a prifon for the province. On the gallows, which is placed on 

« 

elevated ground at a diftance from the town, a criminal was hanging (November 1781) 
who had been executed the year before. In this country malefactors are often thus left 
to hang after execution, till they drop into, a well (or deep pit) underneath, which is 
defigned for the reception of their bones. 

Over the gate of the Rcifp and Spin-hoiife> there is the following infeription : 
Vitiorum Jemina — otium labor e exhauriendum. Anno 1664. 

On the ground-ftoor are four rooms for men. In each is an aperture two feet by three 
and a half into the wool-warehoufe above. Thefe were lately made by the advice of a 
judicious phyfician (Profeflbr Camper) who thought the men's rooms not fufficiently 
airy, though they have oppofite windows; the men fleeping as well as working in them: 
on which account they are ftill fomewhat offenfive. Women have a work-room and a 
lodging-room quite feparate; both of them very clean. All the prifoners were em- 
ployed in fpinning wool. In November 178 1 there were nineteen men and thirteen 
women. Here is a fmall chapel, in which the women fit on benches: and the men 
have an opening in their room oppofite to the pulpit. 

In 
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Zwo LLE . ' In the prifon at Zwolle in Overyfiel there were no felons, nor has there been an 
execution there for many years. ~ , .... r ' 

The houfe of correction (fuebt-buys) erefted in i 7 35> 15 a neat buildin S fltuated on 
the ramparts. In November 178 1 there were in it feventeen men and twenty-fix 
women. There is an iron latticed door in the front, and over it the device of a dragon 
chained. This and another door open into a court, on two fides of which are rooms 
for the men. In each of thefe I faw three or four prifoners, and they all Jlept as well as 
worked in their rooms *. On the other two fides are the keeper's apartments, in which 
the windows are properly placed to overlook the court. The women were on the firft 
floor in two feparate work-rooms, fpinning and knitting. Nine of them who had been 
branded were working in a room by themfelves; and they had alfo a feparate lodging- 
room. The men were fpinning, except two who were weaving, and had their door 
open into the court. 

As I examined this prifon at the defire of Profeffor Camper, who thought it one of 
the beft in Holland, I here give the plan of it. 
Utrecht. At Utrecht, in 1776, no prifoners in the Stadt-boufe ; in 1778, no debtors, and 
only one criminal, and his offence not capital: in 178 1, no debtors; and but five 
offenders, two of whom were to be confined to bread and water; and in June 1783, 
only diree prifoners. There has not been an execution for the city or province thefe 
twenty years. The allowance for debtors, the firft week, is twenty-eight ftivers a day; 
the fecond week, fixteen ; and every day afterwards, eight ftivers f- The ftate allows 
criminals thirteen ftivers a day, which are paid to the gaoler. For, as he told 
me, « confinement here is not meant as punifhment; but only as fafe cuftody till 
« trial %. After which, ibme who are to be punifhed by a fhort impriibnment are fent 
" to another prifon, where they live on bread and water only." He faid a woman who 
had been his prifoner, was that day fentenced to be fo punifhed for a fortnight : but 
he added, " She will have a fufficient quantity ; and if fhe be ill, her food will be 
" altered." 

Spin- I wjnt over the Spin-boufe with Mr. Van Goens, one of the magiftrates, to whofe 

kindnefs I am indebted for the following account of the inflections to the keeper. 
In this houfe, at a former vifit, were thirty-feven men, and thirty-four women. They 
were all employed in carding and fpinning wool, and knitting. The men were 
three in a room. The women were feparated, according to their crimes. — In Odtober 
1781, there were fifty men and twenty-fix women. Nine women who had been 
publicly whipped, had a work-room and bed-room feparate from the reft. In June 

* See Profeflbr Camper 's alteration at Groningen, pagt 63. 

t In the Ftrbettrhuixen a gradation is alfo obferved in the alimentary allowance. 

t The fame obfervation I remember was made to me by the keeper at Nimeguen, where the allowance is 
ten Hi* /ers, There were no prifoneri. 
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1783, there were twenty-five men, and thirty-fix women, thirty of the women in one Uthecht 

room, and fix in another. Spin- 
house. 

The ovcrfeer or keeper has a houfe for the refidence of himfelf and his family, and an 
annual falary of a thoufand guilders from the dates, and a hundred and thirty from the 
city, clear of all deductions. According to the copy of inJlrnftions> he mull not be abfent 
a night out of the city, without leave from the chief officer and the regents. He muft, 
with affiftants, fearch every part of the cells twice a week, to fee whether any thing be 
done — attempted — or introduced, that is not permitted : and he muft carefully infpett 
all things that are conveyed to the prifoners, that no tools, or glafs, no gin or other 
ftrong liquors may be concealed : and he muft himfelf, or one of his family, be prefent 
when any perfons come to fee the houfe, and no more than fix vifitants are to be ad- 
mitted at one time. He muft fee that the provifions for the prifoners be good ; and 
take care that the manufacturer pays the fame for their work, as he would if he em- 
ployed others. He muft confine thofe condemned for a long term, in ftrong rooms 
feparate from the reft. He may correct moderately but if the prifoners are refraftory, 
and deferve feverer punifhment, he muft inform the regents. By a particular permiflion 
from the magiftrates, he may take in as boarders, perfons of bad behaviour, at the defire 
of their parents, guardians or relations. — The regents only can appoint, or difcharge, a 
fervant, or turnkey. 

Leeweneerch Gqjhhuys, in the fuburbs of the city, was endowed (as appears by an Leewen- 
infeription upon it) by a lady of that name for a peft-houfe, and built in 1567. I g^st- 
choofe to give a plan and defcription of it, becaufe I think it capable of being improved huts. 
into a model for a good county hofpital. There is an afcent of two fteps into the 
veftibule, which has two folding-doors on both fides, and windows over them, and a 
ftaircafe to rooms above. On the fides of an extenfive pafiage there are four fpacious 
wards, thirty feet high. A part of one of thefe has been converted into a kitchen ; and 
in each of the other three there are twelve beds. They have galleries for opening the 
windows; and two flues from each chimney meet over the middle windows. Like 
the hofpitals in Italy there are no rooms over the wards; this is a circumftance very 
favourable to the health of the patients. The floors confift of fquare hricks, and are 
fupported by ftrong pillars and arches ten feet wide. From the rooms over the vefti- 
bule is the entrance to an open gallery (eight feet wide) over the pafiage, from which 
all the wards may be feen. By opening the oppofite doors, this houfe may be always 
kept cool and frefh. It is one of the drieft I ever vifited. The rain-water is con- 
ducted from the roof through vaults built on the outfide of the wards, to prevent them 
from being offenfive. 

At Deventer, the prifon is near the river Iflel. It confifts of four rooms, which Deventer. 
were all clean and fanded, but had no prifoners. When there are any, fixteen 
itivers a day are paid for each ; which the gaoler receives, as at molt other towns. 

K Prifoners 
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Devekteiu Prifoners for capital offences are removed to the Stadt-houfe, where the fame allowance 
is continued. 

I leave this country with regret, as it affords a large field for information on the 
important fubjeft I have in view. I know not which to admire moll, the neatnefs and 
chanlinejs appearing in the prifons, the indujlry and regular conduft of the prifoners, or 
the humanity and attention of the magiftrates and regents *. 
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Th e Germans, well aware of the neceffity of cleanlinefs in prifons, have very judici- 
oufly chofen to build them in fituations moft conducive to it 3 that is, near rivers z 
as at Hanover, Zell, Hamburg, Berlin, Bremen, Cologn, Mentz, and many other 

places. 

In the gaols that I firft faw, there were but few prifoners, except thofe called, impro- 
perly, galley ~Jlaves. One caufe of this, is a fpeedy trial after commitment. 

The galley flaves have every where a prifon to themfelvcs. They work on the roads, 
the fortifications, chalk-hills, and other public fervice for four, feven, ten, fifteen, twenty 
years, according to their crimes : and are clothed, as well as fed, by the government. 
At Wefcl, which belongs to the King of PrufTia, there were ninety-eight of thefe flaves: 
they have two pounds of bread a day, and the value of three halfpence every day they 
work. 

I faw but a very few under-ground dungeons in any new prifons abroad ; in Germany 
none, except at Liege. At Lunenburg the dungeons are difufed : and inftead of them 
are built additional rooms up flairs ; one for each prifoner. And in many of the gaols 
each criminal is alone in his room ; which is more or lefs ftrong, lightfome, and airy, 
as th^crime he is charged with is more or lefs atrocious. 

One often fees the doors of fundry rooms marked Ethiopia, India, Italy, France, 
England, &c. In thofe rooms, parents, by the authority of the magiftrates, confine for 
a certain term diffolute children : and if they are inquired after, the anfwer is, they are 
gone to Italy, England, &c. 

I do not remember any prifon in Germany (nor elfewhere abroad) in which felons 
have not, either from the public allowance, or from charities, fomewhat more to 



* I mould accufe myfelf of ingratitude, did not I take this occafion again to exprefs my acknowledg- 
ments to Sir Jofepb Yorkti who, not only exerted himfelf with ardour to promote the fjecefs of my inquiries; 
but while I was confined at the Hague in confequence of an accident, favoured me with inftances of kind- 
nek and friend ftiip that I never can forget. 

7 live 
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live on than bread and water. In fome places a perfon goes on market-days with 
a bafket for prifoners: and 1 have feen him bring them a comfortable meal of frefh 
vegetables. But there are feparate prifons, in which confinement for a week or two 
on bread and water is all the punifhment for fome petty offences. Perhaps, when a 
condemned criminal is only to live a day or two, fuch diet may be more proper than 
the indulgence with which the Germans, and other foreigners treat prifoners after 
fentence of death, which is commonly executed within forty-eight hours. The male- 
faftor has then his choice of food, and wine, in a commodious room, into which' 
his friends are admitted ; and a minifter attends him during almoft all his remaining 
hours. 

I went into Germany in June 1778, by Ofnabrug and Hanover. The prifon at Osnabrug. 
Osnabkuc I fhould entirely omit, did I not entertain a hope, that the account of 
it may poflibly engage the notice of an amiable Prince who is the prefent dijbop, and 
fo be the means of alleviating the fufferings of the miferable prifoners. The prifon 
and the houfe of correftion, is one large building, fituated in an airy part of the 
fuburbs, near a brook. A Latin infeription over the gate implies, that it was eredted 
V at the public expence, in 1756, for the purpofes of public juftice and utility, 
by confining and punifhing the wicked/' — There are feventeen chambers for crimi- 
nals, which have no light but by a fmall aperture over each door. I was happy 
to find here no more than one prifoner. He had been confined three years, and 
had furvived the cruelty of the torture *. In another part of the houfe 1 found many 
miferable and fickly objefte, men, -women and children, almoft all without fhoes 
and ftockings. They were fpinning in different rooms, which were dirty beyond 
defcription. Thefe rooms open into an offenfive paflage, which a gentleman in 
office in the city, to whom I was recommended, durft not enter. I inquired of the 
keeper concerning feveral particulars in the diet, &c. but the mifery exprefled in 
the countenances of the prifoners, made me totally difregard the information given me 
by words. 

At Bremen the tower, or prifon for debtors, has four rooms; but in 1776 the Bremen. 
magiftrate who accompanied me, Dr. Hanewinkel, allured me not one of them had been 
occupied for above thirty years, till very lately ; when one was fitted up for a debtor, 
who was confined in it a few weeks. In 178 1 I found it ftill remained unoccupied. — • 
Over the door of this prifon is inferibed, 

Hie fraudum terminus ejto. 

That there were few debtors, or none at all, in fuch towns as Mentz, Coblentz, 
Manheim, &c. may be afcribed to their being places of but little trade. In fuch 



* The mode of torture here is more excruciating than in moft other countries, and is known by the name 
of the Ofnabrug torture. I doubt not but the humanity and good fenfe of his royal highnefs, will abolifti it 
when he comes of age. 

K 2 large 
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Bremek. hrge trading cities as Hamburg, and Bremen, it fcems owing to the Jittle credit that 
is given— the expence of aliment &cc. falling on the creditor — the being feparated from 
their families, and deprived of every kind of amufement and diverfion while m prilbn — 
and the difgrace of being there. 

Debtors are not permitted, in any German cities that I have feefi 3 to have their wives 
and children living with them in prilbn. 

In 1781 I was obliged to apply to the magiftrates for permiffion to vifit the prifons, 
one of the keepers having lately been confined fourteen days to bread and water, for 
iuffcring a townfman to converfe with a prifoner. 

The Gaol is a tower at one of the gates. In the lower part there are four ftrong 
rooms (or cells) about thirteen feet four inches by fix feet eight, and fix feet high. The 
doors are four feet ten inches high and five inches thick, with iron plates between the 
boards. The windows are only fmall apertures (fourteen inches by nine). I found 
a prifoner in the lame cell in which I had feen him five years before. He had made his 
efcape, but had been retaken* — There has been no execution in this city for twenty-fix 
years. 

In another Prifon down ten fteps from the ftreet, there are fix rooms for criminals 
without windows. One was fix feet nine inches by four feet and a half, and feven feet 
high : another was ten feet by five and a half, and fix feet high. The allowance is fix 
fous (3 id.) a day, but there were no prifoners. In this difmal abode, one had lately 
beat himfclf to death againft the wall, which was ftained with his blood. 

At the Clock-tower there are feveral rooms for petty offenders, whofe diet is only 
bread and water j the allowance three fous (ifd.) a day. But their term of confinement 
is feldom longer than fix, eight, or fourteen days. 
House The Houfe of cor re 51 ion fituated on the Wefer is indeed a houfe of induftry; and 

Correc- vet 7 quiet- In 1776 there were eleven men and twenty-eight women, and in 178 1, 
tion. amt men an j nineteen women, all at work; except a woman who had broke her 
leg. The ftronger and lefs docile men rafp logwood: others weave a fet taflc of hair 
carpets* &c The keeper appoints a weaver in the houfe to inftru<5t every new comer, 
who generally teaches him the art in a fhort time. — The women 's apartments were very 
clean their work is fpinning cows and goats hair, knitting &c. — The diet of the men 
differed from that of the women only in quantity \ two men were in a mefs, and three 
women. They have meat only on Sundays and great holidays. — The keeper has a 
falary, and fells nothing. — The prifoners defcend by a trap-door into the gallery of the 
church, where the men and women are feparated, and have wooden baluftrades before 
them. 

This church belongs to an adjoining poor-houfe (Stat armeri baus) in which 
there is a number of clean rooms opening into paflages feven feet wide, and large 
enough to hold four beds in each. The number of poor in thefe rooms was one 
hundred and eighty, about eighty of whom were knitting, fpinning and fewing in a 

large 



Sect. IV. 



GERMANY. 



6 9 



large work-room. The regulations for the conduct of the houfe were hung up in the Bremen. 
refectory. The poor are here liberally accommodated in the decline of life ; and their 
cheerful countenances cannot but give great pleafure to all who vifit them. — Above 
itairs is a neat apothecary's fhop, and a room for the infpe6tors which opens into the 
church, and in which are infcribed the names, of the infyettors from 17 12, and of the 
deacons from 1698. 

Not long fince this city was remarkable for the number of children begging in the 
ftreets; but a Work-hou/e has been lately eftablifhed for the purpofe of employing them; Work, 
and here, in two rooms, I faw about one hundred and feventy, from fix to nine years house. 
of age, fpinning (with /mall wheels) under proper matters and miftrefies. They are 
allowed at leafl twelve fous (6|d.) a week, and all were clean, and feemed cheerful and 
happy 5 but were not allowed either diet or lodging in the houfe. The benefits arifing 
from clearing the ftreets of fuch a nuifance have induced the inhabitants of other places, 
to make inquiries concerning this ufeful plan. 

The Orders and regulations are hung up in the houfe, and confift of nineteen articles, 
from which I have made the following extracts. 

ARTICLE 

I. The children muft not come into the houfe without their heads combed, and their hands and face 
wafhed. For the firft negledl they are reprimanded, for the fecond puniftied. 

II. Parents mull keep their children quite clean. 

III. The children mult obey their governors. 

IV. They mull endeavour to learn well and quick. 

V. Work begins in the morning from fix to eight, according to the length of the day ; and in the after- 

noon always at one. 

VI. One hour after they have begun work they are to be called over, hear prayers, and fing a hymn. 

VII. to XIII. Direct the punifhment to be infli&ed for not attending regularly, and their treatment In 

cafe of licknefs. 

XIV. Orders the punifhments for fwearing, injuring others, and damaging the work. 

XV. Relates to the conduct of parents who hinder their children from regular attendance, in this houfe or 

at fchool. 

XVI. Declares the peculiar attention the magiftrates will give to thofe parents, &c. who bring up their 

children in the fear of God, and in obedience to thefe regulations. 

XVII. to XIX. Defcribe the rewards to children for their attention and diligence. 

The contributions to defray the expence of this ufeful inftitution are voluntary ; and a collection for this 
purpofe is made from houfe to houfe, every week. No fubfeription is taken lefs than one grofchen per week ; 
and the greateft fubfeription is thirty-fix grofche a week. 

I fat an afternoon with Dr. Buntze of Bremen, who told me he was in London in 
1753 and 54, with an inquifitive friend, a German. They went into Newgate to obferve 
the effe&s of the ventilator ; and were ftruck with an offenfive fmell in one of the rooms. 
Next'day they were both indifpofed. The Doctor's complaint turned out a kind of 
jaundice. After a few days confinement he vifited his friend, and found him exceffively 
low; and in a Ihort time he died with every fymptom of the gaol/ever. 

The 
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Hanover The Prifon at Hanover was built about thirty years ago on the banks of the river 
Prison. Leyna ; and confifts of twenty-fix rooms for confinement.' The lower rooms have 
double doors., with large apertures over them guarded by double iron bars. Thefe 
openings being oppofite to the windows afford the prilbners the only frcfh air they 
are allowed. Their beds are folid ftone, a little elevated above the floor, and 
higher at the head than the feet, with ftraw on them and two coverlets. In winter 
the rooms are warmed by ftoves, but being too near the water, and lower than the 
ftreet, they muft be unhealthy, and this appears from the countenances of the pri- 
foners. The upper rooms are larger apartments for debtors, &c. When I vifited 
this prifon in 1776, I found in it one debtor and feven criminals 3 in 1778, two debtors 
and three criminals; and in Odlober 178 1, there were twenty-nine prifoners, many 
of whom had been confined a year, and others fix months, without being brought 
to trial. Seven or eight of them were women, fome of whom had been committed 
with their hufbands, but lodged in different rooms. The allowance to all is the fame, 
two marien grofche (or per day. Seven of the lower rooms are for the more 

atrocious criminals. At my laft vifit I found feven prifoners (one in each room) 
•fecured by chains on their feet fattened to the walls, and irons on their wrifts with a 
bar between, two feet long. The keeper is allowed a falary, and fells no liquor. He 
is old and infirm, and the prifon grows evidently dirtier as he grows older. — A guard 
of fix foldiers and an officer is ftationed here day and night, who are relieved every 
morning at eight, and do duty alternately by taking two hours truft and four 
repofe, fo that each foldier is on guard eight out of the twenty-four hours. — The 
various edifts for regulating this prifon are put into frames, and hung in the council- 
chamber. 

The execrable practice of torturing prifoners is here ufcd, in a cellar where the horrid 
engine is kept. The time for it is, as in other countries, about two o'clock in the 
morning. A criminal fuffered the Ofnabrug torture twice about two years ago; the laft 
time, at putting to him the third queftton (the executioner having torn off the hair from 
his head, breaft, &c.) he confeffed, and was executed. On fuch occalions a counfellor 
and fecretary attend, with a do&or and furgeon, an Ofnabrug executioner, and fometimes 
the gaoler. If the criminal faints, ftrong falts are here applied to him, and not vinegar, 
as in fome other places. 

House The Houfe of correction is a new building in an airy fituation, appropriated to 

Cor r ec- va g rants > children and petty offenders. Here were ninety-four prifoners, fifty-eight 
tion. of whom were children, clothed in a neat uniform of blue and white linfey-woollcy 
made in the houfe. The girls were all fpinning cotton and linen. The boys, in 
fome rooms were carding, and fpinning wool and linen, and making lift fhoes and 
carpets. In one room there were fix boys (the eldeft only twelve years of age) work- 
ing at fo many frmll looms for faddle girths and clothes. In two other rooms there 
was a number of women employed in fpinning. There are alfo two fmall rooms for 

harder 
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harder work, fuch as rafping logwood and harts-horn. The coverlets of all the beds Hanover 

House 
of 



had been made in the houfe. Befides their own clothes, &c. the prifoners here make 
girths, flippers and lift carpets for fale, fpecimcns of which I brought with me. The CoR x ^ c " 
orders for regulating the hours of work, learning, recreation, &c. were hung up in the 
fchool-room. Both old and young were neat and clean ; and every thing in the houfe 
appeared quiet and orderly. 

This inftitution, of only two years ftanding, does great honour to the founder and 
director Mr. burgomafter Alemann, and is the beft monument that can ever be erefted 
for him. A good choice has been made of proper perfons to prefi.de, and infpedt; which 
is a circumftance of the greatefi importance in fuch houfes*. 

In the town-houfe at Brunswick there are feveral rooms of confinement for citizens, Bruns- 
but they were unoccupied. wick. 

The to wer, or prifon for capital offences, is over one of the gates. It confifts of three 
rooms, but none of them had been occupied for a confiderable time. There had been 
no execution for fourteen years. 

In the prifon for the flaves, the barracks were without beds. They had heavy irons, 
and at a former vifit their countenances were unhealthy. But in October 178 1, they 
appeared healthy and clean, and were furnifhed with fhoes, (lockings and proper cloth- 
ing. The irons were fixed round their waifts and flioulders, and not their legs. My 
vifit being on Sunday, I obferved that their barrows, which had all chains on the handles, 
were ranged on the oiufide of the houfe, ready for work the next day. 

The work-houfe, or Houfe of correction, {lands near the river that runs through the cicy. House 
In O&ober 178 1, there were here about feventy prifoners, who are always locked up. 
On the firft and fecond floor the men and women fleep in boxes in the paflages. In tion 
the work-rooms (it being Sunday) I was much furprifed to find them all (except fome 
lunatics in chains) employed in carding and fpinning. This accounted for the keeper's 
preventing me from feeing them at chapel, by faying no perfon was admitted. I was 
however admitted after the fervice, and concluded from the fand on *the floor at the 
prifoners benches, that few or none had attended. My conduftor infifted on carrying 
a pan of charcoal through the rooms but his fumigation could not overcome the offen- 
fivenefs of this dirty houfe. 

On one of the doors, both within and without, was hung up the following order, 
dated December 12, 1748. " That decent people may infpeft the houfe — but no. 

* The weight of Bread in this city corresponded to* the ajfize, vfe. 
lb. oz. 

Fine 1 10 at 2 marten grofche (2 Id.) 
Second 4 4-2 bonne grofche ( 3 3 ^ J . ) 
Third 5 7 ditto ditto. 

Here, as in the Pruflian and many other cities, there is alfo a Jlandard for beef, veal, mutton, pork, Sec. 
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Bruns- " more than four at a time — that they mull: put a florin (is. 6d.) into the box, for 
WICK ' « the prifoners whofc term is expired, to affift them in paffing on- their journey, and 
prevent them from begging or ftealing.— Lafciy, nothing muft be given to the 
<c keepers, or to the prifoners confined for punifhment." 
Zelu At Zell, in the electorate of Hanover, is a large work-houfe or houfe of corre&ion. 

Luken- At Lunenburg, I found the convidls employed on a different work from any I had 
before feen ; digging ftone from a large chalk-hil] : others were preparing it for the 
kiln, grinding, lifting, packing &c. in the warehouf^s. The caiks are about three 
hundred weight. It is lent to Hamburg and other dilhnt places, as it makes an ex- 
cellent cement. Many other men were employed, but the criminals, of whom there 
were thirty-one, had a chain of about four pounds. Their allowance was one pound 
and a half of bread, and three halfpence in money : provifions much cheaper than in 
England. 

Harburc At Harburg there were thirteen flaves working on the fortifications, with irons 
on one leg, and chains fupported by girdles round their waifts. Their allowance 
is three halfpenny worth of ammunition bread, and five farthings a day. They 
are guarded by foldiers, who have orders to fire on them if they attempt to efcape. 
But, notwithstanding this, when the Elbe was frozen over (1780) five efcaped to 
Hamburg. 

Hamburg. In the great and opulent city of Hamburg in 1776, I vifited all the prifons with 
every advantage, through the kindnefs of my friend, Senator Voght. In the B'uttuky 
the felons were all in irons. The common method of execution is decollation. The 
executioner (who is gaoler) lhewed me the fword kept for this purpofe, telling me he 
had made ufe of it eight times. Here is no court-yard, and only one day-room on 
the ground-floor. Above flairs, there are fix or eight fhrong rooms about ten feet 
fquare. Allowance for each prifoner is four marks a week (a mark is. 3d.). Divine 
fervice is conftantly performed on Sundays and Thurfdays. — In 178 1, there were only 
two criminals and one debtor. I faw them at chapel, and they feemed very attentive 
and mych affedted. The prifon was clean : but I perceived by the countenance of the 
gaoler and his unwillingnefs to fhew me again the torture-room, that he had feen my 
publication. For among the various engines of torture, or the queftion, which I have 
ken in France, Italy, Germany, and other places, one of the mod excruciating is kept 
and ufed in a deep cellar of this prifon. It ought to be buried ten thousand fathom 
deeper*. It is faid the inventor was the firft who fuffered by it : the laft was a woman, 
a few years ago. 

Work- The Werk-und ?ucht-haus is a work-houfe fituatcd near the Alfter, and defined for 

HOUSE. m ' * O 

the reception of the poor— beggars— and petty offenders. Confinement in it is not 
reckoned infamous. The rooms are fifteen feet wide, and have oppofite windows. 
The inhabitants were knitting and fpinning ; weaving ftockings, linen, hair, and 

* See the Marquis Beccaria, Chap. XVI. Of Tor tun. 
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wool ; — and rafping logwood and hartlhorn ; (the talk of logwood to a lhong man is Hamburg 

* Wo R IC • 

forty-five pounds per day.) Some men and horfes worked at a fulling-mill ; and a house! 
fmith was in conftant employment. At a former vifit I faw in the great room about* 4 
three hundred women and girls; and in 1781 the whole number in the houfe was 
about fix hundred. There is kept a regular account of the earnings, of the amount 
of which each perfon receives one-fourth. 

I was happy to find, at my laft vifit, a great alteration in the countenances of the 
inhabitants, and in the ftate of the houfe, as to cleanlinefs. It is governed by eight 
directors (or regents) who muft be married men. They meet every Saturday in a 
room appropriated to them, to examine, and give orders. There is alfo a room for 
their ladies, who meet at the fame time to deliver out the women's work ; and too 
much cannot be faid in praife of their care and attention. 

In the chapel, the men have a room below, and the women above. An hour is 
fpent in the fervice here every morning. 

There are feveral dark rooms for the confinement of the refrattory (thirteen feet by 
four feet nine inches,) over which are the names Ethiopia, India, London, Sec- 
There is a fpacious and convenient kitchen and bake-houfe. But the fick rooms 
both for the men and women are too fmall. 

In the room where the regents meet are their names and arms ; and alfo the regu- 
lations, which Mr. Fan Hajfel, one of the regents, was fo kind as to give me, 
together with a book containing an account of the inftitution, reprinted in 1766 from 
the original in 1622. 

This book contains — inftru&ions for the governors— orders for the officers of the 
houfe (fuch as fteward, fchool-mafter, tafk-mafter, clerk, rafp-mafter, turnkey, and 
porter) — and regulations for the management of the poor, and of fuch as have been 
committed for offences. 

The Steward is to ring a bell every morning at five, (Sundays excepted) as a fignal 
for the officers, the poor, &c. to rife and prepare for prayers. He is then to deliver 
the keys to the turnkey. He and his wife are to diftribute the meals, and to fee 
that all in the houfe are properly inftru&ed as to moral and religious duties. They 
are required to eftablifh and preferve good order and harmony among the other 
officers. The fteward muft not permit the poor, or the wives, children and fervants 
of the other officers, to converfe with fuch as are confined for offences, or to buy 
or fell any thing for them. 

The School-majler muft inftruft the children in religion, and encourage them, at 
proper times, to learn and repeat portions of Scripture. He muft alfo teach them, 
reading, writing and accounts, and a decent behaviour to thofe that vifit the houfe. 
He muft take care that they attend divine fervice, and are orderly at it ; and his 
wife, with the wives of the other officers, are required to examine the rooms, in 
order to guard againft mifchief, and wicked contrivances, and the danger of fire. 

L The 
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Hamburg The Tafk-majler on Monday morning muft give every perfon a particular talk for 
the week, and on Saturday take an account of it- In giving their tafks, attention 
mud be paid to the trade in which they had been employed, and to their ability 
and ikilh — The tafk-mafter is not permitted to undertake any work, either by him- 
felf or his wife, for his own private advantage. — His wife has the care of all the 
linen of the houfe ; and to fee it regularly delivered, &c. 

The Clerk muft keep an exad account, of the receipts, and expenditure, of all the 
money, and materials — for work— pro vifions — and furniture. 

The Rafp-majier and the Turnkey have the care of the criminals — to conduct them 
to, and from their work — to prepare their wood and tools, and to ferve them with 
provifions. Every Saturday the Rafp-mafter muft fee that all their rooms are fwept 
and thoroughly waflied. He is never to go abroad without being permitted by the 
fteward, and delivering to him the keys. He muft avoid all familiarity in con- 
verfing with the criminals. The tafk-mafter with the rafp-mafter, muft carefully vific 
the bed-rooms of the prifoners two or three times every week, and examine their 
bedding and ftraw, and every Saturday get all the rooms thoroughly cleanfed. 

The Porter muft not fuffer any of the poor to go out, without leave, and obtaining 
a leaden ftamp from the fteward. He muft ftand before the doors of the bed-rooms 
of the criminals while they pafs to their work-rooms in the morning, and alfo when 
they return in the evening. 

The Poor are not allowed to be abfent all night, or to bring in company. Such 
of them as have learned to work, and appear to be reformed and induftrious, are 
on their humble petition to be difcharged. 

When prifoners are brought in, they muft be examined and wafhed, and if 
neceffary^ clothed. Every Saturday afternooa they are to be difmifled from work 
to clean themfelves and wa(h their rooms, and the court : after which they are to 
receive clean ftiirts, and every four or fix weeks,, clean bed linen. 

Abfence from prayers — fwearing, curfing, lying and cheating— quarelling, or 
feeing others quarrel and fight without giving notice to the fteward or fchool- 
maftef — arc pnnifficd by fine, or forfeiture. All who commit any violence, or 
attempt an efcape, together with thofe who abet or conceal them, are punifhed by 
a prolongation of their term of confinement, if not in fome other way. Such as 
refufe to work, are to be punifhed with ftiort allowance, or. with ftripes ; and for 
a continued refufal, muft be ignominioufly expofed or put into the pillory. After 
an efcape they are recommitted and punifhed ; but for the fecond efcape they are 
baniflhed from the city and territory. 

I obferved in the table of diet, that the poor are allowed no meat, except on the 
great fejlivuh. At their meals they are allowed rye bread, and at breakfaft butter 
with it. At dinner and /upper they are allowed peeled barley, oats or buck-wheat 
hot, with milk (which in that city is remarkably good)- The logwood^rafpers and 
hemp beaters, are allowed a double quantity of bread and butter^The fick are 
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allowed a better diet, confifting of white bread, beer, foup or meat, juft as ordered Hamburg. 
by the phyfician. 

In the Spin-houfe, (confinement in which is accounted infamous), the men were Spi re- 
employed in (pinning, in more lightfome rooms than thofe of the other houfe. In house. 
1776, there were feventy T three prifoners, and in 1781, fifty-two. 

Here, -as at fome other towns, is a prifon for flight offences (Roken-Kijte). The 
punifhment to be confined for three or four days to two or three weeks, and live 
on bread and water only. To prevent the prifoners having any thing elfe, what 
money they bring with them is taken and fealed up; but it is returned to them 
when difcharged. 

The Hofpital for the fick (formerly the peft-houfe) ftands in the fuburbs. The Hospital. 
wards being crowded with beds, the ceilings low, and the windows kept (hut in the 
warmed days, it may properly now be called a peft-houfe. 

In this city, fuppofed to contain ninety thoufand fouls, there were but three debtors 
in 1776, and but one in 1781*: and in the neighbouring town Altena, which Altena. 
belongs to the king of Denmark, there were but two the firft time, and one the laft. 



DENMARK. 

At the entrance of many towns in Denmark, a whipping-poft ftands confpicuous ; 
on the top of which the figure of a man is placed, with a fword by his fide, and 
a whip in his right handi*. Gibbets and wheels are alfo placed on eminences, on 
which the bodies of malefactors are fometimes left after execution, to deter others 
from their crimes. 



• I here copy a few articles from the code of municipal laws. €€ Aucun citoyen ne put ni ctrc 
" emprifonne, ni aucune peine lui infligee fans jugement prealable de fes pairs, pourvu qu'il donnit 
*• caution & que le crime ne fut pas capital. Quiconque s'etait enfui, s'etait mis hors de la prote&ion 
** des loix. 

" Les biens de la femme repondaient pour les dettes du mari, & le creancier pouvait tenir aux fers 
M fon debiteur infolvable ; nul fauf-conduit pour celui-ci. 

Ki Les compofitions eurent lieu dans les moindres delits, mais les mcurtres, les vols forces ou com- 
0 pliques, l'apoftafie, la forcelerie, la trahifon, furent punis de mort, lorfqu'on eut faifi le criminei 
'f fur le fait." A. Dike's EJJai fur VHlfioire de Hambcurg, p. 21 and 23, 

t Would not fome public intimations of the punifhment to follow crimes be ufeful alfo in England? 
Notwithstanding the numbers of fifhermen and loofe boys about Amfterdam, the Hague, and Schevelin, 
their public walks and beautiful plantations remain uninjured; which is owing, partly to the ftri&nefs 
of the police, and partly to the warnings given by placarts painted on boards, and hung up in different 
flaces, with reprefentations of whipping, cutting off hands, &c. 

L 2 Criminals 



7 6 F O R E I G N P R I S O N S. 

Criminals are never put into irons before their trial, unlefs when they are appre- 
hended in the aft of murder, or fome other very atrocious crime. After condemna- 
tion, application is made to parliament, which either confirms, or reverfes the 
fentence pronounced. 

Some criminals are punifhed by being whipped in the market-place, and banifhed. 
Some of the lower fort, as watchmen, coachmen, &c. are punifhed by being led 
through the city in what is called the Spanijb mantle. This is a kind of heavy vcft, 
fomething like a tub, with an aperture for the head, and irons to enclofe the 
neck. I meafured one at Berlin, one foot eight inches diameter at the top, two 
feet eleven at the bottom* and two feet eleven inches high* In order to convey a 
clearer idea of it, I have reprefented it in a drawing. This mode of punifhment 
is particularly dreaded, and is one caufe that night-robberies are never heard of 
in Copenhagen. 

The place of execution is out of the City. Decollation is reckoned more honour- 
able by the fword than by the axe. This is the common mode of execution ; but 
of fome more heinous crimes the punifhment is breaking on the wheel ; and in 
executing this on ftatc prifoners, it has been the praftice fometimes to begin with 
cutting off their right hands. — After the fentence of a criminal is confirmed, he is 
allowed time to prepare for death, from eight to fourteen days, as the chaplain 
attending htm thinks neceffary. He is confined in a cell (or dungeon) at night, 
but is allowed to be in an upper room in the day. 

Executions are rare. A great number for child-murder are condemned to work 
in fpin-houfes for life, and to be whipped annually on the day when, and the fpot 
where, the crime was committed. This mode of punifhment is dreaded more than 
deattv and lince it has been adopted has greatly prevented the frequency of the 
crime. — The punifhment for grand-larceny has been, lince 1771, whipping and 
llavery for life. 

Rends- At R ends burg in Holftein, in the guard-room at the entrance of the prifon, on 
a Hate was a lift of feventy feven flaves ; fixty well, and feventeen fick. They are 
diftinguifhed by a brown coat with red fleeves, and irons on one leg, with a chain 
fattened to their waifts. They work on the fortifications ; in fummer from five to 
eleven, and from one to fix. Their bread was coarfe and black, and feemed by the 
tafte, to be made of buck- wheat. Befides an allowance of bread, they have a pay 
of one ftiver (a penny) a day *. They lie on barrack-beds. Their countenances 
were more clear and healthy than thofe of the common people, poftillions, &c. who 
have opportunities of procuring fpirkuous liquors. 
Copen- At Copenhagen, the State-prifon is in the citadel. In this prifon there are five 
or fix rooms, about fifteen feet by fourteen, with one window, and a cafe (or bed) 
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in each. Thefe rooms were clean and white-waflied. I obferved here one prifoner, 
who was guarded by an officer and foldier in the room, and another at the 
door, though the guard-room was below. The weather being then very warm, 
(thermometer 77 0 .) he was permitted to have his window open : and this is all the 
frefh air allowed ftate-prifoners, for they are never fuffered to go out of their 
rooms. The king makes them an ample allowance for diet. At the time of divine 
fervice, their doors are opened, and they hear it by an oblique perforation into the 
church, through the thick wall oppofite to the doors. 

I obferved chains fattened to the wail, in the clofe rooms, where the Counts 
Struenfee and Brandt had been confined % — Here are fome dark rooms for the puniflv- 
ment of foldiers, but no dungeons. 

In the prifon at the Stat-houfe (Stadens arreji-hus) there were nine perfons confined 
for crimes, and eleven for debt. The female criminals were at work in their feveral 
apartments, which I obferved to be clean : but the rooms of the male criminals 
were dirty and offenfive. The allowance granted them is three marks (27 pence) 
a week. There are in this prifon feveral arched damp dungeons. — A refident 
chaplain reads prayers to the prifoners every day. 

The Blue-tower (the prifon for the bailiwick and fervants of the court) confifts 
of four fmall rooms, on three floors. Ihere were i n J t eight men and two women : 
their allowance is two pence a day, .with which they purchafe what they pleafe of 
the gaoler, who keeps a public houfe, and has a falary from the court. Here, 
as well as in the prifon at the Stat-houfe, I could not but obferve the neatnefs of 
the women, whofe rooms were a contraft to thofe of the menf. The reafon is, 
that the gaolers wives infpedt the apartments of their own fex, and are more attentive 
than their hufoands. 

The Stotl-haufe is near the ramparts. Here criminals from the garrifon, and con- 
vidts from the different clafles of the people, are condemned to flavery. On one 
lide of the court belonging to this prifon, there are two rooms on the ground-floor, 
each of which, though only ten feet high, has two tiers of barrack-beds. Thefe 
rooms, being crowded, are unhealthy. Over them there are two clofe rooms for the 
fick; and alfo a chapel, which has no gallery, the ceiling being very low. Here I 
faw a hundred and forty-three flaves, who were diftinguilhed by a brown coat with 
red fleeves, and breeches likewife of both colours. They never put off their clothes 
at night; and as they have new clothes only once in two years, and thofe very flight, 
I did not wonder to find many of them almoft naked. Some had light chains on 
one leg, fome heavier chains on both legs \ others had iron collars : one was 
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* Count Struenfee having been confined above three months, when he firlt came out, though in view 
•f a terrible death, exclaimed, »• O what a blefling is frem air I" 



t The reverfe is common in England. 
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Copfn/ chained by bis wrifts to a wheel-barrow. Thefe, I underftood, were punithments 
HAGEN infilled upon thofe of them who had attempted to efcape, &c *. 

hause, On the other fide of the court, and down ten fteps, there are feven arched dungeons 
about fifteen feet by feven, with one window eighteen inches by twelve, in which 
vere eleven prifoners, who lay on barrack-beds. 

The diftrefs and dcfpnir in the pale and fickly countenances of the flaves were 
Shocking to humanity. My firft ytfit was on Saturday; the next day I went to the 
tervice at the chapel, where, of the few that attended, the man chained to the 
wheel-barrow was one. They fat together on benches, and foldiers were properly 
placed at different parts of the chapel, and two with bayonets fixed, flood at the 
door. Service being ended, the flaves firft pafled down. I then revifited their 
rooms, where molt of them lay on barracks, dirty beyond defcription. At my 
third vifit, I found the prifon put into better order, and fwept. The offenfivenefs of 
ihis prifon always gave me a head-ach, fuch as I fuffered from my firft vifits to the 
Engjflb prifons. 

Thcfe flaves work on the fortifications, and their time for working in fummer, is 
from five to eleven, and from one to fix. Their allowance is feven pounds of 
black bread every five days, befides a pay of one ftiver a day in winter, and in 
fummer, when they work more hours, a ftiver and half. They were attended by a 
guard confifting of twenty foldiers. In returning from their work, I obferved that 
fome of them were chained to one another in pairs with loofe chains. Thefe, I found, 
were fome of the worft, who had pafled under the hands of an executioner and were 
branded ; on a flate fifty eight in this clafs ; and eighty-five, of the firft clafs. 
Spin* In the Spin-houfe there were about three or four hundred prifoners forting, carding, 

and fpinning wool, for the king's manufa&ory in this city f. The rooms are fpacious, 
but notwithftanding this they are clofe and offenfive, the windows being kept (hut. 
In the court I faw feveral fmall rooms, with one man in each, employed in either 
rafping or chopping logwood. Sixty-fix women were confined for life J, and all 
employed in carding and fpinning in one room.— Separate rooms arc afligned to the 
fick. The furgeon told me he apprehended one woman had the gaol- fever ; but this 
probably was a miftake, for upon examining her pulfe I found it ftrong and quick; 

' I obferved in the windows of this and two other prifons, an iron ring, of ^bout three inches 
diameter, on all the bars where they crofs each other at right angles, to prevent their being wrenched 
out, 

t The King's military cloth manufactory wat built in 1760. It is four hundred and twenty-five 
feet long, and employs from five to fix hundred perfons. All the wool fpun in the feveral houfefi of. 
correaion in the Danifh dominions is brought to this manufactory. Great quantities, efpecialiy of 
the finer fort intended for clothes for the officers, are fp«n in the houfe here defcribed. 

t See page 76, line 22, 
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In the Almindelige or great hofpital, there are near a thoufand poor. The length Almin- 
of one of the wings is two hundred and feventy-five feet. In a paflage (too narrow) b*£,ice> 
fix feet wide, are feveral rooms, in each of which about ten or twelve perfons were 
employed, moftly in fpinning worfted*. Being allowed to keep all they can 
earn, they purchafed their own provifions, according to regulations fettled by the 
directors -f\ There was a room or two which belonged to a manufacturer, (a Scotch 
gentleman) whofe office it was, to give out and take in their work, and to pay for it. 
There being no work-rooms, the bed-rooms were crowded. The fewers are very 
properly detached from the reft of the houfe, and there is a paflage to them fronx 

* It was a hardfhip on the aged and infirm, to be obliged to fpin wool, when they had been long 
accuftomed to fpin flax or hemp, which is cleaner. 

f This being a good, though not common mode of aflifting the poor, I here give- the Table of 
Diet, with the regimen for the Sick, as figned by the directors, and hung up. 

Regulations of the price of provifions, fettled by the directors, January I, 1781. 

Sunday* Soup of pork, beef, or lamb, with carrots, cabbage, or other vegetables according to 

the feafon : 1 pot for a (killing : 4 lods of beef, or 3 lods of pork, a (killing. 
N. B. A pot is about an Englijb quart : a Jkilling* a halfpenny : a fod, half an ounce. 
Monday* Grout made of Fehmerjke grain, three quarters of a pot for a (killing. Iceland dried cod* 

with fauce and muftard, a (killing, 
Tuefday. Peafe foup, three quarters of a pot, a (killing. Beef and pork, as on Sunday, 

Wednesday. Grout made of buck -wheat and watex, three quarters of a pot, a (killing, 
Thurfday. Cole worts cut fmall and boiled with beef, pork, Sec. one pot for a (killing. 
Friday, Gray peafe prepared with vinegar and flour, three quarters of a pot,- a (killing. 

Saturday. As on Monday. 

The cook (hall alfo keep and fell to the poor, according to the regulations, bread, beer., butter, 
cheefe, and herrings ; alfo Danifh brandy at eighteen (killings a pot, provided that no perfon purchafe 
more than a (killing's worth in a day. 

Regimen for the Sick. 

Sunday Dinner. Beef, mutton or lamb foup, with roots or greens, and four lods of meat, or inftead 

of meat, a (lice of wheaten bread with butter and bread upon it. 
Monday* Grout of Fehmerfke grain, with butter and fvveet milk. 

Tuefday. Water-gruel, with fugar and vinegar. 

Wednefday. Grout of buck wheat, with butter and milk. 

Tburfday. As on Sunday. 

Friday* Barley or rice foup, with fugar, vinegar and prunes, and a flice of wheaten bread with 

butter and beef upon it, 
Saturday. As on Monday. 

In cafe the phyfician or furgeon finds it neceffary to change the diet of any patient, the cook mud 
prepare whatever is ordered, provided it does not exceed the value of the ufual regimen. — Boiling 
water and water-gruel mud be always ready night and day. — Patients are allowed no other provifions 
but the above-mentioned, and are prohibited the ufe of fpirits and ftrong liquors. — Dinner is at eleven, 
and fupper at fx* 

Licrtdhg. Wend** Cortfm. 

eatery 
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every ftoiy, by a gallery open on rhe fides ; which prevents the floors from being 
offenfive. The pafiages of the feveral floors open into the galleries of the chapel, 
which is in the centre. The chaplain has fix rooms and a kitchen. He officiates 
on Sundays, and has a faiary of three hundred dollars a year, (a Danifli dollar is p. gd.) 
befides fome perquifites ; but he has no other charge to attend. A clerk officiates 
at eight, every morning, and is allowed two dollars a week. 

Frederick's Hofpital, (or the royal infirmary,) is an elegant building, and has a fpacious 
area, with pleafant walks for the patients. Many of the poor citizens are admitted 
and maintained gratis : others, on paying feven Danifli marks (a mark nine-pence) 
a week, or if they have feparate rooms, fourteen. Thirty foldiers may alfo be admitted, 
who, if lingie, are obliged to give up their whole pay to the hofpital, and if married, 
half. The patients wear the clothes of the houfe. Each of them has a bed to him- 
felf ; and their number was one hundred and forty-two men, and eighty-five women. 
Of thefe, one hundred and fifty-eight were under the care of the phyfician, and fixty- 
nine under the furgeon. Here, a proper feparation is made between thefe two forts 
of patients. The wards are not crowded •, and it is the cuftom to white-wafti them 
once every year. If this were univerfally praftifed in their hofpitals and prifons, 
it would have a very beneficial effeft. — The Diet table which was hung up in the 
wards was as follows. 



FULL 

Dinner at One. 
Sunday. Soup with forced meat balls ; veal 

cutlets ; lamb or beef fteaks ; 

paftry or puddh^. Bread and beer. 
N. B. Bread and beer or ale every day. 
Menday. Bouillon - foup with pearl barley ; 

veal or lamb fricafee. 
Tuefday. Broth with toalted wheaten bread and 

meat; fifti roafted, or boiled. 
Wednefday. Bouillon-foup with rice; boiled veal, 

lamb or beef, with fpinach, four 

krout, cauliflower or carrots. 
fburfday. Soup with bread dumplins, or green 

cole ; broiled meat. 
Friday. Soup with greens, eggs and toafted 

bread ; beef and horfe-radilh. 
Saturday. Rice milk ; fifh or fteaks. 

COMMON 
Dinner at Eleven. 
Sunday. Soup, three pints, with beef four 

ounces, or lamb five ounces with 
rice; rye bread half a pound; 
beer a pint. 
Brtad and beer or ah every day. 



DIET. 

Supper at Seven. 
Hafty pudding with butter ; bread And butter 
with eggs ; beer. 

2V. B. Bread and butter and beer every night. 
Water-gruel with raifins, and toafted bread. 

Hafty pudding with butter. 

Soup of bread and beer. 

Wine foup, with rice or Scotch barley. 
As on Monday. 

Cherry. foup with toafted bread. 

DIET. 

Supper at Six. 
Thick barley boiled in water with grits, a pint, 
and butter a quarter of an ounce 5 rye bread 
half a pound, with butter half an ounce; ccr 
a pint. 

Bread and butter and beer every night. 

Monday. 
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Monday. Soup and meat, with Scotch barley. Water-gruel, with wheaten- bread, vinegar and Copen* 

fugar; or cherry foup with whcaten bread and ha gen. 
fugar. 

fucfday. Soup and meat, with oat grits. Thick boiled barley with butter. 

Wednefday. Soup and meat, with rice. Water-gruel with wheaten bread, vinegar and 

fugar. 

Tburfday. Broth, with toafted bread and meat. As on Tuefday. 

Friday. As on Monday. Barley- foup with vinegar and fugar. 

Saturday. As on Tuefday. Rye flour and water hafty pudding, or, as on 

Tuefday. 

Each patient has for breakfalr, two bifcuits and a pint of milk ; and weekly one ounce of congou tea, 
and half a pound of white fugar. — The foup (hall be well fupplied with vegetables according to the feafon. 

For fuch patients as are confined to particular diet, the phyfician or furgeon, inflead of the ufual food, 
orders, veal-foup, cherry-foup, barley-foup, forrel, fpinnach, afparagus, codlins, french plums, and 
wheaten bread. — Broth and water-gruel is always ready for ufe. 

Frederick's Hofpital, i ft July, 1774. 

Br aim. Johannffin. Berger. Hcfman. RottbolL Hennings. Liunge. Tbul/irup. 

The Marine Hofpital contained one hundred and fifty-feven patients, feparated Marine 
from one another according to their different diforders. Their diet and regimen are Ho6P1TAl - 
the fame as in Frederick's hofpital. Their beds have no curtains ; and in fine weather 
are carried out to be beat and aired. The wards are fpacious, and care is taken to 
keep them cleanly, by wafliing them every week. 

In the Hofpital for the education of poor children, there were two hundred and Orphan- 
twenty-five boys ; almoft all of whom had cutaneous diforders and fickly countenances. "°^se. 
I found no proper management here, and the rooms were clofe and dirty. When the 
director fhewed me the Jick rooms, I told him, all the rooms were Jick rooms. 

In St. John's Hofpital, which is the peft-houfe, and ftands half a mile from the St. John's 
city, there were about a hundred men and two hundred women. In each of two of Hosi>1TAL - 
the wards there were ten or twelve fmall rooms for the infane. Though the weather 
was warm, the windows were fhut ; a circumftance peculiarly bad for that fort of 
patients. The chaplain, who refides here in a neat houfe, favoured me with his 
company through fome of the wards. The windows, though oppofite to one another, 
were of little ufe except for light. The houfe was clean ; the floors landed ; and the 
beds neat. — This was formerly the military hofpital which is now removed to 
Chrijlians Plege-buus, a fpacious building in the city; one of the quadrangles is the 
great poor-houfe juft defcribed. It is a well regulated eftablilhment. The regula- 
tions were drawn up by Major de Pflug, who publifhed them in 1773, wi£h the plans 
of the building : for which fcarce publication I am obliged to Mr. Trefcbow, chap- 
lain to the garrifon *« 

* At Copenhagen in the beginning of July 1781, I bought four forts of bread; of the fimft I had 
7 ounces for a Danifh (liver (equal to 1 penny Englifh) ; of the fecond fort, 10 ounces ; of the third fort, 
20 ounces ; of the fourth, exaftly two pounds. 
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In travelling through the country in Sweden, I obferved the houfes to be much 
cleaner than thofe in Denmark ; and this led me to hope I ftiould find the fame 
difference in the prifons ; efpecially as I was told they were vifited every Saturday by 
an officer from the chancery. But I was difappointed, for I found them as dirty and 
offenlive as thofe in Denmark. Some of the prifons at Stockholm are near the water ; 
the city, which ftands on feven iflands, being well adapted for that fixation. When 
I attended at the trials in the court of juftice in July, the want of frefti air, in confc- 
quence of the windows being Ihut, affected me fo much as to make me ill a conlider- 
able time afterwards. 

Stock- There are three prifons at Stockholm; one in the northern fuburbs, one in the 
fouthern, and the other in the city itfelf. Criminals while confined in thefe prifons, are 
not in irons. If the offence be capital, they are after condemnation fent to the great 
prifon (called Smed-garden) ; from whence they may appeal to parliament^ which 
muft comfirm the fentence before it can be executed. 

The general mode of execution is by the axe. Women are beheaded on a fcaffold, 
which is afterwards fet on fire at the four corners, and confumed with the body. The 
prefent King has humanely abolilhed all torture, and ordered a dark cellar applied to 
this purpofe in the great prifon, to be bricked up *. 

1 was prefent four or five hours in one of the courts of juftice, when many civil 
and criminal caufes were tried. The burgomafter (with his gold chain) was 
feated at one end of a table, and on each fide four or five other magistrates. The 
manner of fwearing a witnefs was by requiring him to put two fingers on a Bible, 
and to pronounce the words of the oath deliberately after the burgomafter.— In fome 
caufeS only one witnefs was fworn ; in others, feveral ; and while one was under 
examination, the reft were not allowed to be prefent, except in trials for petty 
offences, when no oath was adminiftered. — In civil caufes, both plaintiffs and 
defendants prefented memorials, and fome were allowed counfel. — In a profecution 
of a man for beating his wife, I obferved that one of the fenior magiftrates pleaded 
the wife's caufe, and then withdrew with the parties concerned in the profecution. 
The judge, having confulted a book of laws, called them in again ; and after 
hearing the law read and the fentence pronounced, they bowed and departed at 

• The gaoler told me, that agreeably to the king's order, the door-way had been bricked up. On my 
infilling to fee the wall that I might be affured of the faft, I found the cellar ftill open. 

different 
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different doors. I obferved in petty difputes, a reconciliation fo hearty fometimes 
taking place, that the contending parties fhook hands, and went off together fliedding 
tears of joy. 

In the prifon called Norr Kiamndrs Rati for the northern fuburbs, (which are four Nor* 
times as large as the city kfelf) there are two juftice-rooms and fix other rooms. It ^Ratt** 
had in it only three prifoners. The allowance, fix flivers (2d.) per day. 

In the prifon for the fouthern diftrift Soder Kiamndrs Ratt y there were alfo fix rooms; Soder 
four of which, having their windows nailed up, were very dark, dirty and offenfive. ^r^tt" 
Here were five prifoners almoft ftifled, in confequence of receiving no air except 
through a fmall aperture in the door of each room. The other two rooms were light 
and airy, and are fometimes ufed as an infirmary. — The gaoler here, as in the other 
prifons, fells liquors. His room, like thofe I have too often feen in my own country, 
was full of idle people who were drinking. 

In the prifon for the city, called Stads Kiamndrs Ratt, the rooms were very dirty, Stads 
and the windows of all, except one, were fliut. The countenances of the prifoners K * T ARS 
befpoke negleft and oppreflion. Here were two rooms appropriated to criminals 
condemned for a certain term, to bread and water. In one of thefe rooms there were 
two perfons, who feemed almoft ftarved, being allowed only fix flivers worth of 
bread, (2d.) per day, and that fold them by an unfeeling gaoler K Here is no 
chapel; nor are the prifoners ever allowed to leave their noxious cells. I obferved 
coffins are kept ready for the dead. 

The Smed-garden (to which criminals are fent after condemnation) is a brick Smed- 
building in an airy fituation. It has a court enclofed with high planks, or palilades. garden. 
In one of the rooms on one fide of this court, I faw two barrack-beds and three men, 
one of them loaded with irons. Their allowance is fix (livers per day, with which 
they may purchafe what they pleafe. Two ftiver worth of bread weighed exadly 
twelve ounces. 

On the other fide of the court is the chapel, and the apartments of the women, 
where I faw five prifoners at needle-work, but none in irons; and, I was informed, 
the women are never put into irons. There is a bed in the chapel ; where the convift 
refts till his execution, which is fometimes three weeks : two days before this, his 
irons are taken off. 

The men are allowed to walk in the court from eight to nine, and from four to five: 
the women are allowed the fame privilege, but at different times. 

The Prifon for debtors is in the city, ar^d confifts of two rooms on the firfl floor Debtors 
and two over them. Here were fixteen men % and one woman. The rooms being Prison. 

* Seeing thefe mlferable objetts thankful for a fmall donation of bread, I faid to the gaoler, " a fen- 
r« tence for twenty-eight days muft be very fevere." He replied, " it is good for their health.'' I can 
make a good conjefture of the (late of a prifon, from the countenances of the prifoners : complacency 
and fubmiflion appear under kind treatment, even though the apartments be bad, and the allowance 
/canty. 
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Stock- all open, they affociate with one another as they pleafe*. The allowance to each is fix 
holm. ftivers a day paid by their creditors : on default of payment they are releafed. 

This prifon being in a clofe part of the city, is one of the moft unhealthy. But I 
was informed, it is to be removed to a more airy fituation in the fouthern fuburbs. 
Spin- The Spin or Rafp-houfe has an infeription over the door, Stockholms Stad Spin 

H0U5E - och Rafp hm 9 An. 1750. It (lands on a declivity, at the extremity of the fuburbs, 
and near a lake. The number of prifoners was a hundred and eighty ; twenty 
or twenty-five of whom I faw in a room, forting, carding, or fpinning wool ; every 
prifoner is obliged to fpin two pounds and a half (equal to about three thoufand 
ells) of yarn in a day : all that is done by any prifoners more than this, they are 
paid for, at the rate of two ftivers a pound ; and, as a farther reward, they become 
entitled to an abridgment of their term of confinement, in proportion to their 
diligence. 

The women's apartments were clean ; but the countenances of the men and boys 
were fickly, and their rooms dirty and offenfive. The men were not feparated from 
the boys as they fhould have been, nor the women from the girls. 

The rooms employed as an infirmary were clean, and ftrewed with the young (hoots 
of the fpruce fir : it had in it five fick women, and five or fix convalefcents. 

On inquiry, I found the fcurvy was a prevailing diforder here, efpecially in Auguft ; 
which, I doubt not, is owing to clofe confinement, to the want of cleanlinefs, and 
to the ufe of falt-fifh and other fait provifions. Some precautions are ufed againft this 
diforder, for the prifoners at their admifiion are examined by the furgeons after 
which they are required to bathe themfelves, and to continue this as a praftice twice a 
month. 

They attend prayers in the hall of the Spin-houfe every day ; in fummer, at fix in 
the morning and feven in the evening ; and in winter, at eight and four. 

A perfon in the office of an infpeftor has a convenient houfe. here, with a falary of 
l^o per Annum* which is large for this country, and four times more than the falary of 
the keeper. I am perfuaded of the impropriety of trufting fuch eftablifhments to the 
care of interefted men. Neither the condition of the wards, nor the appearance of the 
prifoners, did this infpe&or any credit +. 
Hospital. I vifited fome charitable inftitutions in this city; I will juft mention the 
Hofpital for the fick. There were in it thirty-two patients. In the largeft of the 
rooms there were only feven beds : a diftincl bed was allotted to each patient, and 
all was clean and neat. Two of the rooms were appropriated to venereal patients. 

* One advantage which arifes from the feparatlon of prifoners is, that it prevents taking gtrnijh ; this, 
though a confiani practice here, is not common in foreign prifons. 

t We muft look for humanity, care and attention, only in thofe houfes where there arc not refident 
infpt8ars with large fal arte s, as in Holland, Hamburg, Switzerland, &c. 
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The floors, as in the other hofpitals and in moft of the private houfes, were ftrewed 
with the young (hoots either of the fpruce fir or juniper tree : having alked the reafon, 
one of the furgeons told me, " it was done to prevent infedtion." I attended Mr. 
jfkren, the principal furgeon, through the wards, and faw him drefs the patients. 
Three or four pupils affifted, and four other attendants ; one of whom was a woman 
carrying a bafon of water *. f * 



RUSSIA- 

In Russia the peafants and fervants are bondmen or flaves, and their lords (or Russia. 
matters) may inflidt on them any corporal punilhment, or banifh them to Siberia, 
on giving notice of their offence to the police. But they are not permitted to put 
them to death. Should they, however, die by the feverity of their punifhment, the 
penalty of the law is eafily evaded. Inftances, notwithftanding, of great attachment 
of peafants to their lords, in confequence of good treatment, are not uncommon. A 
gentleman was Ihewn me at Peterfburg, whofe peafants, hearing of his intention to fell 
his eftate, brought him all the money they had faved, and gave it him, upon condi- 
tion that he fhould keep his land, and ftill continue to be their mafter. 

Debtors in this country are often employed as Jlaves by government, and allowed 
twelve roubles -f yearly wages, which goes towards difcharging the debt J. In fome 
cafes of private debts, if any perfon will give fufficient fecurky to pay twelve 
roubles a year as long as the Have lives, or till the debt is paid off ; as alfo to produce 
the fiave when he is demanded ; fuch perfon may take him out of confinement : 
but if he fails to produce him when demanded, h liable to pay the whole debt im- 
mediately. 

There are no regular gaolers appointed in Ruflia, but all the prifons are guarded 
by the military. Little or no attention is paid to the reformation of prifoners* 

• The feveral forts of bread in Stockholm were exaftly .according to the ajpzi. 
The fine white, 1 lb. -\ 

Second fort, 1 lb. 9^ oz. £ for two-pence Engliih. 

The coarfeft, near 41b, -* 
t One hundred copecks is a roulJe, and a rouble about four fhillings. 

% An impracticable fcheme has been advanced by a late author to oblige debtors in England to work 
off their debts by their own labour. The Marquis Beccaria, in his former editions of his EJfay on Crimes 
and PuniJkmtnU, had propofed fome fuch fcheme ; but in the third edition he acknowledged his miftake> 
and confeffed that he had injured the rights of humanity, and was alhamed that he had adopted fo incon- 
fiderate an opinion. 
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Rusai a. in the inftru&ions for a new Code of laws by the prefent Emprefs, however, a very juft 
and humane diftindion is made between prifoners of different clafles. " One ought 
« not to confine in the fame place, u an accufed perfon, againft whom there are 
" only appearances, 2. a convift, 3. a criminal who is condemned to prifon as a 
« punifliment. The accufed perfon is only detained; the two others are imprifoned: 
" but with refped to the former of them, the prifon is only a part of punifhment; 
i6 with refpedt to the latter, it is the puniftiment itfelf 

There is no capital puniftiment for any crime but treafon : but the common 
punifhment of the knoot is often dreaded more than death, and fometimes a criminal 
has endeavoured to bribe the executioner to kill him. This puniftiment feldom caufes 
immediate death, but death is often the confequence of it. 
Peters- The governor of the police at Petersburg was fo kind as to fix a time for Ihewing 
me all the inftruments commonly ufed for puniftiment— the axe and block — the 
machine (now out of ufe) for breaking the arms and legs — the inftrument for flitting 
or lacerating the noftrils — and that for marking criminals, (which is done by 
pun&uation, arid then rubbing a black powder on the wounds) — the knoot whip — • 
and another called the cat, which confifts of a number of thongs from two to ten. 
Knoot. The Knoot whip, is fixed to a wooden handle a foot long, and confifts of feveral 
thongs about two feet in length twifted together, to the end of which is faftened 
a fingle tough thong of a foot and half, tapering towards a point, and capable of 
being changed by the executioner, when two much foftened by the blood of the 
criminal. 

Auguft 10, 1 78 1, I faw two criminals, a man and a woman, fuffer the puniftiment 
of the knoot. They were conducted from prifon by about fifteen huflars and ten 
foldiers. When they arrived at the place of punifhment, the huflars formed themfelves 
into a ring round the whipping-poft, the drum beat a minute or two, and then fome 
prayers were repeated, the populace taking off their hats. The woman was taken 
firft; and after being roughly ftript to the waift, her hands and feet were bound with 
cor<^s to a poll made for the purpofe, a man ftanding before the poft to keep the cords 
tight. A fervant attended the executioner, and both were ftout men. The fervant 
firft marked his ground, and (truck the woman five times on the back. Every ftroke 
feemed to penetrate deep into her flefli. But his mafter thinking him too gentle, 
pufhed him afide, took his place, and gave all the remaining ftrokes himfelf, which 
were evidently more fevere. The woman received twenty-five, and the man fixty : I 
preffed through the huflars, and counted the number as they were chalked on a 
board. Both feemed but juft alive, efpecially the man, who yet had ftrength enough 
to receive a fmall donation with fome figns of gratitude. They were conducted back 
to prifon in a little waggon. I faw the woman in a very weak condition fome days 
after, but could not find the man any more. 

* InfruZion, Uf € , Art. CLXXI. 
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In the Fortrefs there are many vaulted rooms, fome of which are now ufed for the Pe b ™ r g s ~ 
confinement of deferters, and criminals of various forts, who work on the fortifica- Fortress. 
tions. Some were glad of the privilege of being employed in the governor's garden, 
for the fake of the flour which he gave them for their labour. Others, with logs to 
their legs, were drawing wood out of the Neva. Thirty-five were crowded into 
one of the rooms, which therefore was exceffively hot, having only two fmall apertures 
(ten inches by nine) for the admiflion of air. In another part of this building, 
feventy-five flaves with logs fattened to both their legs, were lodged in four rooms, 
which were (till more clofe and offenfive. In a few rooms (ufed as barracks) fome 
officers were confined. Every room was furnilhed with an oven or ftove, and mod of 
them with barrack-beds. 

In the Police prifon there were in one room nine women, and in two other rooms Pusoks. 
forty-four men. In two fmall and low arched cellars (very hot and offenfive) I faw 
fifteen men, moft of them in irons. In a room called the infirmary, detached from 
the reft of the prifon, there were feven perfons fick. All the prifoners fubfift on 
voluntary contributions, colle&ed in boxes before their grates, and at church. This 
is all the advantage they derive from the church near the prifon, for they are never 
permitted to enter it, or to go out of their rooms - y except on particular occafions with 
guards of foldiers. 

In the New government prifon behind the courts of juftice, there are barracks for the 
guard near the rooms of confinement. The number of prifoners was fixty-eight, in- 
eluding two confined for debt, and twenty-feven male and female vagrants and petty 
offenders, all crowded together into one room. 

In the fuburbs is a Prifon, confiding of feveral timber houfes, furrounded with high 
paJifades. In one houfe I faw twenty-five prifoners, in another five or fix, all with 
irons on both legs. Some were out at work, and the whole number was near eighty. 
Many were boys of twelve or fifteen years of age. In the middle there was a 
kitchen, in which was an oven and many loaves of bread for the prifoners, like that 
for the foldiers. They feemed under clofe confinement, though there is a large court 
in which they might be allowed to walk with fafety. 

The Prifon for Debtors confifls of four vaulted rooms communicating with one Debtor* 
another, and furnilhed with ftoves and barrack-beds. The prifoners are never per- P^so*. 
mitted to go out of their rooms. They fulfift by alms received from paflengers in 
little boxes placed before the windows ; but government fupplies them with wood for 
fuel. One told me, he had been confined for five years, for a debt of fifteen rouble*; 
and another, four years for twenty-five roubles. 

A Spm-houfe (or houfe of corre&ion) is building in this' city, fituated near the Spin- 
liver. It is an elegant, though plain building, with fifty- feven windows in front, HOV3Ea 
and two galleries at the back-front lupporced by pillars. There is an afcent of 
a few fteps to the firfl: floor; all the ftaircafes are ftone (five feet wide); the rooms 

are 
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Peters- are about thirty-three feet by twenty-three ; the windows fix feet from the floor ; the 
BURG " ceilings are lofty, in the middle of which are apertures fourteen inches fquare ; and 
the roof confifts of thin iron plate. 

I vifued feveral hofpitals in this city with pleafure, the rooms, even of the infane, 
being as clean as thofe in Holland : but I fhall mention only two or three. 

The hofpitai for foldiers, and the marine hofpital, from a great quadrangle, built 
Military chiefly of brick, in a morafs, near the Neva. The Military hofpital confifts of twenty- 
Hospital, eight fpacious rooms, befides two or three anatomical rooms in which ledlures are 
read. There is a chapel in the centre, but it is in a ruinous ftate, having been left 
unfinifhed, becaufe the builder had hanged himfelf in it. — At a little diftance in a large 
area or field enclofed with wooden palifades, there are fourteen or fifteen houfes con- 
ftrudted of wood, about eighty feet by twenty-one ; in each of which there are forty 
or forty-five beds or cradles, admitting one patient only. The centre houfe has four- 
teen fmall rooms opening into a clofe paflTage, and very ofFenfive. 
Marine The Admiralty or Marine Hofpital has two floors. The rooms open into a gallery 
Hospital. un< 3 er arcades, and are clean and airy, having windows oppofite to one another, and 
on one fide looking towards the Neva. Four of thefe rooms were occupied, and in 
one of them there were forty beds, each admitting only one patient. 

At the back of this hofpital, in an area or garden enclofed by palifades, is a row of 
feven fummer rooms for convalefcents, each a feparate building, feventy feet by 
twenty-fix. They were clean and fweet, and ftrewed with the young fhoots of the fpruce 
fir. In the centre building there are rooms for warming water for bathing ; as there 
were alfo in the military hofpital. Bathing is the conftant practice of the Ruffians. 

This provifion of fummer rooms is a wife expedient peculiar to Rufiia, and deferves 
the highcft commendation. By the conftant fucceffion of patients, the walls of other 
hofpitals are contaminated ; but in Ruflia, by lodging patients in thefe fummer rooms, 
the hofpitals are left to be frefhened and purified. 
House On a rifing ground at a little diftance from Peterfburg, and on the fouth fide of 

Educa- £ lver Neva, there is a (lately pile of buildings, originally defigned for a convent, 

tion. but ever fince 1764 converted by the Emprefs Catherine the Second, into a public 
eftablifhment for educating the female nobility of Rufiia, and a limited number of the 
children of commoners. The fleeping rooms and dining-halls in thefe buildings are 
remarkably lofty and airy, having large galleries round them 5 and adjoining to the 
buildings there are fpacious gardens and lawns, which extend to the banks of the river. 
— The number of the children of nobility on this eftablifhment is two hundred ; and 
the number of the children of commoners, or pea/ants was, till 1770, limited to two 
hundred and forty : but fince this year it has been increafed to two hundred and eighty, 
by a fund provided by the munificence of general De Betjloi, the enlightened and 
liberal head and direftor-general of this, and all the other inftitutions of the fame kind 
eftablilhed by her imperial majejiy. 
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The principal regulations for conducting this inftitution are the folio wins:. Peters- 
The children are admitted between five and fix years of age, and continued on the house 
eftablifliment twelve years. They are divided into clafies according to their ages, four of 
of nobles with fifty in each clafs, and four of commoners with feventy in each clafs. — In 
every third year on the 21ft of April, (the birth-day of the Emprefs) fifty children 
of the nobility > and feventy of commoners are taken in, to replace the fame numbers dif- 
charged. 

Before they rife every morning, the windows of the rooms are thrown open to purify 
them with frefh air. 

The frjl clafs (drefied in brown, and confiding of children of the youngeft ages,) 
rife at feven in winter, and at fix in fummer. — After being wafhed and attending 
prayers, they are taken into the garden where they breakfaft, and play about in the 
coldeft weather till nine. During their firft year, each of them is allowed for 
breakfaft, a fmall loaf of white bread, and a glafs of milk and water; but after their 
firft year, they are allowed no other drink than water. — At nine they are called 
back to the houfe, and from this hour to eleven are employed in learning the French 
and Ruffian languages, and in knitting, fewing, &c. but care is taken to render 
all the inftru&ion they receive agreeable, nothing being taught in this eftablifliment 
by compulfion. — Twice in the week they receive leffons in dancing and this is 
a part of education common to all the clafies, and never difcontinued, becaufe 
reckoned conducive to health. — After eleven they return to their play in the garden, 
where they continue till noon, at which time they are called to dinner, which 
confifts of foup, vegetables, &c. For fome months at firft they are allowed meat ; 
but they are gradually weaned from it, till at laft, while in this and the next clafs, 
it comes to be entirely withheld from them except in foups, in order to cure them 
of fome cutaneous diftempers to which at this age they are fubje<5t, and alfo to 
prepare them for palling with lefs danger through the hooping-cough, meafies and 
fmall-pox. — After dinner they return to the garden, and at four, have a repaft 
fimilar to that in the morning, viz. a loaf of bread and a glafs of water. Here they 
continue to divert themfelves till at feven they are called to fupper, which confifts 
in winter of dried fruit, milk and grain ; and in fummer of preparations of milk, 
and fome provifions from the garden. — It may be proper to add, that they read 
and write (landing, and arc not allowed to fit down, except to needle-work. — In 
confequence of this management, and of living fo much in the air, and being ufed 
to extrcife, and cleanlinefs and a fimple diet, they are fddom known to take cold ; 
and become capable of bearing the fevcrcft weather of the climate without receiving 
any harm, their clothing being only a fliort wadded cloak, whilft others are loaded with 
furs. 

The fecond clafs (dreflfed in blue) enter it about eight years of age, and are obliged 
to apply more clofdy to writing, drawing, dancing, &c. 
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Peters. The third clafs (drcflcd in grey) enter it at deven or twelve years of age. They 
rife at five, in the fummer, and fix in winter but are called to the houfe (after break- 
falling in the garden,) an hour fooner than the children in the firft and fecond clafles; 
becaufe more time is wanted for inftru&ing and improving them. They are now 
taught (befides drawing, dancing, turning*, needle- work, &c.) vocal and inftrumental 
mufic. They are allowed a ball and concert every week ; and a tafte for books i3 
infpired, by putting them upon copying and reciting feleft pafiages from the beft 
authors. 

The fourth clafs (drefled in white) enter it at fourteen or fifteen years of age. They 
are taught tambour-work, houfe-keeping, the management of a family, &c. and initiated 
into hiftory, geography and natural philofophy. In order to acquire a juft elocution, 
and to exercife themfelves in politenefs, and vocal and inftrumental mufic, they occafioa- 
ally give balls and little operas to company from Peterfburg. 

The children of the nobility are diftinguifhed from the children of commoners, only 
by wearing a finer camlet of the colours appropriated to the different claffes ; and as 
far as diet, exercife, regimen, &c. are concerned, the method of managing them is the 
fame; but the inftruction given the latter, is confined to needle-work, reading, houfe- 
keeping and fuch other occupations and improvements as are fuitable to the humbler 
walks of life, for which they are intended. 

The children on this foundation enjoy, as might be expe&ed, an uncommon 
degree of health.— Of fifty-one children of nobility admitted in 1764, and fifty ad- 
mitted in 1767, and fifty-two in 1770, none had died in 178 r j and of fifty admit- 
ted at different times, by the particular order of the Empre/s, between 1764 and 
1780, only two had died in 178 1. — Of fixty children alfo of commoners admitted 
in 1767, and feventy in 1770, only feven had died in 178 1. But of fixty admitted in 
1764, thirteen had died; in confequence, it is fuppofed, of having been lodged in a 
part of the buildings which had been juft erected, and therefore was not fufficiently 
dry. 

This account I owe to the obliging information of Dr. Guthrie, phyfician to a mili- 
tary cadet corps of nobles, eftablifhed at Peterfburg by the Emprefs, and fuppofed the 
grandeft inftitution of the kind in the world. 

At Cronstadt ( or Crownstade) the principal ftation for fhipping, the flaves 
were lodged in feveral rooms enclofed by pajifades, and guarded by an officer with 
a hundred foldiers, who attend them while at work. In the rooms, there were only 
two, who were fick : the reft were removing the ballaft flung o.it of the (hips. They 
had healthy countenances, and were robuft and ftrong, though their diet feemed fcanty. 
—The following is their allowance from government. To each for diet, feventy- 

• I was obliged to the ladies for a very turiou, pi t(t of their wort in ivory, which was prefcnted to me on 
my vifit to this houfe. 

two 
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two pounds and a half (about 65 Englifh pounds) of rye flour*, feven pounds and a C 
half or barley or buck-wheat, and two pounds of fait, every month, — For clothing, a 
fheep-fkin pelijfc\ coarfe cloth coat, waiftcoat and breeches; woollen hat and fur cap, 
and a pair of drawers every two years; and every year, fixteen arjhins (about I2-| yards) 
of coarfe linen for fliirts and thin drawers ; three pair of {lockings, three pair of (hoes, 
two pair of fur gloves, and a pair of iheep-fkin cangecs. Fuel alfo is allowed by 
government f. 

The number of (laves, malcfadtors and debtors is in general about two hundred, but 
in November 178 1, their number was only one hundred and fifty-one, viz. (laves in- 
debted to government and malcfadtors, thirty-four ; debtors, and peafants fent by their 
lords for crimes and mifdemeanors on their eftates, one hundred and feventeen. — I will 
fay nothing of the prifon, becaufe I faw the ground marked out for a new one, which 
is to be erected under the fuperintendence of our attentive and judicious countryman 
Admiral Gr-tig. 

In the Hofpital at Cronftadt, built by Peter the Great, and intended by him for a Hos 
palace, there were many fpacious rooms, all perfectly clean, with eight or ten beds in 
every room, each bed admitting one patient only. Two hundred and feventeen of the 
patients were failors ; and on their beds were marked the names of the fhips to which 
they belonged. Books were hung up at the doors of the rooms, containing an account 
of the numbers of the beds, the prefcriptions, diet, &c. 

At a little diftance from this building, there are feven rooms for convalefcents and 
fcorburic patients, feven ty-two feet in length and twenty-three in breadth. Four of 
them were occupied, one of which had in it fifty-five beds, and the reft almoft as many. 
The kitchen and bake-houfe were feparate buildings ; and the bread appeared to be 
wholefome and good. There was here alfo a room for the hot, or vapour baths, which 
are common in Rufiia, and which undoubtedly conduce greatly to the health, as well 
as the cleanlinefs of the inhabitants J. 

Auguft 22, 1781, the number of patients in this hofpital was five hundred and fifteen. 
Thoie attended by furgeons were feparated from the reft, and the appearance of all of 
them ihewed plain proofs of the care and attention paid them. An officer vifits the 
hofpital every day, and makes a report to the admiraL 

• The French prisoners in England have been defirous of having their allowance in flour, that they might 
make their own bread, as the Ruffian (laves do, who alfo, both here and at the fortrefs, make for themfelves 
a fermented liquor called quas, two barrels of which I faw in the rooms. 

t The ex-pence for every flave i* twelve roubles a year ; namely, for diet, eight roubles and fifty-two 
ropecks i for clothes, three roubles and forty-eight copetks. I owe this account to the kindnefs of Admiral 

I See Plilo/opbical Tranfafitons, Vol LXV1II. 1778. 

N 2 At 



<j2 



FOREIGN PRISONS. 



Wyschmh At Wvschnei Woiotschok the prifon is in the fuburbs, conftru&ed of wood, and 
^choT" enclofed with palifades of thick planks. Here were fixteen prifoners employed on the 
public works, all but one, in irons ; two were loaded with irons on their legs, and 
chained together by the neck. 
Tver. In the prifon at Tver there were twenty-fix prifoners. The rooms were fo offenfive, 

that a .medical gentleman did not choofe to look into more than one of them. It 
is a new prifon, but I hope not a model for others, as has been reported. The 
prifoners in it, and likewifc in the prifon laft mentioned, fubfift on charitable contri- 
butions. , 
Moscow The great Prifon at Moscow, Kalufka Oflrog is in the fuburbs % In the firft room 
Prison. Q f a j^^. building there are four wooden cages, in which were two men chained by 
the neck to the wall, with irons on their legs. Near this room there were fever al room* 
for the examination and punifhment of criminals. 

At the back of this building is a court fixty feet wide, with a guard-houfe in it and 
fix rooms for confinement. 

The main prifon, on the butfide is two hundred and eighty feet by two hundred and 
, forty-four. It is enclofed with ftrong pieces of timber fixteen or eighteen feet high. 
The entrance from the court juft mentioned leads into a walk (twentyrfour feet wide), 
on one fide of which there are three other courts, and four on the oppofite fide of 
different dimenfions. In thefe courts there are a number of wooden houfes confiding 
of one, two or three rooms ; every room having barrack-bedfteads or fhelves in it, and 
an iron-lattice door, with another of wood. In two of the courts there are fmall rooms 
or chapels, where divine fervice is read. The whole number of prifoners in September 
178 1 was feventy-four. There is a diftind court and two rooms appropriated to 
women, in which were ten* but none in irons. The doors of the houfes were open 
to allow the prifoners to walk in the courts ; except the houfes in the two upper courts, 
where, in a building occupied only by himfelf, I faw a Ruffian gentleman who was 
always locked up ; and whofe crime, I was informed, had been cruelly whipping his 
flaves. 

One centinel flood at each corner of this prifon, one at the centre of the front, three 
in the middle walk, and two at the entrance. In the walk there is the well, and a flied 
or hut for the fale of quas f, apples and bread ; and on the outfide of the door many 
boxes to receive the alms of palTengers the prifoners fubfifting chiefly by charitable 
contributions J. 

• I am obliged to Mr. Dickinfon for a drawing of this prifon, and of the botanic magazine. 

t Quas; this favourite liquor of the Ruffians, is a fort of four fmall beer, in making which wild mint is 
ufed inftead of hops. See Philofiphical Tranjaawns, Vol. LXVI1I. 1 7 7 8. 

• % The prifoners here, who are condemned to the mines in Siberia, three days before their departure go 
chained through the ftreets, crying for charity, to fupport them on their long journey, their allowance being 

fmall, 
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At the New government in a large room on the ground-floor, there were Gxty-nine Moscow, 
prifoners, of whom fourteen were women. They were petty offenders, fubfifted on 
charitable donations, and looked dirty and fickly. In a room up ftairs I faw eight 
criminals with irons round their necks, chained with a heavy chain to a log. In each 
of the rooms a foldier flood with a drawn fword in his hand. 

The Prifon for debtors in this city was very dirty. In five rooms I faw above a Debtors 
hundred miferable wretches lying on the floors, mod of them half naked. — At a little PRIS(m * 
diftance from thefe rooms there were fix criminals in one of the moft offenfive rooms I 
ever entered. 

The Military prifon is fituated in the middle of a plain at Butirki, about a mile Military 
from this city. It is a fingle room, into which were crowded one hundred and thirty 
prifoners, though only twenty-nine feet by twenty-fix, and not nine feet high. Ic 
is conftrudted of wood, furrounded with wooden palifades, and furnifhed with two 
tier of barrack-bedfteads without beds. The pale fickly countenances of the pri- 
foners befpoke oppreflion and mifery, and prevented the wonder I fhould have other- 
wife felt at finding fo large a number as fifty- five in the ward appropriated to 
the fick, in the military hofpital. A centinel was planted at each corner, and two 
at the door. On the outfide of the palifades there was a well, and two or three 
buildings or barracks, in one of which were confined nine officers, but they had 
beds. 

At the back of Catherine hojpital in the invalids court, in a prifon confifting only of Prisons. 
one room, there were fifty-two men and feventeen women. The women were employed 
in weeding in the garden, and the men in emptying a moat at a palace about half a 
mile from the prifon. They had no irons, but were diftinguilhed by a black crofs on 
the back of their clothes. They work from morning till night, except for two hours 
about noon, and are allowed three copecks worth of bread in a day ; but Jalt is with- 
held from them by way of punifhment. 

One of my vifits happening to be on a Sunday, I was furprifed to find the prifoners 
all at work ; fome piling and planking the canal, others cutting the barberry hedges in 
the palace garden, and the women weeding. 

At a Convent about a mile out of the city, there is a room which is ufed as a prifon 
for petty offenders, in which there were two men and five women. The former 
were employed in fawing wood, and the latter were at work in the palace garden. 
Their drink was water, and their allowance of bread four Ruflian pounds each every 
day. 

Here is a palace unoccupied, which was ufed as a Lazaretto> in the time of the plague Laza- 
in 1772, confifting of near a hundred rooms round a court j the corridors or paflages 
are about nine feet wide. On going over it, I could not but think it was well adapted 
for a healthy prifon, the court being fpacious, the fituation near the river, and the 
rooms, of a proper fize. 

The 
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Military The Military hofpital, founded by Peter the Great, is finely fituated on a rifing 
Hospital. g r0UIK j near a river. On the ground- floor there are four lofty and fpacious rooms ; 

in two of which there were eighty-eight patients, the other two were repairing. Over 
thde rooms there are two anatomical rooms, and a third room in which ledures are 
read four times in a week. — Adjoining is a wooden building for lunatics, confifting 
of twelve rooms (fifteen feet by twelve and a half) and a back room to each for 
a keeper. There are alfo feveral houfes for the dire£lor, phyfician, furgeons, apo- 
thecary, &c. At a little greater diftance, but on a more elevated fpot, there is a 
large quadrangular building, in which were upwards of four hundred patients, each 
room containing about thirty beds. In one part of this building there were fifty-five 
patients from the military prijon. — At my firft vifit the wards were dirty and offenfive ; 
but at a fubfequent vifit the phyfician favoured me with his company, and I found 
them much cleaner. I flung open fome of the windows in one large ward, and this 
purified it more than all the fhoots of the fpruce fir with which the rooms were 
ltrewed *. 

Botanic In the garden is a building conftru<5ted of wood, for drying herbs, plants, &c. 
Magazine. man y 0 f w j 1 i c | 1 g r0 w there. It is the completeft houfe for the purpofe I ever faw 
(eightyvone feet by twenty-eight). A variety of plants were drying on the ground- 
floor, and fix or feven men were employed in cleaning them, and in cutting roots. The 
firft floor was divided into two rooms, in which were many double cafes, or drawers, 
(the upper, half as large as the under ones) painted green, with the names of the 
roots and herbs they contained. The room over thefe, was full of herbs drying on 
poles; and in a balcony over the portico (fix feet and a half wide) herbs, roots, 
and feeds are dried. All the windows or (butters in the houfe, and the lick of the 
cafes, were open. Thofe herbs which were dry, were as green as when they were firft 
gathered. 



* On converging with the phyfician, concerning the treatment of the fick when the plague was at Mofcow 
in 1772, he faid, " it was nearly the fame with ours in the gaol-fever, bank and good broths, with a« 
much air as poflible." The late Sir John Pr ingle % Prefident of the Royal Society, in his dijeourfe at the Anni- 
verfary meeting, 30th November 1776, informs us at page 16, that " the late Dr. Mounfey, F.R. S. who had 
" lived long in Ruffia, and had been Archiater under two fuccefllve fovereigns — happening to be at Mofcow 
u when he perufed.the QbfervaUons on the Jail-fever— was induced to compare what he read in that treatife 

with what he (hould fee in the feveral prifons of that large city : but to his furprize, after vifiting them 
M all, and finding them full of malefactors (for the late emprefs then fuffered none— to be put to death). 

he could difcovcr no fever among them, nor learn that any acute diftemper peculiar to jails had ever been 
" known there.— Upon his return to St. Peterfburg, he made the fame inquiry there, and with the fame 
Bi refult." 

In this ancient capital of Ruffia, I found no traces of any fuch prifons ct dungeons as were common 
formerly in the caftles of England, and in feveral foreign countries (fee Burn's Jujiice, under gaol and gaoler, 
Zvo. edit. 1780, woL II. p. 345.) That cruel mode of confinement in many of our prifons, has been, and 
Hill is a principal cade of the gaol-fever : no fymptoms of which fever did I fee in Mofcow, or in any part 
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Paulowjki hofpital is fituated on an airy fpot about a mile from the city. The en- Paulowski 
trance is by a flight of feven fteps. It is built of wood, and only one ftory high, con- Hospital. 
fifting of feven rooms : the beds were linen, and not crowded, and all clean and neat. — 
Here is a chapel ; and very near, ftood a building for venereal patients ; but a more 
convenient building for fuch patients is juft finifhed, containing fix airy and fpacious 
rooms hung with white painted linen* The apothecary lives in this hofpital j and the 
director and two furgeons in neat houfes.in the fpacfous court belonging to it, adjoining 
ta which there is a large garden. 

Catherine hofpital confifts of feveral houfes of one ftory ; which being built round an Cathe* 
elegant court, and painted white, have a pleafing effedt. The afcent is three feet and HospTtal 
a half*. There are in thefe buildings twelve rooms, hung with paper and clean, 
with a number of beds not exceeding feven or eight in each room. A feparate bed 
is alotted to every patient.— Thermometers are kept in the rooms of this and other 
hofpitals, but the heat of the air was many degrees above that which the furgeon faid 
was the proper temperature (10 degrees of Reaumur s fcale), all the windows being 
fhut. There are fmall ventilators in the windows ; but they can be of little ufe unlcfs 
the windows are daily opened. — I was pleafed to fee ia every room of thefe hofpitals 
a tin or pewter cijlern, over a copper bqfpn, with towels. ; and wilhed there were the 
fame attention to cleanlinefs in all our hofpitals. — At the front of this hofpital are 
two pumps, by which, in cafe of fire, water may be eafily raifed to the top of the 
buildings. 

Here were feveral roDms with beds for inoculated patients; but none of them had 
been occupied for fome time. Here were alfo feparate buildings for venereal patients. 
Adjoining, is another court in which there are feveral rooms, tolerably clean, for old 
military invalids. Their number was about eighty, and fome of them had ferved as 
foldiers under Peter the Great. 

I repeatedly vifited the great Foundling hofpital in this city at the particular defire of 
the good general De Betjkoi ; but having given a defcription of the convent at St. 
Peterfburg, which may be thought fomewhat of a digreflion from my fubjeft, I refer 
my readers to Mr. Coxe's pamphlet for an account of this hofpital f. 



* The foundation of this and Pauh-wfki hofpital being ftone, and elevated confiderably above the level of 
the ground, } obferved feveral apertures (twelve inches by feven) in the ftone work, for caufing a circulation 
of air under the floors. If apertures were alfo made in the floors> they would be conducive to the health of 
the patients by frefhening and airing the rooms, 

f The public is much obliged to Mr. Coxe, for the account he has given of his examination of the prifons 
and hofpitals in his tour through the northern parts of Europe, and for the many valuable remarks which he 
has made, in a pamphlet entitled, Account of the Prifons and Hofpitals in Ruffia, Sweden, and Denmark* Printed 
for T. CadelL 178 1. 

The bread at Peterfburg and Mofcow was good. In Auguft 1781 at Peterfburg, fine white bread., ilb. 
10 oz. coit eight copecks ; fecond fort, 1 lb. 14 oz. five copecks ; third fort, 1 lb. 8 02. two copecks.— In Sep- 
tember 1781 at Mofcow, the fine white, 12 oz. cod three copecks ; fecond fort, 1 lb. 5 oz. three copecks j a 
coarfe fort, 3 lb. 10 oz. two copecks, or one penny Engltfh. 
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Warsaw Iw Warsaw, at the Town-boufe, in September 1781, there were twenty-fix men and 
Prisons, eight women, crowded into three rooms on the ground-floor for confining debtors; the 
reafon of which was, that the prifon was repairing. Down feveral fteps were eight new 
dungeons for criminals, four on each fide a paflage only fix feet wide. There was no 
gaoler, the prifon being guarded by foldiers. 

At the prifon near the palace, in two rooms there were feven prifoners, five of 
them in irons. Allowance a good grofche a day, which is a little more than three half- 
pence. 

The entrance to another prifon was through a guard-room full of foldiers. In one 
room (twenty feet by ten) were twenty-fix miferable objects, fome fick on the dirt floor. 
In another room, not fo bad, there were four. 

In the prifon in the new city there were a few women confined for debt, and a man 
and woman for theft : their allowance one good grofche a day. 

A date on the front of a prifon near the Viftula informed me it was rebuilt in 1769. 
There were eighty-one prifoners in it, whofe beds were mattrefles fluffed with ftraw. 
Moft of them were employed in fawing wood and other occupations in the ftreets of the 
city for the inhabitants, who get their labour at one third lefs than the expence of other 
labourers ; the public being at the fame time eafed of part of the expence of fupporting 
them. 

Zucth- Ifl the fuburbs is the Zugtb-hus, or fpin-houfe, improperly fo called, many of the 
miferable wretches feeming to have nothing to do. Some, however, were employed; 
and their allowance for working from fix in the morning to feven at night, with two 
hours reft at noon, was two grofche (3£d.) each per day, which went to the keeper for 
feeding, or rather (as appeared by their looks) for Jlarving them. The fick were lying 
on floors of dirt, without medical or any other affiftance. This gave me fo unfavour- 
able an opinion of the police of this country, that I could feel no inclination to vifit 
the prifons in the provinces, or, (according to my confiant practice in other places) to 
revifit thofe in the capital. 
Hospital. The Great Hojpital (or Enfant JeJ us) has this infcription over the gate, Regi f*tur 
lorum immortali et invifibili foli Deo, Honor et Gloria. There were in this hofpital near 
eight hundred grown perfons and children of different ages. The rooms were all 
clean, and great attention feemed to be paid to the fick by the good fijlers, according 
to their ufual praftice. Moft of the children were foundlings. Thofe who bring them 
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put them into a cradle hung at the outfide of one of the rooms, ringing at the Warsaw 
fame time a bell, in confequence of which notice, perfons attending within, turn HofiI>lTAI 
the cradle on an axis into the houfe, where the children are immediately taken care 
of. As they grow up they are made to work in different ways fuitable to their ages 
and fexes. I faw a hundred and thirty girls, all neat, working at their needles, 
and finging at the fame time a hymn. At both my viftts I found an attentive and 
affectionate fuperior in the wards: the countenances of the numerous inhabitants 
fliewed their love and refpeft to him. 

The convent in this city belonging to the Fratm mifericordia I found uncleanly; 
and it is the only inftance of the kind to which I have been witnefs in this fraternity. 
In the fecond vifit, the wards were fumigated with juniper berries on burning coals. 

The Convent of St. Roque alio I found clofe, crowded and offenfive, the windows 
being kept lhut. 

In the Hofpital of Sl Martin there were many fick, of both fexes. 

In the Hofpital of St. Lazarus appropriated to venereal patients, there were fixty-one 
miferable obje&s, in clofe offenfive rooms. It is badly fituated, and in all refpefts 
one of the word hofpitals I ever faw f« 



SILESIA* 



In O^ober 1781 I vifited the Gty-prifon at Brejlau, built, as the date on the front Brislao 
informed me, in 1689. It confifts of twenty-three arched rooms on different ftories; Prison!* 
in moft of which there is a piece of timber on the 'floor with a ftaple in it, to which 
criminals may be chained. I found a prifoner or two in fome of the rooms, but 
none in irons. — Their allowance is two pounds of bread each, a day : (one hundred 
and twelve of their pounds are equal to one hundred Englifh). To moft of the 
rooms there are double doors, one iron-latticed within another of wood ; this is 
a very proper contrivance where prifoners are always confined. — At the top of the 
ftaircafes trap doors are placed for preventing efcapes in the night. This prifon has 
alfo two dungeons down ten fteps. 

Near one of the city gates and oppofite to the guard-room, there is a Prifon which 
confifts of two circular rooms, each of them nineteen feet and a half in diameter. 



• At Warfaw there was no regular qfliKt of bread \ yet on weighing the various forts which I 

purchafed of feveral bakers, I found bread cheaper here than in any other part of Europe which I had 
then vifited. 

O One 
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Bkkkfv One is appropriated to men and the other to women ; in each there were eleven pri- 
City foners, who, by the Governor's order, are employed out of doors for feven or eight hours 

every day. Their allowance is, two pounds of bread a day, betides fire and candle. 
Spin. In the Spin-houfe, fituated near the river which runs through the town, there were 
mouse; thirty-fix poor people, befides eighteen prifoners committed for offences. The former 
are allowed meat three days in the week; and their rooms and beds appeared clean — 
the latter are allowed meat only on the great holy-days - y that is, four times in the 
year. During the reft of the year they fubfift on foup, and an allowance of two 
pounds per day of tolerably good bread. They are employed in fpinning from fix to 
eleven every morning, and from twelve to fix in the afternoon. — In the chapel be- 
longing to this work-houfe, divine fervice is performed every Sunday andThurfday, 
the poor fitting on benches in the lower part of the chapel, and the prifoners in the 
galleries. 

Convent* In the Convent of the Fratres mifericordix, there is a ward with forty-three beds for 
the fick; it is twenty-five feet and a half wide, and the beds about three feet afunder. 
I faw eight or ten friars ferving the fick with their dinners between ten and eleven. 
The friars themfelves dine at eleven. I went again at four, and they were going 
to fupper. All was clean and neat. 

Patients from any country are admitted into this convent; and the friars publifh 
every year a lift of the admiffions and deaths. In 1776, the number admitted was 
feven hundred and forty-eight, and the number that died was fixty four. In 1780, 
thefe numbers were fix hundred and fifty-nine, and fixty-one. 

I vifited two or three other hofpitals in this city, but faw nothing remarkable. 



GERMANY. 

B <!CtIt N AT Bl ^ RLIN > in the Clt y Pri f on calIed CaJands Hoff, there are eight rooms on the 
Prison. ground-floor, and down ten fteps eight dungeons: thefe rooms (thirteen feet by 
nine feet four inches) were numbered, and had barracks and ftoves, one ftove for 
two rooms. The dungeons are for the more atrocious criminals, of whom I faw 
feveral in irons, who were chained to ftaples in the wall. In 1778 the number of 
pnloneis was eighteen men and thirteen women; and in 1781 it was fifty-eight of 
both fexes. Two of thefe were debtors; whofe allowance is two grofibe (j-id.) 
a day each. This allowance is paid by the creditors, and if omitted one week, the 
debtor is fet at liberty,— The allowance to criminals is one grofche and a half. The 
prifoners, when their procefs is fini(hed, are permitted to go into the court the 
men for an hour each time, at eight, one, and four in fummer, and three in winter; 
the women for one hour only in the day, from two to three. — The prifoner, at 
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his difcharge, pays the gaoler a grofche a day, for the time he was confined before Berlin 

his procefs was finifhed, imlefs the judge orders otherwifc— The procefs ought to 

be finifhed in three months; and if it is nor, the fecretary is required to give account 

of the caufe of the delay. After three months imprifonment, the fee to the gaoler is 

only half a grofche a day.— Here is a head-keeper, who has apartments in the prifon ; 

an under-gaoler whofe rooms look towards the prifon windows; a furgeon whofe 

falary is fifty crowns (ecus) a year, befides the pay for his medicines-, a chaplain; 

and a fecretary (greffier) who keeps the books, papers, Sec. — The head keeper's 

falary is fifteen crowns and twelve grofche a quarter. In a book which he keeps 

the following particulars are entered in ten columns. — The time when the prifoner 

was committed— the magistrate by whom he was committed — his name age 

religion — place of nativity — condition— caufe of confinement— time of difcharge 

and the number of prifoners. One of the judges is obliged to vifit the prifon 
once a week. 

There were only three or four prifoners in a room, none of whom are permitted 
to go into the court till their procefs is finifhed (as my conductor informed me), 
that confederates may not be together. — One foldier at the gate, guards the prifon 
in the day-time; but at night it is guarded by one within, and another at the back 
of the prifon. Thefe foldiers are relieved every two hours. 

There is no torture-room in any of the prifons in the Pruffian dominions, for the 
prefent king has let the example in Germany of abolilhing the cruel practice. — In 
one of the rooms of this prifon are alphabetically digefied, the names and defcrip- 
tions, with the fentences, of all who have been confined in this prifon, in order that 
Ihould they be found here a Jecond tirne> they may fuffer a much feverer punifhment. 

In the Court-prifon ( Haus-Foightey), there are feven cells for criminals, and over Court 
them eight rooms for debtors and fmugglers. Thefe rooms look into a court, to Prison. 
which prifoners have accefs two hours in a day. All the rooms have barracks and 
floves as in the other prifon *. Here are two or three good rooms for debtors 
adjoining to the keeper's apartments, and feveral rooms in a back court. Creditors 
allow each debtor two grofche a day, and one for firing, befides paying one to the 
gaoler. Here were thirty-fix prifoners in 1781 ; nine of them criminals in the cells. — 
Allowance to criminals is one grofche a day. — I here faw two of that fort of vefts foi 
puniftiment, called Spanijh mantles (fimilar to thofe mentioned at Copenhagen p. 76.). 
one weighed fifty, the other feventy-five pounds : they are fometimes worn at the 
gate of this prifon, and by fmugglers at the cujlom-houfe> one, two, or three hours. 



* Here the criminals had fire in all the (loves, though early in Ottober. On my obferving the 
propriety of this, the gaoler afked me, whether criminals had not fire allowed them in my country ? 
On my faying that in fome prifons they had not; he replied, " How then do they exifi in winter i" 
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Berlin The Mffifm de Travail, is a fpacious building in the fuburbs : it was ere&cd in 
MA de° N j 75 8: r ' ie ^ ront * s two hundred and twenty feet, the fides a hundred and fixty. It 
Travail, has a court in the centre. The number of inhabitants in 1778, were about four 
hundred and fifty, including fourteen children, and in 1 781 five hundred and forty-fix. 
Beggars, idle perfons, and petty offenders of both fexes are fent to this houfe. Thofe 
who can work are employed, fed, and clothed ; and proper care and attention paid 
to the aged and infirm* Every time I was there, I was pleafingly ftruck with the 
cleanly appearance of all the inhabitants. Old and j'oung, men and women, were 
fpinning and carding wool, in rooms about feventy-five feet by twenty-four. All 
have clean linen once a week ; and I obferved a towel hanging up in each room. 
The apartments are white-walhed once a year: this gives frefhnefs and neatnefs, 
and alfo light to the work-rooms. Here is a chapel with two galleries, one for each 
fex and an apartment for the chaplain. The hall for meals is fpacious: the hours, 
feven, twelve, and feven. I was prefent at dinner-time; after ringing a bell, in ten 
minutes all were feated at about twenty tables, eighteen to each table. Four 
feparate tables were at a little diftance for criminals. A fervant having called out, 
ftlence, the fchool-mafter prayed at the defk in the middle of the room. And after all 
had helped themfelves with barley-foup while they were eating, he read part of 
a chapter in the Bible; then fung an hymn, in which the children, who were all at 
one table, joined ; after which, all went out and fetched their cans, each containing 
about a quart, and they were filled with fmall beer. After fpending about half an 
hour at dinner, they had half an hour for recreation. The whole was condudted 
with the greateft regularity. 

In the hall are morning prayers, at which all mud attend clean, and then they 
take their bread for breakfaft. — The inhabitants are divided into two clafles, the 
poor and criminals. In 1781 there were eighty-fix of the latter clafs, who are 
more confined than the poor. Both clafles have the fame nourifhment, except that 
the Jirjt have meat twice a week, and the fecond only on Sunday. Their weekly 
taik is twalve pieces (or knots), each weighing five ounces : if they do more, they 
are paid for it. When they are fick, they are fent to the great ho/pit al; where the 
room allotted to them, and all the other rooms, are two much crowded. — Dinner for 
the fecond clafs is, Sunday, peafe and half a pound of meat ; Monday and Friday, beans 
or lentils; fuefday and Saturday, flour; Wednefday, barley; Thnrfday, peafe.' 

This houfe refembles the old rafp or work-houfe at Amfterdam. It is exceedingly 
jieat, and fucli great attention is paid to all confined in it, as prevents every ground 

* I tatted the barley, foup, the bread and trie beer, which were wholefome and good, and they had 
enough.—Thcy have butter or cbeefe, with their bread for fupger. 

Of 
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of complaint. The ftrid and good police preferves the city of Berlin entirely free Berlin 
from beggars *. 

In the Orphan-houfe there were forty-fix boys and forty-one girls, all healthy Orphan 
and cheerful, employed in fpinning wool in two fpacious rooms. I looked into H0U5E - 
their bed-rooms and obferved them to be clean and airy, having oppofice windows 
which were thrown open. — From feven to nine o'clock, and from one to three, they 
are at fchool ; and from nine to eleven, and three to fix, they work. 

There are two infirmaries in which there was only one ftck child. This houfe 

exhibits a contraft to that at Copenhagen though the employments of the children, 
which my conductor there pretended to be the caufe of their cutaneous diforders, 
are the fame. 

At Spandau, about ten miles from Berlin, are two prifons. The Fortrefs or caftle, Spandau 
is furrounded with water. Thirty-fix ftate prifoners were confined in it in 1778, 
and a hundred and five criminals. Some few of the latter were rafping logwood 
the tafk for each, thirty-fix pounds a day : but mod of them were fpinning. The 
criminals were badly lodged, and there feems to be little attention paid to them. 
They had a light chain to each foot, and fuch as were taken after an efcape had 
a collar of iron. In 1781 there were a hundred and fourteen prifoners. Here are 
none but men, for no women are ever permitted to continue a night in the caftle. 

In the Houfe of correction, in 1778, there were about a hundred and fifty perfons, House 
fpinning, knitting, and carding wool for a manufactory in Berlin. Forty-feven of Co 
thefe were men, committed for fmall offences. They have meat (4 lb.) only on tion7 
Sundays, in this and fome other houfes of correction. Here were fome rooms with 
filk-worms, on which the female prifoners attended. Neither this, nor any foreign 
houfes of correction which I have feen, are without a chapel 

In 178 1, there were feven ty men and one hundred and ten women. The apart- 
ments of the latter were neat and clean. Their dinner was good foup made of 
barley : but the bread was not fo good as at the work-houfe at Berlin ; the daily 
allowance was twenty-two ounces, together with two quarts of beer. — A few fome- 
times work more than their talk, and are paid for it. A diitin&ion is made between 
the prifoners-, and fuch as are reckoned infamous, are confined in a room by them- 
felves. — I made the fame inquiry of the keeper here that I had made in fimilar 
houfes, whether the work of the prifoners maintained them? The fame general 
anfwer was given, no, no. 

• That the police is indeed drift and extenfive I had fome evidence by weighing the treaJ from 
various parts of the city; all which exactly agreed with the affile or ftandard. In June 1778, the 
fine white bread was fomething above three halfpence a pound; and there was juft double the weight 
of rye bread for the fame money. In October 1 781 , three pennyworth of the fineft was 1 lb. 140Z; 
of the fecond fort, 3IL 70Z; and of the third, 51b. 40Z. The bakers here and in Silefia, gain more 
by the fine bread, than by the coarfe, which laft fort, however, they are obliged to make; this is 
defigned for the advantage of the poor. — Here alfo the price of the feveral forts of butchers meat is 
feed and publifbecU. 

At 
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Magde- At Magdeburg the Pruflian flaves were at work on the fortifications., ferving the 
BURG * mafons, digging land, &c. Their daily allowance is two pounds of bread, and on 
the days they work, they have alio in money, half a grofche, about three farthings* 
The number was only fifty-one, for many had been taken to recruit the army. 

In the other prifons, nothing feemed worthy of obfervation : but in the houfe of 
correction (which was formerly -a convent) was a mill to grind or beat the logwood 
that the men rafped ; and two or three large chambers of frik-ivorms, on which the 
women attended. 

If I may judge, by what I faw of tht flate prifons here, and at Spandau, and by the 
few prifoners in the fpacious areas, all their apartments are not fo dreadful as fome 
imagine ; nor are all the perfons confined in them unhealthy and niiferable objefts*. 
Lvkaiu The houfe of correction for Luiatia, at Lukau, is a fpacious prifon. The men 
were treading in a large wheel to grind corn, five and five by turns. Some of them 
had iron collars, as at Bern, but no irons on their feet. The prifon for the women 
was a diftinift building ; their employment wjs fpinning. 
Dresden, At Dresden, the apartments of the flaves being under the fortifications, muft be 
unhealthy. I faw four fick, and yet they had their irons on. Among thofe that 
were at work, one had an iron collar, by way of punifhment for making an efcape, 
befides the broad iron about his leg. Another was fitting, and endeavouring fome- 
what to alter the place of his iron. He told me that the weight was marked on it 
twenty-one pounds, and that he could not have it changed to the other leg without 
paying a fmtth. 

Here are two other prifons. The houfe of correttim has ten or twelve rooms, each 
about ten feet fquare, with one window, and an aperture over the door, and barrack- 
bedfteads. There were ten prifoners, five of each fex. Three of the men were rafp- 
ing logwood in a room down twenty fteps; and the other two were employed as 
labourers in building a chapel. This prifon and the orphan-houfe, is, very im- 
properly, one building. 

The .other prifon for the bailliage, contains nineteen chambers, in which were 
twenty-fix prifoners ; mod of whom had a chain (fome on one foot, fome on both) 
fattened to a ftaple in the wall. The prifon was dirty ; and the gaoler's pan of char- 
coal and frankincenfe (which his negligence rendered neceflaiy) could not prevent its 
being very offenfive. Here was one debtor, who had from his creditor fix grofche 
(ten pence halfpenny) a day. The criminals allowance is one grofche (about feven 
farthings) each -f. 

There 

• They are not all confined to a fmall quantity of bread and water, in cells of four feet fquare and 
fix feet high, and loaded with feventy-eight pounds of iron, as the ingenious and intrepid 

who was fix years in this fortrefs. 

+ On paying my acknowledgments to the grand bailiff for permitting me to fee the gaol, I took 
the liberty to obferve, that I had feen prifons cleaner. I mentioned alfo the feverity of chaining 
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There was nothing very remarkable in the two prifons at Prague. The men at the p R acui. 
Maifon de Force, work out, with a guard, fawing wood, &c. for twelve creutzers a day *, 
which is lefs than the common wages of labourers. The prifoners themfelves receive 
only four for a day's work, the reft is paid to the houfe. Many were thus employed, 
with chains to one or both legs, according to the different terms of their confinement. 

At Vienna, in 1778,1 vifited all the prifons, and mod of the hofpitals. The Vjenna. 
prifons are old buildings, and afford no inftrudtion. 

The front of the great prifon, Ld Maifon de Bourreatt, is remarkable for a very 
ftriktng reprefentation of the crucifixion of our Saviour, and the two thieves on mount 
Calvary. In this prifon are many horrid dungeons. 

Here, as ufual, I inquired whether they had any putrid fever, and was anfvvered in 
the negative. But in one of the dark dungeons down twenty-four fteps, I thought 
I had found a perfon with the gaol-fever. He was loaded with heavy irons, and chained 
to the wall : anguifh and mifery appeared with clotted tears on his face. He was 
not capable of fpeaking to me; but on examining his bread and feet for petechia or 
fpots, and finding he had a ftrong intermitting pulfe, I was convinced that he was 
not ill of that diforder. A prifoner in an oppofite cell told me, that the poor crea- 
ture had defired him to call out for affiftance, and he had done it, but was not heard. 
This is one of the bad effects of dungeons. 

In the Houfe of correction, were a hundred and fixty-nine men, and a hundred and House 
forty women. The women were employed in carding, fpinning, and knitting. I Cor°ric«. 
was prefent on a Monday morning, when they brought their week's work, for which, tion. 
after it had been weighed, they received their pay. They have all that they earn for 
themfelves. A few received twenty-fix creutzers each, others lefs. The keeper was 
employed in putting the name on the work of each prifoner, and fetting down the 
money that was paid, and the cotton delivered. The prifoners fazv the cotton iveighed, 
and took as much as they could fpin in that weekf. At dinnertime, feveral 
large pans of fonp and beer were brought in, and the prifoners bought what they 
thought proper. 

The prifon was too much crowded, the houfe not being built for the purpofe to 
which it is applied \\ In feveral rooms the men were carding and fpinning. In one 

women, which is very uncommon in other countries. To this he anfvvered, that " the gaoler chained 
them for fecurity, being often obliged to be abfent in fetching prifoners from the country." In 
return, I gave my opinion that the attention to a prifon ought to be the ivbofe employment of a gaoler, 
without which, little regard will be paid to cleanlinefs or humanity. 

* A crcutzer is near a halfpenny, 
f In the holydays, when the prifoners are not permitted to work, each has an allowance of four or 
five creutzers. 

X One or two of the women were crying, and charging others with riling in the night and Healing 
fome of their cotton. The mijlrefs believed the complaint, but faid Ihe was not able to prevent fuch 
frauds, becaufe there was not the convenience of feparate apartment. 
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room, fame of them, who were tailors, were making clothes for the foldiers : in 
another, fome were weaving coarfe linen at eight looms : and in another room, they 
were making thick blankets for the convents. Two more rooms were warehoufes for 
cloth, ftockings, coverlets, &c. manufa&ured in the houfe for fale. They were then 
whice-wafhing the houfe K In the chapel is a proper feparation of men and women. 
Here, and at Prague, and in fome other parts of Germany, they have iron-grate 
doors, which do not prevent the circulation of air, fo falutary and neceflary in houfes 
of confinement. Too little attention was paid to the lodgings of the prilbners, for 
they had no coverlets. 

Though I could not mention with commendation the prifons of this city, yet 
I muft acknowledge, I was greatly pleafed with the public buildings for the indigent, 
the aged, and infirm ; which do honour to the citizens in general, and efpecially to 
the late Emprefs Queen. 

The great Alms-houfe in the luburbs confifts of three courts. The front of this 
fpacious building is fix hundred and thirty-feven feet ; the fides eleven hundred 
and fifty-three. The inhabitants are near three thoufand, including the military 
invalids. It was agreeable to obferve their order, neatnefs, and cieanlinefs. Here 
poverty and old age appeared with a fmiling afpedt. Many of them were feventy 
or eighty years of age. They were cheerfully fpinning, becaufe whatever they 
could gain was to be their own. 

Les Freres de Cbarite have not only wards for the fick in their convent, but thefe 
friars have alfo another airy and commodious houfe with gardens, to which they 
remove their patients when they begin to recover. In this houfe were two wards 
up flairs, and each ward had fourteen beds. 

The noble Hofpital for bringing up children, was the plan of one perfon, whom 
I left engaged in the improvement of his liberal defign. In fixteen rooms for boys, 
were five hundred and thirty-nine beds, and two hundred and forty-one in eight 
rooms for girls. The extent of the front is fix hundred and fixty-two feet. 

In the great alms-houfe, and in feveral prifons and other public buildings, the 
rooms aft all arched with (tone or brick, to prevent danger and confufion in cafe 
of fire. — In feveral prifons and hofpitals, where I have found the ftaircafes and floors 
wood, my mind has reverted to the wife precautions ufed in this city. 

Before I leave this city, I would juft mention, that every month, an account 
of the price, weight and meafure of bread and four, is put up on the gates f. 

At 



* It is the general rule in Dutch and German houfes of corre&ion, to white -vcajb them once or twice 
a year. I leldom neglected to inquire about this practice, as we have a claufe relative to this beneficial 
mode, in a late aft/or prtferving the health of }r if oners in ga$L 

t The bills I obfervcd were dated July I, 1778. Seven forts of bread were mentioned in them. 
The JSite/? was (by my weights) exaftly one pound for three halfpence of our money. The fecond fort 
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At Gratz (the capital of Stiria) I obfervcd in the houfe of correction, that the Gratz. 
prifoners had an appearance far more healthy than thofe 1 had feen in a fimilar houfe 
at Vienna. They have beds and coverlets, and the guards fee that the men take off 
their clothes at night. 

I omit particulars concerning the prifon at Laubach in Carnfc>la, as I cannot fay a Laudach. 
word in favour of it. 

At Trieste, the prifon confifts of eight or ten very clofe offenfive rooms, each Trieste. 
having only one fmall window. The pale countenances of the (nineteen) prifoners 
befpoke their own mifery, and the negligence of the magift rates and keepers. 

But in the Cqftle were eighty-five Haves (condannati) who feemed healthy and well. Castle. 
They were confined for three, five, feven, or fourteen years and upwards; and were 
employed on the roads, in the harbour, &:c. Some of them were at work in a large 
lighter, clearing the harbour, juft under my chamber window *. They were guarded 
by fix foldiers. They did not work harder, than other labourers would in the fame 
employment. Their hours for work were from five in the morning till between five 
and fix in the afternoon ; but they had two (from eleven to one) allowed them for 
reft, and half an hour more fometime before they left work. They appeared healthy, 
clean and ftrong ; and laboured cheerfully, becaufe when they were employed, each 
of them received, as extraordinary pay, three farthings a day. They were diftin- 
guilhed from other labourers by a light chain on their legs. Their common allowance 
was two pounds and a half of bread and four farthings a day. I heard them called 
over, and faw them receive their pay, before they entered their chambers in the 
caftle. Their bread was fweet and good. They were treated with humanity, though 
under ftridl difcipline ; were well fupplied with food and clothes ; had two ihirts, 
two pair of ftockings, &c. and they lay in good beds with coverlets (fee page 33^, in 
large airy rooms having oppolice windows, and not, like many convicts, in clofe dirty- 
dungeons, under the fortifications. 

was one pound and fix ounces for a penny. Inferior forts made of rye were cheaper. At Drefden, the 
prices were, white bread, ; bwfebolJ, llb.\ rje bread, lib. i i oz. an J half— for one grofc he , or feven 

farthings. The bakers at Vienna are punifhed fir frauds by the feverity and difgracc of the ducking-ftoo! 

This machine of terror, fixed on the fide of the Danube, is a kind of long pole or board extending over 
the water, at one end of which the delinquent, being fattened in his bafket, is immerfed. The bakers 
would gladly purchafe a removal of this machine, but the punimment is continued, and inHickd on delin- 
quents by order of the magiltrates. 

* Two wheels were fixed in the lighter, one of them to draw back the fcoop or luclet, and the other 
(by the weight of ten men treading in it) to raife the mud, which was then emptied into another lighter 
managed by the overfeer of the work. Three or four times a day, a foldier (with a bayonet fixed on his 
mufket) accompanied a convift, w who went to fetch a tub of frelh water, and on his return he fupplied each 
w ith a tumbler of it while they were at work in the wheel. By the mafl of the other lighter* a fail was 
fprcad to (hade them, the weather being very warm, Tarenh<it\ thermometer 85 0 . 
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I entered Italy in 1 778 with rai fed expectations of confiderable information, 
from a careful attention to the prifons and hofpitais, in a country abounding with- 
charitable inftitutions and public edifices. 
Venice. At Venick, the chief prifon is near the Doge's palace*, and it is one of the 
lhongeft I ever faw. There were between three and four hundred prifoners, many 
of them confined in loathfome and dark cells for life; executions here being very 
rare. There was no fever, or prevailing diforder in this clofe prifon. None of the 
prilbners had irons. On weighing the bread allowance, I found it fourteen ounces. 
I aiked fome who had been confined many years in dark cells, whether they fliould 
prefer the galleys ? They all anfvvered in the affirmative t fo great a bleffing is light 
and air ! The chapel is for the condemned, who continue there a night and a day 
before execution. 

Regulations were hung up in the prifon. — Here is a charitable fociety eftablifhed for 
the relief of prilbners both civil and criminal, and rules are publiftied for the dire&ion 
of the officers who have the management of it, of whom four are appointed vijitors of 
the prifon. There are likewife rules for the good government of the two infirmaries. 
Thefe I procured from the ducal printer, with the regulations for the galleys and pri- 
fons, for many years paft. 

One of the galleys was moored two boats length from the fhore, in which were only- 
twenty-feven flaves, who were kept here in order to be fent on board the other galleys. 
This wa$ clean. Here, and in the other galleys, which were dirty and crowded, the 
flaves were in chains of about twenty-feven pounds weight. I faw a flave dead on the 
fhore, who I fuppofe deflroyed himfelf in defpair ; as he could have no hope of an 
efcape by fwimming, becaufe of his heavy irons* 
Jadva. I vifited the prifons of Padua and Ferrara. In the former of thefe cities, none- 
of the confined debtors would fit on the elevated Jlone Jiool in the great hall: and Lira* 
informed that not one had fubmitted to the ignominy thefe ten years f * 

* The rooms for the Jfate prifoners are over part of the palace on the leads, which renders con£nemenUnt 
the heat of Cummer almoft intolerable. 

f This is fometimes called the Jlone of difgrace\ for if they who are infolvent would avoid imprifonment, 
at a time fixed they mull fit upon it in a difgraceful manner three times. 

At 
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At Bologna are three prifons; one of which is for debtors, who are alimented Bologna. 
after four months and three days confinement, at one paule (about fixpence) a day 
each. 

The Hofpital, S.Maria de Vita, afforded me great pleafure. All was clean; and Hospital 
the wards were lofty, and not in the leaft offcnfive. The wards of the men and 
women were of the fame fize, each containing thirty-eight beds, nineteen on each 
fide. The bedfteads were of iron, and the coverlets were white and clean. Each 
ward had fourteen windows, feven on a fide, and all had curtains. They had fold- 
ing wooden cafements ; and on the outfide, wire lattices. The wards of this 
hofpital were thirty-two feet and a half wide, and the beds were three feet two inches 
wide, and three feet eight inches afunder. In the middle of each fpace of the wall 
between the beds was a cupboard, with a fhelf, concealed by a fmall curtain ; and 
over each curtain was a flip of black marble with the number of the bed. On the 
fides of all the wards, for the convenience of opening and (hutting the windows, was 
a gallery eighteen feet above the floor, and two feet broad, with an iron rail two feet 
nine inches high. The doors to the wards were iron grates, five feet five inches 
wide. 

In Florence are two prifons *. In the great Prifon y Palazzo degY Otto, were Florence 
only twenty prifoners. Six of them were in the fecrete chambers, which are twenty- PrI!ONS ' 
one ftrong rooms. None of the prifoners were in irons. They had mattrefles to 
lie on. Their bread was good. In the torture chamber, there was a machine for 
decollation, which prevents that repetition of the ftroke which too often happens when 
the axe is ufed. 

In the other Prifon, Belle Stinche, there are five doors to pafs before you come 
to the court. The opening of the firft is three feet wide, and four feet nine inches 
high, with an infeription over it, Oportet mifereri, (We ought to be companionate.) 
In this prifon are many fpacious rooms, in which are fmall branches to lie on. 
The men's rooms are below, and look into the court, which is about forty -three 
feet fquare. The women, entirely feparated, are up flairs, and have an hofpital 
joining to their room. A new infirmary for the men (forty-four feet by twenty-nine) 
is contiguous to the chapel. In this prifon were forty-two men and fourteen women. 
Debtors were not feparated from criminals. In one room were eight, who paid for 
their beds. The bread was good : the daily allowance to each, fifteen ounces. None 
were in irons. The chaplain has apartments, and refides in the gaol. — This prifon 
has fomething fimilar to the plan I propofed. A wall furrounds three fides of it; 
but being very high, and only eleven feet and a half diftant, renders the prifon too 
clofe. 

■ 

• Dr. Targioxi, who had an order from his Royal Highnefs to infpeft the hofpitals, and report what 
beneficial improvements might be made in them, accompanied me in vifiting thefe prifons. 

P 2 The 
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Florence The great Hofpital of S. Maria Nova was crowded, and too clofe \ though the wen's 

Hospitals. f ever war( } was f our hundred and fifty-four feet long, and thirty feet and a half wide. 

They have feparate wards for wounds and fradtures. The women are attended by the 
nunSy who have a pailage under ground from the oppofite convent. Here are twenty 
(Indents, who lodge and board in the houfe for feven years, attend the fick, ferve the 
viduals, &c and are diftinguifhed by a long cloak. 

But the Hofpital which I mod frequently vifited, was 5. Giovan di Bio. The afcen-t 
into the fick ward is by a flight of thirty ftone fteps. This ward was lofty and 
clean ; and was a hundred and twenty-three feet long, and thirty-three and a half 
wide. There were in it thirty-three beds, three feet four inches wide, placed on 
vamijhed boards ) on iron bedfteads. This is very conducive to cleanlinefs^ and fecures 
patients from vermin. — Atone end there are five rooms with fingle beds for fick priefts. 
Three of them were occupied. Neither the fides nor floors of this, and the other 
hofpitals of Italy, were woody that being more retentive of (cents or infe&ion than 

tarras or brick. The great attention of this order of friars to the fick, in every 

country where they have hofpitals, does them honour. 

The Hofpital S. Paolo delta Convalefccnza, for the reception of recovering patients, 
has clean and airy apartments, and a fpacious refedtory, or dining-hall. They continue 
here four days, and by the change of air and diet their health is confirmed before 
they go to their feveral occupations. 
Alms- Here I would juft mention an Alms-houfe, S. Bonifacio, for infirm perfons of 

house. advanced age. It had eighty beds for each fex, and they were fitting up twenty 
more. The wards are thirty feet wide, all clean, and {hewed the care of the nuns 
who attend on this charity f. 

Lechcrk. In ihe Prifon at Leghorn were three debtors, and eight of thofe called prifonevs 
at large, and in the fecrete three criminals. I mention this prifon becaufe of the infir- 
mary, which, as appears by an infeription over the door, was built at the expence of 
the prefent governor, Philip Borbonio, in 1761* 

Fortress. The fl^ves in the Fortrefs% appeared healthy and well ; better, as the old keeper 
remarked, fince they have lain on Jhorep— Galleys or hulks ought to be the punifhment 



* I faw a friar or capuchin come in form and hhfs the meat or foup for dinner. The numerous patients 

feemed entirely fatisfied with this, without any devotion of their own. 

t I cannot leave Florence without exprefling my great obligations to the Grand Duke for his permiflion 
to infpe<£l the prifons, and making my acknowledgments to Sir Horace Mann our ambaflador, for his very 

kind attention and afliilance. 

X In this Fortrefs, there were a hundred and thirty-two flaves : at Pifa, were eighty-five : and at the 
Grand Duh's fait works at Port Ferrara, feventy. 
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only for the mod atrocious crimes. — Each prifoner had a ring round one leg; Lichorn 
but when they go out to work, a chain is rivetted to two prifoners. Here were 0RTK£5S * 
feven pontons to clear the harbour - y but the weather, when I was there, being 
itormy, they could not be worked. There were forty-feven flaves employed at the 
new Lazaretto^ which is a noble fpacions building, with different apartments for 
officers and their men to perform quarantine, and large warehoufes for the cargoes of 
their fhips *i 

The keeper generoufly ordered his fon to copy for me all the rules^ from which 
I (hall here give fome extracts. 

Three keepers have their falary from the Grand Duke. They receive a copy of the 
procefs againft every convift, carry it to the government, and regifter it in the proper 
book ; and when required, they mufh give an exadt account of all proceedings 
againft the prifoners. They make a report of the rcfra6tory to government, that they 
may be punifhed in proportion to their offences, with feverer confinement, irons, and 
baftinadoes. The principal keeper has power to choofe two turnkeys out of the heft- 
behaved prifoners, who are to exhort and inftrudt the others : but the keeper is to 
have a Jiricl watch over them. He mull order that all prifoners, when they are brought 
in, have their heads fliaved — be drefled in the uniform of the houfe — and have irons 
on their feet. 

The prifoners are condemned to labour, for thirty, twenty, ten, or feven years, 
or for a fhorter term, according to the nature of their crimes ; and are chiefly 
employed on the public works. They are fent out every morning, under a guard 
of foldiers, and are chained two and two together, with a chain of about eighteen 
pounds weight. An hour's relaxation is allowed them at breakfaft, and two hours 
in the afternoon : and at an hour before fun-fet, they are reconducted to the prifon, 
and muft be well fearched by the keepers, to prevent their having any thing con- 
cealed ; and two hours after fun-fet, they are ordered to go quietly to reft. When 
they are employed on the works by his royal hlghnefs y they are paid two crazzies 
(about three halfpence) a day^ but if employed by other perfons, they are paid 
four or fix crazzies, according to the nature of the work. At day-break, the turnkeys 
ring the bell to awake them : and a report is made by them to the keepers, if any 
have been guilty of irregularities during the night. Their daily allowance is a loaf 
of thirty ounces, which is made two thirds of flour, and one third of bran -f-, and 
foup made from four ounces of peafe boiled in water, with fait and oil. On each 
of the two Ea/Ier holydays they are allowed a pound of meat, and three ounces of 
rice. Every two years they have a coat of gray cloth, a waiftcoat of red cloth, 

* I wilh fome future traveller would give us plans of this Lazaretto, and that at Ancona and other 
places, as they might fuggeft fome ufeful alterations in the conftru&ion of our hofpitals and other public 
buildings, 

f Their bread was very good. I preferred it to that which I met with at my lodging*. 

and 



a 



no 



FOREIGN PRISONS. 



Leghorn 
Fortress. 



and a red cap; every year a pair of (hoes; and every fix months a Ihirt, and a pair 
of drawers or breeches. Their drawers are fhifted once a month, their ftiirts every 
week. For lodging, they have a mattrefs filled' with flraw, and a coverlet : the 
ftraw is changed, and kept in good order. — If one attempts to defert, and be taken 
before fun-fet, he muft wear a ring, and a chain of eighteen pounds weight ; and 
he muft pay half his future earnings, till it amounts to a zechin, to thofe that appre- 
hended him #• If they who are condemned for five years, defert, when retaken, 
their term again commences : and for repeated defertions, they are more feverely 
punilhed, and fometimes tortured. 
• The chaplain muft inftruR the prifoners. 

In the hofpilal there muft be all proper provifions for the fick and infirm, vm veal, 
mutton, rice, fine bread, broth, good wine, &c. A phyfician attends, and the diet 
and medicines muft be according to his prefcription. On entering, the patients have 
clean linen, fhirts, night-caps, and clothes. And the keepers and turnkey muft 
examine their viduals and foup, to fee that they be good, and that the quantity be 
according to the phyfician's orders f % 



* A zechin is about 9s. 3d. 

| In Tufcany during the ten years preceding 1765, 
There were 3076 in prifon for debt, 
704 for petty offences, 
210 condemned to the galleys, 
17 executed, 
5 branded. 

This punifhment of branding was abolilhed by the grand-duke, Leopold, — In the four years preceding 1 769, 
there was no capital punifhment. 

The "Number of debtors and criminals in frifon during the ten ye^rs preceding 1779. 
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The above is extrafted from, Indication Sommaire do RtgUmem, &c. dt Leopold Grand Due dt To/cant &>V. 
A B.-uxtUa, 1779. 
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Ac the great prifon at Rome, called the New Prifon*, at the back of which runs *°me 
the Tiber, on a ft one tablet over the door, is this infcription i Prison.. 

JTTSTITI/E ET CLEMENTINE 
SECURIORI AC MELIORI REORUM CUSTODIiE 
NOVUM CARCEREM 
INNOCENTIUS X. PttNT. MAX* 
POSU1T 
ANNO DOMINI 
MDCLV. 

To Jufiice and Clemency, 
For the more fw.re and better cujlody of criminals, 
Pope Innocent X. ereEled this New Prifon 
hi the year of our Lord 
1655. 

.t 1 > «\ 1 ■ . *> 

On the ground-floor; on one fide are the flaves for the galleys at Civita-vecchia : 
en the other fide is a fort of cook's fhop, and a tap-room, over which are the women's 
apartments, five of whom were in the fecrete chambers, and twenty more at large- 
There are eighteen of thefe ftrong rooms for the men, which are clofe and offenfive, 
each of them having but one window for admitting air and light, Thefe rooms 
are never opened without an order from the governor of the city. There were fixty- 
eight prifoners. They are not permitted to go out of their rooms at any time, but 
for examination. Some having been confined there many years, appeared with pale 
fickly countenances; but none were in irons. — Here is a chamber for diftratted 
prifoners, in which were feven miferable objefts. There are feveral chambers with 
beds for thofe who* are called prifoners at large, for which each pays one paule and a 
half (about eight pence) a night. There is a chamber for priefts* one for boys, one 
for Jews, and one for prifoners who have cutaneous diforders. — On the upper floor 
are two infirmaries r one, appropriated to the prifoners in the fecrete, in which were 
four patients. In the other, which is for the reft of the prifoners were ten patients 
the firft time I was there, and the laft rime only feven. This infirmary is a fpacious 
airy ward, feventy-three feet by twenty-three, with feventeen beds, three feet 
three inches afunder ; was clean, and had every thing proper for the fick. The 
whole prifon is arched with brick, for fecurity in cafe of fire. The paflages are feven 
feet two inches wide, and light. The afcent to each (lory, is by two flights of 
feventeen Jlone Heps. Thefe ftaircafes are feven feet three inches wide the rifes five 
inches : this I mention, as generally, in our prifons (even thofe that are lately built) 
the flairs are narrow, the rifes high, and the paflages dark and inconvenient. There 

* The elegance and fimplicity of the frontof this prifon occafioned me to give a plate of it. 

4 « 
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RoME is a table of regulations by the authority of the magnates hung up in this prifon, 
P«.«L. ordering the exad times, of opening the prifon and the court, of faying mafs daily, 
and of attributing the alms. The times vary twice in a month, according to the 
different length of the days. In the fame table, the phyfician is ordered to vifit the 
fick in the infirmary every morning; and in cafe of extraordinary illnefs, in the 
evening.— I with I could fay I had fcen no torture-chamber.— On the fide of the 
great prifon there is a pulley and rope (fee the plate) to draw up malefadors by their 
hands which are tied behind them ; after they have been fufpended fome time, by 
being fuddcnly let down part of the way, their arms are diflocated *. 

In the Prifon at the Capital, are two rooms for debtors, and for criminals whofe 
offences are not fo great as to caufe them to be confined in the fecrete. The prifoners 
in one of thefe rooms, have the privilege of alking alms of the paflengers. There 
were five debtors in rooms which they paid for, and two criminals in the fecrete. This 
prifon is not offenfive. There is a conftant current of water through one of the large 



rooms. 



San The ftate prifoners are confined in the caftle of San Angelo. The rooms appropri- 

Ancelo. ated to t j iat p Ur p 0 f e W ere all empty, except one, in which was a bifl:op, who had been 
confined upwards of twenty years, and was diftracled. Here were alfo eighteen con- 
damati who work in the fortrefs, and had each a light chain. They feemed healthy 
and well — On the death of the Pope, the prifoners are brought hither from the great 
prifon, for upon fuch ocenfions the prifons are thoroughly cleaned. 

I can crive but little information refpecting the prifon of the inquifition. It is 
fituated near the great church of St. Peter's. On one fide of the court round which 
it is built, is the inquifi tor-general's palace. Over the gate is an infeription importing 
if that it was erected by Pope Pius V. in the year r 569." The windows of the prifon 
have wooden blinds, and at a filial] diftance is a high wall. The chambers of this 
filent and melancholy abode were quite inaccefiible to me : and yet I fpent near two 
hours about the court and the pricfts apartments, till my continuance there began to 
raife fufpicJbn. 

* Th'cre is an account of this mode of punimment at Rome in Dr. Mocns View of Sieiety and Manners 
in Italy, vol. I. />. 4-6, third edit. This letter (44th.) is well worth perufing, in which the ingenious 
writer defcribes the manner of execution at Rome, with pertinent remarks, and concludes with thefe 
queftions. " When criminals are carried to execution with little or no folemnity, amidft the (houts of an 
" unconcerned rabble, who applaud them in proportion to the degree of indifference and impenitence they 
" difplay, and confider the whole fcene as a fource of amufement ; how can fuch exhibitions make any 
" ufeful impreffion, or terrify the thoughthfs and defperate from any wicked propenfity ? If there is a 
♦* country in which great numbers of young inconfiderate creatures are, fix or eight times every year, car- 
" ried to execution in this tumultuous, unaftefling manner, might not a llranger conclude, that the view 
" of the legiflaturc was to cut of}" guilty individuals in the leafl alarming way poffible, that others might 
" nA be deterred from following their example ?" 

In 
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In this City, as in moll parts of Italy, is a Confraterniia della miferUordia, called Rome. 
S. Giovanni di Fiorentini: as many of Florentine extra&ion were the founders. This 
inftitution is ancient, for the church of & Gio Battijia Decollate belonged to them in 
1450. It confifts of about feventy, chiefly nobles, of the beft families.. After a pri- 
foner is condemned, one or two of them come to him the midnight before his execution, 
inform him of the fentence, and continue with him till his death. They, with the 
confeflbr, exhort and comfort him, and give him his choice of the moft delicious food. 
All the fraternity attend the execution, drefled in white. When the prifoner is dead, 
they leave him hanging till the evening ; then one of the fraternity, generally a noble, 
cuts him down, and orders him to be conveyed to the burying-place which they have 
appropriated to malefa&ors. I was there the twenty-ninth of Auguft, the only day in 
the year when this burying-place is opened to the public. Adjoining to an elegant 
church is a chapel, which makes one fide of a court, and on each of the other three 
fides, is a portico fupporced by doric pillars. In the middle of the pavement * of the 
front portico the women, and in one of the fide porticos the men are buried. The 
latter are interred in the fame drefs in which they were hanged ; for in Italy, coffins are 
not in general ufe. 

The Uojfttal of S. Michele is a large and noble edifice. The back front is near three San 
hundred yards long. It confifts of feveral courts with buildings round them. In the MlCHELB 
apartments on three fides of one of the moft fpacious of thefe courts, are rooms for 
various manufactures and arts, in which boys who are orphans or deftitute are educated 
and inftrudted. When I was there, the number was about two hundred, all learning 
different trades according to their different abilities and genius. Some were educated 
for printers, fome for book-binders, defigners, fmiths, carpenters, tailors, fhoe-makers, 
and barbers ; and fome for weavers and dyers, a cloth manufacture being carried on here 
in all its branches. When the boys arrive at the age of twenty years, they are com- 
pletely clothed, and a certain fum is given to fet them up in the bufinefs they have 
learned. In the middle of the court is a noble fountain, and feveral inferiptions to the 
honour of the founders of this excellent inftitution. 

Adjoining to another court are apartments for the aged and infirm, in which were 
two hundred and fixty men, and two hundred and twenty-fix women. Here they find 
a comfortable retreat, having clean rooms and a refectory. I converfed with fome of 
them, and they appeared happy and thankful. 

* Here are marble ftones, in which -are circular apertures for the interment of thofc that are executed. 
Round thefe flones is inferibed, 

M Domine, cum veneris judicare, 
(i Noli nos condemnarey 

O Lord, <whe.n thou Jhalt come to judge ; 
do not condemn us. 

Another ^ 
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Another part of the hofpital is a Prifon for boys or young men. Over the door is this 
infcription : 

CLEMENS XT. PONT. MAX. 
PERDITIS ADOLESCENTIBUS CORRIGENDIS 
INSTITUENDISQITE 
UT QUI INERTES OBERANT 
INSTRUCTI REIPUBLIC^S SERVIANT. 
AN. SAL. MDCCIV. PONT. IV. 

Pope Clement XL 
For the correction and inflruRion 
Of profligate youth : 
That they^ who when idle y were injurious. 
When inftrutted, might be ufeful, 
To the State. 
1704. 

In the room is infcribed the following ddmirable fentence 3 in which the grand purpofe 
of all civil policy relative to criminals is expreffed* 

PARUM EST 
COERCERE IMPROEOS 

POENA 
NISI PROBOS EFFICIAS 
DISCIPLINA. 

// is of little, advantage 
To rejirain the Bad 
By Punifhmenty 
Unlefs you render them Good 
By Drfcipline. 

Here were fifty boys fpinning, and in the middle of the room an infcription hung 
up, 

SILENTJU M. 

This room being different from any I had before feen, a plan procured me by the 
kindnefs of Mr. Jenkins, may give a clearer idea of it than a verbal defcription would 
do. — In this hofpital is a room alfo for women. On the outfide is an infcription, ex- 
preffing, that it was erefted by Clement XIL in 1735, f or refiraming the licentioufnefs and 
punifhing the crimes of women. 

There 
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Civita- to finilh their firfi condemnation, and then receive a frelh one for the fame time as the 
vlcchia. f ormer . b uc ;f ^ firft was for life, the fame is renewed, and they receive from a 
hundred to two hundred lafhes a day, for three days after their arrival. None are fent 
to the galleys under the age of twenty : criminals of a younger age are kept at the hofpitai 
of S. Michele in Rome till they are of age j and are there employed in fpinning, and fed 
on bread and water. 

The allowance to each flave is three pounds of bread a day ; and fifty-five pounds of 
beans or calavances to each galley, with which they generally make a kind of foup once 
in two or three days, and they are allowed two pounds and a half of oil to boil with their 
beans. At Eafier, Chrijlmas, and Carnival, they are allowed one pound of beef and half 
a pint of wine a man, and twenty-five pounds of rice to a galley. 

For their clothing, they have once in two years, a ftriped woollen capotto and waiftcoat, 
two fhirts, two pair of canvafs breeches, and a woollen cap - y and every year, two feet 
and a half of woollen cloth to wrap round their legs inftead of (lockings. The yearly 
expence of each flave for maintenance, clothing, and chains, is computed at fifteen 
Roman crowns and eighty-feven baiocs, about £3 : 13 : 9. 

At the time of my being at Civita-vecchia, three of the galleys were out on a cruife, 
and two only remained. Through the whole night there was great filence, (as I lay 
in a felucca clofe to them) though about four hundred were chained in each of the 
galleys. 

The jlaves here are conftantly employed, and have a portion of what they earn for 
themfelves, being paid according to their abilities and the nature of their work. For 
fawing in the arfenal, they are paid two pence a day each; for working as mafons, two 
pence halfpenny ; for carrying ftones and mortar, only a penny. Such as work at the 
canvafs and calico manufactories, are paid from two pence to eight pence, according to 
the quality of the work, &c. At the public works they are allowed an hour for dinner, 
and in fummer-time an hour for breakfaft *. 

Here is 9 fpacious hofpitai on Jhore for the flaves. None were in irons. All was 
clean. In the centre of the great room in this infirmary was an altar for public worfhip. 
A particular room was appropriated for fuch as had cutaneous diforders, and another 
for confumptive patients. In this country, the phyficians are perfuaded that the confump- 
tion is a contagious diforder. Patients afflidted with it in hofpitals have a feparate ward. 
The fame precautions are ufed to prevent infedtion as in the plague. When this diforder 
has been in private houfes, the furniture is deftroyed, and the rooms are fcraped and 
fumigated, before they are again inhabited. 



• For the preceding account I am indebted to our countryman Mr. Denham, who has the fuperintendence 
of the pope's galleys. 

The 
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The principal Prifon in the great and populous city of Naples * is La Vicaria, under Naples 
the courts of juftice. It contained, when I was there, according to the gaoler's account, RK N " 
nine hundred and eighty priibners. In about eight large rooms communicating with 
one another, there were five hundred and forty fickly objects, who had accefs to a 
court furrounded by buildings fo high as to prevent the circulation of air. In this court 
was a recefs, under arcades like thofe that were under the chapel at Newgate. Some 
of the prifoners were employed in knitting, and others in making fhoes; but moft of 
them were entirely without employment. In fix chambers, which opened into afpacious 
hall, were many beds for fuch as could pay for them. Adjoining was a chapel, and 
a fpacious infirmary for the whole prifon ; in which were forty perfons, in fingle beds, 
with fheets, coverlets, &c. f In feven clofe offenfive rooms were thirty-one prifoners, 
almoft without clothes on account of the great heat; and in fix dirty rooms com- 
municating with one another were fifty women. Of all the prifoners, one man only was 
in irons, in a dungeon, near a fmall chapel which is allotted to the condemned before 
execution. 

The bread was good : the daily allowance to each was twenty-two ounces. 
There were three other Prifon s : one contained eighty prifoners, another near fixty, 
the other but eleven. 

The Galleys were moored about ten feet from the fhore. In the firfi were two Galleys. 
hundred and fixty fiaves \ in the fecond two hundred and ninety-eight 3 in the third 
two hundred and feventy; and in the fourth, four hundred •> moft of them flout and 
healthy. All were chained two and two together. Their bread was hard, but fweet. 
About twenty-fix ounces a day was allowed them - 9 and when employed in the arfenal 
and other public works, they have an extraordinary allowance of near a penny a day. 
After efcapes, if they are retaken, their whole term is doubled. Each galley has a 
chaplain, and public worfhip on Sundays and holydays. 



* An account is taken every year of the inhabitants of this city; and at Eajtcr 1777} their num- 
ber, exclufive of foldiers and marines, was 350,061, •»/«. 

Males 170,574 
Females 165,642 
Priefts 3303 
Monks 4231 
Nuns 63 1 1 

Of this number there were born in the year immediately preceding, 6029 males, and 5571 females. The 
deaths in that year were 9553. 

f In vifiting the prifons of Italy, I obferved, that in general great attention was paid to the fick ; but I 
could not avoid remarking, that too little care was taken to prevent ficknefs. 

From the heat of the climate, one might imagine the gad-fever would be very likely to prevail ; but, I did 
not find it in any of the prifons. 

Is 
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In the Seraglio, or great Alms-houfe % there were about five hundred and fifty prlfoners 
(condannati) in eight or nine rooms. Many of them work as labourers on this great 
building, with chains varying according to the terms of their confinement, and have 
the extra allowance juft mentioned, with five ounces of flour for foup. In thefe rooms 
were Ihoe-makers at work, as in fome of the galleys, but molt of the prifoners had no 
employment |. 

This great building is to be a receptacle for the aged and infirm, and for beggars 
and idle perfons. There is a great number of the former in fome rooms that are 
finilhedj and which have windows into a court, where they were digging a foundation 
for a large church, by which the numerous inhabitants will be deprived of the falutary 
effo&s of the circulation of air. 

The galley-flaves have an hofpital on the foore fronting the bay, entirely appropriated 
to them and their guards J; It h^s four or five fpacious and airy wards, cleaner than 
moft of the other hofpitals in this city. One of thefe rooms is only for the guard of 
the marine. The patients are diftinguifhed into three clafies; very ill — fick — and 
recovering. Great attention is paid to them: and they are allowed good bread in 
fufficient quantity. 

The great and crowded Hofpitals of S. Apofioli and UAnnunziazione, have wards ap- 
propriated to the cure of wounded perfons [|. 

The Hofpital of the Benfratelli, or S. Qio di Dio 3 is clean and elegant. It confifts 
chiefly of one lofty ward ; at one end of which is an altar and a room for poor priefts ; 
and at the other end, a table, on which are placed the patients vi&uals. Near this 
table was inferibed a reference to the appofite words of Scripture, Matthew xxv. 35, 36. 
Far I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat : &c. 

* The front of this building already extends near thirteen hundred feet, and probably it will be en- 
larged. 

t As no regular plan had been fettled for the employment of thefe (laves, the king lately made a prcfent 
of three hundred of fuch of them as had been condemned for life, to the Makefe. 

X On my telling the furgeon, that in fome countries a part of each galley is made an hofpital (alluding in 
my mind to our Hulks) ; he replied, " that mull foon make the whole an hofpital. " 

|| The frequency of afTaults and afTafli nations in Italy is generally known. Many of the common people 
feem to be ignorant or infenfible of the atrocioufnefe of the crime of murder. The criminals in prifon exprefs, 
with feeming faiisfa&ion of mind, f< that though they ftabbed they did not rob." If we confider that wards 
and even hofpitals appropriated to the wounded are filled with patients, that the prifons are crowded, and 
that many are continually taking refuge on the fteps of churches, and examine our accounts in JanJJen y s l>ijis 
and the Judges Returns, we may reckon that there are more murders committed in a year in the city of 
Naples or Rome, than in Great Britain and Ireland. Does not this prove that the Englifti are not natu- 
rally cruel ? And might not arguments be derived from hence, for the revifal and repeal of fome of our 
fanguinary laws? The Marquis Beccarla juftly remarks, in Chap. 28. that " the death of a criminal 
*' is a lefs efficacious method of deterring others, than the continued example of a man deprived of his 
u liberty. " — And that " the punifhment of death is pernicious to fociety, from the example of barbarity it 
f* affords." 
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In many of the Italian hofpitals, and in all that I have feen belonging to this order 
of friars, there are no rooms over the fick wards, fo that they are as lofty as our churches 
or chapels. 

At Lucca, they formerly fold their condannati to the Genoefe or Venetians, but now Lucca., 
they keep them in prifon without any employment. 

At Genoa, befides a Prifon for debtors , and a Prifon for female criminals there is a Genoa 
great Prifon for male criminals, confifting of thirty-five rooms tolerably airy. I faw none Pr,S0N:> - 
of the prifoners in irons. Their daily allowance was thirteen ounces of good wheaten 
bread for each, befides foup. To this prifon belongs an hofpital, and a chapel with a 
large room to which the condemned are brought four days before their execution. — 
The inftru£lions formed for this prifon by the fupreme fyndics y are hung up in it, and 
contain excellent regulations, as will appear from the following account of a few of 
them. 

* The keeper fhall have under him fix affiftants : — and the faid keeper is to be 
refponfible, and liable to punifliment, if any of the affiftants fhall be guilty of the leaft 
fraud or negledt in their employment. — The advocate fifcal is once a week, at any 
time he fliall think proper, but when he is leaft expefted, to vifit the cells of the prifon, 
and to inquire diligently how the prifoners are treated by the keeper and affiftants, 
in order to give information to the moft ferene fenate y &c. — When any prifoner is 
condemned to death, he is immediately to be put into chains. — The keeper is always to 
keep the chapel fhut, except at the time of celebrating mafs, confeffion, or adminiftering 
conjolation to the unhappy. — He is alfo to take care that the prifoners do not play 
at any games, particularly cards. The laft order is, that this table of regulations be 
fixed up in the criminal court of juftice, in the chancery, and in the apartments of the 
criminals/' 

In one of the Galleys juft returned from conveying feme noblemen to their country Galleys. 
feats, I found about three hundred ftout fellows, clean and healthy : for the old and 
infirm had been left in the galleys at home, of which there were only two, the other 
two being out on a cruile. 

The hofpital for thefe galleys is on Jhore; and in it are hung up the regulations, which 
confift chiefly of fuch orders as the following: 

u That five fuperintendents fhall be appointed by the magiftrates, who every month 
fhall draw lots, to determine which of the galleys they are to infpett. — That exact lifts 
of the crews, and of the fick in the infirmary, with an account of the time of their 
admiffion, fliall be taken and kept, with the affiftance of the phyfician, chaplain, and 
furgeon. — That the fecretary fliall keep a regifter of all things neceflary to be provided - % 
bread, wine, meat, peafe, beans, rice, &c. &c. — That four caldrons of broth fhall be 
allowed weekly to a galley, befides kettles of broth ftatediy given them in the three 
winter months. — That when the fuperintendents ciifcontinue the allowance of meat, 
cheefe, oil, and ftockfifli, the chaplain (hall fee that each of die flaves be ferved daily 

v/ith 
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Genoa with half a pint of wine. — That the phyficians fhall keep exaft accounts of their orders 
Galleys, 0 f meat> w [ ne> pa ftry, &c. — That the captains and midfhipmen ihall take care that all 

the regulations be exa&ly obferved." 

The Turkilh Haves had many little (hops on ftiore, for felling coffee, perfumes, &c. 
and for (having; like thofe I remember to have feen about fifteen years fince at Mar- 
feilles. The bread allowance to the (laves is three pounds and a half, for two days in 
fummeri and three pounds in winter. 
Hospitals. In the great Hojplal there were about three hundred men, and fix hundred women. 

All fick pcrfons of any nation are admitted into it ; and it is one of the beft and leaft 
offenfive of the public hofpitals of Italy. Here was a room and ward for foundlings, 
crowded and clofe \ and the poor infants were cruelly bound hands and feet with ban- 
dages, as in the hofpital at Florence, and other cities in Italy. 

There were alfo in this hofpital apartments for the injane. Thefe apartments were 
clofe and dirty 5 and the calm and quiet, I found inhumanly confined in the fame room 
with the noify and turbulent. 

The Albergo hofpital, fituated on an eminence within fight of the harbour, is an 
afylum for boys and girls. There were in it a hundred and feventeen of the former, 
and four hundred and eighty-two of the latter. It is fomething fimilar to the noble and 
well-regulated hofpital oi San Mich ele at Rome. Over the door of the great room, 
where numbers were fpinning and weaving, is this infeription; 

Silentium et Qbcdientia. 

Muan At Milan, in the great Prifon, there are twenty Jecrete chambers. The general fize 
of thefe rooms is eleven feet by twelve to fifteen. In fome were only one or two per- 
fons, but in others fix or eight : the windows are towards a high wall eleven feet diftant. 
Thefe are fome of the ftrongeft and moft retired rooms in the Italian prifons, in which 
the moft atrocious offenders, and thofe who are imprifoned for life, are confined. They 
are inacceflible but by a fpecial order. The entrance is guarded by two doors, between 
which is a narrow fpace, juft fufficient to admit two perfons. Into this you are locked 
before tTie turnkey opens the inner door, for fear thefe delperate criminals fliould murder 
the keeper for the keys, and attempt to rulh out. 

In the Prifon for debtors, in this great trading city, there were only four perfons 
confij^d for debt. 

There are two prifons called UArgaftro, and La Caja di Correzione, which do honour 
to the country. Both are for criminals, condemned either for a term of years, or for 
life. The moft atrocious, work in chains in the ftreet j the others, only in the houfc. 

In UArgaftro there were three hundred and fifty-nine prifoners, healthy and ftrong. 
A confiderable number of them were at work in public : they water the ftreets and 
public walks (at the expence of the city) there being nineteen fmall waggons for 
that purpofe j fix men draw, and one attends behind chained. Others repair the 
pavements, &c. But in the houfe there were at work fhoe-makers, tailors, fmiths, 
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wheelwrights, cabinet-makers, turners, nailers, rope-makers, leather-drefiTers, painters Milam. 
on gauze, fpinners and weavers. Many, here learn trades; fo that there is a proba- 
bility, that when their term is finifhed, they will become ufeful members of fociety ; 
which (hould be the grand objeii in all fitch houfes. They receive for themfelvcs one 
third of what they earn, and fm thirds go to the houfe. 

Their dormitory is a fpacious room, with three ftages in it on which they lie. In 
the centre of the ceiling are four large apertures, and fixteen fmall ones. — A prifoner, 
whofe employment was drawing defigns and patterns, gave me a plan of the rooms 
and courts in this prifon. 

There are two courts, a pump, and running water for wafhing the linen of the 
prifoners, which they fliift once a week. I obferved to one of the prifoners, that they 
were cleaner than moft working men: he replied, " or elfe the confinement would 
be intolerable." The daily allowance to each is thirty- five ounces of good bread*, 
and a mefs of good vegetable foup. They have two hours for dinner and repofe. All 
had a chain to each leg. If any efcape and are retaken, the whole term is renewed, 
and half as much more. 

In this houfe there is an hofpital, a chapel, and an apartment for the chaplain. 

The Cafa di Corrczione is now (1778) building, on a noble and fpacious planf. House 
The dormitory and the work-rooms for the men are finifhed and occupied. The two Correc 
work-rooms for the women are large and lofty (twenty-three feet wide and twenty- tion. 
five feet high ;) and in each there are five large windows, placed high above the 
floor. At one corner of thefe rooms are ftone bafonS, with water laid in to them. In 
one of the men's work-rooms there were forty looms employed weaving linen, cotton, 
and diaper : in which alfo, and in two others opening into it, were ztarping and 
tzvijling-mills, and winding-wheels* Under thefe was a calender : and fome were em- 
ployed in beating (not carding) cotton. In a detached temporary building I law a 
pi ifoner employed in weaving gauze; who (as I conjeftured from the great refort 
to him) was reckoned curious in this art. With the afliftance of fome that were em- 
ployed whh him, he kept four looms at work. Other prifoners were bleaching the 
cloth manufactured in the houfe : and fome were at work as mafons and labourers, in 
this great building. 

Over the work-rooms is the great hall or dormitory, the room for boys, and the 
infirmary. The dormitory is lightfome, airy and clean, and appears evidently to 
be an improvement on that of San Micbele at Rome. I therefore infert the plan of 

* One loaf was equal to the daily allowance of two prifoners ; it was divided into two equal parts with 
an engine, and each received bis own portion every day. 

f The late Count di Firmian, governor of Lombardy, whofe amiable charafter is well known to our 
Englifti travellers, not only honoured me with the flan, but favoured rnc with every advantage for examin- 
ing the prifons. 

R this 
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M.lan thisalfo. It confifts of a great room (one hundred and twenty-four feet by thirty- 
HouSE one). On each fide of this room or hall are three ftone galleries, two feet eight 
Correc- inches wide, with iron rails. The chambers are numbered, amounting to one hundred 
TI0N * and twenty; thefe are all fimilar, nine feet two inches by eight feet two; they have 
one window outward, three feet by two; and one towards the great room, two feet 
five inches by one foot five *: they are furniflied with a bed and bedding, a ftool, and 
a vault- In the infirmary, and the dormitory for boys, as well as in the great hall, 
there were ftone finks and water laid in. Near the end of the room there is an altar 
with a cupola over it. On one fide of the altar is the dormitory for boys, and on the* 
other the infirmary. And all together make the figure of a crofs, which is the form 
of many hofpitals in Italy and other Roman catholic countries. 

There were near three hundred prifoners in this houfe ; twenty of whom were 
chained to two benches in the dormitory, but at the fame time employed in fpinning, 
or making and mending clothes. — Adjoining to the work-rooms there are two or three- 
rooms for warehoufes. All the piiibners work in irons. 
Hospitals. In vifiting the great Hofpital, my expectations, which had been too much raifed by 
the accounts of travellers, were difappointed. Mod of the wards are on the ground- 
floor, and not lofty, as there are rooms over them. They are alfo dirty and offen- 
five, though provided with fpacious drains. They have a middle row cf beds, 
and in many of the beds were two patients : but care was taken to feparate the patients- 
in fevers from thofe who were attended by furgeons. — Moft of the chirurgical patients 
had been wounded in fudden quarrels or aflaults. 

The Hofpital of S. Gio di Dio exhibits that cleanlinefs and attention, which this fra- 
ternity always difcovers. 

In the Hofpital for orphans, called La Stella, the zvork and bed-rooms were fpacious, 
neat and agreeable. There were three hundred girls in it ; whole employment was 
making lace on round pillows. I wifhed them a more healthy employment, and that 
they had ufed the fquare pillows of Flanders; for conftant (looping muft be prejudicial* 
Such as are thus employed are generally of a pale and fickly complexion. 

I might farther take notice of the great Lazaretto at Milan, the medical fociety for 
giving medicines to Ihe poor, and Prince Tritdzi's hofpital for eighty aged men, and 
the fame number of aged women. But I muft haften to 
Turin Turin. In the Citadel there were one hundred and feventy in irons-, fome had 

the half-chain, others were chained two and two together. Thefe prifoners con- 

i 

* I make an apology for being fo minute in my defcription of prifons in England, and may I not 
make the fame apology for the minutcnefs in my accounts of foreign prifons and hofpitals. I ihould never 
have given myfelf the trouble of taking the dimenfions of rooms, were it not that I hoped to give a 
dearer idea of ihe buildings, and that perhaps fome hints might be derived for the improvement of our 
own. 
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tinue always unemployed, till they are fent to the galleys at Villa-Franca. Their Turin, 
unhealthy countenances befpoke the little attention paid to them. — In this prifon there 
was a chamber for convalefcents, who not being fit for labour, are continued here 
forty days before they are fent to the galleys. 

In the great Hofpit al of S. Giovanni there were. a multitude of old men and women, Hospitals. 
whofe apartments had a very improper communication with the wards of the fick and 
dying. 

In the Hofpital of Ld Carita 3 there were about two thoufand inhabitants, moftly 
boys and girls. 

Here alfo is an Hofpital for lunatics, where, with pain I faw wards crowded with beds, 
and in fome of the beds miferabl'e creatures chained and raving. 

Chamberry. Here the falutary pradtice of wafhing the prifon was adopted.— Cham- 
Befides an allowance of good bread, the prifoners are often fupplied with bread and 
foup, and in winter with clothes and coverlets by a charitable fociety of ladies. In one 
of the rooms I faw chains ; but was told they had not been ufed fince the walls had 
been built high. A difmal torture-chamber into which day-light never enters, makes 
a part of this prifon. 

Before the Cantons, I will mention, what is not indeed any part of Switzerland, the 
little Republic of 



GENEVA. 

IN the Prifon^ which was formerly the bifliop's palace, at my firft vifit, there were Gjjneva. 
only five criminals ; none of them in irons. Their allowance about fix-pence a day : 
for which they have a pound of good bread, fome foup, and half a pint of wine. 
They looked healthy. Here, as in the Swifs Cantons, men and women are kept 
feparate. For fome years pad, no capital punifliment. If a criminal flies from juftice, 
they call him in form three days ; and after trial, execute him in effigy. 

There feldom are any debtors. A creditor muft allow his debtor in prifon as much 
as felons have from the public : upon failure, the gaoler gives notice, and then dif- 
charges the prifoner. Befides, there are fumptuary laws in this ftate. And though the 
government is in general mild, there is a fevere law againft bankrupts, and infolvents; 
vvhich renders incapable of all honours, and deprives of freedom, not only the 
debtor himfelf, but his children after him : except fuch of them as pay their quota of 
the debts *- 



f See Edits dc la Rep ub !i que de Geneva, [735* 
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Geneva. At my laft vifit, there were two debtors, and five other prifoners; to whom great 
attention was paid, as they were then laying new floors in the lower rooms, left they 
fhould be damp and injurious to their health *« 
In the koufe of correttion there were no prifoners. 



SWITZERLAND. 

S^itzer- In entering Switzerland from Geneva, a traveller will be furprifed to meet fre- 
quently with a gallows on the road, if he be not informed that almoft every feigneurte 
or bailiwick has a prifon, and poflefles the power of trying criminals, and capitally 
convi&ing them. I vifited one of thefe prifons. It belonged to Mr. Baron de Pratigins 3 
and confided of four rooms at the top of his caftle-f-. It was empty. 

In thofe of the Cantons to which I went, felons have each a room to themfelves, 
" that they may not," faid the keepers, " tutor one another. 9 ' None were in irons : 
they are kept in rooms more or lefs ftrong and lightfome, according to the crimes 
they are charged with. But the prifons are in general very ftrong* The rooms are 
numbered, and the keys marked with the fame numbers. In mod of them a German 
Jlove. The common allowance, fixpence a day. In feveral Cantons there were no 
prifoners of this fort.. The principal reafon of it is, the great care that is taken to 
give children, even the pooreft, a moral and religious education. Another thing 
which contributes to the fame intention, is the laudable police of fpeedy juftice. A 
criminal has notice of his death, not the manner of it, but a Ihort time before be is 
to fuffer : and he is then indulged with his choice of food, wine, &c. Women are 
not hanged, but beheaded. Every new executioner has a new fvvord ; and in the 
arfenal at Bern I faw feveral old ones hung up in order. In the houfes of correction, 
many of the prifoners were women ; whom I faw at work. 

The mod numerous prifoners are the galley -jlaves ; improperly fo called, for there 
are no galleys belonging to Switzerland : though fome few are fent to Marfeilles, 

* 1 hoped to have found! here no torture chambers, but I had onljrthe pleafure to henr that none had 
fuffered in them thefe twenty-five years. They are thus retrained by the thirty-fecond article in the 
Reglement dt rULJlre Mediation pour la Pacification des troubles de la Republique de Geneve, publifhed in 173S. 
M Lis accfjis et Crimitieh ne Jour j out etre appliquts a la S^ejlion ou Torture, que prcalabhment i/s najent (tc 
fcrjugimeni dijinitif, condamnCs a m:rt" 

f T obferved the fame thing at the caftle in the ifle of Gorgona in Italy, where there are two rooms at 
the top of the building for prifons. This is different from the ancient cruel mode of confining prifoners 
in pits and dungeons of caitlea. 

At 
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At Lausanne I vifited the prifon, in which there were at that time no prifoners. Lausanne, 
There were dungeons ; but on entering each of them, the keeper oblerved, that we 
were not yet upon the ground, but there were cellars underneath. — On converfing 
with Dr. Tifot, he exprefled his furpriie at our gaol-diftemper ; faid, " I fhould not 
find it in Switzerland and added, that " he had not heard of its being anywhere 
but in England." When I mentioned the late a<ft of parliament for preserving the 
health of our prifoners, he approved of it highly, efpecially die claufe which required 
white-wajhing the rooms, and keeping them clean. — I did not (as the dodor faid) find the 
gaol-fever in Switzerland. 

At Freyburg, there were no prifoners in the two towers; one of which is called Freyburg. 
La Tour Mauvaife, probably from the clofe rooms of confinement (eight feet by fix, 
and fix feet high) and the excruciating engines of torture kept there. — In the houfe of 
correction there were thirteen men, and feven women ; the former are employed abroad 
in cleaning the ftreets, &c. the latter in fpinning. They have foup twice a day,; 
meat only three times a year ; viz. Chriftmas, Eafter, and Whitfuntide. 

I revifited all the prilbns at Bern, but here alfo I found none confined except in Bern. 
the two houfes of correction. One of thefe houfes is for citizens, in which the men 
and women were fpinning, for they never work abroad. 

In the other (the Schallenkaus) there were, in 1776, one hundred and twenty- 
four Haves; and in 1778, one hundred and forty-one. They have not each a 
room to themfelves ; but there is fome diftinflion of the more and lefs criminal, 
both in their rooms and work*. The women's wards are totally feparate from thofe 
of the men. Moft of the men are employed in cleaning and watering the ftreets., 
and public walks; removing the rubbifli of buildings; and the ihow and ice in 
winter. The city is one of the cleaneft I have feen. Four or five are chained to a 
fmall waggon, and draw; others, more at liberty, fweep, load, &c. As the 
employment of the men convi&s abroad is fomewhat fimilar to their employment 
at Milan, I give a reprefentation of it from a draught taken by a painter in this 
city : I have alfo given a view of the employment of the women ; though I deteft 
the cuftom of daily expofing that fex to fuch ignominy and feverity, unlefs, when 
they are totally abandoned, and have loft all the fofter feelings of their fex. The 
convi&s are known by an iron collar , with a hook prqje&ing above their heads : 
weight about five pounds : I faw one riveted on a criminal in about two minutes* 
They work in fummer from feven to eleven, and from one to fix ; in winter from 

• An old keeper having left the door of one of the men's wards unlocked, twelve prifoners forced the 
outer door and walked off; the people who happened to fee them, fuffering them to pafs, becaufe they 
fuppofed they were going to work in the ftreets. When four or five of them fome time after were retaken 
and carried to their old. lodgings, the magistrates ordered that they fhould net be punijbed, confidcring that 
everyone mud be defirous of regaining liberty. As they had not been guilty of affault or violence ill 
making their efcape, the punilhment fell on the keeper for hU negligence. 

eight 
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eight to eleven, and from one to four, I afked the men, cc Whether they would 
choofe to work fo, or be confined within doors ?" " Much rather/ 9 they faid, " work 
" thus" The lefs criminal are in feparate wards : thefe work within doors, fpinning, 
&c. in a large room; and have not the iron collar*. Fifteen I was forry to fee 
miferable for want of employment f. The prifon is not commodious, nor kept very 
clean. The daily allowance, two pounds of bread ; and twice a day a pint and half 
of foup, made of barley, beans, &c. which they fetch from the great hofpital In 
their leifure hours they make and mend fhoes, make ft raw hats, &c. and deliver 
them as they pafs on at work. They are not fuffered to pradtife gaming of any fort. 
Indeed this is forbidden to all the common people-, as playing for any confiderable 
fum is to thofe of higher rank. The keeper and turnkey are to fee that the prifoners 
perform their devotions every morning and evening. The chaplains pray with them 
and inftrudt them on Sunday and Thurfday. Once a month other clergymen fuperin- 
rend the fervice. No vifitant admitted on Sunday. Thus a principal objed here is to 
make them better men. 

Great care is to be taken of the fick. No futling place to be kept in this houfe of 
correction. The keeper is ftridtly forbidden to fell the prifoners wine, brandy, or 
other provifions; and required entirely to forego any fuch emolument. The bedding 
and clothing are minutely defcribed, both as to quality and value. I have a copy of 
all the orders, twenty-feven in number, dated March 14, 1741. Thefe which I have 
mentioned may ferve for a fpecimen. 

In La Prifon Ordinaire, fome rooms are planked all round. Eight of them are very 
clofe and ftrong. Doors of oak two inches and a half thick, plated with iron 5 three 
hinges, a lock and two padlocks. In a clofet, were the clothes of a perfon that was 
murdered, kept to confront the guilty when apprehended : and fome ftolen goods, to 
be owned. A criminal who can pay is allowed to expend 7 bats 2 creutzers, about 
a (hilling daily, for two meals of foup and good bread. To one that is poor, the 
government allows half that fum. To all who are condemned, they allow a fliiiling 
a day for»eight days before they fuffer. Thefe allowances are fpecified on a paper 
hung up in the gaol. There alfo hangs up a ferious exhortation concerning the awful 
nature of an oath; and the forms of fundry oaths to be taken. I procured copies of 
the whole, but will tranferibe only one oath, as follows: — " Ma depofuiov, dont letture 
" ma etc fait e d preftnt, je la confirme devant la face du Dieu tout puiffant, tout-fachant et 

* I (aw them bring in their week's work, and (after it was examined) receive twenty-feven pounds of 
rlax for the following week. At that time fome of the town's people purchafcd the flax that had been fpun, 
and paid for it to an in/peftor who lives near the prifon. 

t Some employment h abfolutely necefTary ; and therefore, where the crimes are of fuch a nature as to 
allow or require indulgence, it mould be given them by a fhorter term of confinement, or in fome other 
way. I have icen xtiisfalfe indulgence to prifoncrs in feveral places. 

4 iC vray, 
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u vray, pour contenir la verite, abiji que je defire que Dieu me foit en aide fur la fin de mes Bern. 
" jours. Sans dol m fraude" — f< My depofition, which has now been read to me, I 
" confirm before the face of God omnipotent, omnifcient and true, to contain the 
" truth, as I defire that God may be my help at the end of my days. Without de- 
cc ceit or fraud." Perjury, I was told, is very uncommon among them *. 

In this city I had fome difcourfe wkh the great Dr. Haller. He afcribed the fick- 
nefs in EngliQi gaols to their being over-crowded. 

At Solothurn, the prifon (dated 1756) is built of a fort of marble from a quarry Solo- 
near the town. Many of the (tones are fix feet by two or three, and above a foot 
thick. The gaoler faid, " he always took off the irons from criminals that cameto 
him chained hands and feet/' There are fifteen roams about nine feet fquare, and 
eight feet high ; with a coach roof. The partition walls are all of the fame fort of 
marble ; the window is in the upper part of the wall, two feet by fix inches : German 
{loves in mod of the rooms. For thole guilty of lefs heinous crimes, there are rooms 
not quite fo ftrong, and more lightfome. Allowance, a pound of bread, and twice a- 
day foup. 

The magiftrates thought a conjlant fupply of water within the prifon- walls *fo needful, 
that although there is a fountain in the ftreet about ten yards from the prifon-door, 
they have placed another in the court. 

At Basil, the gaol for felons is in one of the towers. No prifoners; but many Basil, 
rooms ready with clean ft raw and blankets. Each prifoner (they faid) has a room 
to himfelf, in which he is constantly (hut up, except when conduced to the council- 
chamber for examination. One of the ftrongeft cells is in a room by the great clock, 
and is about fix feet high : the (trap) door is in the flat roof : the prifoner goes down 
by a ladder, which is then taken up : his victuals are put in at a wicket on one fide. 
When I was in the room, aad took notice of the uncommon ftrength of it, the 
gaoler told me a prifoner had lately made his efcape from it. I could not devife 
what method he took, but heard it was this. He had a fpoon for foup, which he 
fharpened to cut out a piece from the timber of his room : then by practice he 
acquired the knack of finking his door, juft when the great clock ftr-uck, whiclv 
drowned the noife : and in fifteen days he forced all the bolts, Sec. But attempting 
to let himfelf down from the vaft height by a rope which he found, the rope failed 
him ; and by falling he broke fo many of his bones, that the furgeons pronounced 

* \Vill it need an apology if the mode of publifliing the ajfize of bread in thU city be juft mentioned } 
It is better than that at Vienna, and feveral other cities. In the middle of the window of every baker's 
ihep is hung up in full view, the bill on pafteboard, fpecifying the weight and price of three different 
forts of bread, and, a$ the bottom, that of the fine rolls. The bills are figned by the magiftrates* fecre- 
tary. If the price continues the fame the following month, the fecretary notes it on all the bills. I copied 
one of thefe bills, and purchafed the different forts of bread, which I found to be full or rather over weight. 
The prices were, white bread, lib. five creutzers ; houfehold, 1/6. four creutzer; and a quarter; trown 
bread, lib. three crcutzers and a quarter (a creutzer is near a halfpenny), 
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his recovery impoflible. But his bones were fet ; and with proper care he did recover, 
and was pardoned. 

At Zurich there is a Prifon for capital crimes (fituated in the middle of the 
river*)-; and a Houfe of correftkm, formerly a convent. In the latter, which is con- 
venient and fpacious, there were about fixty prifoners. Nineteen of the men worked 
abroad for the citizens, who paid them for their work, but not fo much as to other 
labourers. The reft were fpinning within doors, or working at fome trade. I obierved 
one ingenious woman colouring botanical prints. — They have a chapel, in which they 
attend divine worfhip, and are catechifed every Friday. Once a day, fuch of them 
as "do not work abroad, by the advice of one of the phyficians in this city, walk under 
arcades in a large fquare court, during which time their rooms are thoroughly aired, 
the doors and windows being thrown open. They have good bedding -f*, and they 
are well fupplied with vvheaten bread and foup every day, but no meat. 

The prifoners, on entrance, have the houfe clothes •, and their own are hung up, 
with their names, and the time of their commitment, noted upon them. — On in- 
quiring of one of the magiflratcs, if they banifhed any of their criminals? he feemed 
furprifed at the queftion, and afked, if I did not fee in the mountains many manu- 
factories ? 

Schaffhausen: I found no prifoners here except three in the houfe of corrcftion. 

From further confideration of the excellent manner in which houfes of correftion 
are conduced in this country, as well as at Bremen, Hamburg, Holland, he. by 
regents or infpectors, whofe motive for attending to their duty cannot be large f\la- 
ncs% ; 1 am ftill more confirmed in the opinion I before advanced (page 36.) that no 
mercenary views fhould be held forth to the perfons to whom fuch an important truft is 
committed. Nor can I doubt, that in our own country, as well as abroad, men 
might readily be found, who merely from a fenfe of duty, and love to humanity and 
their country, would faithfully and diligently execute fuch an office, with no other re- 
ward than the approbation of their fellow-citizens, and of their own confeiences. In 
fad:, we rind, that there is no want of refpcdlable perfons among us, to undertake the 
government of hofpltah and houfes of indujlty upon thele principles. 

* Here was only one'prifoner. The firft room was for examination ; in it were five different weights for 
torture, and if we may depend on tradition, the heavieft, which is one hundred and twenty pounds, was 
ufed in torturing a burgomafter of this city. 

t A falutary cuftom of bringing out the beds in fine weather, I fee praftifed in fome of the beft houfes 
in this country ; which is not properly attended to in England. 

t H The falaries of the feveral magiftrates are fo inconfidcrable, as not to offer any temptation on the 
u fide of pecuniary emolument : a fenfe of honour, a fpiiit of ambition, the defire of ferving their coun- 
" try, together with that perfonal credit which is derived from exercifmg any office in the adminiftration, 
M are the principal motives which aftuate the candidates to folicit a (hare in the magiftracy." Mr. CoxSs 
SL'tcbet of S wijirlanj ; / . 46 2 . 

GERMANY. 
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From Switzerland I returned to Germany in 1778, in order to vifiC fome prifons 
which I had not fcen in my former journies, particularly thofe in the free or Imperial 
Cities. 

At Augsburg, the prifon is on the fide of a hill, at the back of the town-houfc. Augsburg, 
It confifts of many cackots or fmall rooms, on three different floors. There is one for 
examination, and two for the engines of torture. There are alfo two dark dungeons 
for fuch as have been convifted of witchcraft : but they are in a very ruinous 
condition, and feem to have been a long time without inhabitants. — The condemned 
are brought three days before their execution into two light rooms, which open into 
a Roman catholic chapel ; where, however, if a prifoner be a Proteftant, a Lutheran 
minifter is permitted to attend him. 

The Houfe of Correftion confifts of buildings on tzvo fides of a fpacious court ; one 
fide for thofe of the Roman catholic religion, and the other for Proteftants, with 
a chapel for each. The rooms were all clean, and are white-waflied every year. 
Oppofite to the front windows in mod of the rooms, were high windows, of a femi- 
circular form, which were defigned for promoting a circulation of air. 

At Munich or Munchen, there are two prifons for criminals. One y in the Munich 
town-houfe, had in it fix men and two women prifoners K In a dark damp dungeon 
down feventeen fteps, were the inftruments of torture. 

The other, Ld Prifon de Iq, Cour, confided of about fifteen cells, twelve feet by 
feven, and a black torture-room. In this room there is a table covered with 
black cloth and fringe. Six chairs for the magiftrates and fecretaries, covered alfo 
with black cloth, are elevated two fteps above the floor, and painted black. Various 
engines of torture, fome of which are ftained with blood, hang round the room. 
When the criminals fuffer, the candles are lighted ; for the windows are fliut clofe, 
to prevent their cries being heard abroad. Two crucifixes are prclented to the view 
of the unhappy objefts. But it is too (hocking to relate their different modes of 
cruelty. Even women are not fpared *fs* 

la 



• Once a year, v& on All-faints day, any perfons arc permitted to enter and fee the prifon. There 
is a cuftom fimilar to this in Holland, at the/<?/> time. 

f This room feems much like the torture-room in Spain, defcribed in LimborcVs Hijlory of the In- 
m]lM** 9 tranflated by Chandler, vol. II. page 221, 410. edit. " It was a large under-ground room, 

S €t arched. 
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Munich. rn the houfe of correSion were about forty men and thirty women ; fome weaving 
wide cloth, but moft of them fpinning. The keeper ordered his fervant to attend 
me with charcoal and frankincenfe ; a certain fign of negligence and inattention, 
which the countenances of the prifoners confirmed. 
Hospitals. I was agreeably relieved from the pain excited by thefe fcenes, with the view of the 
two Hofpitah of Les Frcres and Les Sceurs de CharitL In the former were about 
forty beds; in the Latter, twenty: the wards were about twenty-fix feet wide. All 
was neat and clean, Ct III and quiet; and the great attention paid to the patients was 
every where apparent. I faw the operation of bleeding performed by the nuns 
with great dexterity and tendernefs. Over the foot of each bed a text of Scripture 
was infcribedj as in fome Italian hofpitals. 
Ratisbok. The prifon at Ratisbon or Regenfburg, is in the town-houfe. Many of the 
chambers are airy, and moft of them have ftoves. There are no dungeons, but 
three dark cellars for torture, at which two fenators, their fecretary, and the hang- 
man with his valets afiift. At Munich and moft other places, a furgeon alfo attends ; 
but I heard of no fuch cuftom here. 

At the back of the oiphan-houfe (in which were twenty boys and fifteen girls) is 
•the houfe of correfiion ; here I found only two women. 
Nuren- At Nuren burg, the prifon is under the town-houfe. There are fifteen fteps down 
to the gaoler's kitchen. The apertures for admitting light into the paflages of the 
dungeons, are level with the ground. This is one of the worft prifons I ever fawv 
The dark unhealthy dungeons, and the difmal torture- chamber do no honour to 
the magiftracy of this city. — The gaoler makes ufe of a low trick to prevent 
the efcape of his prifoners, by terrifying them with the apprehenfions of falling 
under the power of witches. In feveral of the German gaols there are dungeons 
for thofe that are accufed of witchcraft, but they feem to have been long difufed ; 
and I hope increafing light and good fenfe will foon entirely banifti the fears of 
witches, and confequently the witches themfclvcs. 

In one of the city-towers in which lunatics are confined, there are three or four 
rooms for ftiminals of higher rank.. 



" arched, and the walls covered witli black hangings. The candlefticks were fattened to the wall, 
M and the whole room enlightened with candles placed in them. — The inquifitor and notary fat at 
M a table, fo that the place feemed as the very manfion of death, every thing appearing fo terrible 
M and awful." 

* In this chamber on the wall is inferibed a gingling verfe, which I here infert, as perhaps no 

traveller but myfelf has ever feen it : 



Ad mala fat rat a, h<ec funt atra tbeatra parata. 



Over 
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Over the gate of the Houfe of Corre&ion at Nurenburg is this infcription : Nuren- 

BURG. 

Hie criminum frequent ia House 
Mortalmm dementia Correc- 
Compefchur dementia t i o n . 

Salva fori fententia. 

The prifoners were employed in grinding fpe&acle-glafles. The furplus of what 
they earn above forty creutzers, or eighteen pence a week each, they are allowed 
for themfelves. The men grind feven glafles in each hand. Some grind four 
hundred in a week, by which they earn fifty-two creutzers at thirteen for a hundred, 
and confequently each earns for himfelf twelve creutzers a week *. Some of the 
women were working gold and filver lace on cufhions. 

S C M W A - 

At Schwabach, in the margraviate of Anfpach, is a large houfe of corre&ion^ in bach., 
which were ninety-three prifoners. Some men here alfo were grinding glafles in two 
large rooms-, and others, in different apartments, were employed in polifhing fteel 
buttons for clothes, wire-drawing and making fpinning-wheels : and I was informed 
that twelve were at work on the road. The women were fpinning, the daily tafk 
injoined to each was fix creutzers, or two pence halfpenny. 

Such prifoners as have been publicly whipped are called infantes* and are diftin- 
guifhed from the reft, by having a particular place appropriated to them in the 
chapel, and by being made the laft in receiving the facrament. The chaplain refides 
in the houfe. 

This houfe was clean, and well regulated. The gaoler readily fupplied me with 
a book, containing an account of the regulations, &c. in which are fome liberal 
and fenfible remarks that appear worth tranferibing. 

It is obferved, that cl there is great error in expecting that a houfe of this kind 
" ftiould be able to maintain itfelf; fince with the ftrifteft ceconomy, a confnierabU 
" annual fum will be found neceflary for its proper fupport. M 

The greatefl: attention to ckantinefs is inculcated ; bathing rooms are provided 
for the prifoners-, and the expence of wqfhing for them is reckoned an objecft not 
to be regarded. — The neceflity for fick wards for both fcxes is pointed out. 

It is remarked to be " a very falfe notion, that a man who lives upon bread cud 
water can work hard and be kept in health accordingly, as will be fcen in the 
table fubjdined, a daily allowance of hot proviftons is ordered for the criminals. 

It is mentioned as an eflential point to preferve order, and prevent abufes, " that 

one of the city magijlrates fhould every week in rotation vifit the houfe, and clofely 
" infpeft every thing relative to its management/' 

* That this is a very unhealthy bufmefs is evident from the countenances of thofe whom I faw 
thus employed, and from the difagreeable fenfations I alway received from the dull in the rooms 
where they were grinding. The medical gentlemen prefenbe bleeding and phyfic to thefe pcrfons 
two or three times a year. 
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Schwa- The account of the daily allowance to the prifoners was hung up in the dining- 



room * 



Bay- In a large Houfe of CorreElion near Bayreuth, in Franconia, the men were all 

* EUTHt working on marble, which is found in the neighbouring mountains. — Many 
were employed at the poliQiing bench, two on each flab. Others were varioufly 
engaged, in finifhing, filing, or carving ; or in cutting proofs or famples at the 
wheels ; or in working on tobacco-boxes, fhuff-boxes, &c. A large warehoufe 
contained the goods they had finilhed. — Some fpecimens of the feveral forts of the 
marble I brought home. — In fummer, many of them are employed in fawing without 
doors; but in winter, they work in rooms: for were they to attempt this work 
abroad, a fudden froft might endanger the materials, but would certainly render it 
impoflible to ufe the faw. The pale countenances of the prifoners were a fign that 
their work was laborious, and that the keeper had the whole profit. 

My ingenious friend and colleague, the late Dr. Pother gill, propofed a fcheme ot 
this kind for the employment of our convids, and pointed out many of the advantages 
which might attend the execution. It was printed in the Gazetteer^ Sept. 30, 1776.. 



• Regulations of the daily hot provifions for thofe prifoners who are fet to hard labour in. the houfe of 

correction at Schvvabach. 

Sundays. In the fummer months, half a pound of beef with half a pint of greens. 
And in the evening, a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread. 

In the winter months, half a pound of meat with a pint of four krout. 
And in the evening, a pint of foup with eight ounces of bread. 
Mondays. In fummer, dumplings of wheaten flour. 

And in winter, peafe. 
'Tuefd&ys. In fummer, peafe and peeled barley. 

In winter, turnips, or potatoes. 
Wednesdays. In fummer and winter, boiled millet. 
Thurfdajs. In fummer, butter foup. 

In^uuinter, fweet cabbage. 
Fridays. In fummer, dumplings of wheaten flour. 

In winter * potatoes ; and in the evening, foup with flour. 
Saturdays. In fummer, peafe. 

And in <winter , peafe and peeled barley. 
Further. Unto each of the faid prifoners in the- evenings, butter ; and daily, two pounds of bread 
and half a meafure of beer. 

For thofc who are put to flight labour the diet is fimilar, except that each has only a pound and a 
half of bread daily, and no butter or beer: and on Mwdays and Fridays, they have frumenty gruel, 
inftcad of dumplings. 

To vagrants, and thofe who earn their bread by flight labour. 
Sundays, Dumplings and foup for fuppcr. 
Widnfedays, Millet boiled in milk. 

On the other days, no hot viftuals. 

To each daily, one pound and three quarters of bread. 

The 
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The women were fpinning worfted, and appeared obje&s of compaffion. Their Bay- 
dirty rooms, fickly looks, and cutaneous complaints, evidently befpoke inattention REUTH - 
and negledt*. 

In the Houfe of correction at Wurtzburg were fifty-four men and thirty- fix women Wurtz- 
employed in a well-regulated woollen manufadlory. In one part of the houfe they BURC * 
were fpinning; in another, picking and carding wool ; and in another, weaving wide 
cloth for the foldiers, and alfo flocking and waiftcoat pieces. The wheels were 
larger than our fpinning-wheels, the diameter being four feet. Here, and at moft 
houfes of this fort, are large looms, fix feet feven inches wide, and two perfons 
work at each loom. In a warehoufe, the manufacturer (for all fuch houfes have 
a manufadurer) (hewed me feveral pieces of cloth for the under officers, the artillery, 
the foldiers, and the hofpital or poor-houfe. The women were all fpinning or 
carding in one large room. As their fpinning was of various kinds, there was 
a room with cupboards, where each performs work was laid up feparately. The 
talk for each man or woman was eight creutzers, or three pence halfpenny a day. 
Here is a Roman catholic chapel, and the prieft lives in the houfe. — Roman catholic 
prifoners are fometimes fent hither from other co intries, for their term of confine- 
ment, as thofe of a different perfuafion are fent to Bayreuth. 

At Hanau, the galley-flaves (fo called) are diftinguifhed into honnetes and Hanav. 
dejJwnnetes. The former are condemned for three, four, feven, nine, fourteen years, 
according to their crimes; but the term is fometimes fhortened on account of good 
behaviour. Thefe wear a brown uniform ; and a fmall chain from the girdle to one 
leg. The latter are fuch as. have committed capital offences. Thefe wear a white coat 



* I have a book of the regulations : but of what advantage are the belt rules when not enforced ? 
It may be of ufe, however, to give fome idea of the nature of thefe regulations, which feem, on the 
whole, well planned. After mentioning that the two fexes are to be kept feparate, and alfo the 
honnetes from the infames ; a chapter is given, treating on the Means of Correction, under 
three heads. 

1. Religions inftruftioi, in which the Chaplain's duty is amply laid down. He is to read prayers 
twice a day, preach and catechife on Sundays, and employ the moll folemn and earneft exhortations 
occafionally. 

2. Labour. Idlenefs being juftly confidered as the fource of moft vices, great attention is paid to 
a conftant employment of the prifoners. The nature of this employment has been mentioned in the 
text; but I think it proper to quote one obfervation from the book of regulations, which is, that it 
ia of advantage to have part of the work of a kind that any perfon, though incapable of the common 
labour, may be employed in it. Such is the turning of a wheel* which even a blind man may perform. 

3. 'The various funiJhmenU of ihe refrafl:rj. 

A fubfequent chapter treats on DiEf, Clothing, and Cleanliness. The allowance is two 
pounds of wholefome bread daily, and fomething hot for dinner. Meat only on a few holidays. For 
the fick, there is an addition of four pfennings a day for board. All the money, however, is paid to ttk 
keeper , who finds the provifions. Concerning cleanlir.efs it is obferved, that the want of it not only 
occafions difeafes of the body, but alfo tends to the corruption and dtbafemznt of the mind, 

1 with. 
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Hanau, with one black fleeve ^ and have a chain from the girdle to both legs : they never 
work out of the town; and are put to the moft laborious and difagreeable employ- 
ments in it. The hours of work for both forts are, in fummer, from five to eleven, 
and from one to fix : in winter, as the weather and length of days permit. Allowance 
from ift of April to Michaelmas, two pounds and a half of bread a day: from 
Michaelmas to April, two pounds : and each man about two pence a day : and from 
a charity they have half a florin (about twelve pence halfpenny) a month. They are 
conftantly vifited by a deputy from the regency, who makes his report to the colonel 
every morning : and the colonel conveys it to the young prince, when he refides 
at Hanau. Of his kindnefs to them, the prifoners feemed duly fenfible ; and they 
fpoke with grateful refpeft of the attention Ihewed them by the amiable Princefs his 
deceafed mother, whofe memory will be long revered in that country. 

I afked more than one of the honnttes who were at work on the road, whether 
they liked to be thus employed, or would choofe to be confined in idlenefs? 
They readily anfwered, " Much rather be thus abroad at work." On Saturday 
afternoon thefe fweep the bridges, the entrances to the town, &c. They have 
a guard of four foldiers (bayonets fixed) a fubaltern, and the keeper. This is the 
guard, be the number of flaves more or lefs : when I faw them they were from 
ten to twelve. 

At fix in the evening, in fummer-time, they bring all their tools into a room in the 
prifon, and go to their chambers : the dijhonnetes on the ground-floor ; the honnetes above. 
But in this prifon there is not a feparate room for each man as in thofe to which 
they were at firft committed. Each flave has, befides the clothes above-mentioned, 
two pair of flioes ; two pair of (lockings ; and two fhirts. All are obliged to attend 
divine fervice on Sunday. The men, on my repeated vifits, looked healthy. 

The deJJjonnetes are not doomed to defpair : but for good behaviour are fometimes 
promoted to the rank of honnetes. I converfed with one, whom I found very cheerful 
for a late advancement of that kind : in confequence of it, he was working on 
the road. 

There is another Prifon, La Tour de Margueretta: fo called from the firft perfon 
confined in it. It has four rooms on each of the two floors; but they were 
all empty. 

Cassel At Cassel, there is alfo a Prifon for galley-flaves under fimilar management, 
RisoNs. ^ not k we jj con( j U( ^ e( j - Q ne c i rcum ft ance ft rU ck me as worthy of remark. In 
a new church juft built, there is a gallery with two feparate feats for the honnetes and 
defhomitesi though the "whole number, when I was there, was only feventeen. 

Here is alfo a large Houfe of correlation, with a work-room one hundred and ten 
feet by twenty-five, and twelve feet high. It was built by Charles, grandfather 
to the prefent Landgrave. I (hall not, however, enter into a minute detail of the 

difcipline 
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difcipline in this houfe, as many others are better conduced ; and the account of 
them is more particular. 

At Francfort (on the Maine) there are five Prifons. One is for debtors, where Franc 
I found only three, who were alimented at ten creutzers, about fourpence a day, 
payable by their creditors. 

The Prifin called Ld Tour de St. Catharine was empty. Here is a lightfome room, 
to which criminals are generally brought from the great guard prifon, juft before 
their execution. The men are hanged, and the women beheaded ; but executions 
are very rare in this city. 

In the Houfe of correction (near the work-houfe) were three prifoners, two women 
and a man. The man was at work with two or three others in the court, beating 
to powder a porous (tone, which is worked up with water, and makes, when dry, 
a hard cement or coat of plafter. The two women were employed in the work-houfe. 

At Man heim, Monfieur Babo> counfellor to the regency, very politely crave orders 
to fliew me every room of La Maifon de Force. Prifoners committed to this houfe heim. 
are commonly received in form with what is called the Men-item (welcome). A 
machine is brought out, in which are fattened their neck, hands, and feet. Then 
they are ftripped ; and have, according as the magiftrate orders — the grand venu 
of twenty to thirty ftripes — the demi vend of eighteen to twenty — or the petit vend 
of twelve to fifteen : after this they kifs the threlhold and go in. Some are treated 
with the fame compliment at difcharge. The like ceremony is obferved at many 
other towns in Germany* 

The houfe was clean. Fifty-two men, and forty-nine women in feveral rooms : 
all at work-, either at their own trades, as fhoe-makers, tailors, weavers, lapidaries; 
or at one of the manufactures of the houfe : which are coarfe cloth and cards. Not 
one idle- They have but Little time to earn any thing for themfelves : yet though 
they work entirely for the houfe, their labour does, not maintain it. 

The rules and orders are good. I have a copy of them. The two laft are to this 
effeih nth. As it is of the utmoft importance in fuch houfes as this, to obferve all 
poflible cleanlinefs ; it is required of all perfons to watch moft ftriftly againft all 
appearance of the contrary. Whoever fees the leaft offence of that kind, (hall give 
immediate notice of it to the infpeftor, upon pain of clofe confinement on bread and 
water> and the moft rigorous chaftifement. 12th. That no one may be able to plead 
ignorance of the rules, one copy of them fhall he given to every prifoner, and another 
hung up in his room ; and they (hall be read publicly every Sunday morning after 
divine fervice. It is ordered that the difobedient be punifhed ; and that encourage- 
ment be given to the dutiful and diligent. 

The doors are all numbered; and the keys marked with the correfponding number. 
Allowance to moft of the men, two pounds of bread, foup, and a quart of good beer-* 
and, except in Lent, half a pound of meat. Women have a pound and half of bread : 

other; 
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Man- other articles as the men. The fick are indulged with white bread, veal, fee. 
hfim. They have all of them clean linen once a week : it is walhed by the women prifoners. 

The keeper makes, every morning, a report to Monfieur Babo of the ftate of the 
houfe as to numbers, health, &c. 

A capuchin fays mafs in the chapel every morning. There is a gallery for men : 
- another for women, with a blind before it : another for orphans, of whom there are 
tety-fodr in a fort of hofpital at one end of the prifon. Proteftants and Jews are 
ordered to their private devotions : the latter are excufed from working on their fabbath* 
Stras- At Strasburg, in one of the five towers were three debtors: they informed me 
that they were alimented by their creditors ; that they had two pounds of good 
bread a day, and foup equally good. — I was much pleafed to find fo much of a liberal 
fpirit prevail in this city, that in the hofpital there were feparate chambers for 
JLutherans, in which they were allowed the attendance of their own minifters. 
ftfmrs At Mentz, La Porte de Fer for felons is five ftories high : two rooms on a floor : 
a lpacious landing-place in the middle, with oppofite windows, for circulation 
of air. The rooms are double-floored with oak plank, full two inches thick ; and 
each room has two doors, only three feet nine inches high. Thefe circumflances con- 
tribute much to fecurity. On one fide the door is a fmall iron wicket, to give in 
the daily allowance; which is two pounds of bread, foup, and (except in Lent) 
a little meat. Only one prifoner is confined in each room, who has two blankets ; 
and once in a fortnight, clean draw. This gaol ftands near the Rhine, and is 
not in the lead offenfive. 

In the Houfe of correftion all was neat, and fhewed the attention of the regency. 
On my taking notice to the keeper how clean his prifon was, he faid, " How can it 
46 be otherwife, when we have fo many women prifoners? Surely they muft keep the 
" houfc clean ?" Moft of the flour in the city is ground at a mill in this prifon ; 
at which the delinquents work two hours in the morning, and two in the afternoon. 
Over the door is carved a waggon drawn by two flags, two Umt 2 and two wild boars; 
with an iufcription explaining the device, which is, that if even wild bcafts can be 
tamed to the yoke, we ftiould not defpair of reclaiming irregular men. I faw the 
fame bafs relief at one or two other houfes of correftion. 

There is a feparate prifon for debtors, La Porte du Poiflbn, near the fifh-market: 
I found no prifoners in it. When there are any, they have daily at the creditor's cofl 
two pounds of bread, and about four pence in money. 

Every prifon at Mentz, has in each room, a German ftove ; which, in winter, 
is heated two or three times a day. Prifoners have clean linen once a week. On 
my taking notice to the brigadier of the police who went with me, how healthy his 
prifoners looked, he faid that " Some years ago, they were unhealthy; and the 
u regency removed them from the dungeons: upon which they recovered ; and ever 
" fince we have had them remarkably healthy." The dungeons are now totally difufed. 

It 
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It was hardly necefiary to inquire if the prifons were infpectcd by proper officers. Mentz. 
The keepers make a report every day to an attentive Lieutenant of the Police : and once 
in a fortnight the Cwfiilkr de Rcgencc, and the Secretaire and Confeilkr des Finances vifit 
all the prifons; hear complaints; and inquire if clothes, or anything neceffary be 
wanting. None of the keepers' fell liquor; but prifoners are allowed to fend out for a 
quart of beer a day. They are not permitted to have any fpirituous liquors. 

In the tower at Cologn, there were no prifoners either for debt or for capital Colock- 
offences. In this and many other cities, the magiftrates will not permit a debtor who 
has no effects to be confined. — This city has not the power of executing criminals ; but 
when they are condemned, they are delivered up to an high officer of the eleflor 9 s> and 
confined in a dungeon in his houfe. 1 I faw one thus confined when I was here fix years 



ago. 



In the Houfe of correfliou, the men were beating ftone to powder with fmall wooden 
mallets, as is praclifed at Francfort. The women were fpinning, or knitting 
{lockings. 

At Wesel^ which belongs to the King of Pruffia, there were ninety-eight Haves Wbsel* 
or convi<5ts ; they have a daily allowance of two pounds of bread, and when they work 
on the fortifications, or other public works, the value of three halfpence. 

The great prifon at Aix-la Chapelle was unoccupied. ^Aix-tA- 

In the guard prifon near the Maifon de ViUe there were two prifoners; one of whom 
was a very old man with irons on one hand, who was confined on fufpicion, and had 
twice fuffered the torture to force a difcovery of his confederates. 

Executions are not frequent in this city 5 *. Citizens are always executed by 
decollation, which is performed by the broad fword, as at Hamburg, Bern, Sec. 
and not by a machine, as in fome parts of Italy j nor by the axe, as in England, 
Denmark, &c. 

The two prifons (diftinguifhed by the names of the old and the new) near La Luge* 
Forte de St. Leonard in Liege, are on the ramparts. — In two rooms of the old prifon 
I faw fix cages made very ftrong with iron hoops, four of which were empty, 
(The dimenfions were feven feet by fix feet nine inches, and fix feet and a half high. 
On one fide was an aperture of fix inches by four, for giving in the victuals). Thefe 
were difmal places of confinement, but I foon found worfe. In defcending deep 
below ground from the gaoler's apartments, I heard the moans of the miferable 
wretches in the dark dungeons. The fides and roof were all ftone. In wet weather, 
water from the foffes gets into them, and has greatly damaged the floors. Each of 
them had two fmall apertures, one for admitting air, and another with a fhutter 
over it ftrongly bolted, for putting in food to the prifoners. One dungeon larger 

* In this and many other cities, the convidl knows not of his execution, till t^ree days before the time. 
Then he is conflantly .attended by his confeffor, and indulged in the choice of food. 

T than 
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Lir ge. than the reft was appropriated to the lick. In looking into this, with a candle, I 
difcovered a ftove, and felt fome furprife at this little efcape of humanity from the 
men who conftru&ed thefc cells. 

The dungeons in the new prifon are abodes of mifery ftill more fhocking ; and 
confinement in them fo overpowers human nature, as fometimes irrecoverably to take 
away the fenfes. I heard the cries of the diftraded as I went down to them. One 
woman, however, I faw, who (as I was told) had fuftained this horrid confinement 
forty-feven years without becoming diftra&ed. 

The cries of the fufferers in the torture-chamber may be heard by paflengers with- 
out, and guards are placed to prevent them from flopping and liftening*. A phyfi- 
cian and furgeon always attend when the torture is applied ; and on a fignal given by 
a bell the gaoler brings in wine, vinegar and water to prevent the fufferers from ex- 
piring. — " ¥be tender mercies of the wkked are cruel" Thus in the Spanifh inquifition, 
the phyfician and furgeon attend to determine the utmoft extremity of fuffering with- 
out expiring under the torture f. 

I will only add that in this prifon there are rooms appropriated to prifoners err 
penjion ; that is, to fuch as are confined by the magiftrates, at the defire of their pa- 
rents, guardians or relations. A fhocking practice ! which prevails alio in fome of the 
neighbouring countries. 

In the Mai fan de Force there were ninety prifoners, ranged in four rooms, and 
employed in a woollen manufactory of linings for foldiers clothes. Perfons live in 
the houfe who well underftand the bufinefs, and inftrutt the prifoners in forting, card- 
ing, fpinning, twifting and weaving. None of them were in irons. All had feparate 
beds, and were fupplied with good rye bread, meat three times a week, two quarts of 
beer for each, every day, and foup every other day. 

The chaplain, who lived in the houfe, favoured me with his company through the 
work-rooms, lodging- rooms, and the refe&ory. He entered into the true fpirit of 
this inftitntion, and lamented the inconvenience of the houfe, as not being built 
for the purpofe to which it is applied. He took notice of the propriety of folitary 
confinement for thole that were riotous and refra&ory at their firft coming ; for 
generally, he faid, " in four or five days they would become very tradable and fub- 
milfive." 

* The author of the Hiflory of the Inquifition at Goa tells us, cap. 23 : "In the months of November 
*' and December, I heard every day in the morning the cries and groans of thofe who were put to the 
** Queftion, which is fo very cruel, that I have feen feveral of both fexes who have been ever after lame. 
" In this tribunal they regard neither age nor fex, nor condition of perfons, but all without di£tin£tion are 
4i tortured, when 'tis for the intereft of this tribunal." 

See Chandler's Translation of Limiorch's Hijl. of the Inquifition, vol. II, page 222+ 
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In the Austrian Netherlands I found the prifons in general clean ; and no fick ' 
nefs prevailing in any one of them : and yet few of the prifons have a court : in mod 
of them every prifoner is confined to his room. In fome places, as at Antwerp, &c. 
the allowance to criminals is fcanty ; a pound and a half of bread a day , and a pound of 
butter a week : but the deficiency is fully made up by fupplies from the monafteries, 
&c. Debtors very few : they are alimented by their creditors. 

In the prifon at Antwerp there are two rooms for citizens ; and up ftairs there is Antwerp 
a cage, about fix feet and a half fquare, into which criminals are put before the torture. 
A criminal, while he fuffers the torture, is clothed in a long fhirt, has his eyes bound, 
and a phyfician and furgeon attend him : and when a confeflion is forced from him, 
and wine has been given him, he is required to fign his confeflion ; and about forty- 
eight hours afterwards he is executed. 

In a fmall dungeon is a ftone feat like fome I have feen in old prifon towers, in which 
it is faid that formerly prifoners were fuffocated by brimjlone, when their families wifhed 
to avoid the difgrace of a public execution. No perfon here remembers an inftance of 
this kind; but about thirty years ago there was a private execution in the prifon. In 
this prifon in 177S there were only two prifoners. — In November 1781 there were three 
prifoners for debt *, their allowance was three halfpence a day. 

The Clergy have a Prifon in this city, which is an old tower, three (lories high, 
to which perfons who come under their cognifance for adultery, inceft, &c. are 
committed. 

June 1 1 7S 3 , there was not one prifoner in this city. 

In 1778 here was a Houfe of correction. The river ran under it; on one fide were House 
the keeper's apartments; on the other, the warehoufe and the room for the Co ° F E 
magiftrates . On three fides of a paved court there were thirteen cells for the mm x tion. 
and over them were the rooms for the women. On one fide of the court were the 
young women who were put in by their parents or relations; and on the other, the 
criminals. All the men were employed in fpinning cotton; fo were fome of the 
women, and the reft in making lace. A pound of cotton at a time was delivered to 

* In foreign boufts of correSion there is a room appropriated to the ufe of the regents or magiftrates, that 
they may the more conveniently infpett and tranfaft the affairs of the houfe, 

T 2 each 5 



140 



FOREIGN PRISONS. 



Antwerp each; for fpinning which, thirteen foils * were paid. I found, by the books, that 
H °o^. SE at firft coming, fome did not earn more than feven or eight fous in a week, but foon 

Correc- a f ter t h e y earned from twelve to fourteen. Rye bread (to the value of half a Jiiverf 
each meal) and water, was their allowance; and whatever they had more than this, 
they were required to pay for out of their earnings. They were obliged to put on 
clean linen every week, towards wafhing which each paid a fou. The ftoves were 
heated twice a day, and candles and lamps were provided, at the expence of the 
magiftrates. 

There were three rooms for the ungovernable. One of them (the penitentiary 
room) had a floor made of pieces of wood laid edgeways four inches afundcr. The 
prifoner was chained in the middle of this floor, fo that he could move but a few 
fteps; and being allowed no fhoes or (lockings, whether he flood or lay down, he 
muft have been in a very uneafy pofture. This room therefore was dreaded by the 
prifoners. The other rooms were abodes fo dark and folkary, as to be almoft equally 
dreadful. 

The men were never fuffered to go out, except on Sundays and other holydays, 
when they went to the chapel, in which they had feats below. The women fat in a 
gallery, with a lattice of wood before them. Here, and alfo in the prifon, a table 
of regulations was hung up, which was read in public by the chaplain, the firfl Sunday 
after the entrance of every prifoner. — Thefe regulations confifted of thirty-fix articles, 
from which I have taken the following extracts. 

" The prifoners muft be fubmiflive to the keeper and to his wife ; and if they 
think themfclves injured, muft complain to the regents. — The times fixed for rifing 
are, at half after fix in the morning from December ift to February 15th, and all 
the reft of the year at five, or half after five; but on Sundays and holydays at fix. — 
The times of meals are fixed at feven, twelve, and feven. The prifoners are 
allowed, at their own expence, at breakfaft a pint of tea; and at dinner foup or 
broth, or a pint of tea or fmall beer, and at fupper the fame quantity of tea or beer; 
and on Sundays and other holydays a certain quantity of boiled meat : and every 
week a pound of butter, and fruit to the value of half a (liver. — Every day the 
keeper is obliged to prepare two forts of foup or broth, and at feven in the morning 
to give the prifoners their choice of either fort, or none. — After fervice on Sundays^ 
the men are permitted to walk in the court, and the women in the gallery half an 
hour, under the infpeftion of the keeper and officers.— They forfeit half a (liver, 
every time they curfe or fwear, or make a difturbance in the chapel ; and alfo eveiy 
time they are not up in half an hour after they are awakened by the keeper, and 
for every hour they fleep longer.— If they perfift in infulting the keeper or his wife 
after admonition, they pay a ftiver, and arc alfo punifhed by having their doors or 
windows fall clofed up. If they make any noife or difturbance after nine at night 

• A fou is about a halfpenny, f A Jliver is about a penny. 

to 
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to break the rejl of their fellow-prifoners, they are ordered to forfeit a fchclllng **, and Antwerp. 

to be punched at the difcretion of the regents : who are Jikevvife empowered to make 

fuch alterations as they think proper in the rules : and in cafe of ficknefs or old age, 

to give indulgences to the prifoners, with refped to their diet, times of rifing, &c." — 

In November 1781 the regulations fliil hung up in the chapel, though the prifoners 

were removed to Vilvorde. 

The Hofpltal of St. Elizabeth has a lofty ward for each fex; yet, as the upper Hoc r it a l. 
windows do not open, thefe wards are offenfive. The beams and joifts are not 
plaftered. The beds have no tefters; as all have (improperly) in the infirmaries in 
Holland. 

In the Orphan-houfe the bed-rooms were large, and had oppofite windows. The Orphan- 
beds were laid on boards highly varnifhed, on iron bed (leads (five feet eleven inches house. 
by three feet feven) and placed in the middle of the rooms that the windows may be 
kept open. The bed-rooms and refedtories were quite clean. 

At Mechlik, one of the beft rooms in the Prifon is for debtors : but none in it. Mechlin; 
In 1778 there were three criminals up flairs, and in J781, five: no dungeons. 
Allowance, two threepenny loaves and a pound- of butter weekly : on Sunday 
a pound of meat, and fome foup : three pints of fmall beer daily. Straw, and two 
blankets. Firing from the ift of November <o the ift of May. Clean linen every 
week from a charity. The mode of torture I will not defcribe; it has not been ufed of 
late years. 

At Brussels, in 1778, there were twenty-four in the Prifon La Porte de Halle, Brusssls 
in twenty-four chambers (feven feet and a half by feven), diftinguiftied by the letters 
of the alphabet. Each prifoner had a feparate room : daily allowance, two pounds 
of bread (pain d'ammunition) and fome foup:- on Sunday,- except in Lent, a pound 
of meat. A keeper of the houfe of correction was committed to this gaol for abufe 
of his truft. There were forty-nine prifoners, June 17, J 783. In fome large rooms 
there were five or fix men, and in one room at the top of the houfe ten women (va- 
grants). Here is no court-yard. The torture is not abolifhed : the gaoler told me 
lie had feen a man fuffering on the torturc-Jlool for forty-eight hours. 

Debtors are fent to another Prifon (Treurenbergh) ; the creditor is obliged to advance 
a month's aliment. In 1778 I faw there an EngliQiman, who had his wife and two 
or three children with him ; but they were not permitted to flay at night. 

At the gate De Laeckcn is the Bijhop's prifon. On the firft floor there is a chapel,, 
and a large hall with feven fmall rooms or rather cages with apertures to them. 

* h/chdling is about fix-pence. 

t The prifoners have the choice of two forts of bread. As the gaoler could not tell me the weight, 
1 bought both forts in the city. A threepenny loaf of the fineft, weighed exactly three pounds, and of the 
other, four pounds ten ounces. 

Over 
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Brussels Over thefe arc fix rooms a little bigger for women- June 17, 1783, there were here 

Prisons. . r 

no priioncrs. 

At the gate D'Anderlecht there is a Prifon for petty offenders, who are committed for 
one or two, to fix weeks. Their allowance one fou or a penny a day. 
Hospital. The Hofpital of St. Jean for the fick is under the care of the Religieufe of S. Augujlin. 

The wards were clofe ; and at night, as the furgeon faid, " offenfive beyond de- 
fcription." 

In the Houfe of correflion in 1778, the prifoners were all employed ; and had then a 
careful and attentive keeper. Some tailors and (hoe-makers were at work; but moft of 
the men were occupied in the manufacture of paper-hangings; carving the moulds, 
grinding the colours, and ftaining the paper. The zvomen prifoners were entirely 
feparated from the men, and were employed in making lace. In December 1781, this 
houfe was empty, for the prifoners were removed to Vilvorde, where their apartments 
are not fo airy and convenient. 

The Hofpitah of St. Jaques and St. Guilllaumcj for the maintenance of poor travellers 
for three days, have been fhut thefe three years j yet the beds ftill continue in the two 
rooms of the latter % 

Vilvordk The Houfe of correftion which was building in 1778, near Vilvorde, for the 
H °of 5E provinces of Auftrian Brabant, is upon as large a fcale as any ftrnfture of the 
Correc- kind that I have feen. It is fituated near the great canal leading to Bruflels ; 

and is almoft funounded by water. The ground plot is re&angular, except a 
fweep before the court of the governor's houfe. The longer fides are about two 
hundred and ten yards*, the fhorter, about one hundred and fixty-feven. At the 
back of one of the longer fides, fronting the weft, I counted eighty windows on a 
floor, each two feet by one. There are the fame number oppofite, looking inwards 
towards the courts. Each of thefe belongs to a feparatc room or cell, near fix feet 
and a half by five and a half, and eight feet high ; and a long paffage eight feet and 
a half wide runs through each floor, into which nil the oppofite rooms open. Two 
floors of^this fide were finilhed, making three hundred and twenty rooms; there were 
two more unfinifhed, of the fame number of rooms. Each of the two fhorter fides 
has one hundred and feventy-fix rooms, of the lame fizc as the others, and on as many 
floors. Part of thefe fides were finifhed ; fo that, including fome rooms on each fide 
of the governor's houfe, about five hundred were ready of the nine hundred and 

* The ojjize of bread was hung up on the front of the Mai/on de Villi. 

Nov. 14, 1778, and June 17, 1783, fine white bread, 9 02;.— fecond fort, 10 os.— another fort, 11 03. for 
Qmjliier, or about a penny. — No price is fixed to the coarfe or brown bread, 

flt. 00. 

Nov. 3, 17S1, a fine white penny roll weighed o 9 

f white bread 1 1 2 

houfehold 2 6' 

coarfe rye 3 6 

ninety- 
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ninety-two. On fome vacant ground at the fhorter fides, more rooms will be built if ViLvo&DBr 
wanted. Of fo great importance is it wifely judged by thefe Provinces, to keep every 
prifoner at night by himfelf, that this vaft number of rooms is contrived that each may 
lodge one perfon only. 

On each fide the gate of the court before the governor's houfe, is a porter's lodge. 
Pri loners pafs this way to their refpedtive wards behind the houfe. Thofe committed 
for life are quite feparate from thofe who are for a limited term : and men totally fo 
from women; not only in their wards, zvork-rooms, and refeftories; but alfo in two 
diftinft cbcipeh. Thcfe chapels are o&agons of about thirty-five feet ; and on each 
floor the prifoners have a room looking into them. The work-rooms are numerous ; 
about forty feet by twenty : fome up flairs ; others under ground for weaving fine 
linen : but no prifoners fleep under ground. Stakcafes all ftone, fix feet wide ; fome 
dark cells for confining the refra&ory. A kitchen forty-feven feet by thirty-four : bake- 
houfe, and Jlaughter-houfe large in proportion, and commodious. Convenient apart- 
ments for feveral chaplains : and proper rooms for a military guard. Two fpacious 
infirmaries are defignedr 

In December 1781 there were in this new Houfe of correction a hundred and fixty- 
eight men and eighty-fix women, clothed in an uniform of light-coloured cloth. They 
are divided into three clafles ; and the clafs to which each of them belongs, together 
with the number that diftinguifhes his room, is marked in red, on his clothes and 
linen* The principal employment of both fexes was fpinning cotton ; but fome of 
the men were weaving, others making clothes, or fhoes ; and fome of the women were 
fpinning flax, others mending the linen, or making lace. — Moft of the floors are of 
a bad plafter, and cannot be wafiied. — There are feparate work-rooms and refe&ories 
to each clafs, which I found offenfive, the windows being all Ihut though the weather- 
was calm and fine. But the paflages, into which all the bed- rooms open, were much 
more offenfive. When 1 firft faw this houfe, I conje&ured this would be the cafe, and 
though I took the plan, I did not choofe to publilh it. 

While I was there a prifoner was brought in. He was immediately (haved— 
examined by the furgeon — waftied — clothed in the uniform — and then conduced to 
his clafs. 

There is a room for the magiftrates, but on account of its. diftanoe from Brufiels 
they too feldom attend. The countenances of the prifoners evidently befpoke inatten- 
tion and negledt. 

The regulations for this houfe were publifhed at Brufiels Feb. ir, 1779? in two 
edicts the firft for the diredtion of the governors, in French and Low Dutch ; the 
other for the difcipline of the houfe, in French, containing fixty articles, which are- 
well worthy of attention, in any country where fimilar houfes are erected. 

In the city of Alost is the gaol for the territory, which includes a hundred and ALoart 
thiity-feven villages. There were in this gaol, December 2, 1781, feven prifoners. 

4 Three* 
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Alost. Three were confined in a dark room, one, in another room ftill more horrid, and the 
remaining three in a ftrong cage ; notwithftanding which, two qf th^fe three were 
loaded with irons. They are never permitted to go out : one, faid he had been con- 
fined fourteen months, and another, feven. Their victuals are given in at a fmall 
aperture at the bottom of the door. Their pale fickly countenances befpoke inhuma- 
nity and mifery. — June iS, 1783, there were four men and one woman. 

Ghent At Ghent, in the prifon called De Mamelocker*, near the fuperb Maifon de Fille, 

R I SO K S • 

each criminal had from the city about four pence halfpenny a day : and provinon 
being there about one third cheaper than in London, fome of them faved a little out 
of that allowance after paying for the weekly wafhing of their linen. — In 1781, I 
found that their allowance was not in money but in provifions. — June 17, 1783, here 
were five debtors, and thirty-four criminals. This prifon is made very offenfive by 
die fewers. — The torture is not abolifhed : lately, a man fat twenty-four hours on the 
edged JlooL 

In a Prifon, governed by the magiftrates for the States, criminals had four pence a 
day. In each of the prifons the keeper had from the magiftrates two pence a day for 
the cuftody of every prifoner. In the two prifons in 177S were four debtors, but now 
this prifon is difcontinued, and the prifoners are fent to the Mamehcker. 

In the Bijhop's prifon, at the back of his palace, there are feveral cages which open 
into fmall offenfive rooms. In June 1783, there were three prifoners. 

Here is a Prifon belonging to the rich monaftery of Beneditfines in the abbey of 
St. Peter. There were thirty-three friars in the houfe. This fraternity has many 
lordfliips, and part of the city in their jurifdi&ion. The prifon joins to the abbot's 
court-houfe. Three dreary dungeons down nineteen fteps : a little window in each: 
no prifoners. 1 went down in 1778; but my noting the dimenfions of the windows 
&c. fo enraged the keeper, that he would not indulge my curioficy any farther. — 
May 30, 1783, I found one debtor ; and was informed that there were three prifoners 
in the dungeons. 

The Houfe of correction for the city of Ghent is not fo commodioufly built, nor 
kept fo cTean as fome other Flemifh prifons : but there are very good rules of 
ccconomy, of which I have a copy. Every prifoner is examined at his firfl coming; 
and if he be not healthy, he is not put among thole that are fo. That the keeper 
may not be tempted to opprefs his prifoners, he is exempted from all taxes. The 
prifoners have a fet tafk of different forts of work : the profits of extra-work their 
own. The magiftrates meet in the prifon once a week to infpett it-, and to appoint 
the fort and quantity of provifion for every day of the week enfuing. They order the 
phyfician to fee that the fick have broth, and other nourifhment proper for them. 

* The name is derived from the fculpturc over the gate, representing a prifoner nourilhed by the breaft 
iff his daughter, as related in the Roman hiilory. 

The 
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The keeper provides it, and is paid by the magiftrates. I happened to go into the Ghent. 
priibn while they were there, and faw them employed as above. 

I fhall beg leave here, on account of the humanity of its inftitution, to digrefs from 
my fubje6l by taking notice of a nunnery in this place. The hojpitable man/ion is not 
inhabited folely by nuns 3 here is a foundation for the reception of twelve men who are 
infane, and fick aged women : the infane have, when requifite, affiftancc from their own 
fex ; and the tendernefs with which both thefe and the poor women are treated by the 
fitters, gave me no little pleafurfc. 

In the Rofptal in this city, there are two halls ; that for men (one hundred and eighty 
feet by fifty-three) is vaulted, and lofty as a church. 

There is at Ghent a new prifon building by the ftates of Auftrian Flanders. It is a La 
houfe of corre&ion for thofe provinces (as that at Vilvorde for Auftrian Brabant) and is M ^ E 0N 
called La Mai/on de Force. It is fituated near a canal. The plan is an cftagon* : only Force, 
four fides finiftied: in one of them were, in 1775, one hundred and fifty-nine men 
criminals: in 17763 one hundred and ninety-one. Another of the fides is for women, 
of whom there were fifty-nine. In the middle of this court is a bafon of water, for 
walhing the linen of the houfe. 

On each of the four floors there is a corridor, or arcade, Fix feet nine inches wide, 
quite open to the air of the court ; which, however, is not attended with any incon- 
venience, even in winter. In the recefs of every corridor, except the loweft, is a 
range of bed-rooms, fix feet ten inches by five feet four, and feven feet eight inches 
high: the door-way two feet. Thefe are uniformly furniftied with a bedftead (fix 
feet and a half by two and a half), a ftraw bed, a mattrefs, a pillow, a pair of fhects, 
two blankets in winter, and one in fummer. Each room has a little bench, and a 
fliutter to the lattice window (nineteen inches by fifteen, in the door) which, when 
opened and turned down, ferves for a table. In the wall is a little cupboard, two feet 
by one, and ten inches deep. All the rooms are vaulted, to prevent fire from running 
from ftory to ftory. — No perfon is on any pretence admitted into the bed-room of 
another. They have a clean fhirt once a week, and clean (heets once a month. The 
women have not feparate rooms. Some of theirs are ten feet and a half by nine and a 
half. 

In order to the admiflion of a prifoner, previous notice muft be given by the city or . 
province that fends him. When he comes, he is ftiaved and walhed : a furgeon examines 
him ; and if healthy, he is clothed with the uniform of the houfe, viz. a linen coat and 
breeches, and cloth waiftcoat, which are marked with the number of his room i to it he 
is conduced by one of the moft orderly of the prifoners ; who is appointed to that fervice, 
and who alfo acquaints him with the rules of the houfe. Commitment from one year 
to twenty or more, according to their crimes. 



• The plate in Count Hlaix's book appeared to me worth copying. 

U 
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Ghent A bell is rung in the morning to fummon the prifoners into the dining-room; in 
Ma^son the fummer at five; in winter the hour varies with the length of the days. Half an 

" hour after the bell rings, their names are called' over j and they go to prayers in a 
.Force* 

chapel. They are then allowed half an hour to breakfaft. At noon they have tv/a 
hours, for dinner, making their beds (which in fair weather they bring out to air) and 
for recreation. I was prefent during the whole time the men criminals were at dinner, 
and much admired the regularity, decency, and order, with which the whole was con- 
duced. Every thing was done at a word given by a director; no noife or confufion 
appeared and this company of near one hundred and ninety ftout criminals was governed 
with as much apparent eafe, as the mod fober and well-difpofed affernbly in civil fociety„ 
At night they have an hour for fupper, &c. The bell gives notice of all thefe fucceflive 
hours : it is rung at a window over the gate-way by a centinel, who there overlooks the 
whole court 3 and, Ihould there be any difturbance, is to give the alarm to a company 
who keep guard. — There are eight fmall rooms ( cachots ) without beds, for the punifti- 
ment of the refradtory ; but I always found them empty. 

On the ground-floors of the building are work-rooms. Thofe for the men are too 
fmall for the looms, &c„ The women's work-room is one hundred and feventy feet 
long,- twenty-fix wide, and nine to the fpringing of the arch. In this, many were fpin- 
ning and combing wool, mending linen, &c. Others were waftiing the linen in places 
proper for that purpofe. 

An exadt account is kept of every circumftance relating to each man's work, in a 
book that has fourteen columns. 

The ift column contains the names of prifoners. 

1. The fort of fluff on which each man is employed 5 as fhalloon, cloth, dimity , 6?c. 

3. The number that is marked on the piece. 

4. The day it was begun. 

5. The day it was finifhed. 

6. Meafure of the whole piece. 

7. J^umber of working days the prif oner was upon it. 

8. The tafk due per day. 

9. Surplus work upon the piece beyond tafk. 

10. Price of the piece per ell. 

11. Objervations % on occafonal circumflances : fuch as ftck, lame y difficult work, frfi 

piece, 

12. Payment to prifoners for furplus work. 

13. 'Deficiency of tafk. 

14. Punifhment for the default. 

This laft column is written by the magiftrates themfelves. I faw In it— often, excufe— 
fometimes, make up in next piece— fometimes, to work alone— to bread and water— fcldom, 
to rafping logwood. The daily allowance is two pounds of bread; fome foup of beans, 

peafe, 
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peafe, &c. with wheaten bread in it ; and, except Friday and Lent, half a pound of cold Ghent 
meat. Each prifoner has alio the value of our farthing, for which he can buy near rIaVson 
two pints of fmall beer ; or fomewhat elfe which the victualler of that prifon is allowed 
to fell, and deliver to them at a wicket in the wall. Spirituous liquors are exprefsly 
prohibited : and fo is wine, unlefs it be ordered by a note from the phyfician. It is 
not allowed to give any thing direftly to the prifoners : but there is a box into which 
money may be put; and at ftated times it is equally diftributed among them. Cards, 
dice, and all gaming are ftri&ly forbidden : and there are excellent rules for preventing 
all quarreling ; mending their morals; preferving their health ; and making them for 
the future uieful in fociety. To tranferibe all the rules would to moft readers be 
difagreeable. Such as wifh to fee them will find them, together with more particulars 
of this noble inftitution, in two editts printed in folio at Ghent in 1773 and 1775 ; both 
in French and Low Dutch : and in a book in quarto written by Count Vilain XIV. 
and offered to the government in 1775. The title of it is Memoire fur les May em 
de corriger les Malfaiteurs et Faineans a leur propre Avantage et de les rendre Utiles a 
VEtat. 

I faid tranferibing all the rules at length, would be tedious ; for this reafon I have 
only given extraCts from thefe, and from thofe made for other foreign prifons. I have 
complete copiefc of them, and of others which I have not mentioned fome printed, 
others manufcript, which I will readily fhew to any gentleman who has leifure and in- 
clination to ftudy the fubjeCL 

I revifited this prifon in 1778 with one of the magiftrates, and found that they 
were ftill carrying on a well-regulated manufactory. There were two hundred and 
eighty men prifoners, and one hundred and feventeen women. Thefe latter had on 
the houfe cloches, and were at work. Moft of them were fpinning or knitting, ranged 
in proper order, attentive and quiet. I was informed that all the prifoners were al- 
lowed one fifth of their earnings for themfelves. I brought home fpecimens of the 
cloth, as I did of the paper from Bruflels ; which I mention, becaufe I know an idea 
has prevailed, that no manufacture can be carried on by conviCts to any valuable 
purpofe. 

I have been very particular in my accounts of foreign houjes of correction, efpecially 
thofe of the freeft ftates, to counteract a notion prevailing among us, that compelling 
prifoners to work, efpecially in public, was inconfiftent with the principles of Englifh 
liberty 3 at the fame time that taking away the lives of fuch numbers, either by execu- 
tions, or the difeafes of our prifons, feems to make little impreflion upon us. Of 
fuch force is cuftom and prejudice, in filencing- the voice of good fenfe and hu- 
manity ! 

The number of criminals in December 178 1, was two hundred and fix. They 
were fpinning — weaving — making nets — making and mending clothes — or working 
in the bake-houfe and kitchen; and appeared clean and healthy, The doors of the 
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Ghent bed-rooms were open while they were out in the day-time, and none of the rooms 
™ La were in the lead offenfive. — In another quarter, the number of petty offenders was 

Ma i son * ..... 

d £ a hundred and fix, who were employed in the fame manner with the criminals above - 
Force. ment i one( } • except fome who worked as carpenters, turners, and fmiths, for the ufe of 
the houfe. — On the women's fide there were a hundred and fifty, who were wafhing — 
fpinning — making and mending the linen — or at work in the kitchen. Their bread, 
foup and meat were good and plentiful, and all befpoke the care and attention of the 
director. A lift of fuch prifoners as behave well is annually fent to the Emperor 
(about Good Friday) : in 1782 twelve received their pardon. — If, however, I venture 
to point out fome defe&s in fo good an inftitution, that others may avoid them, I 
hope to be excufed. — The building has too many ftories — the rooms and corridors 
are too low — the infirmaries are not fufficiently detached — there are not proper work- 
rooms, and thofe are fome fteps under ground — the women have not feparate dormi- 
tories — the fewers are improperly placed— the diftribution of provifions, being but once 
a day, is not frequent enough — and the bowls, being of wood, cannot eafily be kept 
clean. 

The two work-rooms that were lately erefted, were much more crowded than thofe at 
Vilvorde, and yet they were not like them, offenfive. This furprifed me at firft, till I 
confidered that the difference was owing, probably, to the clothes of the prifoners at 
Vilvorde being of wool, and the particular offenfivenefs of the bed-rooms there. 

At my vifit in 1783, I found here a great alteration for the worfe^ the flourilhing 
and ufeful manufactory deftroyedj and the looms and utenfils all fold, in confe- 
quence of the Emperor's too hafty attention to a petition from a few interefted 
perfons. — That which ought to be the leading view in all fuch houfes is now loft in 
this houfe. — Many formerly afcribed the comfort and happinefs of their lives to the 
trades they here learned, and the attention here paid them ; but now, the men and 
women (the former three hundred and twenty-fix in number and the latter a hundred 
and fifty) do not earn, one with another, feven farthings a day. Their victuals are 
alfo reduced; the meat from half a pound to fix ounces, and greens from three to two 
farthings-worth a day. Their bread, made in the houfe, is now ammunition bread.— 
In confequence of this vile policy I found the afpett of the prifoners quite changed ; 
nor could I wander to hear that a quarter of the houfe is foon to be fitted up for an 
infirmary* 

Brvces. At Bruges there is to the Prifon a court-yard for criminals, and another for debtors: 
but the former are never let out. Each fort has a daily allowance in money, about 
three pence halfpenny Englifh ; provifions rather cheaper than in "London : a clean 
fhirt every week. Debtors have the allowance from their creditors ; who alfo pay the 
. keeper a fmall fee at the entrance of the prifoner, and a penny a day during his 
confinement. No dungeons. Two things are remarkable in this prifon, and well 
worth imitating. One is, the care they take of the Jtck. There are two medical books, 
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one for the city, the other for the Jeigneuries or lordlhips, which are governed by Br 
different magiftrates, but the prifon is common to both. The phyfician at every 
vifit enters his prefcription in the refpe&ive book, which is carried to the apothecary - 9 
who, after copying the recipe, fends the book back again ; and it is kept in the 
room where the magiftrates meet to hold a court of judicature, infpedt the prifon, 
&c. I fpent fome hours in looking over them. The prefcriptions are written with 
regularity for many years paft. Bark and cordials were almoft conftant ingredients 
in the recipe. They are not troubled with infectious diftempers but perhaps the 
phyficians are fomewhat apprehenfive of them, and order thofe preventives with 
fuccels. The phyfician orders a furgeon to attend them when the cafe requires one: 
and at his order alfo the keeper provides for the fick, foup, white bread, &c. the 
magiftrates allowing for this fourteen pence a day, to continue till countermanded by 
the phyfician. Some fick prifoners have been many weeks 'thus liberally provided 
for. 

The other exemplary pracftice is, their care of legacies and donations. In the council- 
chamber, under a pi&ure reprefenting vifiting the fick, feeding the hungry, and reieafmg 
the prifbner, there is in a frame a printed lift of all charities given or bequeathed to the 
prifoners from the year 13 15 to 1734; with the names and intentions of the feveral 
donors : and in another fmall frame is a memorial of the time at which each bequeft is 
to be diftributed. 

In December 178 1, here were three debtors and fixteen criminals. 

In the Rafp-boufe, Dec. 17 81, there were fifty-eight men who were fpinning and R 
weaving. Each has his dormitory over the work-rooms. The rooms of the turnkeys 
adjoining, are furniftied with alarm-bells. One of the prifoners had been confined 
thirty-four years, for an attempt to fet fire to this houfe; fince which the ceilings 
have been arched with brick between the joifts. — This houfe is under the care of four 
friars and four ftfters. — I afked one of the friars, how much the prifoners earned ? 
He anfwered, fome, feven pence a day, but, one with another, no more than twa 
pence. 

The Hofpital in this city is a very fpacious and airy room, with a wainfcot partition Ho 
or fcreen which divides the men from the women. — The great attention of the nuns 
diftinguifhes the hofpitals in Roman catholic countries. Their reclufe life gives 
them a pale look, and is the reafon, probably, why the wards of the patients are kept 
too clofes here however they look very healthy. There are twenty of them, who 
rife at four,, and are conftantly employed about their numerous patients. The 
direttrefs of the pharmacy laft year celebrated her jubilee or fiftieth year of refi- 
dence. 

Thefe fifters afked, whether I was a catholic ? I anfwered, " I love good people of 
all religions." Then, faid they, " we hope you will die a catholic/' 

The 
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Ostend. The prifon at Ostend, which is near the town-hp ufe, confifts of nine rooms, but 
no courr. May 27, 178 1, there were in it four debtors and feven criminals; and 
June 2i 3 1783, two debtors and four criminals. Eight pence a day is paid to the 
gaoler for each criminal and infolvent debtor, for which they have one pound and 
a half of bread, and an allowance of meat except on meagre days. The gaoler is 
allowed two pence a day for each, and fifteen pence at entrance, and difcharge. The 
chaplain officiates on Sundays and holydays $ he, and the furgeon are paid by the 
city. 
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Portugal. Imprisonment for debt is prohibited in Portugal by an ordinance made in 
1774. There is an entire feparation of the fexes in prifons and infirmaries. No garnifli 
is taken in prifons ; but I found the bad cuftom prevalent here of detaining prifoners 
for the gaoler's fees ; thofe fees are often paid by a charitable fociety called the Miferi- 
cordia. Many from the firft families in the kingdom are of this order. They fend 
provifions twice a week to feveral prifons 5 and, like the Confraternita della mifericordia 
at Rome, pay great attention to capital convi&s. Criminals here are often kept in 
confinement for feveral years before they are brought to trial 3 and fometimes, even after 
being tried and condemned, they lie in prifon fome years before they are executed ** I 
faw fome convids at Lifbon going from prifon to embark for the fettlements in the 
Brafils. Such convi&s as are defigned for India are enrolled as foldiers, and fcnt to a 
houfe (or hofpital) on the other fide of the river, where they are kept fome weeks, to 
bathe > and to be better clothed and fed, that they may be properly prepared for their long 
voyage. 

Lisbon The great Prifon at Lisbon, Limoiero, (formerly a palace) is defigned for the 
Prisons. rece ption of prifoners from the provinces as well as from the city. There were feven 
hundred and feventy-four, on Feb. 21, 1783. In one of the lower wards there were 
feventy criminals, but none in irons. On the firft floor there were many who paid 
for better accommodations, and received no donations from the mifericordia. Here 

* Before the Marquis of FcmbaVs admin iftration, gaolers ufed often to let their prifoners out on their 
parole* One thus favoured, was ordered for execution feven years after he had been condemned. On the 
gaoler's fummons, he immediately returned to the prifon from his work in the country. For this punctual 
regard, to his promife he received a pardon. 

civil 
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civil and criminal caufes are tried in a large hall called Caza da Supplicafem, which the Lisbon 
prifoncrs ufe for a day-room and lodging-room: the courts of juftice are opened at SON84 
eight or nine in the morning. There are two infirmaries, one for each fex : in that for 
men there were eighteen perfons, in fingle beds with proper bedding: their room looked 
towards the river, and was ipacious, clean and airy. In the room for the condemned, 
the beds were in receffes. Over thefe, in a large gallery latticed, there were beds for 
the fick from the fecrete or private chambers. — In this country, and alfo in Spain, one 
Jeldom fees glafs windows ; but in prifons, never. 

In the Prifon at the caftlc, the wards below as well as thofe in the great prifon, are 
defigned for thofe that cannot pay ; and the firft floor for thofe who pay a ftipulated 
fum. Several fmall rooms open into a common paffage, in fome of which (the fecrete) 
the prifoners are clofely confined. There is no court-yard either to this prifon or to 
that called Limoiero (lemon grove). 

The ecclefiaftical Prifon ( Aljube ) y near the great church, is under the jurifdi<£tion of 
the Patriarch. It confifts of four rooms and a fmall chapel. Here were confined fix 
priefts, and three women. In this and the other prifons, the prifoners may be converfed. 
with through the iron grates : but I always went into the prifons. 

In a Prifon by the rope-walk near the river, many of the nobles and priefts were con- 
fined in the time of the marquis of Pombal's adminiftration. Here, nineteen vaulted 
rooms open into a paffage : I meafured fome of them, they were about twenty feet by 
nine. The wall was fix feet two inches thick. In the entrance to each room there 
were three doors ; the middle one was an iron grate with round bars. Over each of the 
doors there was an aperture to admit light, except in two rooms called fecrete y which 
were totally dark *. 

The Prifon at Bellem (about two miles from Lifbon) has four rooms below, and Bellem 
feveral on the firft floor for thofe who pay. Criminals lefs atrocious than thofe fent to * W0Ii * 
Limoiero are here confined. The prifoners fubfift by charitable donations 5 and the 
gaoler told me, that he had a right to a fee from every one difcharged. 

In the Arfenal are four large rooms for the (laves or convidls, molt of whom are Lisbon 
Moors. Some work at the rope-walk, others fetch water, a few are clofely confined, Arsenal* 
and three or four chained to one fpot; one of whom (an Italian) told me he had been 
thus confined eight years ; another, four years. The reft were chained two and two 
together, and thofe that went out had a long chain between them, which was taken 
off as foon as they returned into the arfenal. Their allowance from government 
was one pound of bifcuit a day, and fome rice, and half a pound of meat three 



• When the prifon of the inquifition was rebuilt after the earthquake of 1755* a f" ew perfons faw the 
rooms of confinement. One gentleman told me, that they open into a long paffage, like thofe at the prifon 
by the rope-walk, but were fmaller and under ground* 

6 times 
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Lisbon. times a week * . They were employed in carrying water to this prifon, the infirmary, 
and the great prifon - y and guarded by the military. 

The Infirmary for the marines and flaves confided of two remarkably good rooms, 
lofty, clean and quiet. The flaves had each a bed with fheets, and great attention was 
paid to them. 

Castle. A manufactory was begun in the Caftle about two years ago, for the employment of 
vagrant and deferted children^ in carding, fpinning, weaving, making lace, embroidery, 
&c. About a thoufand children were thus employed here. Such an inftitution may 
be a great advantage in a country like this, where young people are very much addidted 
to idlenefs. But would it not be better, if greater numbers of them, were employed 
in the arts which are molt ufeful and neceflary ? 
Hospitals. The General hofpital of S. Joze 3 (formerly the Jefuits college) has fifteen wards for 
men and fix for women. The number of the former was five hundred and ninety- three; 
of the latter, two hundred and eighty. Some of the wards were fpacious (forty-fix feet 
wide), and had only two rows of beds, in recejfes. Thefe receffes open into a private 
palTage two feet nine inches wide. — The lower wards, particularly thofe for the infane, 
are too clofe. 

The Military hofpital of S. Joao de Deos (in which were one hundred and feventy-one 
.patients) was formerly a convent, and not ufed for an hofpital till fince the earthquake 
of 175 5. Here are (twelve) wards for different diforders, but moft of them I thought 
too clofe. 

The Englifh hofpital for merchants' feamen, (adjoining to their burying-ground) confifts 
of two or three rooms, in which at my firft vifit March 3, 1783, were feven patients. 
The rooms were clean, the vi&uals good. This hofpital has fix vifttors, each of whom 
attends two months. The names of the vifitors and their months of attendance for this 
year, I faw hung up in the ftudy of our worthy conful Sir John Hort, by whom this 
beneficial mode of infpe£tion was firft propofed. 

The Englifh marine hofpital is on the fouthern fide of the Tagus, which is here about 
two miles # over. The hofpital has two wards on the ground-floor, in which I found 
no patients : eight or ten Danifh failors had lately died here of a malignant fever. In 
the upper ward were fourteen Englifhmen, each of whom had a bed. The fide-wall 
was damp, the ground being ten feet high againft it, and all the rooms were very 
dirty. — -This hofpital is rented. — On many accounts, it fhould be on the Lifbon 
fide of the river, where every advantage of fituation might be chofen. Gentlemen 
would then undertake the infpe&ion of it; the head furgeon might daily attend; 
and our feamen here would not be fo liable as they are, to be decoyed into foreign 
fervice. 

* In this country the prifeners have a difpervfation to eat meat the two *rft days of Lent (i/z*. A(h Wed- 
nesday and Thurfday) fo that families may fend in to them, the remains of their flefh provilions. 

In 
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In the Mifericordia hofpital for foundlings y there were between eighty and ninety chil- Lisbon. 
dren, mod of them Mocrs. They looked healthy and clean. Each nurfe had four 
infants under her care. There is a cradle on the outfide which turns on an axis, with a 
bell to give notice. — Baftardy in this country is attended with little difgrace, children 
not born in wedlock being allowed to inherit ; and this, perhaps, may be the reafon why 
the number of foundlings in this hofpital is fo inconfiderable*. 

The prifoners at Evora and Elvas fubfift by charity. Some of them had been Evoha. 
confined three, four, or five years, without being brought to trial f. 

The Hofpital at Evora had a recefs for the bed of each patient 5 thefe receiTes were 
lined with glazed tiles. The wards in it, as in all the hofpitals I faw in this country, 
v/ere much too clofe. 

Some of the prifons which I vifited, had a paflage to the ftreet and to the lodging- 
rooms, fecured on both fides by iron grates, at which moft of the prifoners were 
begging. 



SPAIN. 



I entered Spain at Badajoz, March 9, 1783. This country abounds with chari- Spa 
table inftitutions, and there are at prefent few or no beggars in it. Moft of the prifons 
have courts for men, with fountains or running water in the centre, and corridors for 
Jhade. The fame feparation of the fexes which I obferved in the Portuguefe prifons, 
takes place here ; and it is the cuftom likewife, as in Portugal, for the gaolers to 
demand fees of prifoners before they are difcharged. A condemned criminal, after the 
judges have made their report, is feldom pardoned by the king. After condemnation, 

* The price of bread at LifiSon, 
lb. oz. 

0 8 of fine white bread coft one Vintem. 

1 1 5 of brown — two V interns. 
Two Fintems are equal to two pence three farthings. 

t At Elvas the Marlhal de Falhre did me the favour to ftiew me the new barracks, &c. I could not but 
remark to him, that I was perfuaded, the clofenefs of them, as well as thofe under the ramparts, gave his 
foldiers their pale and languid look. He walked with me to a new fountain, and (hewed me the plan and 
intended infeription in honour of the chief magiftrate, for whom I told the Marrtial, I (hould have had an 
higher eiteem, had I not found poor wretches in the prifon, who never had been put on their examination 
or trial, for three or four years. 

X he 
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Spain* he is called from the other prifoners into the chapel, where his fentence is read to him 
by a fecretary, and a friar attends to exhort and comfort him, who never leaves him till 
he is executed. The fentence is generally read on Saturday, and the execution ordered 
for the Monday following. 

When a confeflion is extorted from a criminal by torture, it is read to him twenty- 
four hours afterwards, that he may either confirm or retradl it. But in fome of the 
provinces this lhocking practice does not take place. 

It is the cuftom at Madrid for two of the privy council to vifit the prifons ; and they 
often either reverfe or alter the fentences of the inferior judges. When I was there, the 
fentence of one condemned to the Prado prifon for eight years, was altered to four 
months ; another fentenced to the fame prifon for fix months, on account of his large 
family was difcharged. 

Asylums. Some of the churches in Spain are afylums for debtors and criminals. At Madrid 
there are only two, S. Sehaftian for men, and S. Luis for women. At the former, there 
were five perfons ; one of whom faid he had been there two years. At the latter, there 
was only one. A pavement round thefe churches, about three feet wide, is the verge 
of the privilege *. 

I found more attention paid to prifoners, and the prifons kept cleaner, in the capitals 
of Portugal and Spain, than in the provinces. 
Badajoz At Badajoz moft of the prifoners in one of the prifons looked unhealthy, and were 
r i sons. deferters and fmugglers. Their allowance of bread was a pound and a half per day. 

There is a Military hofpital belonging to this prifon, to which the fick are removed, and 
in which I faw eleven patients. The entrance to this hofpital is by a court 3 and moft 
of the wards open to an interior court like other Moorifh buildings. 

There is another prifon at Badajoz. The prifoners were begging at the grates; for 
they fubfift partly by alms, and partly by felling purfes, &c. which they make in the 
prifon. 

Talavera At Talavera there were three Ho/pit als. In the largeft (Cannon s ) the two wards 
ospjtals, fpaoious arK j a j r y B That for men had eight iron bedfteads, and the other fix. 

Adjoining to the men's ward, there was a neat room and bed for fick decayed eccle- 
fiaftics. 



* Dr. Moore, in his Vhw cf Society and Manners in Italy, judicioufly obferves, that, " the afylum which 
M churches and convents offer to criminals, operates againft the peace of fociety, and tends to the encourage- 
" ment of this (hocking cuftom (ftabbing) in two different manners : firft, it increafes the criminal's hopes of 
" efcaping; fecondly, it diminifiies, in vulgar minds, the idea of the atrocity of the crime. When the popu- 
" lace fee a murderer lodged within the facred walls of a church, protected and fed by men who are revered 
M on account of their profeffion, and the fuppofed fanftity of their lives; muil not this weaken the horror 
" which mankind naturally have for fuch a crime, and which it ought to be the aim of every government to 
"augment?" Letter XLlll. 

At 
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At Toledo there are two Prifous. In one of thefe there were only eight prifoners. Toledo 
But in the other, which was the principal prifon, there were, March 16, 1783, two Priso:;> - 
hundred and twenty prifoners \ mod of whom lay under the corridors in a fmall court : 
many were loaded with irons, and almoft all looked unhealthy. In the two fick rooms 
on the firft floor, feveral miicrable objedts were dying in their beds. On my obferving 
to the gaoler, that the prifon was crowded, he informed me, that a fortnight before it 
had been more crowded, a hundred having been then removed to the arknal at Car- 
thagena (in Murcia.) 

In the Hofpital of San Juan de Dios there is only one ward, in which there were fix Hospitals. 
beds, each of them placed in a recefs, eight feet by fix feet three inches. 

The Hofpital of San Juan Baptijla (founded by one of the archbifhops) is finely 
fituated at a little diftance from the city. It has fummer and winter wards for each 
fex, exaftly fimilar, except that the wards for fummer are more airy : the windows 
opening to the floor. The men's wards are twenty-four feet wide, with two rows of 
beds in lofty recejes, in each of which is a window for frefli air. The women's 
wards were clean, the furniture of their beds linen, but not placed, as the beds of 
the men were, in recdles. Adjoining to the wards there is a fpacious corridor for 
walking. 

The principal Prifon (La Carctf de Corte) at Madrid, has an elegant front % with Madrid 
this infcription, Reynando la Magefiad de Felipe IV. anno de 1634, con acuerdo del Prison - 
Consejo se fabric 0 este Care el de Corte para comodidad^ y seguridad de los presos. " In 
cc the reign of his majefty Philip IV. A. D. 1634, by direction of the Council, 
<f this Court Prifon was ere&ed for the convenience and fecurity of prifoners." 
The number of prifoners, March 22, 1783, was one hundred and forty men and forty 
women. There are many rooms on the upper floors about fifteen feet by ten, fome 
with ftone bedfteads, and iron hooks for chaining the prifoners. In fome of the 
rooms there were three or four prifoners, in others but one. Here are two courts ; 
one of them, in which were moft of the prifoners, was paved and had arcades on 
two fides, and a fountain in the middle j\ Some of the prifoners had irons on both 
legs, with a ftrong bolt between. Thefe lay on barracks in dungeons down twenty- 
two fteps. In one of the dungeons the gaoler has beds, which he lets to thofe 
who will pay him a real vellon and a half (4d.) a night. The women were in one 
large room; none of them in irons. In the infirmary 5 which was a large and clean 
room, the men lay fingle, and were not in irons. — The provifions were good 5 the 
bread fine, the allowance exattly one pound per day. The gaoler has the liberty of 
taking fome prifoners into his houfe, each of whom pays twenty- five doubloons for the 

* See Plate XVII. 

f Near the fountains in the Spanifh gaols are convenient Jlom troths, at which I generally faw the men 
wafliing their linen. 
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term of his confinement. He has rooms alfo for which fix doubloons are paid, befides 
a real vellon and a half a night for a bed. He can take off the irons of a prifoner, on 
the payment of two dollars, — The courts are held within the prifon. — The whole prifon 
was clean 5 and the gaoler, as I was informed by one of my countrymen there confined, 
whom I frequency vifited, is humane and attentive to his prifoners, who all looked 
healthy. 

The City prifon (La Cared de Villa ) is like the former, but has only one court-yard. 
There were in it about one hundred and twenty men and thirty women. The rooms 
and dungeons were very dirty and offenfive; and the walls of one of the torture-rooms 
was ftained with blood. I was forry to find fuch traces of this pradtice among people* 
in other refpefts generous and humane. 

La Carcel de la Corona is a prifon for ecclefiaftics. There were in it five priefts, one 
of whom had his wife with him. 

At the gate of the poft-office, there are four or five dungeons where vagrants, beg- 
gars, &c. are confined for a few days, till they are lent to San Fernando. There were 
here five men and two women : their allowance was twelve quartils (nearly four pence) 
a day, befides alms received at the grates from paflengers. 

The Prado prifon, near the public walk of that name, is one long room in which are 
barrack- bedfteads. Here were upwards of one hundred prifon ers : fo me were chained 
to the floor, or to the. barracks on which they lay ; fome worked on the roads, bridges, 
&c. Others having been marines, were to be fent to the docks. They are divided 
into three clafles. To thofe who work on the roads, &c. the allowance is feventeerv 
quartils (five pence); to marines, fourteen; and to thofe in irons, who do not work, 
twelve quartils. 

I faw about fifty coming from work, and afi^ed fome of them, which they preferred; 
working, or confinement ? They readily replied, the former ; but added, that they 
were not forced to work hard. I obferved that the guard, with them and at the prifon, 

were calm and fleady. 

San Fernmdo, about eight miles from the city, is a Houfe of correction for petty offen- 
ders, vagrants, and beggars. Here were three hundred and nine men and five hundred 
and forty-feven women. Some were carrying ftone to a lime-kiln fome making 
and wafhing the linen of the houfe; and fome were fpinning linen and worfted. The 
work-rooms are thirty-two feet wide ; the infirmaries are fpacious, at the top of the 
houfe. The prifoners were clothed in an uniform, and each is allowed two pair of 
fhoes and (lockings. The men's apartments were clean, but the women's (as is generally 
the cafe in the Spanifh prifons and hofpitals) were much cleaner. Every one had a 
bed, a mattrefs and two coverlets. The women here have a court as well as the men ; 
and both courts are commanded by the keeper's balcony. The provifions were good : 
the bread allowance is twenty ounces a day. Two of the prifoners attend at dinner, 
to fee that each is ferved with his full portion of foup (three quarters of a pint). They 

are 
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are allowed three feafts in a year, Chriftmas, Eafter, and San Fernando's day. Here San 

j u i Fernando 
is a fliop for the fate of wine, the quality and price of which are fixed by the ma- 

giftrates; but no fpititucits liquors are permitted to be fokL No fees are paid at en- 
trance, or diicharge. The prifon is attended by a phyfician, a furgeon and a chaplain : 
it has alfo a guard, confiding of thirty foot and eight horfe, which is changed every 
month. 

Here is a head-keeper or governor on the men's fide, a humane, fenfible and atten- 
tive man, who refides in the houfe : as alfo on the women's fide there is refident: 
governefs. The regulations are peculiarly calculated for the prefervation of decorum 
and due fubordination \ for the prevention of fraud and embezzlement in the diftri- 
bution of provifion and clothing; for enforcing a drift and devout performance of 
religious duties ; for an exadt feparation of the two fexes ; and for the conftant and 
regular employment of every individual in the houfe. I fhall here copy only the Diet 
table 

t 

* The Table of Diet for San Fernando* 

Sundays, Tuefdays and Tburfdays. Twenty ounces of bread, eight ounces of mutton, and two ounces of 

garvances (i.e. yellow beans dried). 
Mondays* Wednefdays and Saturdays. Twenty ounces of bread, four ounces of meat, and two ounces of 

garvances. At night, four ounces of bread in broth, or three ounces of lentils ; or two ounces and 

a half of jew-beans. 

Fridays and meagre days. Twenty ounces of bread, three ounces of dried fifli, two ounces of rice, and two 
ounces and a half of jew-beans. 
To make their ollas ||, they are allowed > on meat days, eight pounds of fait butter; on Fridays, four pounds 
for fupper. 

On Fridays, they are allowed, one pound of oil and twenty-five pounds of jaw-beans, garvances, and 
lentils for foupe-maigrc. — On meat days, cayenne pepper for fauce. 

Diet table for the Infrmary. 

Full Diet. Breakfaft. Bread two ounces. 

Dinner. Bread eight ounces, meat fix ounces. 
Supper. Bread fix ounces, meat four ounces. 

Half Diet. Breakfaft. Bread two ounces. 

Dinner. Bread four ounces, meat four ounces. 
Supper. The fame. 

Common Diet. Breakfaft. Broth. 

Dinner. Bread two ounces, and broth. 
Supper. The fame. 

Low D i e t . B roth only. 

Chocolate, bifcuits, wine and other necefiaries are allowed the fick ; according to difcretionary orders 
from the phyfician, who is to be guided by the medical rules approved of by the body of phyficians at 
Madrid. 

Nurfes and others who attend the fick are allowed a diet of ten ounces of meat, fixteen ounces of bread, 
two ounces of garvances, and half a quarto (about half a pint Englifh) of wine daily. 

[[ 0Ua } is a general term in Spain for a variety of ingredients boiled over a flow fire, viz. meat, greens, pepper, &c. 

The 
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Madrid The Hojpkio, a fort of prifon, is alfo a well-regulated rnanufaftory, in which the fexes 
Hospicio. ^ entirely feparated. A confiderable number of men, advanced in years, were picking, 
wool. In one room, an hundred and fifty boys were fpinning worfted; in another, fixty 
were carding wool. Forty or fifty looms were employed on coarfe linen ; others on 
wide cloth. In two rooms I obferved flocking and waiftcoat frames. Some boys were 
carding and fpinning the down of hares and rabbits for gloves \ and fome were employed 
in a pin manufactory. A number of tailors and carpenters I alfo law at Work. Fifty 
of the leaft boys were under inftru&ion in the fchool. All commonly rife at fix ; attend 
prayers, and then go to breakfaftj dine about noon; and fup at fun-fet. They have 
twenty-two ounces of bread, and two ounces of peafe a day, and half a pound of 
meat, except on meagre days. There are two rooms for the confinement of the difor- 
derly.— The regulations of this well-condu<5led houfe are the fame with thofe for San 
Fernando. 

Hospitals. The Real Hqfpital General, \s a new building round a fpacious court (three hundred 
and ten feet by two hundred) in which are two refervoirs of water. Three fides of the 
court have corridors, twelve feet wide. The great wards (fifty-five feet and a half wide) 
divided by a wall having feveral arches, are furnifhed with double rows of beds on iron 
bedfteads (fix feet three inches by three feet two) one for each patient, and a marble flab 
is placed againft the wall for every two beds. The rooms are arched over, and have 
many apertures in the ceiling, but all the windows were fhut. At one end of each ward 
is an altar, at the other a fire-place. The number of men, as appears by a lift that was 
given me, was five hundred and eighty -nine. A multitude of vifitors rendered the wards 
dirty and noify. Theftaircafes are light and airy; the fteps are of ftone, fixteen inches 
wide; and the afcent (four inches) eafy. 

The number of women was three hundred and two. Their apartments in the new ' 
hofpital being not yet built, they were lodged in the old wards, which are much cleaner 
than the men's. In this hofpital, and at one or two in Portugal, convalefcents are put 
into the cloicft and word: rooms. 

Here is a detached ward, for prifoners, furniflied with twenty-eight beds, and well 
guarded. Here are likewife rooms (carefully feparated) for infane, for dropficai; and 
for confumptive patients. The contagion of confumptions is fuppofed to infedt not 
only the clothes, bedding, and furniture of rooms, but alfo the walls and ceiling. Danger 
has been apprehended even from the horfes of confumptive patients ; and for this reafon 
it was thought neceflary, in an inftance that was mentioned to me, to kill the horfe of 
an officer who had died of this diftemper. — Befidcs one principal phyfician, there are 
eighteen others, who attend their ftated wards ; fix furgeons with two hundred pupils 
(prattcantes) 3 and twenty-three priefts 3 befides fervants, who all lodge and board in the 
hofpital. 

The Hofpital of San Juan de Dios is chiefly appropriated to venereal patients. Here 
were a hundred and feventy-three men and twenty-eight women. The wards for 

6 the 
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the men are up flairs: the women's apartment is on the ground-floor, and has an Madrid 
aperture in it fo contrived, as that their friends may converie with them without feeing s **f a. . 
them. The wards of both fexes were cleaner and quieter than thofe of the general 
hofpital. 

In the convent De la Latina there are two rooms for fick men, one for fummer, the 
other for winter, with beds in recefTes. 

In the convent (or hofpital) of San Francifco, there are two wards, one with feven 
beds for men, the other with eight for women. At the time of my vifit, they were 
ferving the afternoon chocolate. — In the hofpitals that are in convents, the rooms are 
much cleaner and quieter, and more attention is paid to the patients, than in other 
hofpitals. — Here is a charitable foundation for eight widows, of officers who died in 
the late war. 

There are at Madrid two other Hofpitals which may well deferve to be mentioned; 
one, called the hofpital de la Corte; the other, the hofpital of San Antonio. 

The hofpital de h Corte for the king's fervants, is built in the form of a crofs. It 
has an altar in the centre, under a cupola. The wards are vaulted and lofty. The 
walls are lined (five feet high) with glazed tiles. In the walls there are convenient 
alcoves (three feet nine inches wide, and five feet and a half high) v/ith linen curtains 
before them. The beds in this hofpital are large and not in receiTes. The patients 
have chocolate and bifcuit for breakfaft, and alfo in the afternoon. 

The hofpital of San Antonio is intended chiefly for the reception and accommodation 
of poor travelling Auftrians, for three days. In one room there are four beds for men ; 
in another, three for women. Here is alfo a refectory. The allowance to each tra- 
veller is two pounds of bread, one pound of mutton, and a quarter of a pound of lard 
a day. In the two rooms for the fick, the regulations for the phyfician, furgeon, and 
patients, are hung up. 

In a room in this hofpital a charitable fociety, called the Hermandad del Refugio y meet Herman 
every evening, and then go about the ftreets, giving notice of their prefence by ftriking R J^ jo 
the pavement with fticks fhod with iron. Whatever poor and diftreffed people they 
meet with in this perambulation, they conduct to this hofpital, and fupply them with a 
fupper of bread and eggs, one night's lodging (in rooms which are appropriated for 
them), and a breakfaft of bread and raifins The fick they fend to the general hof- 
pital, where one of the eighteen phyficians already mentioned always attends to examine 
and admit patients. — In that part of this hofpital which is next the ftreet, there is a 
place into which the fick put notices of their diftre fs, in confequence of which they are 
immediately vifited and relieved by the fociety, 

* At Madrid the fine Spanifli bread was two pounds for two pence halfpenny. I always preferred this to 
the French bread, which was fomewhat dearer. — At the entrance of Spain a meafure of wheat, which weighs, 
about noli, coft from twelve to fourteen reals ; of barley, from five to fix. 



A real is 2^d. 
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Valla- In the city of Valladolid there are four courts, the chancery, the city, the bifhop's 
court, and the inquifition, each of which has a prifon belonging to it: but in the biihop's 
prifon, of late, there have been few or no prifoners. 

Moft of the prifoners in the Chancery or province prifon lie on a bench in a long room: 
it has no dungeons. In the chapel is a ftone bedftead for the condemned, April 4, 
1783, there were one hundred and twenty-eight men and thirteen women. 

In the City prifen alio moft of the prifoners were crov/ded together into one long 
room. This prifon was not without dungeons. I paffed through two, into a dark and 
damp and difmal one, in which I faw a poor creature lying on his back chained by 
both legs to a great ftone. — Prifoners here are confined for a long time before they 
are brought to trial. — Fees are demanded as at Madrid — The prifon allowance is 
one real. About thirty convi&s (prefidios) were to be fent the following week to 
Ferro], they are allowed two reals a day. The prifoners are not allowed to fliew 
themfclves at the grates of the prifon; and the fame is true of the two principal 
prifons at Madrid. — Not long fince, one who was put to the torture here, denied the 
crime far which he was tortured, but confefied another (a murder) and was executed 
for it. 

Ikquisi- I failed in my attempt to gain admittance into the inquifition at Lifbon. At Madrid, 

by the kind aftiftance of Count Campomaues, I got accefs to the inquifi tor-general, 

but the day on which I applied to him being a great holiday, he appointed me feven 

o'clock the next morning. On this holiday I faw the inquifitor, feveral of the 

nobility and others, go in proceflion to church, carrying the infigma of the order, 

which are a crois between a palm and a fword. — The next morning, the inquifitor 

received me at prayers, and in a few minutes conduced me to the tribunal, which 

was hung with red : over the inquifitor's feat there was a crucifix, and before it a table 

with feats for the two fecretaries, and a ftool for the prifoner. I could not prevail on 

him to fhew me any other part of the prifon 3 but he told me that he went round once 

a month with a fecretary, ajid alked every prifoner whether he had any complaint to 

jnake. » 

The letters of the fame kind friend, Count Campcmanes, procured my admiflion at 

Valladolid. I was rcejived at the inquifition-prifon by the two inquifitors, their 

fecretaries, and two • magfiftrates, and conduded into feveral rooms. On the fide of 

one room was the pifture of 'an Auto de Fe in 1667, when ninety-feven perfons were 

burnt,: at this time the Spanifn court rcfided at Valladolid *• The tribunal room 

is like that at Madrid, but has an altar, and a door (with three locks) into the 

■ 

fecretary's room, over which was inferibed, that the greater excommunication was 
denounced againft all ftrangers who prefume to enter. In two other tribunal 
rooms, were the infigma of the inquifition. In a large room, I faw on the floor and 

* Pe»na, a famous Spanifli irKjinlitor, calk the proceflion, Horrendum ac tremendtim Speffaculum. 
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fhelves, many prohibited books, fome of which were Englijh: in another room, I law 
multitudes of crofles, beads, and fmall pictures. The painted cap was alfo (hewed me, 
and the vcftmcnts for the unhappy victims. After feveral confutations, I was permitted 
to go up the private ftaircafe, by which prifoncrs are brought to the tribunal-, this leads 
to a paflage with feveral doors in it, which I was not permitted to enter. On one of 
the fecretaries telling me, " none but prifoners ever enter thefe rooms I anfwered, 
I would be confined for a month to fatisfy my curiofity ; he replied, <c none come out 
under three years, and they take the oath of fecrecy." I learned, by walking in 
the court, and converfing with the inquifitors, that the cells have double doors, and 
are feparated by two walls, to prevent prifoners converfing together, and that over the 
fpace between the walls there is a fort of chimney or funnel, enclofed at the top, but 
having perforations on the fides, through which fome air and a glimmering of light 
enter. Thefe funnels, the inquifitors told me, arc double barred : and one of them 
ferves two cells. Both the inquifitors affured me that they did not put irons on any of 
their prifoners. The paffages into which fome of the cells open, have fmall apertures 
for the admiffion of light. — In a gloomy area at the back of the prifon, there was no- 
thing but a great maftiff dog. 

It is well known that from this court there is no appeal. — I need not fay how horrid 
the fecrecy and feverity of it appear. I could not but obferve, that even the fight of 
it ftruck terror into the common people as they paffed. It is ftiled, by a monftrous 
abufe of words, the holy and apojlolic court of inquifition. 

The beft Hofpital in this city is the EJgueva: the wards are one hundred and eight 
feet by thirty, with windows at the ends. Each ward has twenty-eight beds in recelfes; 
and two doors oppolite, which open into corridors. 

The Prifon at Burgos, (built, as appears by an infeription on the front, in 1778) 
furrounds a court forty feet fquare, in which is a fountain, and a ftdne trough. The 
cells are fourteen feet by nine and a half. They have two doors, the inner one latticed. 
The number of prifoners April 8, 1783, was one hundred ancj forty-five men and feven 
women. The women, as in other gaols in this country, are always locked up in their 
rooms. In the men's infirmary there were nineteen beds in receffes, but only fix patients. 
The architeft has been very attentive to the conftrudtion of drains ,and fewers, for though 
this gaol was very dirty, it was not offenfive. In this, as in other Spanifh prifons, there 
are (locks for the punifliment of offences committed within the prifon. — No rules and 
orders are hung up. — Here is no torture-room. 

The Hofpicio ftands near the river, and confrfts of a houfe of corre&ion, an hofpital 
for foundlings, and a chapel. It has two courts, one for men and the other for women, 
in the former of which there is a water-mill for grinding corn. T\^o rooms are appro- 
priated to the fick. Four nurfes are always prefent,. to take care of the infants that are 
brought in, till they can be fent to be nurfed in the country. The bread is good and 
made in the houfe. The allowance to each perfon one pound and a half. 

Y The 
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Burgos. The diforderly are puniflied by being confined in a dark room : a woman in one of 
thefe rooms requefted, with tears, my interpolation for her. I applied to the chap- 
lain, who is the fuperintendent of the houfe, and he readily confented to releafe her 
from her confinement. 

Hospital The Hofpital del Rey at the rich convent of the Folgas, about two miles from the city, 
del Ret. j ias tw0 fp ac ; ous wards for each fex, that the chirurgical patients may be feparated 
from the others. Thefe wards were very clean, and the beds placed in alcoves (ten 
feet by nine feet four inches) with curtains before thofe for the women* The other 
three hofpitals at Burgos refemble this noble hofpital : and have fmall botanic gardens 
belonging to them*. 

Pamplona The Prifon at Pamplona is an old building in the middle of the city. It has three 
Prison. fmall courts : the prifoners lie in boxes without mattrefles or bedding. There were 
flocks, and alfo a dark vaulted room for the punifhment of offences committed in the 
prifon. The rooms being very dirty and offenfive, I inquired whether epidemical 
diftempers had not fometimes prevailed there, and was anfwered in the affirmative, 
and told that about eight years ago, eighteen or twenty prifoners had died in a Ihort 
time. Here were fixty-one men and three women April 15, 1783. Allowance to 
each is about two pence a day. 

The upper floor of this prifon is ufed as a Houfe of correftion for women. I faw 
twenty-eight in four rooms, all fpinning, but not with wheels. Each had a bed ; the 
rooms were clean. The bread was good allowance one pound and a half a day. 
The term of confinement, from four years to eight; but if any perfon fhould choofe 
to marry one confined for fmall offences, the magiftrates are ready to releafe her. 
One of the magiftrates told me that he vifited this prifon every week, to hear any 
complaints that might be made. I inquired, whether the keeper went with him ? he 
replied, that he did. 

The torture is not ufed in this province (Navarre). A fingular cuftom prevails 
here - % for twice in the year (the day before Chriftmas, and eight days before Eafter), 
the Viceroy goes with the magiftrates to the council-chamber in the prifon, and 
releafes whom he pleafes of the prifoners. The day before I got to Pamplona, he 
had releafed thirteen. A few years ago, to the furprife of the magiftrates, all were 
releafed. 

Asylums. Two, of the four churches in this city, are Afylums for debtors and criminals, at 

one of which (the cathedral) there was one criminal. 
Citadel. In the Citadel there were one hundred and twenty Haves (or convi&s) crowded 

into five or fix rooms. Thofe in the upper rooms had only a ring on one leg. 

Thofe in the lower rooms, about thirty in number, very fickly, were chained two 

and two with heavy chains, and fome for very flight offences* The rooms had 

* San Juan, Barrantes, Conception* 
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barracks, but no bedding;. There is the fame allowance to all, one pound and a half Pamplona. 

. 1 Citadel. 

of brown bread and about five farthings each in money. A loaf, weighing exactly 

three pounds, is given to every foldier every other day ; but for the prifoners, it is di- 
vided, and one half given them everyday, to prevent them from felling it*. Thofe 

who have only a ring, find fecurities for not efcaping, and fometimes are employed in 
the houfes in the citadel, and paid for their labour. If they efcape, their fecurities arc 
obliged to put on the chain and to take their places. If they are retaken, their term is 
doubled. 

Some for more atrocious crimes are fent to Carthagena, and others to the African 
fettlements. 

Here is a large building called the Mifericordia, fimilar to the hofpicio in Madrid, Miseri- 
in which are confined beggars, vagrants, and refraftory children. Workmen alfo 
are here employed, and apprentices taken, to carry on a manufactory of coarfe 
cloth. 

Near the Mifericordia there is an Hofpital for Orphans or children of the poor (los ninos Hospitals. 
de la doBrina). They are taught to read and work, and the boys ferve in the churches. 
Their number was forty-five boys and thirteen girls. This houfe is in part fupported 
by the contributions of thofe who play at ball, in a building eredted by the city for that 
diverfion, which is here a favourite one f . 

At the great Hofpital I found the men's wards very dirty J, but the women's clean* 
There is a diftincft w r ard for chirurgical patients, and alfo wards for fick prifoners. 
I obferved, that the fame attention was paid to them, as to the other patients, for 
I twice attended one of the phyficians through the wards. All the patients lie 



* In this City the bread was remarkably good and cheap ; and 1 found the loaves, at different times, the 
full Jlandard weight. 

lb. ez. 

French bread was 1 10 for three halfpence. 

Fine Spanijb bread 1 iOf five farthings. 

Good brown bread 2 10 two pence, 

t At Madrid alfip, a part of the money collected at the p!aj/-boufe and at the lullf$ajls, is appropriated to the 
fupport of the hofpitals. 



X The floors of moil hofpitals in Spain, are laid with a foft and bad brick, and they are fometimes fprinkhd 
but never warned. In the men's wards no women attend. What renders the wards in general fo clofe and 
often five as many are, is the pra&ice of continually taking fnuff and fpitting ; together with an univerfal 
prejudice which prevails in this country, (though fo hot a climate), againft the free admifTion of air, and 
warning of rooms. The cuftom of walhing the feet and hands of patients before they are put to bed, which 
I have obferved in fome hofpitals, is not known here. — I am perfuaded, how r ever, that fuch a cuftom, with 
air and cleanlinefs, and an abftemious diet, are of more neceffary importance in hofpitals than any admini- 
stration of phyfick. 

Y2 finglc; 
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Pamplona; Angle ; and this falutary pra&ice is general in the Spanifti hofpitals. Near the women's 
ward, nine or ten infants lay bound hands and feet in a fmoky kitchen. In a fpacious 
room juft by, the governefs lodged. On my mentioning to the phyfician before 
her, that the infants Ihould be in that room and not in the kitchen ; (he faid it was 
too cold for them. I replied, the true reafon was, that fhe thought they would difturb 
her reft. 

Before I take my leave of Spain, I mud make my mod grateful acknowledgments 
of the kind afliftance given me in my tour through it by Sir John Hort, Count Fernan- 
Nunez the Spanyfti ambaflador at Lilbon, and Count Campomdnes at Madrid, 



FRENCH FLANDERS and FRANCE. 



The French provinces in Flanders and the Netherlands, are chiefly governed 
by the fame arret de parlement as the provinces in France. 
Lille The Tour de St. Pierre at Lille is an old building. There were in it, May 24, 

P R 1 SO N S 

1783, three debtors, five fmugglers and four vagrants. Five were fick in a very 
offenfive room, with only one bed. Allowance is one pound and a half of bread. 
The fmall and dark dungeons down fifteen fteps, I was glad to find unoccupied. 

I have reafon to be abundantly thankful for recovery from a fever which I caught 
of the fick, in this prifon, at my laft vifit ; and would make my grateful acknow- 
ledgment to that kind hand, by which I have been hitherto preferved* 

At the City prifon there were fourteen prifoners : their allowance confifts of bread, 
butter, and fmall beer. The dungeons were empty. 
Citadel. The unhealthy countenances of the prifoners at the Citadel fhew the pernicious 
effefts of lying in caferns, or damp rooms under the fortifications* May 26, 1783, 
here were three hundred and forty prifoners, moft of them deferters. In the fick- 
rooms, which were very clofe and dirty, there were eighty-fix; fome of whom, 
though dying, were in irons. The fcurvy has lately made great havock here.— 
Particular attention Qiould be paid to air and cleanlinefs, where prifoners have no 
employment. Humanity to them, and alfo to their keepers and vifitors, demands 
this. — The obfervation of a fcnfible magistrate at Hanover, here occurs to my mind : 
a We have found," fays he, " that the convitts or flaves who are committed for life, 
" ruin the morals of thofe who are condemned only for a year or two ; therefore, by 
** a late regulation in the eleftorate, they are now kept apart." — Such a regulation 
here would be beneficial in every view* 

la 
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In the General Hofpital for the poor of both fexes there were about two thoufand in Lille 
May 1783. Thofe advanced in years are allowed one third of their earnings. There osfitalz. 
were upwards of three hundred of the girls making lace, for each piece of which they 
are rewarded with a fmall donation. Many of the boys, though lodged and boarded 
here, learn trades in the city ; and at twenty years of age, all of both fexes are dif- 
charged from the hofpital. The girls looked healthy, and their dormitories, infirmaries, 
and work-rooms were clean. — The internal regulations of this houfe, and of the infir- 
mary, (Hotel-Dieu), are very good; but (taking up more than twenty quarto pages) 
they are too long to be inferted. 

The two Hofpiials Ld Comtejfe and St. Sauveur are lofty buildings, defigned only for 
the admifiion of men, for in this city the hofpital laft defcribed is the only one that 
takes in women. The patients are diftinguifhed into three claffes, viz. wounded — 
very lick — and recovering. Each clafs has a feparate ward, and every patient a feparate 
bed. When a fick perfon arrives at either of thefe hofpitals, his bed is immediately 
fhewed him-, after which one of the filters brings warm water to him, wafhes his feet, 
dries them, and kifles one foot. Another brings clean fheets and a clean towel. A man 
fervant makes and warms the bed, and the patient goes diredtly into it. All the patients 
are kindly attended by the nuns, but from prejudices caufed by their retired mode of 
living, fome inconveniences arife, fuch as, negleft of walking the rooms and opening 
the windows ; in confequence of which, the wards are rendered offenfive, and very 
unhealthy, particularly in the night-time. 

In the prifon at Arras I obferved one circumftance which was different from what Arras. 
I had feen in France. Of one hundred and thirty-nine prifoners, I faw two in the court 
who had irons. But upon a/king one of them the reafon of it, he told me " it was for 
attempting an efcape." 

At Amiens are two prifons; one for Les Bourgeois et Le Liber linage; the other, Ld Amiins» . 
Conciergerie. — In the town-houfe, I faw great numbers attending the trial of a woman for 
confining her fon. He was then about thirty-two years of age, and had been confined 
fixteen years, with a feverity which had almoft deprived him of his intellects. The 
profecution was carried on by his father's relations, who had been long lblicitous for 
his releafe. 

In or near Paris the principal prifons were the Conciergerie, Grand and Petit Chdtelet^ Paris.-. 
For~V Evique, V Abbaye, and the B 'nelre. But at my vifit in 1783 I found two of the 
worft of them, Petit Chdielct and For-F Evique 9 with their horrid dungeons, entirely 
demoliflied. The debtors WW are fent to a new prifon, the Hotel de la Force; and cri- 
minals are fent to the Conciergerie, or the Grand Chdtelet. — The king's Declaration for 
this alteration, dated the 30th of Auguft 1780, contains fome of the moft humane and 
enlightened fentiments refpe&ing the condud of prifons. It mentions the conftru&ion 
of airy and fpacious infirmaries tor the fick ; feparate places of confinement r and courts, for men 
and women, and for prifoners of different claffes; and a total abolition of under -ground 

dungeon:^ 
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dungconsy upon this principle, that it is unjuft, that thofe who may pofliblybe innocent, 
fhould beforehand fuffer a rigorous punijhment. 

Moft prifons in the city have three or four doofs, from four feet to four and 
a half high, feparated from each other by a little area or court. Within the inner 
door is, in fome prifons, a turnfiile. The number and lownefs of the doors (at 
each of which you tnnft (loop) and the turnftiles, effe&ually prevent the prifoners 
rufliing out. 

In moft of the prifons there are five or fix turnkeys, viz. two or three at the doors : 
one walking in the court, to prevent conferring and plotting (a circumftance to which 
French gaolers are very attentive) : one at the women's ward : and every day one of 
them is abroad, or othervvife at leifure. This liberty they have in rotation. They are 
ftriftly prohibited, under fevere penalties, from receiving any thing of the prifoners, 
dtre&ly or indiredtly, on any pretence whatever. The gaoler is obliged to board them - f 
and to pay each of them at lead one hundred livres a year. 

I was furprifed at feeing that none of the prifoners in the courts were in irons. No 
gaoler (I was informed) may put them on a prifoner, without an exprefs order from 
the judge. And yet in fome of the prifons, there were more criminals than in any 
of our London gaols. When I was firft there, the number had been recently in- 
creafed by an infurre&ion on account of the fcarcity of corn. My reader will perhaps 
prefently fee reafon to conclude, that the manner in which prifons are conducted 
makes the confinement more tolerable, and chains lefs needful. Indeed it was evident, 
from the very appearance of the prifoners in fome of the gaols, that humane attention 
was paid to them. 

Moft of the courts are paved •, and they are wafhed in fummer once or twice a day. 
One would hardly believe how this frefhens the air in the upper rooms. I felt this 
very fenfibly once and again when I was in the chambers : and an Englifliman, who 
had the misfortune to be a prifoner, made the fame remark. I feklom or ever found 
in any French prifon that offenfive fmell which I had often perceived in Englifh gaols. 
I fometimes thought thefe courts were the cleancft places in Paris. One circumftance 
that contributed to it, befides the number of turnkeys, was that moft of them were 
near the river. 

As prifoners are not properly feparated, it is difficult to keep fuch as become the 
king's evidence apart from the reft : the gaoler of Le Petit Chdtekt was obliged to fit 
up a fcparate room for that purpofe. 

Prifoners, efpecially criminals, attend mafs almoft every day, and the gaoler or a 
turnkey with them : but fuch of them as are Protcftants are excufed. No perfon is 
admitted into any prifon during the time of divine fervice. 

As condemned criminals generally throw off all referve, and by relating their 
various adventures and fuccefs, prove pernicious tutors to young and lefs pradtifed 
offenders care is taken to prevent this mifchief, by fending thofe who are fentenced 

to 
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to the galleys, to a feparate prifon, La Tournelk, near the Port de St. Bernard;, where 
they are kept till the time for their being carried off. Before they are fent hither 
they are branded. Some continue here many months ; but their term commences 
two days after fentence. I heard that about two hundred were fent from that prifon 
to Marfeilies and Toulon, a week or two before I was there, in 1776. At my vifit 
in 1778, I found only fifteen prifoners, who were chained two and two together. In 
1783, there were ninety-three. Their daily allowance is one pound and a half of 
good bread, and half a pound of meat, and foup. On maigre days they are allowed 
peafe in their foup. On their journey they have two pounds of bread, half a pound 
of meat, a pint of wine, and about a quarter of a pound of cheefe, or eggs. They 
are fent from hence to Marfeilies, Toulon, Breft, &c. on the 25th of May and the 
10th of September, and are joined with many other convidts from the provinces. I 
was informed, that in May 17.78, one hundred and fixty-three went off from this 
prifon. 

To prevent the frequent confequences of defperation, no one condemned to death 
by the inferior court is without hopes of life, till the parliament confirms or reverfes 
the fentence : and they never make known their decifion, till the morning of the day 
on which a prifoner is to fuffer. Then they publifh a confirmation of the former 
fentence; and it is fold in the ftreets. Executions are often in the afternoon : the laft 
that I faw was by torch -light ; but the criminal was almoft dead by the torture before 
his execution* 

The chambers are opened at feven in the morning, from November ift to Eafter s 
at fix, from Eafter to November : and fhut in the evening at fix, from November ift 
to Eafter ; at feven, from Eafter to November. But debtors have an hour more at 
night. This they commonly fpend in the court; as they do not choofe to be there 
in the day-time, among felons. Common-fide prifoners are obliged to come out of 
their night-rooms at the forementioned morning hours-, experience having fliewn, that 
lying in bed and idlenefs, are productive of the fcurvy and other diftempers. Women 
are kept quite feparate from men. 

Taking garnijh, or footing, is ftridtly prohibited. If prifoners demand of a new 
comer any thing of that fort, on whatever pretence; if, in order to obtain it, they 
diftrefs him by hiding his clothes &c. they are fhut up for a fortnight in a dark 
dungeon, and fuffer other pumfhment. They are obnoxious to the fame chaftifemenc 
for hiding one another's clothes, or being otherwife injurious. 

The daily allowance to criminals is a pound and a half of good bread, and foine 
foup. The foup is not made, nor is any other provifion drcfled, in the prifons. 
They have clean linen once a week, from a fociety, which was inftituted about the 
year 1753. The occafion of it was the prevalence of a contagious difcafe which in 
France they call le fecrbut, the fcurvy. This diftemper was found to proceed from 
the prifons; and to fpread in the Hotel-Dieu> whiiher prifoners that had it' were 
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removed. The caufe of it was generally thought to be want 'of cleanlinefs in prifons ; 
where feveral of thofe confined had worn their linen for maqy months, and infe&ed 
the molt healthy new-comers that were put in the room with them. Eight hundred 
were ill of it at once in the hofpital of St. Lows, to which all that were fick of it in 
the Hotel-Dieu had been carried. By the Abbe Breton's exerting himfelf on this 
occafion, a fund was raifed to fupport prifoners in the Grand Chatelet with clean 
linen every week. This put an effe&ual flop to the malady in that prifon. Numbers 
afterwards joined the fociety 5 the King and Queen honoured it with their contri- 
butions; and the charity extended to three other prifon s : fo that at laft, feven 
hundred prifoners were provided for in the fame manner, and a ftock of linen 
requifite for that purpofe, viz. five thoufand fhirts, was completed. The elder pri- 
foners have charge of the linen that is in the prifon they receive it (every Saturday) 
and return it, and are gratified by the fociety ; which continues to the prefcnt time*. 

Befides this, there is fcarce a prifon in the city that has not a patronefs f ; a lady 
of chara<5ler, who voluntarily takes care that thofe in the infirmaries be properly 
attended ; fupplies them with fuel, and linen •, does many kind offices to the pri- 
foners in general ; and by foliciting the charity of others, procures not only the 
relief and comforts mentioned already, but fonp twice a week, and meat once a 
fortnight. 

There is alfo annually at each prifon fomewhat like our charity fermons ; public 
fervice in the chapel, and a collection. On thefe occafions the patronefs attends; as I 
faw at Chriftmas 1778, and foon after found the prifoners fupplied with clothes. 

Thofe who fleep on ftraw, pay the gaoler no fee at entrance, or difcharge ; but 
they pay one fou or halfpenny a day ; and have clean ftraw once a month : thofe in the 
dungeons, once a fortnight. Thefe latter are feldom let out ; never in the court. 

All the regulations are ordered to be read in the chapel to prifoners, the firft 
Sunday of every month, by the chaplain ; and they are hung up in the prifon for 
common infpe&ion. If any prifoner tears, or otherwise damages them, he fuffers 
corporal pyniftiment : if a regifter or gaoler does fo, he is fined twenty livres : if a 
turnkey, he is difcharged. 

The difcipline obferved is fo exadt, that at the fire in the Conciergerie^ the 
numerous prifoners (as I was informed) were removed without any confufion, or 
a fingle efcape. There are good rules for preferving peace for fuppreffing pro- 
fanenefs ; for prohibiting gaolers or turnkeys abufing prifoners by beating them 
or otherwife { ; forbidding their furnifliing them with wine or fpirituous liquors, 

* For a further account of this mnji ufeful inftitution, fee Code de la Police. 1 767. Tom. I* p. f io> &c. 

Treforieres ou Dames de charitc. 
t Monfieur Guy du Rcujftaud de la Ccmbe, in his Trait e des Matieres Criminelles, Pari*, 1769, quarte, 6th 
edition, cites at page 339, an arret of parliament in the laft century, that condemned a gaoler to be hanged, 

becaufe he let a prifoner perifh for want of food. 
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To as to caufe excefs, drunkertntfs, &x. Keepers arc punifhed for this, when known Paris. 
to the magiflrates, by a fine for the firft offence ; and for the fecond by ftripes. 

They are allowed to fell fome things to their prifoners ; but the quality, quantity 
and price muft be fuch as the ordinances of police define and require. 

The turnkeys vifit the dungeons four times a day ; in the morning when the prifons 
are opened, at noon, at fix in the evening, and at ten at nighr. I was forry to find 
the humanity which is fo confpicuous in the forementioned, and other excellent rules, 
fo deficient as to continue the ufe of thofc fubterraneous abodes ; which are totally 
dark, and beyond imagination horrid and dreadful. Poor creatures are confined in 
them night and day for weeks, for months together. If the turnkeys find any pri- 
foners fick, they muft acquaint the phyfician and furgeon, who vilit them ; and if 
needful, order them to more wholefome rooms till they recover. 

A prifoner of rank, a very fenfible man, to whom I was fpeaking concerning 
gaolers in 1778, faid, " They pay nothing to the crown, and their revenue was not 
" fmall ; at the Conciergerie, it is about fifteen thoufand livres ; at the Grand ChdtHet, 
" twenty thoufand ; at Fol-FEveque, twenty thoufand ; at the Petit-Chdtelet, twelve 
" thoufand; at UAbbaye, ten thoufand. And all things confidered," he added, 
€ * prifoners have no juft reafon to complain of this clafs of men in France." 

The nomination of a gaoler belongs to the magiftrates. When he has been 
nominated, he is propofed to the procureur general; and if, after a careful inquiry 
into his character, it appears that he has the reputation of a man of probity, he is 
fixed in the office, and takes an oath of fidelity. The office is freely given him 
without any expence whatever ; fo that keepers are not tempted, by paying for their 
places, to opprefs their prifoners : to remove all pretext for fo doing, rents which 
they formerly paid to the crown are remitted, and the leafes given up. 

As for debtors, their number is fmall. Of the two hundred and two prifoners in 
the Courier gerie, in 1778, but fix were debtors. In the other prifons there were a few 
more. This perhaps is owing to the following good arrets. Every bailiff who arrefts 
and imprifons a debtor, mirft pay to the gaoter in advance, a month's aliment or fub- 
fiftence, i. e. ten livres ten fous, equal to nine (hillings Englifli (provifions are at 
Paris cheaper in general than at London) : and if the like fum be not paid within 
fourteen days after the end of every month, the prifoner is fet at liberty. Befides this, 
the debtor pays no cofts of arrefts, &c. The whole of them falls on the creditor: and 
fo do all expences occafioned by his ficknefs or death. 

As the beft regulations are liable to be abufed, prifoners are not thought fuf- 
ticiently provided for by enaEling good laws : the execution of them is carefully 
attended to. The fubftitutes of the attorney -general (fliould) vifit the prifons once 
a week, to inquire if the rules be obferved ; to hear complaints of prifoners; to fee 
if ihe lick be properly attended and the like. — Befides this, the parliament of Paris 
fends to all the prifons five times a year two or three counjellors with a fubjliiute of 
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Raris, the attorney -general, and two clerks. They go at Chriftmas, Eaiter, Whitfuntlde^ 
one day before 15th Auguft, St. Simon and Jude. There is in each prifon (as in 
orher foreign gaols) a room for their reception called the council-cbamkr. It is occupied^ 
at other times by the head-gaoler. 

The arrival of this deputation is announced by boys, who, though offenders, are 
allowed to do little errands in the prifon: thefe go round the court and into every 
room, giving notice of it aloud. The deputies go, without the gaoler or turnkeys> 
into every room and dungeon, and 

ift. They aik the prifoners one by one, if they have any complaint to make of the 
gaoler or his fervants. But they never meddle with thofc who are confined by an. 
order from the king. 

2. They receive the petitions of prifoners who have been detailed too long 
without trial. 

3. In cafe of debts not exceeding two thoufand livres (about ninety pounds) if the 
debtor can raife a third part of his debt, and no more, they receive it for the credi- 
tors. How they clear him of the remaining two thirds, I will ihew prefently. They 
take notes of thefe matters in the prifon; and give an account of all to the parliament, 
at their general public meeting a day or two after. 

In behalf of prifoners who have not been tried, the parliament commonly orders the 
attorney-general to write in their name to the inferior judges, inquiring the caufes of 
delay, or ordering expedition. If a prifoner be acquitted, he is discharged within 
twenty-four hours. 

The laws of France do not in ordinary cafes admit a debtor to bail without the 
confent of his creditor. But in the cafe mentioned above, the parliament obliges 
creditors to accept of bail for the remainder of debts under two thoufand livres. 
And even this bail feems a matter of mere form ; for they fometimes take for bail 
men that are infolvent. I have heard there is no (landing law for this ; and that it 
is rather an immemorial cuftom : becaufe the parliament enacts a particular law for 
each cafe as^it occurs. In France there are no infolvent a&s. — When prifoners have 
received their liberty from the king, or their creditors, they cannot be detained 
a moment for fees, hire of rooms, debts contracted in prifon, or on any pretence 
whatever. 

The deputies hear no complaints of the gaoler againft his prifoners. When he 
has any to make, he applies to the chief jnftice, by whofe order the prifoner was 
committed. If he was imprifoned by an order from the king, he applies to 
the lieutenant-general of the police; if without fuch an order, to the lieutenant- 
criminal. 

Befides the deputation now mentioned, the parliament appoints to each prifon 
one of their own body, a counfellor. They always choofe a gentleman of fortune 
and good charafter: he is called Conwiijfaire de Id Prifon. His bufinefs is much like 
3 that 
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that of the deputation ; and his office perpetual. By frequent dilcourfe with prifoners Paru. 
I learned, that thefe officers are very humane to the diftrcfled. They can (as the 
parliament) oblige creditors to accept one third part of debts under two thoufand 
livres : but they ufe this power with much caution. 

The Condergme has an airy court (fifty-five yards by thirty-eight) wirfi a fine Co *^'**" 
piazza. The dungeons are dark and offenfive. There is a new infirmary, with beds 
admitting only one patient in each. At my former vifits here was a tap-room, which now, 
to the honour of the police, is abolifieL At feveral vifits in 1783 the prifoners were 
calm and quid *. 

At the Grand-Chdtekt, as well as the Conciergerie, the prifoners pay for their rooms Gr AMD- 
according to their goodnefs; even thofe who lie on ftraw pay one fou a night. In Chatelbt# 
this prifon there are eight dungeons, which open into dark paffages. In four of thefe 
dungeons (ten feet eight inches by fix feet eight) I faw fixteen prifoners, two in irons, 
and all lying upon ftraw -f . 

VAbbaye is a Prifon for the military or guards, and for fuch debtors as are men of L'Abbay** 
rank. In the debtors rooms a partition of lath and plafter, detached from the brick- 
wall, anfwers the end of an expedient to prevent efcapes : for if the fmalleft perfora- 
tion be made in the partition, it is immediately difcovered, by the mortar falling 
between that and the wall into the keeper's court, through the aperture which is left 
for that purpofe. Here are fix fmall dungeons, in which, as the gaoler faid, there 
were fome times fifty confined. 



# The number of prifoners in the Concitrgerie, June 1, 1776, and May 15, 1783. 

On ftraw, - - Men 99 126 

Women 22 — o 

In the Infirmary, - Men 13 — 18 

Women 14 — o 

In the dungeons, - Men 25 — 16 

Prifoners who pay for their rooms 29 — 22 

Total 202 182 
Some pay in this prifon forty five Hvret a month for a roomj fome twenty-two and a half* others 
feven and a half. A livre is = 10 [d. 

f The number of prifoners May 16, 1783, in the Grand-Chatekt. 

In rooms, - - 47. 

On ftraw, - - 209. 

In dungeons, - 16. 

In infirmaries, - 33. 

Total 305. 

I chofe to vifit the prifoners in the dungeons, on malgre days, bccaufe their allowance then being only 
bread, a little prefent of wine is the more acceptable. 

Z z The 



t 7 2 FOREIGN PRISONS. 

Paris The Hotel de la Force, a new Prifon for debtors, (vagrants, deferters and petty 

D g T L E A L offenders) has been occupied only from January 1782. k is an airy and fpacious 
Force. building, and has feveral courts and areas for the feparation of men, and women, and 
the different kinds of pri toners. The courts are all clean and well fupplied with water. 
The number of debtors were feventy-eight men and eleven women. Over their 
doors are painted the price to be paid for the beds from five to thirty fous a night. 
There are alio rooms and beds for debtors that cannot pay : all the prifoners that are 
poor have one pound and a half of bread and foup every day *. 

Here are two chapels, an airy infirmary, for each fex and a well furniflied 
apothecary's fhop, from which this, and the other prifons are fupplied with drugs. 
Here are fourteen turnkeys, twelve every day on duty in feparate departments but 
in cafe of any riot or diforder they can readily aflift one another : two zvalk in each of 
die men's courts. — By the lift fent into the office of the police, May 17, 1783, the 
number of prifoners of all defcriptions was two hundred and feventy-one, of whom 
many were deferters. 

The arret of parliament of the 19th of February 17S2, for the regulation of this 
prifon, containing twenty-nine articles, is ordered to be read in the chapels before all 
the prifoners on the firft Sunday of every month, and to be fixed on the doors of the 
chapels, and on feveral other confpicuous parts of the prifon f . 
Saint- The Prifon of Saint- Martin is for loofe women, who are feldom confined here for 
more than fourteen days. Here are fix rooms for thofe that pay fix livres a month 
for their beds, and four rooms for thofe that he on flraw. On the upper floor there 
are three rooms (called fecrete) for the punifiiment of the refra&ory. The court is 
fmall. At my laft vifit there were one hundred and fifteen prifoners, fo that tha 
rooms were crowded* The damp dungeons are now not ufed. 
Saint- The Prifon of Saint- Eloi 9 intended for women, is fituated in a very clofe part of 

Eloi. t ^ e c j t y^ Here were thirty-eight prifoners; fome of whom had been confined three 
or four years. Ali were troubled with a cutaneous diforder, and fome to a very 



* At Paris and Bordeaux, in May the line white bread was- two pence per pound — fecond fort> 

three halfpence — and brown bread, eight pounds for nine pence : but at fome diftancc from Paris a lift of 
the weight and price of bread was put up for public infpe&ion, which I here copy. 

Prix du Pain dans le Marquifat D'Arpagon. 

Pain le plus blanc> fefant 9 livres*— 18 fds* 
Pain commun, fe/ant Q.li<vres— *6 fits. 
Pain its, pefant 9 livres— I 3 Job. 

A Jol or fm is equal to a halfpenny Englilh. 

t Moft of the articles of this arret are fimilar to thofe in the oxcelleiU arret of 1717 ; but the eleventh 
article being new, 1 will copy it. " Les pri/onnien ne paieront a Pavcnir aitcun droit a" entree ni de firtie de 
la frifca" i. f. Prifoners (hall pay no fee at coming in or going out of the prifon. 

great 
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great degree. No court. Each has one pound and a half of bread a day, and (from Paris, 
a charity) foup four times a week. 

At the Hotel- de-ville there are two rooms, in which were two men and a woman. 

The Bicetre is upon a fmall eminence about two miles from Paris. If it were Bicetre. 
only a prifon; I (hould call it an enormous one ; but this for men, like the Salpetriere 
for women, is indeed a kind of general hofpital. Of about four thoufand men that 
are within its walls, not one half are prifoners. The majority are; the poor, who wear 
a coarfe brown uniform, and feem as miferable as the poor in fome of our country 
work-houfes : the infant : and thofe that have the venereal difeafe. Each fort is in a 
court and apartments totally feparate from the other, and from criminals. Some are 
in little rooms about eight feet fquare, window three feet and a half by two feet, with 
a gratr, but not many glazed : there is but one prifoner in a room. Thefe pay two 
hundred livres a year for their board. The number of thefe rooms is two hundred 
and ninety-fix. There are others in two large rooms called La Force, on the other 
fide of the court (Ld Cour Royale) which were crowded with prifoners: in 1778, 
there were upwards of two hundred. Such a number confined together in idlenefs, 
muft produce a great corruption of manners. Many at their unhappy end have afcribed 
their ruin -to the flagitious examples they had here feen, and the infix u&ions here given 
them. 

Over the two rooms Ld Force, there is a general infirmary: and over that, air infir- 
mary for the fcorbut ; a diftemper very common and fatal among them. There were 
fixty-three patients in 1778, mofl of them ill of this diforder. They contrafted it in 
a year or two, from their confinement, as they were never fnffered to go out of their 
rooms. Many loft the ufe of their limbs by it. I faw feveral fuch miferable objetfs 
at St. Louis's hofpital* where they are often admitted at the expiration of their term at 
the Bicetre. 

In the .middle of Ld Cour Royale are eight dreadful dungeons down fixteen fteps*: 
each about thirteen feet by nine ; with two ftrong doors; three chains faftened to the 
wall ; and a (tone funnel at one corner of each cell, for air. From the fituation of 
thefe dreary caverns, and the difficulty 1 found in procuring admittance, I conclude 
hardly any other ftranger ever faw them : that is my reafon, and I hope will be aa 
apology, for mentioning the particulars. 

Prifoners make fhaw-boxes, tooth-picks, Sec. and fell them to vifitants. I viewed 
the men with fome attention ; and oblerved in the looks of many a fettled melancholy: ; 
many others looked very lickly. This prifon is not fo well managed as thole in the 
city: it is very dirty : no fire-place in any of the rooms: and in the fevere cold in 
1775, feveral hundreds pcrifhed. 

Water in plenty was thought of fuch importance here, that they have a ftone well 
which is a curiofity. It was funk in 1735 ; is fifteen feet diameter, and near fevenxy 
yards deep. The two buckets hold e:ich about three hogflieads : at my former vifits 

they 
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Paris they were £rawn up by horfes, and emptied themfelves into zrefervoir, fixty-four feet 
Bicetre. fq uare ^ an( ] n i n e deep. A bucket was drawn up in five minutes. They worked fix- 
teen hours every day, not excepting Sundays ; and drew daily about five hundred hog- 
iheads. Three horfes worked at a time, and twelve were kept for the fervice. 

The French are now fenfible of the bad police of confining perfons inidlenefs; 
for of late they have here fet their prifoners to work. I faw in 1783, one hundred 
and twenty employed in three rooms, in polifhing &c. plate glafs : and the water 
was drawn by feventy-two prifoners, in three fits, each fit working one hour at a 
time; and five hours in a day. They draw fixteen buckets an hour, and about two 
hundred and forty buckets daily, and are paid for each bucket two fous and a half*. 
The prifoners are much healthier than they were at my former vifits. 
Sal. The great hofpital, or Salpetriere, near the city, is for women and girls, their 

:pltriere, num bcr is upwards of five thoufand. Many of the girls are employed on the fined 
embroidery. Here are numbers of poor and infane ; and a fifterhood of religievfes 
refide in the houfe. The criminals are quite feparate from the others, and feldom 
feen by ftrangers. There are but few of thefe employed. — At my laft vifit there were 
eight hundred and twenty confined, mod of them by their parents or relations. Many 
of their lodging-rooms are fix feet ten inches by five feet feven. There are three 
infirmaries; in two of them the patients lay in fingle beds, but the other (for criminals) 
was crowded, and had three in a bed. The whole houfe was kept clean and quiet by 
the great attention of the good fitters. 
-Bastille. The Baftilie may occur to fome of my readers, as an objeft concerning which fome 
information would be acceptable. I am happy to be able to give this, by means of 
a pamphlet publifhed in 1774* written by a perfon who was long confined in this pri- 
fon. It is reckoned the bell account of this celebrated ftrufture ever publiftied ; and 
the fale of it being prohibited in France under very fevere penalties, it is become 
extremely fcarce. I have extracted the moft material circumftancea of the description, 
and have caufed the plate to be copied from that in the work* 

" This caftle is a date prifon, confiding of eight very ftrong towers, furrounded 
with zfofse about one hundred and twenty feet wide, and a wall lixty feet high. The 
entrance is at the end of the ftreet of St. Antoine, by a drawbridge, and great gates 
into the court of l % Hotel du Gouvernement ; and from thence over another drawbridge 
to the corps de garde, which is feparated by a ftrong barrier conftrudted with beams 
plated with iron, from the great court. This court is about one hundred and twenty 
feet bj eighty. In it is a fountain and fix of the towers furround it, which are 
united by walls of free-done ten feet thick up to the top. At the bottom of this 
court is a large modern corps de logis, which feparates it from the court du Putts. This 
court is fifty feet by twenty-five. Contiguous to it, are the other two towers. On the 
top of the towers is a platform continued in terraces, on which the prifoners are 

* Each nun draws about 14^. or half as much as thofe that arc accuftomed to labour. 

fometimes 
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fometimes permitted to walk, attended by a guard. On this platform are thirteen 
cannons mounted, which are difcharged on days of rejoicing. In the corps de logis is 
the council-chamber, and the kitchen, offices, &c. above thefe are rooms for prifoners 
of diftin&ion, and over the council-chamber the king's lieutenant refides. In the 
court du Puits is a large well for the ufe of the kitchen. 

*' The dungeons of the tower de Id Liberte extend under the kitchen, &c. Near 
that tower is a fmall chapel on the ground-floor. In the wall of it are five nitches or 
clofets, in which prifoners are put one by one to hear mafs, where they can neither 
fee nor be feen. 

" The dungeons at the bottom of the towers exhale the moft oflfenfive fcents, and 
are the receptacles of toads, rats, and other kinds of vermin. In the corner of each 
is a camp-bed, made of planks laid on iron bars that are fixed to the walls, and the 
prifoners are allowed fome flraw to lay on the beds. Thefe dens are dark, having 
no windows, but openings into the ditch : they have double doors, the inner ones 
plated with iron, with large bolts and locks. 

M Of the five clafies of chambers, the moft horrid next to the dungeons are thofe 
in which are cages of iron. There are three of them. They are formed of beams with 
ftrong plates of iron, and are each eight feet by fix. 

** The calottes^ or chambers at the top of the towers, are fomewhat more tolerable. 
They are formed of eight arcades of free-ftone. Here one cannot walk but in the 
middle of the room. There is hardly fufficient fpace for a bed from one arcade to 
another. The windows, being in walls ten feet thick, and having iron grates within 
and without, admit but little light. In thefe rooms the heat is exceflive in fummer, 
and the cold in winter. They have ftoves. 

" Almoft all the other rooms (of the towers) are o&agons, about twenty feet in 
diameter, and from fourteen to fifteen high. They are very cold and damp. Each 
is furnifhed with a bed of green ferge, &c. All the chambers are numbered. The 
prifoners are called by the name of their tower joined to the number of their room. 

" A furgeon and three chaplains refide in the caftle. If prifoners of note are 
dangeroufly ill, they are generally removed, that they may not die in this prifon. — 
The prifeners who die there are buried in the parifii of St. Paul, under the name of 
domeftics. 

u A library was founded by a prifoner who was a foreigner, and died in the Bajlille 
the beginning of the prefent century. Some prifoners obtain permiflion to have the 
ufe of it. 

" One of the centinels on the infide of the caftle rings a bell every hour, day and 
night, to give notice that they are awake : and on the rounds on the outfide of the 
caftle they ring every quarter of an hour." 

I have inferted fo particular an account of this prifon, chiefly with a defign of 
inculcating a reverence for the principles of a free conftitution like our own, which 

will' 
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will not permit in any degree the exercife of that defpotifm, which has rendered the 
name of Baftille fo formidable*. I was defirous of examining it myfelf ; and for that 
purpofe knocked hard at the outer gate, and immediately went forward through the 
guard to the drawbridge before the entrance of the cattle. But while I was contem- 
plating this gloomy manfion, an officer came out much furprifed ; and I was forced 
to rerreat through the mute guard, and thus regained that freedom, which for one 
locked up within thofe walls it is next to impoflible to obtain. 

Many of my readers, acquainted with the ftrid police of France, would have 
fuppofed that the other prifons would have been as inacceffible to a vifitant as the 
Bajlille. And indeed my firft application for admittance at the Grand Chdiclct was 
unfuccefsful. But fortunately remarking the tenth article f of the arret 1717, I 
pleaded it before the Gmmijfmt de Id Prifon, to whom I was referred, and by its 
means gained admiflion as well into that prifon, as thofe of Le Petet Chdtelet and 
For-l'Eveque, and had an opportunity of feeing almoft every individual confined in 
them. 

The Hofpltah of Saint-Louis and the HottWDleu for the fick, are the two worft 
hofpitals that 1 ever vifited. They were fo crowded, that formerly I have often feen 
five or fix in one bed, and fome of them dying. 

The Hdtel-Dieu is fituated in the clofeft part of the city J. The new wards are too 
low. In 1783, the hofpital was cleaner than at my former vifits, but in the great 
ward (St. Charles) and in the women's wards, many of the patients were two or three 
in a bed§. 



* Sir William Blackjhne obferves* that the prefervation of perfonal liberty is of great importance to the 
public : "for if once it were left in the power of any, the higheit, magiftrate to imprifon arbitrarily whom- 
«« ever he or his officers thought proper, (as in France it is daily pra&ifed by the crown ||) there would 
M foon be an end of all other rights and immunities." 



|| <« I luvtbecn afTurcd upon good authority, that, during the mild adminirtraticn of cardinal Flcury, above 54,000 Uttrti dt cacbet 
ware iflucd, upon the (ingle ground of the famoui built Umgcmtuu" Commintann y Book I. Chap. 1. 



f The article is as follows. 
u Les geoliers conduiront Its perfonrtes qui <viendront /aire des charites dam les lieux de la prifon oie elles 
4t dtfireront Its dtjlributr, ce quelle s pour ront fair e tilts- memet fur It preau ou dans la cour ; males anmones ne 
u pourront tire distributes dans Its cachets noirs que par Its maim du geolier, en pre/wee des perfonnes qui Us 

u portcront." 

X One cannot but wifti, that after the fire in the Hotel-Dieu a few years fince, the hofpital had been 
removed to a more airy fuu ition. 

J Over one of the gates of the HoteUDieu is the following infeription, which, from its application to 
fitch a place, has an air of ridicule ind even of profanenefs. 

* C "tf icy Id Maifon de Dieu, et Id Porte du Gw/. . 
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The Hofpital of Saint-Louis ftands out of the city. There is a confiderable afcent to Paris 
the wards, and there is no floor over them. They were dirty and noify, and in many 0SPITA 
of the beds there were three patients. — .According to the lifts I procured at my vifits in 
1 783, the number of patients was, 

H6tel-Dieu. St. Louis. 
May 6, 1709, — 662. 

16, 1707, — 694. 

20, 1657, — 660. 

21, 1708, — 66r. 

Number received in 1782, 21484, — 3898. 

Died - 3899,* — 899. 

Though thefe two hofpitals are a difgrace to Paris, it has many other charitable 
foundations which do honour to it ; and from which this country may derive ufeful 
information. 

The Hofpital of La Charite for men, is one of the beft in Paris. There are now 
two hundred and three beds, and another ward is nearly finiftied, twenty-fix feet and 
a half wide. All the patients lie fingle the furniture of their beds is green, and they 
wear a uniform of the fame colour. Here is lately made a convenient walk for the 
patients. The prefentation of beds is bought, and defcends to heirs 5 the price for 
a bed is twelve thoufand livres, as I was informed by one of the fathers. The 
beds are always occupied ; except three or four which are referved, that immediate 
attention may be always paid to a patron's prefentation. This hofpital does honour 
to the order of St. Jean de Dieu : the friars chambers are over the wards, which 
I think improper, becaufe it may occafion the windows of the wards to be too often 
fhut. 

This fraternity has alio the charge of the hofpital for Convalefcents, which confifts of a 
hall with a brick-floor containing twenty-one beds. Adjoining is a refcdtory, where the 
patients (who continue here only eight days) have four meals a day, viz. at fix, nine, 
twelve and a half, and five o'clock. They are allowed meat and wine every day in the 
year, Good-Friday excepted. I wifh the French phyficians were convinced of the ne- 
ceffity of wafhirig (not fprinkling) the wards. 

The Hopital des petit es-Maifons is fituated 'in a fpacious garden or court, containing 
a number of fmall houfes for the aged and infirm of both fexes, and fingle rooms for 
the infane. Here are alfo fix rooms for the fick, in which are a hundred and thirteen 
beds; a new room for forty beds is not yet occupied. The good fiflers kindly attend. 
The neatnefs and cleanlinefs I obferved here engaged me often to repeat my vifits.— 

* My learned friend Dr. Price will be pleafed to find lome alteration for the better in the Hitel-Dieu s for 
the number that died in 1782 was confiderably under a fifth of thofe that were admitted. See his Reverfionary 
PaymtniJ* vol. L />. 296. 4th edit. 

A a Rooms 
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Paris Rooms in the hofpital and beds in the fick wards are bought by the opulent, as afylums 

Hospitals. f Qr age( j ^omeftics an d paor f r i en ds. 

Madame Neckers hofpital is a noble example of private charity. It has beds for 
feventy men and fixty women, who are attended by fourteen of the fillers. The medical 
and chirurgicai patients are feparated. I advifed wafhing the men's wards $ but my 
advice has not been taken. 

In the Hopital des Incurables there are about four hundred perfons, moft of them aged 
and infirm, and clothed in a neat uniform 5 the men in grey, the women in black. Each 
has a bed, two chairs, a table and a cupboard. The furniture is changed twice in a 
year, in winter it is green woollen, in fummer white linen ; the houfe is then thoroughly 
cleanfed: the rooms on the ground-floor open (very properly) into a fpacious and 
pleafant garden. The provifions were good, and ferved by the fifters, forty of whom 
have the care of this hofpital. — A prefentation here, formerly bought for ten thoufand 
five hundred livres, is now raifed to twelve thoufand. 
Quinze- The ^jdnze-vwgts hofpital was founded in 1260 for the accommodation of three 
hundred blind perfons. Formerly they ufed to beg in the churches for fubfiftence ; but 
lately, in confequence of the attention of Cardinal Rohan, and an increafe of the rents, 
an income fufficient for fupporting them has been obtained, and is now fettled on them, 
by an arret of March 14, 1783. They are divided into three daffes* fingle perfons, 
who have twenty fous a day — married, twenty-fix — and thofe who have been married 
twenty-two or twenty-three years, thirty-fix fous : thefe allowances are paid every, 
month. Each perfon has three pounds of fait given him thrice in the year. Wood 
for firing is alfo given to the moft neceflitous. The parents of children are allowed 
two fous a day for every child under fixteen ; befides a fum to put out their children 
to apprenticefhips. Every indulgence is granted of walking out, vifiting friends, &c. 
Several who have families increafe the means of their fubfiftence by keeping little 
(hops. There .were fifty-two of the third clafs at my vifit in 1783. — The regulations 
are hung up on the walls in feveral places. There are two rooms for confining the 
diforderly. 

An infirmary is defigned, and oculifts are to be appointed, who, befides attending the 
infirmary, are to attend twice in the week to give advice to others who may apply to 
them. An annual fum is likewife to be offered for the beft dilTertation on diforders of 
the eyes. — This hofpital is a privileged place : and a chapel belongs to it in which divine 
fcrvice is conftantly performed. 
Found- At the Foundling-hojpital near the Hotel-Diet*) the infants lie in neat cradles with white 
Hospital. f" urn ' ltu re. May 21, 1783, there were here only fifty, the reafon of which is, that they 
are fent into the country foon after they are received. They remain in the country 
five or fix years, and when they are brought back, moft of the girls are placed at 
Salpetriere, and the reft with the boys in the fuburb of St. Antoine>> in which laft place 
there were at this time four hundred and fifty boys and girls, — I learned from the 
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lifts which are made out every month, that the whole number of foundlings on this 
foundation on the ift of May 1783, was thirteen thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
leven. 

In the provincial gaols I faw little worth noting, but what has been already mentioned 
at Paris. Thefe alfo have charitable patroneflcs, who take care that the prifoners be 
not defrauded of their allowances and procure them farther relief. But thefe prifons 
do not feem to be fo carefully infpe6ted as thofe in the city ; although the arrets of 
parliament for regulation of both are for the moft part fimilar, and were made in the 
fame year, 1717. They are drawn up with found judgment, and accurate knowledge 
of the complex fubjeft. I found many articles of them in the laws of other nations; 
but cannot fay whether the French arrets were compiled from them, or followed by 
them *. 

The 3 id article of the arret for the provinces requires that prifons be " au raiz de 
chaujfee" level with the ground -\. Yet at Challons, and fome other towns, I faw many 
prifoners in dungeons \ larger indeed, but in other refpe&s not much better than thofe 
at Paris. In the four horrid ones at the Prijon de St. Jojeph (formerly a convent) at 
Lyons, June 1776, were twenty-nine criminals : the heat fo exceiTive, that few of them 
had any other garment on than their fhirts. Some of them were fiek : none looked 
healthy. In the nine other rooms of that gaol there were one hundred and twenty- 
eight prifoners ; of which number twenty-two were women. 

To the Pierre-en cize, a flate prifon at Lyons, you afcend by more than two hundred 
fteps : among the few prifoners in it, I fat talking a while with one who faid he was in 
the fiftieth year of his confinement. 

I cannot leave this city without giving a ftiort account of the Hotel-Diet^ as it is 
the beft hofpital I have feen in France. It is near the Rhone ; the principal building 
is in the form of a crofs, near three hundred feet from end to end both ways. The 
wards thirty-two feet wide, and twenty -five feet high j with apertures between the 
joifts of the floor above, and two tier of windows; in many of them two cafements. 
Three rows of iron bedfteads in each ward. Under a dome in the centre is an 
odtagon altar, in view from every part of the crofs. Prayers, which are read there 
twice a day, can be heard through the wards. This part of the houfe is for thofe 
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* They are printed in quarto. The arret for the city is dated 18th June : it contains thirty-nine articles. 
The title is Arreft de la Cour du Parlement> pcrtant Reglement general four les Prifons, droits et fonclzons des 
Greffiers dts Geoles, Gcoliers et Guicheiiers defdites Prifons : A*vec le Tar if des droits aUribnis aufdits Geoliers. 
The arret for the provinces, dated ift September, has the fame title, except the Tarif. It contains thirty- 
three articles. To this arret is annexed three others, viz. the office of clerks, gaolers and turnkeys the 

aliment of prifoners — and their attendance at mafs. 

f The foundation of this was probably the firft article upon prifons in the excellent criminal Ordonnancc 
de Louis XIV. 1670, which direcls that they lhall be fo difpofed that the health of prifners fhatt not be incom- 
moded. 

A a 2 that 
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Lyons that have fevers. There are other wards for the wounded i for lying-in-women; for 
HoTEL " foundlings 5 for the infane : all feparate : and a room for chimrgical operations. The 
crofs-wards are fo airy, as not to be in the leaft offenfive : and yet there are, in 
another part of the houfe, two upper rooms ftill more airy and pleafant (chambres 
de convalejcence ) : to thefe they remove patients that are recovering ; and thofe whom 
I faw there faid they were very refrefhing. They come down from them at meals 
to a refedtory, Thefe rooms foon complete the patients recovery; and feem an 
excellent precaution againft the flow he£tic fever, of which our hofpital -phyficians 
fo frequently complain*. The whole was clean and quiet. There are eight chap- 
lains ; nine phyficians and furgeons ; and twelve fillers. Thefe are ladies of a reli- 
gious order, dreffed in a neat uniform, who make up, as well as adminilter, all the 
medicines prefcribed; for which purpofe there is an elaboratory and apothecary's 
fliop, confifting of five or fix apartments, the neateft and moft elegantly fitted up 
that can be conceived. — The front alfo of this hofpital being very elegant, I give the 
plate. 

Bordeaux At the Town-houfe in Bordeaux April 27, 1783, there were in three rooms down 
Prisons, twenty-feven fteps fifteen prifoners in irons, who told me they were never out. In two 
rooms down thirty-one fteps there were ten men, and in another room a woman. On 
the ground-floor there were many confined for flight offences. 

In the Palais (the prifon for the province), the men were in the court. The win- 
dows of the women's two rooms were (improperly) towards the ftreet. 

The Houfe of correction (Maifon de Force) is in a convent. The rooms were neat and 
clean. There were twenty-four women at needle-work, who put on their veils when I 
entered the hall. 

Hospital. The great Hofpital is in a clofe part of the city. The wards for men are on the firft 
floor round a quadrangle. The women have three wards on the ground-floor, one for 
medical patients; one for chirurgical (bleffk)^ the other for thofc that are very ill. In 
many of the wards there were two in a bcrd. This hofpital is kept clean, as it is under 
the care of* the religieufes - 3 who have alfo the care of the foundling hofpital which is a 
fpacious building near the river. 
St.Omer's. At La Prifon Royale^ or the new prifon, at St. Omer's, the daily allowance is a pound 
and a half of bread, and foup. The prifoners have clean linen every week. 

Dunkirk. In the prifon at Dunkirk, the French prifoners were in two or three rooms by 
themfelves. 

* I was induced to take fuch particular notice of this hofpital, from the recolle&ion of fomething 
fimilar to thefe chambers of convaltfcence propofed by my ingenious friend Mr. Aikin of Warrington, in his 
Thoughts on Hofpiiuls. I had not the pamphlet then with rae, but have fmce turned to the paflage, 
and find he advifcs that " all patients capable of fitting up, Ihould remain through the day in large airy 
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Here (January 1779) I found many of my countrymen prifoners of war. In five Dunkirk. 
rooms there were a hundred and thirty-three — captains, mates, paffengers and common Prisoners 

OF 

Jailors all crowded together — who lay on ftraw, with one coverlet for every three perfons. War. 
In three other rooms there were thirteen accommodated in a better manner, becauk 
moft of them were ranfomers, and capable of paying fix fous a night for their beds 
The court was fmall, being only forty-two feet by twenty-fix ; nor was there fufficient 
plenty of water. The bread, beer, and foup were good, and the beef tolerable. In a 
former war, the contract here was twelve fous a man ; in the laft it was fifteen. Each 
room was fupplied with two fmall faggots a day for firing. The fick (of whom there 
were only three) were taken to the military hofpital. The regulations were hung up 
in Englilh f and French. 

In 

• A ranfomer is a perfon confined as a fecurity, till the fum is paid for which a fhip has been ran- 
fomed. 

t B Y THE KING. 
Rules to be obferved by all Prifoners of War in the Kingdom of France. 
Article L The orders given by the commiflary of the marines encharged with the care of the prifoners 
are to be ftri&ly complied with unargued and undifputed. None of the prifoners fhall infult, threaten or 
abufe, much lefs ftrike the turnkey, nor any of thofe appointed to do bufmefs in the prifon, under the 
penalty of incurring fuch punilhment as fhall be ordered by the commiflary of the marines, and of loiing 
turn of being exchanged ; nay, further, they fhall be clofe confined and deprived of one half of their food or 
pittance. 

Art. II. All and every prifon er, when the comrnilTary makes review, lhall anfwer to their name or names* 
and if in the lift delivered to the commiflary there be found any error, they fhall point it out, that it may be 
reclined, in order to prevent the confufion that might refult from miftaking of names. 

Art. III. All prifoners that fhall refufe to anfwer to their names at the review, lhall be punilhed by being 
deprived" of their food till fuch time as they fubmit to the call. 

Art. IV. If there happen any damage to the place where the prifoners are kept, whether it be with intent 
to make an efcape, or o.therwife gurpofely and wilfully committed, the expence for repairing fuch damage (hall 
be paid out of the food of thofe that are found guilty of the infringement, and if there be no means of difco- 
vering the guilty perfons, all the prifoners fhall contribute an equal lhare out of their food to the* charges of 
fuch repair. ^ 

Art. V. Whoever after efcape from his prifon is retaken, lhall be (hut in a dungeon, and fhall be Aimed 
to half his pittance of food, till he has by this confinement fatisfied for the expences made for feizing and 
bringing him back to gaol, and lhall lofe his turn of exchange befides. A fea-ofHcer thus contravening, .fhall 
from that moment be looked upon and treated as a common failor. 

Art. VI. It is forbidden to fight, quarrel, or make any riot in the prifons or places where the 
prifoners are allowed to take the air, under pain of incurring fuch puiufhment as the offence may 
require. 

Art. VII. The prifons fhall be kept clean and neat by the failors, every man in his turn as lhall be regu- 
lated, and whatever failor fhall refufe this fervice in his turn, his food fhall be withheld from him till he fub- 
mit to it. 

Art. VIII. The prifoners are to inform the commiiTary of the clothes or other neceflaries they may want, 
and can pay for, and the commiffary lhall not only allow them to be provided with fuch things, but lhall alfo 
take care they be notimpofed upon in the price. 

Art. 
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Bercites. In the prifon at Behgues I found forty-feven En glifi prifoners. The table of vi&ual- 
Prisoners ling was hung up here as at Dunkirk, but the provifions were not fo good. There 
W 0F were twelve on their parole in this town, nine at Bourbourg, and two at Ardres, who 

W A R • 

told me they had procured bondfmen for their fecurity. 
Calais. The common Prifon at Calais, being fmaller than that at Dunkirk, was much 
crowded: for it contained one hundred and twenty-feven Englifh prifoners. Seven- 
teen fuilors lay in one room* on draw, without coverlets; a few had not even ftraw: 
on my complaining of this to the commijfary, he faid, he would fend to St. Omer's 
for coverlets. After informing him farther, that I had found captains, pajfengers and 
mates confined in France, but that I fuppofed perfons of this defcription in England 

Art. IX. In every prifon the prifoners may appoint three or five of themfelves, and change them at . 
their pleafure, in order to infpett their victuals and fee if they be good, and if they have their {hare or 
portion whether in weight or meafure according to the following victualling table ; and if there arife any 
reafon for complaint, either of dreffing, ferving them up, or otherwife, they are with decency to apprife 
the commiffary of it, who finding fuch complaint well grounded mall give immediate redrefs and do them 
juftice. 

Art. X. It (hall be allowed to tradefmen or fellers of ware (except fuch as deal in things that are not 
fit to be fold to prifoners) to wait at the great gate of the prifons from ten o'clock in the morning till three 
'in the afternoon, in order to fell their ware to fuch prifoners as have wherewithal to pay for them on the 
fpot. 

Art. XL Whatever prifoner mail dare by this means to take or bring in flrong liquors or other thing* 
that are not fit for prifoners, or (hall receive or deliver any letter, fhail be punimed for the abufe he has made 
of this facility. 



A TABLE OF VICTUALLING. 



Days of the 
Week. 


Middling Beer 

or Cider. 


Bread. 


Beef. 


Butter. 


Cheefe. 1 


Peafe or Beans. 




A Pot containing 


Pounds 


Pounds 






A Pint 




a quart and half 


Avoirdupois 


Avoirdupois 


Ounces. 


Ounces. 


Half a Pound 




Far is meafure. 


Weight. 


Weight- 






Avoirdupois Wt. 


Monday * 


I 


Ii 


I 






i 

I 


Tuefday 


I 


li 


i 








Wcdnefday 


1 


I* 


| 






r 

C 


Thurfday 


I 


It 


3 

X 








Friday 


I 


l\ 




4 


or 6 


■ 


Saturday 


1 


I| 


i 








Sunday 


I 


1* 


1 






j_ 

X 




7 Pots, or iotQu. 


ioi 


4i 


4 


6 


2 



In fuch places where beer or cider cannot be had, there (hall be delivered to each prifoner -three quarters 

of a quart of wine per day, Paris meafure. 



* That room was nineteen feet by twelve. In another fmaller room, in two tiers, were twenty-three 
hammocks belonging to the failors; for fometimes their hammocks were given them. The court this 
jprifon was only twenty- five feet by fourteen and a half. 

-were 
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were on their parole of honour-, he replied, and defired I would note it down, that Calais. 

1 J ■ Prisoners 

w a parole could not be granted without fecurity; a hundred guineas for captains, OF 

feventy-five for mates, fixty for failors, and twenty-five for boys." PafTengers were on 

the fame footing with captains. On the fecond day of my being there, the rules (the 

fame as at Dunkirk) were hung up, both within and without this prifon. 

Many of the prifoners in this and other prifons had no change of linen, and fome 
were almoft entirely deftitute of clothes, being the crews of veffels fliipwrecked in the 
great ftorm of December 31ft, 1778. 

There were twenty-fix of our people in a fpacious ward in the military hofpital, to 
whom great attention was paid. Each had a bed and fheets ; and their bread and meat 
were good. But moft of them having a diforder which did not break their fpirits, 
they would have been better plealed if their allowance had been equal to that in the 
prifon. 

1 fhall clofe this part, with reciting a few particulars which I think of confequence in Construc; 

AND 

the Conftruttion and Regulation of Hofpitals, moft of which have been collected from the r £CULA , 
obfervations I have made abroad. „ 0F 

Hospitals. 

The Situation of an infirmary or Hofpital fhould be on elevated ground, near a 
ftream, and out of a town — the entrance to it by a flight of eafy fteps ( a ) — the wards 
from twenty-five to thirty feet high, arched, and without buildings over them (b ) — 
diftin£t wards for medical and chirurgical patients (c) — rows of windows oppofite to 
one another, and even with the ceilings — hafps and ftaples to the upper falhes to prevent 
their being fhut ( d) — a ftone gallery for more readily opening and (hutting the win* 
dows^ — apertures near the ceiling, and the ceilings lath and plafter (f) — the fire- 
places in the middle of the longer fide of the wards — the beds in fpacious recefies (g) — 
the bedfteads iron painted> and with a fcrew, that the backs may be eafily raifed or 
lowered — the beds on varnifhed boards with hair mattrefles — in each ward a ciftern 
bafon and towel for the patients (h) — the vaults on the outfide of the wards (i) — airy 
rooms and refedlories for convalefcent patients (k) — a convenient bath, with an eafy 
defcent into it (I) — a piazza and fpacious walk to induce patients to take the air and 
exercifc ( m ) — two doors to each ward, one of them iron latticed ( n ) — the wards wafhed 
once a week — fcraped and lime-whited at lead once a year (0 ) — the patients wafhed at 
their admiflion in the cold or warm bath, and to conform ftrittly to the rules of nice ty 
and cleanlinefs. 

(a) See Rome, Florence and Madrid. (h) Peterfburg, Mofcovv. 

(b) Bologna, Florence. (i) Milan, Utrecht. 

(c) Burgos, Bordeaux. (k) Lyons, Peterfburg, Vienna, Paris. 

(d) Newport in the Ifle of Wight. (I) Worcefter, Glocefter, Manchefter. 

(e) Bologna. (m) Haflar, Plymouth. 



(f) Great hofpital at Madrid, Lyons. (n) Bologna. 

(g) Toledo, Burgos. (0) Edinburgh, Haflar. 
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PRISONERS OF WAR in ENGLAND, &c. 



w hen I vifited my countrymen confined as priibners of war in France, fome of the 
commijfaries and other gentlemen informed me, that they had received great complaints 
from the French prifoners in England. On my return in January 177 9, I waited on 
the commijftoners of the fick and wounded feamen, and gave them an account of the 
Englifh prifoners in France, and of my intention to vifit the French prifoners. In order 
to afiift me in this bufinefs, they very readily favoured me with letters to their agents at 
feveral prifons. 

Having determined to take another general view of Englifli prifons, to fee what 
improvements had been made, in confequence of two late afts of parliament *, and 
of the charges given by the Judges in their circuits to the grand juries, I chofe to 
begin my tour in thofe parts where mod of the French prifoners were confined j and 
of them, therefore, I fhall firit give fome account : in my narrative I now add my 
obfervations in 1782 on thefe and other prifoners of war, to whom I paid peculiar 
attention. 

p Ly - In the Mill-prifon near Plymouth, February 3, 1779, there were three hundred and 

ninety-two French prifoners. The wards and courts in which they were confined, were 
not fo fpacious as thofe appropriated to the American prifoners, nor were they fo well 
accommodated with provifions. The hofpital, which had fifty patients in it, was dirty 
and offenfive. 

In the fhip Cambridge there were three hundred and ninety-fix prifoners \ and the next 
day, two hundred and fifty more were coming in. — The bread was heavy, and the meat 
bad i and too little attention was then paid to the fick. An hofpital fhip, called the 
Tiger was fitting up for an infirmary f. 

At my vifit, July 30, 1781, the old prifon was difufed, and there were a hundred 
and eighty-feven French, two Spanifh and feven Dutch in a new prifon. This is 
lituated on an eminence ; the wards are fpacious (twenty feet nine inches wide), 

• 14th Geo. III. Cap. XLIII. and 1 6th Geo. III. Cap. XLIII. 
f This was an infirmary till the hofpital which they were building near Mill-frifon was finifhed. 

and 
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and there is a large area. In the infirmary, the cradles (or bedfteads) are fimilar 
to thofe in the royal hofpital *. — All the French prifoners embarked the next day in a 
cartel. 

None of the windows in the wards of this prifon (or in that at Shrevvlbury) were 
glazed; they had (Venetian) blinds fimilar to thofe in diftilleries (fee Plate II. A). This 
and the airy fkuation greatly contributed to the health of the prifoners, who alfo had 
the advantage of Dr. Farr's frequent vifits. 

Received into this prifon, 

From May 27, 1777, to Aug. 1, 1782, American 1296, Died 45. 

June 26, 1778, — Dec. 31, 1782, French 7673, 109. 

July 7, 1779, — Dec. 25, 1782, Spanifh 749, 12. 

Dec. 24, 1780, — May 7, 1783, Dutch 634, 13. 

Total 10352 179. 

Of the American prifoners, two hundred and twenty-eight had the fmall-pox, a hundred and 
eighty- two of them were inoculated at their own defire. — Twenty-five of the French prifoners died 
of their wounds. 

At Bristol, in a prifon which had been a pottery, there were a hundred and Bristol. 
fifty-one French prifoners, Feb. 9, 1779. The wards were more fpacious, and lefs 
crowded than thofe of the prifon near Plymouth. There were two day-rooms, in 
which many lhoe-makers, tailors, &c. were at work : an advantage which the pri- 
foners at Plymouth defircd, but could not obtain,-~The bread was good. — There 
being no infirmary, the fick were attended and victualled at a fmall houfe near the 
prifon, where feven fhillings a week was paid for each patient. There were five 
in that houfe, in a dirty and offenfive room. — March 2, 1782, there was a new 
prifon, built on a rifing ground about three miles from the city (two hundred and 
fifty-fix feet by forty-five), confifting of two floors, each of which having a par- 
tition, the wards were twenty-one feet wide. There was no chimney: the wards 
were dirty, being never vvafhed. Adjoining, is a fpacious infirmary, which has a 
fire-place in each wand, and a detached kitchen. The whole was enclofed by a 
low wall and pales. Here were feven hundred and feventy-four Spanifh, and thir- 
teen Dutch prifoners. Their guard was fifty of the militia. — The bread was not 
fo good, and the prifoners had not that attention paid them, as when the prifon was 
in the city. — Here was painted on a board, that an open market is allowed from ten to 
three. 

• By Dr. Farr's order, a board under the beds in the infirmary is brufhed with the §il eftar\ which cor- 
rects the noxious effluvia, and is an agreeable fecnt. — In mod of the hofpitals in Denmark and Ruffia, and 
alfo the houfes in Sweden, the floors are llrewed with the young (hoots of the fir. 

B b There 
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Win- There were a thoufand and fixty-two French prifoners in the prifon at Winchester, 

Prisoners" March 2, 1779* The wards are lofty and fpacious. The area large. The meat and 
beer were good : but the bread (being made with leaven and mixed with rye) was not 
fo good as that at Briftol*. If two or three of the rooms had been ufed as work-rooms, 
the health of the prifoners would have been promoted, and they would not have been 
indolently lying in their hammocks in the day-time i as I obferved they were, both here 
and at Mill prifon. 

Several prifoners were confined in the dark hole. — Forty days confinement on half 
allowance, in order to pay ten fhillings to thofe that apprehend them after efcapes, 
feems to be too fevere a punifliment. On fuch occafions, the obfervation of the worthy 
magiftrates at Bern always occurs to my mind, u that every one mud be defirous of 
regaining liberty. '' 

The hofpital wards were lofty, and upwards of twenty feet wide. Each patient had a 
cradle, bedding and flieets; and the furgeon paid them great attention f. 

Feb. 26, 1782, the prifon was cleaner than at my former vifit, and there were many 
improvements in the wards and courts. The well was in order. The number of pri- 
foners was three hundred and twenty-eight French, three hundred and forty-nine 
Dutch, and feven hundred and thirty Spanifh, befides in the infirmary, nine French, 
thirty-nine Dutch, and thirty-feven Spanifh. — On inquiring for the attentive furgeon, 
I was forry to hear, he had died of the gaol-fever, which was. fatal to many in this 
prifon. 

Forton. In a prifon not very convenient at Forton near Gofport, there were a hundred 
and feventy-feven French prifoners, March 2, 1779. On that day the meat was very 
bad, and had been killed, as the butcher's fervant faid, that morning : but it was 
returned, and Mr. Newfham the agent procured them good meat inllead of it. — Moft 
of the fix-pound loaves wanted weight. I faw the bread weighed for a hundred and 
forty-two prifoners, and obferved a deficiency of three pounds. — The draw, by long 
ufe, was turned to dull in the mattrefles, and many of them here, and at other 
places, had been emptied to clear them of vermin. The floors of the bed-rooms and 
hofpitals could nor but be dirty and ofFenfive, the boards having been laid rough. I 
took notice of this kind of bad policy in all the floors of the new prifon which was 
then building here, and almoft finifhed. 

The regulations were in the French language, and were the fame with thofe 
publifhed in a former war. They were evidently the original from which thofe 

* I particularly obferved the bread \ for in France It was remarkably good and welt baked,— The prifoners 
are much happier when an attention is paid to this article. 

+ Mr. Smith the agent alfo was afliduous in his department. He mentioned to me, in 1779, that he thought 
it would be an advantage if one of their prieils (two of whom were at a little diitance on their par*!*) were 
permitted to attend the prifoners. This, he faid, would be the means of comforting Come, of awing others, 
and of giving information whenever there was any juft reafon for complaints.- At my vifit in 1782, the 
Roman catholic prifoners had fitted up a little chapel. 

4 printed 
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printed in page 18 i are tranflated. For the fake of greater accuracy, they will be given 
at the end of the book, I was informed both here and at Winchefter, that they had 
been hung up, but were torn down. The regulations in the Spanifli language were the 
fame as thole in the French. — It would be better, to paint them on a board, which 
fhould be fattened in fome confpicuous place in every prifon. 

On the prifoners complaining that the bread was too light and the meat bad, 
I referred them to the ninth article of the regulations, by which they are directed to 
apply to the agent, and (if not redrelfed) to the comtnijjwners* One of them 
pertinently replied, u How is that pofiible, when every letter is examined by the 
agent * ?" 

At my vifit November 6,-1722, I found there was no feparation of the Americans 
from other prifoners of war, and they had the fame allowance of bread, viz* one pound 
and a half each. There were a hundred and fifty-four French, thirty-four Dutch, 
and a hundred and thirty-three Americans; of thefe, twelve French, twenty-five Dutch, 
and nine Americans were in the hofpital. The wards were not clean -f\ No regula- 
tions hung up. I weighed feveral of the fix-pound loaves, and they all wanted fome 
ounces of weight. 

The American prifoners then had an allowance from the States, paid by order of 
Dr. Franklin. I found a gentleman of Portfmouth diftributing this kind allowance. 
From Lady- day to Michaelmas, officers received one fhilling per week, and feamen 
fix-pence : and from Michaelmas to Lady-day, officers two (hillings and feamen one 
fhilling/w week. American officers were not on parole as other officers. 

Received into this Prifon, 

From June 13, 1 777, to Now 6, 1782, American 1200, Died 69. 

June 30, 1778, — Nov. 6, 1782, French 11720, 166. 

June 11, I779>--July 3, 1782, Spanifli 3028, 167. 

Dec. 30, 1780, — Sept. 28, 1782, Dutch 934, 17. 

Total 16882 419. 

There was a new temporary Prifon at Deal. It had an airy and fpaclous room Deal, 
below, and another above, and a convenient kitchen. — The regulations were hung 
up, the loaves were full weight, the provifions of all forts were good, and the 
jnattreffes had plenty of ftraw. I made my fir ft vifit (as I did always) without the 

' * I could have wifhed, that the gentlemen concerned for the American prifoners, had extended their re- 
gards alfo to the French, and by their attention and visits had obliged the contractors to be more careful in 
difcharging their duty. 

t It might have been better, if in the rooms appropriated to the fick, there had been women nurfes, as in 
the royal hofpitals at Haflar and Plymouth, which are neat and clean. 

B b 2 agents 
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Deal agents or "cohtraftors, and I had the pleafure of hearing the prifoners exprefs theit 
Prisoners fatisfa&ion. 

War, The prifon adjoins to the naval hofpital, the wards of which were clean and not in 

the leaft offenfive. In this the fick and wounded prifoners had the convenience of a 
ward, fimilar to that which the Englifli prifoners had at Dunkirk and Calais ; and were 
attended by a (kilful and humane furgeon. There were feventy-three in the prifon, 
and fifteen in this ward, April 17, 1779: and twenty-eight French and three Dutch 
December 5, 1782, and only one fick. 

Received into this Prifon, 

From Nov. 3, 1778, to Dec. 8, 1782, French 2420, Died 20. 

Dec. 23, 1780, • - Dutch 698, 15. 

July 15, 1779, - - Spanifh 32, o. 

Aug. 24, 1781, - - American 13, 1. 

Total 3163 36. 
Died of Fevers 24. Of Wounds ir. Of the Scurvy I. 

Cailisli. In the county gaol at Carlisle, in one large room in the debtors ward, there were 
twelve French prifoners, May 10, 1779. They were not fupplied with hammocks, as 
at Plymouth, Winchefter, &x. but lay on flraw without coverlets. Their allowance, 
fix-pence a jjpty. 

Pi m broke. On the 5th and 6th of June 1779, I vifited the prifons at Pembroke. There were 
fifty-fix French prifoners in an old houfe adjoining to that in which the Americans were 
confined. Molt of them had no (hoes or (lockings, and fome were alfo without fhirts.^ 
— They had no victualling table, nor did they know what was their allowance. There 
were two or three who had their allowance in money, which fhculd have been three 
fhillings and fix-pence a week each for their aliment, but fix-pence was deduced. 
They lay, in general, on the boards without draw-, for there were but four hammocks 
in two roofhs, each of which contained eighteen prifoners. Here was a court-yard, but 
no water or fewer. 

In the two rooms of the town gaol there were twenty French prifoners. They had 
fome ftraw, but it had not been changed for many weeks. Having no fnpply of 
water in the gaol, and not being permitted, as they were at the other prifon, to fetch 
water for themfelves, they were often neglefled. On Sunday at noon, no water had 
been brought to them from Friday evening. — They walked in a field, with a guard, 
about an hour every day. — Their bread was tolerable, but their beer very fmall, and 
their allowance of beef fo fcanty, that they preferred to it an allowance of cheefe and 
butter. 

At a houfe appropriated for an hofpital, there were nine French prifoners, befides 
five of the crew of the Culloden man of war, and three Americans. Thefe lay in 
8 three 
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three or four rooms on ft raw with coverlets, but without flieets, mattrefles or Pembroke. 

bedfteads. . Prisoners 

At my vifit October 21, 1782, there was a new prifon. Two rooms; one on the v/Ir. 
ground-floor, the other over it (thirty-fix feet by fixteen) very dirty and offenfive, 
though there were only fix French prifoners. They had been confined to their rooms 
on fhort allowance from the fourteenth of September for making an efcape. The bed- 
ding was on the floor; the ftraw in fome of the mattrefles had not been changed for 
eighteen weeks. The prifoners faid they were half ftarved ; the bread was very brown, 
and the weight of the daily allowance only fixteen ounces. No regulations were hung 
up. — The former agent was difmifled. 

No agent, or, relation of any agent, fhould be concerned in any contradl relative to 
prifoners of war. 

j 

Such observations as thefe have convinced me, that humanity and good policy require 
that infpeRors of the prifoners of war (hould be appointed, who fhould be defired 
to report quarterly their ftate as to health, provifions, &x. No doubt fome inde- 
pendent gentlemen in the neighbourhood would accept fuch an humane office without 
a falary. 

In another view, alfo, fuch an appointment would be advantageous. Thefe prifons 
are ufually guarded by the militia, and the centinels have in feveral inftances fhewn 
themfelves too ready to fire on the prifoners, in which they have been countenanced by 
inexperienced officers. Several perfons have thus been killed on the fpot, though per- 
haps there was no ferious defign of an efcape. The agent is too much in awe of the 
officers to make due inquiries and representations on thefe occafions; whereas an inde- 
pendent gentleman would probably exert himfeif in a proper manner. 

At Chester Caftle, Aug. 27, 1779, there were twenty-three French prifoners of war. Chestir. 
They were healthy and well, and made no complaint. 

At Liverpool, Nov. 30, 1779, were five hundred and nine prifoners of war, all Liverpool.. 
French, except fifty-fix Spaniards, who were kept feparate on account of the 
animofities between the two nations. Thefe were all confined in four or five rooms 
crowded with hammocks three tier high ^ but they had a fpacious airing ground, 
and the prifon was fituated on a fine eminence. There were thirty-fix fick, in fome 
fmall rooms of a houfe at a diftance from the prifon. Thefe had no flieets; but 
great attention feemed to be paid them by the furgeon, and they made no complaints. , 
At the prifon, the bedding wanted regulation. No table of rules or vi&ualling was 
hung up, (1779) or ever had been. The prifoners rejoiced at the difcharge of the 
late agent \ and from the character of the new agent, had every reafon to expert all 
due attention and humanity. Their meat was fine and good; the beer good ; the bread 
heavy.— Sep. 5, 1782, there were twenty French, feven Spanilh, and feven Dutch 
prifoners. 

Received 
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Liverpool Received into the Prifon at Liverpool*, 

Prisoners c; e p tem b er 3> 177 g } t0 September 5, 1782, French 1283, Died t±. 

War. September 5, 1779, — February 23, 1781, Spanifh 69, 3, 

February 2, 1781, — Odtober 8, 1782, Dutch 84, U 

Total 1436. 18. 

Here, as well as at all the other places throughout the kingdom where French 
prifoners were confined, I found that there was an allowance from the French court 
of one penny per day to all failors and boys; two pence to boatfwains, carpenters, &c. 
and three pence to thofe of fnperior rank; which was regularly paid them every 
month. There was bcfides a fupply from the fame court of clothes, linen, and (hoes 
to thofe who were deftitute of thefe articles ; a noble and exemplary provifion, much 
to the honour of thofe who conducted public affairs in France f ! 
Hull. The prifon in the fortrefs at Hull confifts of leveraji rooms, with two tier of 
(helves for the ftraw, or beds. There were only fifty-one Dutch prifoners, Jan. 30, 
1782, many having been lately fent to Shrewfbury. Thefe prifoners were fenfible of 
the attention paid them by Mr. Kirman the furgeon and agent. 
Lincoln. In the Cajile at Lincoln, Feb. 1, 1782, I found eight Dutch prifoners, who had 
teen taken ill on their march from Hull to Shrewfbury. One of them, an old man, 
died the next day $ the reft recovered. Their allowance was fix-penGe a day, and 
they were kindly fupplied from a collection made by Dr. Stinton, chancellor of 
Lincoln. 

Shrews- At Shrewsbury, in a large and elegant building on the bank of the Severn, called 
the orphan-houfe (as being ere&ed in 1765 for the reception of children from the 
foundling-hofpital at London), there were in June 1 782, three hundred and thirty- 

* The Scheme of Diet for prifoners of war in the Hof;ire! at Liverpool. 

Low Dieti Water-grueL panado, rice-gruel, milk-pottage, or broth, eight ounces of bread, (and 
if butter is ordered, two ounces). — For drink, toaft and water, ptifan, or white decoction. 

Half Diet. For IreahfaJI, milk-pottage j for dinner, half a pound of mutton, fome light 
bread-pudding, or in lieu of it, fome greens, a pint of broth, a pound of bread, and three pints of fmall 
beer. 

Full Diet. Breakfafi as above. F or dinner, one pound of meat, one pint of broth, one pound of 
bread, and two quarts of fmall beer. Supper, in the two laft mentioned diets, to be of the broth left at din- 
ner, or if thought necefTary to be of milk-pottage. 

Rice milk, orange whey, orange and lemon water, tamarind whey, vinegar whey, balm and fage tea to 
be difcretionally ufed by the furgeon. 

t I have fmce heard that a bounty was paid by the court of England to their prifoners in France, at the 
following rates, mix, captains, mates, failing matters, furgcons, and ftewards, threepence fer day each ; 
common faiiors, boys, and paifengcrs of inferior rank, three halfpence per day each ; which payment was 
made every twenty-eigTit days. 

eight 
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eight Dutch prifoners ; twenty-feven of them were in the hofpital. The wards were JJJ^*" 
fpacious, a hundred and twenty feet by twenty. At the back of the prifon there is a p RISON ers 
fine area of four acres well fupplied with water, and at the hofpital an area of one 
acre. The regulations in Dutch and French were hung up. The beds in the hofpital 
were not crowded ; ail had flieets ; and the furgeon paid great attention to the 
patients. 

Many of the prifoners were without {hoes and ftockings, and fome had no fhirts; for 
they had not received any bounty from the States, as the French and Spanifh prifoners 
had from their courts. But by a generous fubfcription in the town promoted by the 
furgeon (^61 : 15 : o), they were foon after fupplied with neceflary clothing. The 
Dutch government afterwards ordered an allowance 

At Yarmouth, July 8, 1782, there were ten French and ninety-two Dutch Yar- 

M OUT H . 

prifoners. Their rooms and court, and the three rooms of the infirmary, were too 
clofe. The regulations in French and Dutch were hung up. The provifions were 
good. The prifoners looked healthy and well : moft of them had been brought in but 
a few days. 

At Falmouth, Feb. 6, 1783, there were lixty-five French, twenty-four Spanifti and Fal- 
nineteen Dutch prifoners; of whom, fixteen French, fix Spanifh and five Dutch were in 
the hofpital. The prifon was fituated on a fine eminence about two miles from the 
town, and had plenty of water. The provilions were good, and the prifoners then made 
no complaint. — The hofpital was above a mile from the prifon. The patients lay 
fingle, in good cradles, hair-beds, fheets and coverlets. The wards were tiled, and 
were the more airy and falutary for not being ceiled. 

All prifons and hofpitals fhould be near towns, for the convenience of provifions 
being fent in regularly^ and the attendance of furgeons and agents. 

The Number of Prifoners, 

From Sept. 1 r, 1778, to Feb. 10, 1783, French 2669, Died 37.. 

July 10] 1779, - - Spanifh 185, 5. 

; Jan. 3, 1781, - - Dutch 302, 6. 



Total 3156 48. 

Signed R. W. Fox, Agent. 

My principal objeft in procuring lifts of the mimler of prifoners of war. wha had 
been received and had" died in feveral prifons, was to refute a prevailing opinion of our 
feverity and inattention to fuch prifoners. Thefe lifts, which I received from the agents, 
were afterwards checked by the books of the Commiffioners of fuk and wounded feamen in 
London, who readily granted me that favour. 

PRISONERS 
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PRISONERS OF WAR in SCOTLAND. 

Edin- I found in the caftle at Edinburgh, July 6, 1779, fixty-four French prifoners, in 

Prisoners two rooms formerly ufed as barracks for the foldiers. In one of the rooms they lay on 
w 0£r ftraw, two and two, in boxes againft the wall, with two coverlets to each box : in the 
other room they lay on mattreffes in hammocks. — The regulations as to diet, &c. were 
hung up. Their bread was excellent, and all other provifions good; nor was there any 
thing of which they made complaint, — They received every month, the allowance from 
the French court.— There were fourteen in the hofpital, which was a houfe at fome 
diftance in the city, where they had bedding and (beets, and great attention was paid 
them by the humane furgeon and agent. 

In the caftle, March 27, 1782, there were fifteen American and fourteen French pri- 
foners; and ten who were faid to be Irilh, who were clofely confined, being out only 
one hour in a day. In fuch clofe confinement prifoners fhould always have one of the 
doors iron-latticed. — The bread was very good ; the water in the well was brackilh, the 
prifoners fhould have been permitted with a guard to fetch water every day from tfcc 
city. — Auguft 17, 1782, there were only five French prifoners. 

The Number of Prifoners received at Edinburgh, from Nov. 23, 17785 to Aug. 17, 1782. 



French 842, 


Died 31. 


Spanifh 108, 


0. 


Dutch 10, 


0. 


Americans 30, 


— 3. 


Total 990 


34. 



In June §781 there were two hundred and feventeen French prifoners landed from the Jamaica 
fleet, who had been fourteen weeks on their pafiagc. All were ficlcly \ moft of them had an Invete- 
rate fcurvy : of thefe twenty-four died. 



PRISONERS OF WAR in IRELAND. 



Bel past. ON the 13th of July 1779, there were feventy-feven French prifoners at Belfast, 
who had been brought there the beginning of May. — There was no table of regulations, 
and they feemed to be much negle&ed. Sixteen of them were in the hofpital, includ- 
ing three attendants. Many others were fick, but in the hofpital there was neither 
room nor accommodations for them. 

At 



Sect. V. PRISONERS OF WAR. 



*93 



At Dublin, July 22, 1779, there were twenty-two prifoners of war, in a good 
room fitted up for a temporary prifon. Their bread and other provifions were very 
good ; and they were treated with all the humanity and kindraefs that could be ex- 
pected. 

In the Old Newgate, May 28, 17S2, there were thirty-two prifoners of war of 
feveral nations, being part of the crew of a Dunkirk privateer. They were confined 
in one large room. Allowance fix-pence a day to each. Thefe prifoners were foon 
after removed to Kilkenny. 

At Kilkenny, June 9, 1782, there were a hundred and fifty -feven French*, three 
Spanifh and five Dutch prifoners of war, befides eleven in the infirmary and feven- 
teen French on their parole. They were all privateers men : they looked healthy and 
had no caufe of complaint. This was acknowledged by thofe on parole, Mr. Waiters, 
the agent being attentive to them, — September 12, 1782, there were only three 
French and four Dutch prifoners. 
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The Number of Prifoners at Kilkenny, from Aug. 29, 1779, to Sept. 12, 1782. 

French 141 8, Died 34. 

Spanifh 1C2, g. 

Dutch 9, — — o. 



Total 1589 



43- 



* A copy of a lift of the fums which the French king grants to his fubjecls detained in England, &c. 
as a fupplemcnt to what they receive from the court at London. 

AT LIBERTY. 

£■ S. D. 

King's pips. To the furgeon majors and chaplains - - -per Day 003 

- - - To the volunteers of the firft clafs - - - 003 

. _ To the mailers, pilots and carpenters - - - 003 

To gunners, captains of arms, furgeons mates, apothecaries, fecond mafters 

of all conditions, fecretary of frigates, and fecond pilots - 003 
To the volunteers of good family - - • 002 

CONFINED. 

King's flips. To the fecond mafters, fcrgeant officers, gunners mates, and gun- 

fmiths - - - - - - 001 £ 

To the failors, foldiers, and fhip boys - - - 001 

MERCHANT MEN. 

Merchant feifj. Captains, at liberty, or confined - - * O o 3 

Second captains and other officers, at liberty, or confined - 002 

. . Sailors, foldiers^ volunteers and (hip boys. • - o o 1 

They arc alfo fupplicd when deftitute of clothing, each of them to the amount of one pound two (hil- 
lings and five pence halfpenny for jacket, waiftcoat, fhirt, fhoes, ftockings and hat. 

C c AMERICAN 
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AMERICAN PRISONERS. 

P LY . In MtlhpYtfan near Plymouth, there were two hundred and ninety-eight American 
mouth. prifoners on the 3d of February 1 779. Their wards and court were fpacious and 

American convenient, and their bread, beer, and meat good. On July 30, 1782, there were 

Prisoners. 1 r a t 

only leven American pnloncrs. 

Forton, The Americans were equally well accommodated at For ton near Gofport, where 
I found two hundred and fifty-one prifoners, March 2, 1779. 

The table of regulations was almoft the fame with that for the French prifoners. 
The principal difference was, that in the victualling table, the bread allowance was 
then only one pound a day. The meagre day was Saturday ; and againft the weekly 
article of two pints of peafe, was added, 4C or greens in lieu." The regulation, 
Art* 5. is well worth copying. " As water and tubs for wafhing their linen and 
" cloaths, will be allowed, the prifoners are advifed to keep their perfons as clean as 
<s pofiible, it being very conducive to health." 

Pembroke. At Pembroke, June 5, 1779, there were confined in an old houfe thirty-feven 

American prifoners. Some of them were without flioes and ftockings. There was 

no victualling table, or table of regulations ; nor did they know what was the allow- 
ance ordered by government. They lay on draw on the floor, and their ft raw had not 
been changed for fix or feven weeks. — By liberal fubferiptions, ample proviiion had 
been made for the other American prifoners : I was forry to rind that thefe had been 
entirely overlooked. 

In a houfe appropriated for an hofpital, in which were fome Engliih failors and 
French prifoners, I found alfo three American prifoners, very poorly accommodated. 
— I (hould"not omit mentioning that I found the American prifoners (except at Pem- 
broke) clean and well clothed — the latter, not entirely from the generous fupplies they 
have had from this country, but in conjun&ion with that from their own. — At my 
vifitsjn 17S2, the Americans were with the other prifoners of war, and had an allow- 
ance from the States; as I mentioned at Forton {page 187), 

Before I leave this fubjeft, it will be but juftice to mention the care and affiduity 
of the Commijfwners, who themfelves vifited many of the prifons in England, and dif- 
mifled fuch agents as had abufed their truft ; and who are ready to receive any infor- 
mation which may be for the benefit of thofe committed to their care. 
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SECTION VI. 



SCOTCH and IRISH PRISONS. 



IT may not be improper, before I enter on a particular account of Englilli prifons, 
to mention what further occurred to me that feemed worthy of obfervation, in my 
journies into Scotland and Ireland in 1779, 1782 and 1783. 

The prifons that I faw in Edinburgh, Glafgow, Perth, Stirling, Jedburgh, Had- Scotland. 
dington, Ayr, Kellb, Nairne, Bamff, Invernefs, &c. were old buildings, dirty and 
oftenfive, without court-yards and alfo generally without water. 

If a prifoner for debt declares upon oath that he has not wherewithal to maintain 
himfclf, the creditor muft aliment him within ten days after notice is given for that 
purpofe, with at leaft three pence a day , but generally the magiftrates order fix- 
pence. — By the procefs of ceffio bonorum-f, a debtor after being a month in prifon, may 
obtain his liberty, and be lecured againft execution for any previous debts, by mak- 
ing a furrender of all his effects to be divided among his creditors : though if he 
afterwards comes into better circumftances, his effe&s may be attached for the pay- 
ment of thofe debts. This companionate law prevents a creditor putting his debtor 
in prifon, unlefs he has good reafon to believe he is afting fraudulently. 

Perjury is not frequent in Scotland. The oath, and the form of adminiftering it, 
are very folemn. The witnefs, holding up his right hand, repeats the following 
words after the judge : — " By God himfelf, and as you (hall anfwer to God at the 
" great day of judgment, you fhall declare the truth, and nothing but the truth, in 
" fo far as you know, or fhall be a/ked at you." — The depofitions are read over 
by the clerk, and figned by the witneffes and the judge — It is enaded by the 
20th of Geo. II. that " the circuit-courts fhall be regularly held twice in every 
" year, within that part of Great Britain, called Scotland, and the Judges thereof 

* By ad of king Williams firft parliament, 169^, fixth feffion, Chap. XXXEI. 
f See the Principles of the Law of Scotland 5th edit. 8vo. Edinburgh^ 1777. page 462 and 3. 
J Loutbiaus Form of Ptccefs, lefcre the Court of Juficiary in Scotland. Edin. l^Z- fage 109. 
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Scotland. <; fhall continue by the fpace of fix days at leaft, at each town or place where the 
iC circuit-courts (hall be held, for the difpatch of bufinefs 

There are in Scotland but few prifoners ; this is partly owing to the fhame and 
difgrace annexed to imprifonment ; partly to the folemn manner in which oaths are 
adminiftered, and trials and executions conducted ; and partly to the general fobriety 
of manners produced by the care which parents and mimjlers take to inftrudl the rifing 
generation f, 

I am indebted to Andrezv Crqfbie, Efq. for an account, from the clerk of the 
judiciary, of the executions from January 1768 to May 1782, which fhall be inferted 
in a table at the end of the book; from which it will appear, that in thirteen years 
and a half, there have been only fifty-four executed, and twenty-two pardoned. 

In Scotland, executions formerly were not delayed after convidtion or fentence; 
fuch delays being often equally injurious to the criminal and to foctcty. Here, the 
punifliment of the offender was made to appear the immediate confequence of his 
crime j*. 

* This good aft is fimilar to one enafted for the counties of Wales in 34th and 35th of Henry VIII. 
Chap. XXVI. " That every of the faid feflions fhall be kept and continued by the fpace of fix days in 
*' every of the faid (hires, at either of the faid times, as is and hath been ufed within the faid three ftiires 
« of North Wales." 

f It is provided by ftatute m the jtxth fejffion of king William y s Jirfi parliament, 1696, Chap. XXVL 
4C That there be a fchool fettled and eftablifhed, and a fchoolmafter appointed in every parifti" in Scot- 
land, and the prelbytery has the fuperintendence of the execution of this a&, which has been carefully 
attended to. Many fchools are alfo fettled by donations and legacies, and by the fociety for propagating 
chriftian knowledge ; fo that no parifo is without a fchool, and in fome there are four or five. In the 
fouthern parts of Scotland, it is very rare that you meet with any perfon that cannot both read and write* 
It is fcandalous for any perfon not to be poflefled of a Bible, which is always read in the parochial 
fchools. 

9 

J By the a£l made in king William** firft feflion, 169-, Chap. IV. all capital crimes are reftricled to 
the trial and fentence within three Suns; and the " Execution, which is hereby left to the difcretion of 
the Judge, not exceeding nine days after fentence." — The Statute of the nth of Gee. I. Chap. XXVI. 
enatts, that no fentence of death, or corporal punifhmcnt, can, on the fouth fide of the Forth, be put ii> 
execution in lefs than thirty, and on the north, than forty days. This ftatute i;s altered in fo far as refpe&s 
punifhments that amount neither to death nor demembration; and the law allows all fuch letter corporal 
j punifhments to be inflicted after eight days on the fouth fide cf the river Forth, and twelve dnys on the 
north fide of the river Forth. This alteration is made by the ftatute of the 3d of Geo. II. Chap. XXXII. 
which likewife empowers the court of jufticiary to ftay execution of fuch fentences pronounced in inferiour 
courts for thirty days, upon caufe (hewn, that fuch application may be made for redrefs as may be 
competent by the laws of Scotland. The ftatute of the nthof Geo. I. is referved entire by the ftatute 
of the 25th of Geo. II. Ch«p. XXXVII. which enacts, that murderers in England (hall be executed 
within three days. 

AH 
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All criminals arc tried out of irons: and when acquitted, they are immediately dif- Scotla 
charged in open court ; and no gaoler has a fee from any criminal. — Women are not 
put in irons in Scotland. 

In the Tolbooth at Edinburgh*, July 6, 1779, there were thirteen debtors and Fdin 
nine felons ; and in the Canongate Tolbooth, there were five debtors and one felon : 
and in the koufe of correction there were fifty-three women, crowded into three dirty and 

offenlive 



• I here give the table of fees from the Tolbooth 111 this city, which Is the only one I faw In the prifons 
in Scotland, except a fimilar one in the Canongate Tolbooth, and one at Glafgow. 

ACT of COUNCIL regulating the fees payable to the jailor and clerk of the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. — 
Edinburgh, feventeenth July, feventeen hundred and twenty-eight. The which day the Lord Provoft, 
bailies, council, deacons of crafts, ordinary and extraordinary, being convened in council, and taking 
into confideration the prefent Hate of their Tolbooth, and particularly the fees that have been in ufe to 
be exacted by the jailor and clerk of the faid prifon, both from creditors at incarceration of prifoners, 
and from the debitor or perfon himfelf imprifoned ; and judging it highly reafonable, that thefe fees 
Ihould for the future be publicly afcertained by authority of the council for the benefit of all concerned ; 
therefore the council do tax and fettle the fame as follows, viz* 

Fees payable to the Jailor. 

The incarcerator of any debitor for any fum of money lhall pay at incarceration one halfpenny flerling 
for each pound Scots, and another halfpenny flerling of each pound Scots to be paid by the debitor at his 
liberation ; and this in place of one penny flerling of each pound Scots in ufe to be paid by creditors at in- 
carceration, and of the like fum of one penny flerling of each pound Scots, ufually paid by the debitor at 
liberation as relief money. 

Scofs. 

£■ s. D. 

Item, Each perfon imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife not being a burgefs, lhall pay to 

the jailor of houfe dues each night attour what is above - - -068 

Item, Each burgefs imprifoned for a civil debt or otherwife, lhall pay alfo to the jailor of 

houfe dues each night attour what is above - - - - ° 3 4 

Item, The incarcerator of any perfon or perfons by the lord's letters of iaburrows lhall pay 

at incarceration - - - - - - 300 

Item, The incarcerator of any perfon or perfons on Iaburrows by a magifhate, (heriif, or juilice 

of peace, fhall pay at incarceration - - - - - 1 10 o 

Item, The incarcerator of any perfon for exhibition of papers, or for implementing of writs 
(captions of reproduction of procelTes before the inferior courts excepted) (hall pay 
at incarceration - - - - - -1100 

The council ordains and declares when any gentleman or other perfon lhall be incarcerate in the 
Tolbooth, and lhall defirc to have a room in the prifon by him or herfelf, fuch perfons Qiall be liable for 
the conveniency of fuch room to pay to the jailor ten /hillings flerling weekly in place fcf prifon fees, or 
fuch as they and the jailor fhall agree, but not to exceed ten (hillings. 

That all prifoners fhall be liable to pay the under- keepers, and the woman who cleans the houfe 
as prifoners were in ufe to do before the aft of council the 17th day of July 1728 j but if any difpute 
lhall arife ihercanent, the magifirates for the time being fhall have the full power of determining the 
fame. 

Fees 
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Edin- offenfive rooms, where they work and fleep.— March 28, 1782, there were in the 
eufiGH. Tolbooth, four debtors and twenty-three criminals; in the Canongate, two debtors ; 
and in the houfe of correffion, thirty-feven women. 

I will only juft mention the clofe confinement of poor * criminals in the Tolbooth, 
the horrid cage in the room known by that name, and the feverky praftifed there 
of chaining the condemned to an iron bar ; bccaufe I found that the late Provoft 



Fees payable to the Clerk of the Toleoot h. Scots. 

£. S. D. 

Imfrimls, Each perfon incarcerate upon any laburrows, fhall at his liberation pay • 0120 

Item, Bach perfon incarcerate by warrant from the magiitratcs, fhall at his liberation pay 060 
Item, Each perfon incarcerate by warrant from fherilF orjuilice of the peace, (hall at libera- 
tion pay - - - - - - - 0120 

Item, All government prifoners fhall pay each at liberation - - - 200 

Item, For each petition by a prifoner for the benefit of the acl of grace, and for the clerk's 

declaration thereto fubjoincd fhall be paid - - - O 6 o 

Item, For the borrowing or delivering up of any diligence by which prifoners are in- 
carcerate (all magilt rates warrants at or within ten mercks excepted) (hail be 
paid - - - - - - - 040 

Item, All perfon s incarcerated or arrefted for a fum or fums at or below £120 Scots 
fhall pay to the clerk at liberation four pennies for each pound Scots ; and for fums 
above £120 Scots, fhall pay at liberation to the clerk two pounds Scots and no 
more. 

Item, All perfons incarcerate for exhibition of papers, or for implementing of writs (cap- 
tions for reproduclion of proceJfes before the inferior courts excepted) fhall pay to 
the clerk at liberation - - - - - - 1 10 e ' 

Item, All creditors or incarcerators of prifons for civil debt or otherwife fhall be free of all 
fees to the clerk at incarceration. 

And the council flatucs and declares that if any fees fhall be demanded or exacted in time coming, by 
the jailor or clerk of their Tolbooth, other than thefe above fet down, they fhall incur the deprivation of 
their refpeflive offices ; and ordain their prefents to be printed and publifhed, that none may pretend igno- 
rance. 

And the council hereby ordains James Cleland principal jailor and his fuccefTors in office, to affix a copy 
hereof in the Tolbooth ball, and in his own office, under the penalty of £5 Scots, toties quotics. 

Extracted (figned) George Home, 

Edinburgh, the Sixth Day of July, Seventeen Hundred and Seventy-nine Years. Thefe do certify 
by me William Gillet clerk to the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, that the above is a true and cxaft copv of the 
acl: of council of the city of Edinburgh, by which the keeper of the faid Tolbooth and me as clerk thereof 
are governed. 

William Giiks. 



# I fry p<(r, becaufe fuch as have money have too much liberty. For in the fame prifon, I lately fayv 
fnme, who were confined for a riot, drinking ivhijkey in the tap-room, in company with many profligate 
townfmen, who were readily admitted, as they promoted the fale of the gaoler's liquors, 

.5 Mr- 
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Mr. Steuart was ufing his bed endeavours to eet a new gaol built, which fhould be Edin- 

& ... BURGH. 

fubjedt to better regulations and ftand in a more airy fituation. 

I could not but admire the Royal Infirmary at Edinburgh. Few hofpitals in England Infjr- 
exceed it in airinefs and cleanlinels. Great attention is paid to the patients, and their 
complaints are very accurately minuted : the ftudents attend the phyfician in his 
round of the wards. The fuccefs of this inftitution is evident, from the few that die 
in comparifon with the number admitted. The proportion of deaths to the number 
admitted, from 1770 to 1775 inclulive, was as one to twenty-five nearly. In 1776 
and 1777, the proportion was nearly as one to twenty-nine. The total number of pa- 
tients admitted in 1780 was two thoufand two hundred and twenty-eight, of whom 
feventy-fix died: the number in 1781 was two thoufand two hundred and fix, of 
whom feventy-four died — Dr. John Hope, the firft phyfician in this hofpital (who lives 
very near it and gives unremitting attendance) informed me, that two or three years 
ago, a putrid fever prevailed in it ; but that white-wafhing the walls had eradicated 
the infedion, and that this falutary praftice had been continued ever fince *. 

The Orphan-hofpital alfo defferves particular commendation, in which in 1782, Orphan- 
there were about ieventy boys and fixty girls, who appeared decently clothed, Ho * PITAL - 
cheerful, clean and healthy. The girls are taught (befides reading and writing) 
fpinning, knitting, fewing and houftiold work ; and the boys carding, fpinning, 
knitting, mending their clothes, &c. All are educated in the principles of virtue and 
religion, and formed to fuch habits as may tend to make them good fervants and ap- 
prentices. Every part of the houfe was clean. — The maintenance, &c. for each child, 
is about jfe<? pounds. — Mr. Tod, the treafurer, merits peculiar refpedt for the attention 
and zeal with which he endeavours to promote the ufefulnefs and credit of this 
hofpital f. 

In the Tolbooth at Glasgow, July 9, 1779, there were thirteen debtors and feven Glasgow, 
criminals ; and in the houfe of correction* feventeen women were fpinning, decently 
clothed: in September 1782, there were eighteen debtors and five criminals in the 
Tolbooth % y and twenty-fix prifoners in the houfe of correction. 

The 

* See page 30. On my vifit at Haflar hofpital in November 1782, I had the pleafure to hear that 

there was an order to white-wafh the wards twice a year. 

t I mufl not omit here making my acknowledgments to the magiftrates of Edinburgh, for the honour 
they did me, by prefenting me with the freedom of this city. 

\ COPY of the Fees and Regulations to be exacled and obferved in the Tolbooth at Glafgow ; 
as appointed by Act of the Magiftrates and Town Council of Glafgow, dated the 31ft of 
Auguft, 1769. 

Sterling. 

I. Every burgefs incarcerated, fhall, during his confinement, pay for jaylor fee, for each £. S. D. 
night, at the rate of - - - - - - 002 

And every perfon not a burgefs, fhall pay for jaylor fee, during his or her confinement, 

each night, at the rate of - - - - - 004 

2. Every 
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The Number of Prifoners, September 1782. 
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2. Every perfon imprifoned by virtue of an adt of warning, fhall pay to the jaylor, exdufive 

of the dues in ift article ------ 

And every perfon incarcerated by virtue of a written warrant, from a magiftrate, a 
jultice of peace, or a flierifT, (hall pay - 

3. Every perfon incarcerated by virtue of a caption, or a judiciary, or admiral warrant, (hall, 

exdufive of the dues in ift article, if a burgefs, pay • - 

If an unfreeman, ------ 

4. The jaylor, on figning an atteftation of a commitment, fhall receive 
And on the delivery up of diligence to perfons neglecting to require the fame, within 

eight days after the prisoner's liberation, he lhall receive - 

Rules to be obferved by the Jaylor and his fervants. 

1. The jaylor lhall not by himfelf or any of his fervants. dire&ly or indirectly, demand or receive 
from any prifoner, or from any perfon in his or in her name, at entry, or during his or her confinement, 
any funis of money under the name of entry money, garnifhing, or any other denomination, feparate 
from and over and above the fees ftipulated as above. Further, the jaylor fhall not fuffer any of the 
prifoners, to make demands of money or drink from perfons newly incarcerated, on any pretence what- 
foevcr. 

2. The jaylor (hall, from ift of April to ift of October, open each day the prifon at eight, and Ihut it 
half an hour after nine in the morning; open it at eleven before noon, and ihut it half an hour after two 
o'clock afternoon ; open it at four o'clock afternoon, and (hut it at ten o'clock at night. And from the 1 ft of 
October to th* ill of April, he (hall open the prifon each day at nine in the morning, and (hut it half an 
hour after two o'clock afternoon ; open it at four o'clock afternoon, and (hut it at ten o'clock at night ; 
only on Sundays, the prifon (hall be (hut during publick worfliip, any thing in this rule to the contrarv. 

And the jaylor is always to keep the whole keys of the prifon in his own cuftody while it is fliut up, and 

not entry ft them with any of his fervants. 

3. The jaylor, every morning and evening, at the opening of, and before (hutting up the prifon, (hall 
perfonally vifit every room and place therein, carefully infpect the windows, chimnies, and walls thereof, 
m order to prevent and difcover all attempts to cut the iron ftanchers, or to break through the (lone walls, 
joifts, and floors of the prifon, and he (hall take particular care, that no in ft rumen ts be conveyed to, or 
be in the pofijfTion of any of the prifoners, whereby they may effectuate their cfcape, or hurt one ano- 
tiicr y and in cafe the jaylor (hall, through indifpofition, be prevented from the execution of his duty, 
he lhall take care to employ fome faithful perfon in his abfence. 

4. The jaylor and his fervants, are exprcfsly prohibited, on any account, to fell, or fufTer to be brought 
in to any of the prifoners, fpirits, or ftrong liquor, whereby they may be in danger of being intoxicated; 
and to ufe their utmoit endeavours to promote fobriety amongft thofe under their charge. 
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It would, perhaps, anfwer no end to give a defcription of all the Scotch prifons that 
1 vifited. I will, therefore, only add to this account the following particulars. 

At Dumfries in the court-houfe is a room called the open gaol (fixteen feet three 
inches by eleven feet three) with clofets and a fire-place, where a debtor that finds bail 
has the key, and may converfe at the door. — The gaol in this town was burnt by a 
prifoner fome years ago. To prevent this for the future, the rooms in it have been 
vaulted. 

The like accident happened to the upper floor of the Tolbooth at Aberdeen, a neat 
and clean prifon, the upper floor of which is now very properly arched over. 

The Tolbooth at Inverness has no fire-place, and is the molt dirty and ofFcnfive 
prifon that I have feen in Scotland ». (The room for debtors is fixteen feet by fourteen 
and a half: that for felons about thirteen feet and a half fquare, and only fix feet and a 
half high; the window is twenty inches by fix.) 

In one of the piers of the ftone-bridge at Invernefs, there is a vaulted room intended 
for a prifon. This room was conftrufted in 1684, when the bridge was built, but had 
not been opened for three years before my late vifit. Near the wall of the bridge there 
is a trap-door twenty-two inches fquare, and a few fteps down from it, an iron door (two 
feet three inches wide, and two feet and a half high), from which there is a defcent 
of a few fteps more to the room juft mentioned, which is ten feet four inches by feven 
feet fix, and fix feet high. On the fides there are a (tone feat, a fmall window, and two 
apertures to dip for water, &c. 

g. The jaylor (hall keep the priibners for debt, in the bell rooms, and feparate from criminals and 
diforderly perfons, and prevent, as much as poflible, their aflbciating and conver/ing together, and 
the friends and fervants of debtors, (hall be allowed at all convenient times, to bring in vivcrs for their 
fupport. 

6. In order to make the prifon more healthy and clean, the jaylor (hall, at his own expence, caufe pair 
and clean the (lairs, fweep the rooms, and remove and carry away all filth and naftinefs, at lead, three times 
in the week. 

7. The jaylor, in the event of his exacting, by himfclf, or his fervants, more fees than fiipulated 
as above, or in the event of tranfgrefling any of the rules or inilruclions forefaid, lhall be difmiffjd 
from his office, or otherwife punilhed as the magiflrates, for the time being, and council fnall judge 
proper. 

It is recommended to the magiHrates, frequently to examine and inquire into the fidelity of the 
jaylor and his fervants ; and the council hereby ordains thefe dues and regulations to be printed and 
publifhcd, that none may pretend ignorance ; and ordains John Rowan jaylor, and his fucceflbrs in 
office, to affix a copy hereof in the moll public part of the Tolbooth, under the penalty of ten pounds 
Scots. 

* As this is the circuit-town for feven other counties (one third of Scotland), I hope the judges will 
recommend the cre&ion of a new gaol. A regard to themfelves requires this ; for the offenfive room in which 
the criminals are lodged, opens into the court, — Part of the forfeited eftates might be appropriated to that 
purpofe. 
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The following defers may be remarked in the prifons in Scotland. 

They have no courts belonging to them * ; generally want water and fewers ; — 
are not clean * — they are not vifited by the magiftratesj — too little attention is paid 
to the reparation of the fexes ; — the keepers are allowed licences for the fale of the 
molt pernicious liquors the confequence of which is, that the county allowance 
being paid in money to the prifoners, they generally fpend it in whifkey inftead of 
bread. 

" We do not think it pofilble, that a nation can attain to improvement in fcience, 
" to refinement of tafte, and in manners, without,, at the fame time, acquiring a 
u refinement in their ideas of juftice, and feelings of humanity f 
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I was happy in finding at Dublin in 1779, a Nevo Prifon almoft ready for the 
removal of the prifoners into more airy and convenient apartments, in which I hoped 
the Ihocking intercourfe of the two fcxes which took place in the old prifon, would 
be avoided. This new prifon is one hundred and feventy feet in length, and has 
fcparate courts for men and women. The cells on the firft and fccond floors are about 
twelve feet by eight, and on the upper floor twelve by four, all arched with brick, to 
prevent danger from fire ||. I was forry to find dungeons, and wifhed they might never 
be ufed, except at night for the condemned. It might be beft to convert the chapel 
at the top of the lioufe into an infirmary \ for the fide rooms are too fmal], and likely 
to produce infection, 

* The original caufe of this feems to have been the following very fevere maxim in the Scotch law. 
c * After a debtor is imprifoned, he ought not to be indulged the benefit of the air, not even under a guard ; 
M for creditors have an intereft, that their debtors be kept under clofe confinement, that, by the Jqualor 
" careen's, they may be brought to pay their debt." Ad Seff. 14. June 1671. The Principles of the Law 
of Scotland, 5 th edit. p. 461. 

t Hugo Arnot's Hijlcry of Edinburgh, p. 298. 

I I have frequently referred, in the early parts of this work, to the Irijb acls of parliament for the regu- 
lation of prifons, as containing many articles highly laudable and worthy of imitation. I am forry, however, 
that it is ncceflary for me to fay, chat the police of this country in thefe matters is as defective in point of 
execution, as it is commendable in theory. 



|| It would have been much better if the fame precaution had been ufed in London Newgate* 

In 
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In the two courts there are pumps. Great attention fhould be paid to air and clean- 
linefs in the ftaircafes, cells and vaults, and in the narrow paflages, to prevent them 
from becoming offenfive and infectious*. I well remember the dreadful ftate of Dublin 
Newgate in the beginning of the year 1775, when I faw numbers of poor creatures ill 
with the gaol-fever, unattended and difregarded. 

The criminals in the gaols of Ireland are very numerous. One reafon of this may 
be, that in this country there are no houfes of correction, unlefs cages could be 
called fo, in which drunken or riotous perfons are locked up for a night or two f. 
Another reafon is, that acquitted perfons are continued in confinement till they have 
difcharged their fees to the clerk of the crown, or peace, the flieriff, gaoler and 
turnkey J. Even boys almoft naked, and under the age of twelve, are fometimes 
confined a year or two for thefe fees, though amounting to no more than about 
forty fhillings ||. How furprifing is it, that any kingdom can endure fuch injuftice! 
It is a particular aggravation of it, that the prifoners thus confined, generally lofe, 
at the fame time, their allowance of bread §. I have heard that Judge A/ton (who was 

* The pafiages are three feet and a half wide, and the flair cafes only two feet one inch. 

t It may be an exception, that in a houfe adjoining to old Newgate called the Hack dcg } there were federal 
fnes> Sec. and that in another houfe (a fort of bridewell adjoining to the work-houfe in Dublin) I found in 
1779 eleven young creatures ; fomc of thefe for fmall offences were confined with outrageous lunatics. The 
magiftrates feem to have overlooked a companionate direction in an acl of their legillature (fee 3d of Geo. III. 
Chap. XXVIII.) " that perfons of infane mind and outrageous behaviour" are not to go in common with the 
other prifoners. 

t There is an acl for difcharging without fees, perfons who fliall be acquitted fC of offences for which 
" they are or (hall be indiclcd, and for making a compenfation to fherirTs, gaolers, clerks of the crown, 
" and clerks of the peace, for fuch fees," by a prefentment on the refpedlive counties. But many that are 
acquitted receive no benefit by it, becaufe the prefentment mull be made by the foreman of the petty jury 
to the grand jury, and confirmed by the Judges of aflize j and alfo the fum prefented at one aflrze muft not 
exceed " ten pounds if it be a county at large;" or " five pounds if it be a county of a city or county of a 
town." 3d Geo. III. Chap. V. /. ior, 101. 

|| The fees of the Clerk of the crown, or peace £182 Irijb. 

Sheriff - - - -079 
Gaoler - - - - 079 
Turnkey - - ."-oil 
N. B. One (hilling Enghjh is thirteen pence hijb. 

§ Since writing the above, by an acl of 21ft and 2 2d of Geo. III. for reviling, continuing and amending 
feveral temporary ftatutes, it has been enacled (page 827) i( that every perfon confined or to be confined in 
" any of his majefty's gaols within this kingdom, charged with any criminal offence, fhall be intitled to 

receive the prifoners allowance of b ead, during the time of his or her faid confinement ; and if fuch perfon 
u (hall, after having been tried for fuch offence and acquitted thereof, be confined for his or her fees, every 
u fuch perfon fo confined fliall be in like manner intitled to the like allowance." — This however being the 
lail claufe in the acl, has efcaped the attention, as Sir Francis Hutchinjon juftly obferved to me, of the com- 
piler of the fmall gaul-code. 

D d 2 here 
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Dublin here Lord chief juftice of the common pleas) often ordered the acquitted prifoners to 
Prison. be difcharged. In 1779 I obtained the releafe of fome boys from the county gaol at 
Kilmainham> on paying for them half fees \ and of fome others from Newgate > the Iheriffs 
of Dublin confenting to relinquifti their fees. But as thofe boys had been aflbciated 
with the moft profligate and abandoned felons for many months, I did not in the leaft 
wonder to find that fome of them returned to their former habitation in a few days, — 
In 1783 the deputy keeper of the new prijon gave me a lift of fixteen detained for their 
fees. At Kilmainham alfo I found there were fifceen acquitted prifoners confined for 
their fees in the dungeons. At both thefe prifons I reftored to their families feveral 
who feemed the moft proper objects of compalTion. Some had children dying with 
the fmall-pox, others had hardly rags to cover them. But this diftrefs had no more 
effed on the clerk of the crown, Iheriffs and gaolers, than to engage them to give up 
half their fees. 

In 1782, a bill was brought in by Mr. Provoft Hutchinfon which pafied into an a& 
for difcharging all thofe who were then in confinement for fees only (21ft and 2 2d of 
George UL Chap. XLI.) I have every reafon to hope, from the attention and humanity 
of this gentleman, that during the prefent feffion, a perpetual aft for the fame purpofe 
will be paffed. 

On pafiing the old prifon frequently, I could not avoid obfcrving officers from 
the recruiting regiments waiting at the doors and windows, to receive either the 
offenders who were permitted to enlift, or any of their affociates. When the exceffive 
profligacy and daring wickednefs of this fet of people is confidered, the moft 
melancholy apprehenfions muft be entertained, of the dreadful confluences likely 
to refult from their mixture with thofe who may have had a fober education, and 
have entered voluntarily into the fervice of their country j* 5 and likewife of the 
danger to fociety in general, from turning loofe fuch a fet of wretches at the clofe of 
a war. 

Our Englilh prifons have alfo contributed their fliare towards recruiting the army, 
enlifting being the condition on which many have obtained their releafe from confine- 
ment, or immunity from fome oiher punifliment. I fhall make no farther remark on 
this praftice, but that if it be a necelTary one, the legiflature may receive fome fatisfac- 
tion from the effefts of their late falutary laws refpefting the health of prifoners. If 
this mode had been adopted while prifons were in their former ftate, it would have 
been the occafion of carrying the moft fatal d'tjeafts into the midft of our feamen and 
ioldiers. 



* I mall always rcfieft with pleafure on the unexpected honour which at this time was done me by the 
College, by prefenting me with the degree of Doctor of Laws. 

t Thefe dreadful confeqnences have followed in a new raifed regiment, which I faw in Scotland in 
1782. 

There 
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There is a new Marjhalfea prifon in Dublin. The firft ftone was laid, as appears by Dublin 
the infcription, July 3, 1775. — At m y viftt in x 779> here were about fixt y prifoners *. — MA s E S r. AL ~ 
In the city Marfhalfea> which is a very old building, there were fifty-five debtors. Many 
debtors in this and the other prifons, being not alimented, are obje&s of compaffion. 
But fome of them are relieved by the care of a humane fociety at Dublin, fimilar to 
that called the Thatched-Honje Society in London. — Such focieties dcferve the higheft 
praife. — I wifh however to recommend to companion other prifoners (whofe miferies 
have been long hid from the eyes of the public) who^ though they feem to dcferve 
afliftance lefs, yet need it more, to fave them from the ruin to which the bad ftate of 
the prifons expofes them. 

I obferved with pleafure, the progrefllve improvements in the Houfe of Indujlry. At House 
my laft vifits, the houfe, infirmary, and cells for the lunatics were quite clean, and the industry. 
numerous inhabitants quiet and orderly; which is chiefly owing to the daily inipedtion 
of the governors in rotation. In the year which ended March 25, 1782, there came 
in voluntarily two thoufand eight hundred and nineteen - s and four hundred and fixty 
were compelled. Augiift 2, 1783, the number was one thoufand four hundred and 
forty. 

There is an Irifti aft for preferving the health of prifoners, pafled in the 17th and 
1 8th of George III. Chap. XXVIII. fimilar to the Englifh aft f for the fame purpofe. 
But I did not find it in any of the prifons.— %There is another aft of the fame year, 
which is fimilar to the Englifh aft, for " the punifhmcnt, by hard labour, of offenders 
who, for certain crimes, are or fhall become liable to be tranfported." But the bulks on 
the Thames having cruelly deftroyed many healthy and robuft young men, their cries 
probably reached the Irifli fhore, and prevented any proceedings in confequence of that 
aft. 

In 1782, I found that the Houfe of Commons had taken into confideration that 
part of the police which refpefts prifons, and had appointed a gaol-committee for 



* In one of the infolvent afts in Ireland (nth George II. Chap. XVf. /. 986) I found a Jtngular claufe, 
which 1 wifh had been inferted in fome of our late infolvent afts ; to compel debtors, inftead of continuing in 
prifon, and fpending their fubltance there, <s to difcover, and deliver up to their creditors, their eftate and 
effects, in order to the fatisfaftion of their jufl debts." 

+ This differs from the Englifh aft In one important circumftance. The Englifh aft requires " the walls 
" and cielings of the fevcral cells and wards, both of the debtors and the felons, and alfo of any other rooms 
*' ufed by the prifoners in their refpeftive gaols and prifuns, where felons are ufually confined, to be fcraped 

and white-wafhed, once in the year at lead, to be regularly wafhed and kept clean, itc." whereas the Irljh 
aft requires the fame precautions in the cells, wards, and rooms of gaols and prifons without reftriftion ; for 
the claufe ** where felons are ufuallj confined" is omitted. — 1 have known it pleaded as an excufe for not white- 
washing and keeping clean the prifons in England where only debtors or petty offenders have been confined, 
that, they were not obliged to it by the aft of parliament. 

< this 
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Dublin, this purpofe. To this Committee I reported the ftate of feveral of the prifons in 
Dublin * 

New I carefully infpedted the gaols in Dublin in 1783- The following remarks on the 
Prison. j^ ew p r y on j t h' m k particularly worth mentioning. It is not kept clean — The pumps 
being out of order there is no regular fupply of water — There is no proper feparation 
of the fcxes from one another — or of petty offenders from the moft abandoned crimi- 
nals — Numbers of acquitted prifoners are detained for the fees — Such as are committed 
to hard labour are confined in idlenefs — There is no bedding* though the floors are 
ftone — Spirituous liquors are fold in the prifon f — New comers are robbed, or ftrippcd 
and abufed for the penny-pot orgarnifli^ — The proper prifoners have not the ule of 
the day-rooms § — The dungeons are ufed as lodging-rooms for prifoners before they 



# At my vJfit in June 1782, the Number of Prifoners was 


as follows. 




Debtors. 


Criminals. 




Men. 


Women, 


Men. 


Worn cm 


In The New Prifon - 


3 


O 


82 


4~ 


Old Newgate 


2 


O 


*S 


'5 


Four-court Marfhalfea 


149 


8 


3 


0 


City Marfhalfea 


47 


6 


0 


0 


Thomas-court and Donore 


1 


1 


0 


0 


City-Bridewell 


0 


0 


2 


21 


Kilmainham 


30 


2 




2 


The Number of Prifoners 


in Augufl 


17S3 wasj 








Debtors. 




Criminals. 


In The New Prifon 




7 




J 20 


The Black-dog Prifon 




18 




9 


Four- court Marfhalfea 




130 




0 


City Marfhalfea 




6l 




0 


Thomas-court and Donore 




3 




0 


Kilmainham 




4 




2 5 


City-Bridewell 




0 
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|| In the city bridewell there were alfo fixtcen lunatics. No phyfician or apothecary has attended in this houfc for two or three 
years. 

t A noggin or gill of that pernicious and deftrudlive liquor ivbijZey, is fold in Dublin fo cheap as 
three halfpence or two pence, and half a pint for three pence or four pence. This makes it the com- 
mon liquor of prifoners and of the lower clafs of people, who are often intoxicated by It almoft to 
madnefs. 

X Garniih is three millings and nine pence halfpenny Irljh, feveral of thofc whom I had relcafed gave 
the fame account of it. 

§ The day-room on the women's fide was always fhut up. At my laft vifit the condemned criminals were 
in the men's day-room ; and the women's day-room was kept locked, for two or three felons who lodged in 
the deputy keeper's rooms to play in at tennis and other diverfions. 

are 
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are condemned — The fick have no proper rooms or beds, and no attention was paid Dublin 
to them* — No bathf — No divine fervice — The keeper does not refide in the prifon — Prison. 
Criminals are made turnkeys J — The aft for preferring the health of prifoners not 
hung up ; nor any table of fees, rules or orders — The allowance, two-pennyworth of 
bread a day; but being delivered only twice a week, and not fixed by weight, fome 
of the prifoners are almoft ftarved ||. 

To this gaol there are ample appointments. But fuch appointments can be of little 
confequence, while the fheriffs and magiftratcs negleft their duty, and feldom or never 
infpelt the gaols or punifh defaulters. — Are not fuch magiftrates inexcufably guilty ?— 
Should they not be confidered as accelTary to the crimes and abufes and mifcries 00 
cafioned by their negledt ? 

Moll of the remarks now made on this gaol at Dublin, are applicable to many of the 
county gaols. 

I enumerate thefe particulars, not with a view of aggravating the idea of inattention 
to thefe objefts in Ireland, or making a comparifon between their management, and that 
in this country (which is ftill greatly defective) ; but with a view of inciting the public- 
fpirited Irijh gentlemen, now occupied on this fubje£t, to fet an example of a thorough 
and effe£tual reform, which may be imitated by this nation. 

By an ad of 2 ift and 2id of Geo. III. all judges, from and after the 24th of June 1783, 
are required to give in charge to the grand juries the two a£ts, one for the better pre- 
venting the feverities and unjuft exa<5Hons praftifed by gaolers againft their prifoners, &c. 
(3d Geo. III.) the other for preferring the health of prifoners in gaol, &c. (17th 
and 1 8th Geo. III.) and the judges are further required to examine into the frate and 
fituation of the different gaols, and the conduft of the gaolers, and to impofe a fine on 



* Two of the committee of the Houfe of Commons in Jane 1782 accompanied me to the new prifon, 
and examined fome of the fick who lay on the ftone-floors totally neglccled. Dr. Clcgkcm and Dr. Scott 
have been fmce ordered by the grand jury to attend them ; but no bedding, no alteration of diet, and no 
nurfes are ordered for them. — I was forry to find in 1783, that the former ingenious young phyfician had 
died of the gaol-fever. 

t The only building defigned for a bath which I faw in the gaols in Ireland, was in the court yard at 
Trim 9 June 17, 1782. I looked into it, and found it was the gaoler's pig-fly. 

% This prifon is fecured by a military guard. 
|| The affile of bread in Dublin is fixed every week., and put up in the Tcifcy. 

June 15, 1782. AugUft 4 9 17S3. 

IL CZ, dr. H % 0Zt J r \ 

White bread. Twopenny loaf, o 12 7 White bread* Twopenny loaf, o n 7 

Fourpenny, 1 9 7 Fourpenny, i 7 7 

Houfidd Fourpenny, 267 Houjhcld Fourpenny, 237 

Sixpenny, 3 10 2 Sixpenny, 356 

the 



Dublin, the county not exceeding five hundred pounds for negledt of repairing and enlarging 
fuch gaols. — Lord Temple, Lord Lieutenant in 1782, whofe fpirited and patriotic exer- 
tions in Ireland will be long remembered there, ordered the fheriffs to report the ftate 
of the county gaols, directing at the fame time the (fix ) a£ts relative to prifons * to be 
fent to every fheriff. His lordfhip alfo introduced a new mode of execution at the 
New-prifcn and Kilmainham. The criminals come out of a front window on a fcafFold, 
which falling down, they are left hanging. 

Charter- Having taken notice of feveral of the orphan-fchools abroad, I cannot help adding an 
schools. account Q f f ome particulars relating to the Proteftant Charter-Schools. 

Their number is forty-one, befides four nurferies to fupply them with children. In 
vifiting them I carried with me a fermon preached before the incorporated fociety, (to 
which is aclded an account of the feveral fchools) publifhed in 178 1, at the requeft of the 
fociety. In the two fchools near Dublin, that at Clontarf-Strand for boys, and at Santry 
for girls, I was greatly furprifed to find but forty-fix in the former, and thirty-four in 
the latter, though the numbers given in the publifhed account were a hundred boys and 
forty girls. At Kilkenny and Caftledermot the deficient numbers were twenty-fix in 
the former, and feventeen in the latter ; and there was a like deficiency in fome of 
the other fchools. Thefe fchools are managed by a committee of fifteen, who meet 
every Week in Dublin f. This committee has lately difcovered a confeioufnefs of their 
error in publifhing fuch falfe accounts, and fuffering them to be delivered from the 
pulpits for in the laft ephemeris the true numbers feem to be given j and they amount 
to about feven hundred (or near a third) left than the numbers which had been before 
ftated. 

The matters of thefe fchools hold a certain quantity of land belonging to the fociety, 
for which they pay no higher rent than was paid when the ground was originally 
granted. Every matter is allowed a (alary of £12 Irijh; and contra&s for the clothing, 
diet, and work of the children. Thefe contrafts are fo low (viz. annual clothing 
£1 : 5 : © Irifli \ diet £3 2 : 6) that the ftate of moft of the fchools which I vifited 
was fo deplorable, as to difgrace proteftantifm and encourage popery in Ireland, rather 
than the contrary. 

If the committee finds a decreafe in their funds, a lefs number of thefe fchools with 
proper attention, will do the fociety much more credit than a large number of fuch 
fickly, naked and half ftarved children as I found in them. In fhort; thefe fchools 
demand a thorough parliamentary inquiry. 

May I be allowed to hint, that there fhould be one plain decent uniform for all 
the children — Diftindt fchools for each fex — Clean linen twice a week — A convenient 

# See the laft note in page 203. 
t There it befides a local committee for fuperintending each fcLool. 

bath-as 
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bath — A larger allowance to the matters* for diet, and for wafhing, fire and ca idles — Charter. 

c Schools. 

A crib bedftead for each child — Rooms appropriated to the fick, and an apothecary tor 
each heroic — Diftindt fchool-rooms, work-rooms and dining-rooms, and an area enclofed 
for play — A dairy and pantry — The matter's and miftrefs's bed-room fituated fo as to 
look into the children's dormitory — -The provincial nurferies abolifhed, and that at 
Dublin put on a larger plan (fince if proper attention were pud to the children, the 
admiflion of a child would be a matter of favour and intreaty — That a ofteck fhould 
be kept on the local committees by the occafional infpeftion of one of the committee 
of fifteen, whofe travelling expences might be paid by the fociety — That the rules and 
orders for every department fhould be confpicuoufly hung up — That premiums and 
every encouragement fhould be given to the moft cleanly. zxA diligent children — And the 
houfes lime-whitened once a year. 

I beg leave further to fugged, that it feems highly defirable that thefe fchools fhoukl 
be in the vicinity of large towns \ both for a more eafy fupply of provifions, medical 
afiiftance, &c ; and, more particularly, for the convenience of frequent vifits from the 
local committees, without whofe unremitting attention to enforce the prefcribed rules y 
all the endeavours of the gentlemen in Dublin will be abfolutely fruitlefs. I have gene- 
rally found that in fchools fo fituated, more attention has been paid to the children by 
the perfons concerned in their education, than in thofe at fome miles diftance. 

Many of the hofpitals in Dublin may be viewed with pleafure. In the Blue-coat Dublin 
Hofpital, the boys looked healthy and cheerful. Stephens s y Simpfmis, St. Patrick's and HosplTALS 
the Infirmary at the Foundling Hufpital, were fome of the cleaned. The governors of 
Mercer s Hofpital have lately adopted a new and falutary contrivance. One pane in each 
of the upper fafhes is taken out, and its place fupplied by a fine wire lattice painted 
green; which rendered all the wards (at my vifit in 1783) frefher and more agreeable 
than thofe in any other hoipital in the city, though this is fituated in the clofctt part 
of it. Before I quit the fubjeft, I fhall take the liberty to fpeak a word in favour of 
the Military, who are crowded in their Hofpital (which is an old and incommodious 
building) into a kind of enclofed cafes, fwarming with vermin 5 and are almoft ftifled, 
moft of the windows being fattened down. 

• In the Account cf the Highland Schools in Scotland, page 26, it is faid, " in fad the infufficiency of the 
" fchool-malters falaries has been found to be one great fourcc of irregularities. — For thefe reafons, and 
" confidering the advanced price of provifions in every pare of the country, as well as the importance of 
" placing their fchool- mailers in a fituation above want, the fociety an.xioufly wifh that every fchool-mafter 
" in their fcrvice fhall have their ye^.r]y falary incrcafed." 

f I was not at the nurfery at Mcnivae in Connaught ; but I faw feveral children lately fent from thence, 
who were di (tempered, half naked objects. I was further confirmed in my opinion of the inutility of the 
provincial nurferies, on being informed at one of the befl fchools, that near Wat erf or J, (which had its full 
number of boys) that there was no difficulty in repleniming it from the neighbourhood, fmce parents 
frequently requefted to have their children taken in. 
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SECTION VII. 

A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF 
ENGLISH PRISONS. 

r 

AS the Tables of which the prefent Se&ion will chiefly confift, contain feveral terms 
which cannot be familiar to the generality of my readers, I (hall begin with an 
explanation of them. 

In the firft page of every county, city, &c. the fecond article of the Gaoler or keeper's 
emolument is Fees j by which are meant fuch only as are taken by him and his fervants 
on the admifiion or difcharge of a prifoner. The fums fet down againft this article are 
from the beft information I could procure in my repeated journiesj but they differ 
fometimes from thofe fpecified in the tables of fees, where fuch are found. 

The next article under gaoler is Tranfports. The fum fet down to this, is what (from 
the beft intelligence I could gain) I found was allowed them for conveying convifts 
fentenced to tranfportation to the refpeilive fea-ports* and for paying the merchant or 
contractor what he was fuppofed to demand for their paflage : although by the ftatutes 
4th George I. and 8th of his prefent Majefty, it is enafted that u The perfon or perfons 
u fo contra&ing — fhall have a property and intereft in the fervice of the faid offenders 
" for fuch terms of years. 0 

With refpeft to the following article, Licence, I (hall obferve that in fome places, as 
at Warwick, Oxford, Worcefter, Exeter, Chefter city, Yarmouth, Colchefter, Carlifle, 
Montgomery, Monmouth, Ufk, &c. the gaoler has no licence, and yet is permitted, by 
connivance, to fell beer, and fome gaolers even wine to the prifoners, and their vifiters. 
In thefe cafes I have made no diftindlion. 

Under Prifoners in the fame page, the number which I found in the refpe&ive county- 
gaols on my different vifits is diftinguifhed into debtors and felons &c. The &c. is 
meant to include two kinds of prifoners chiefly ; viz. fines and petty offenders. By fines 
are underflood fuch as are detained till they pay a fum of money, a fine : — fuch as are 
obliged to find fecurity for good behaviour : — and fuch as are committed for a limited 
term to mere confinement, or (which is much the fame) to hard labour. Of thefe 
latter fome have been previoufly whipped, or burnt in the hand. — The petty offenders are 
fuch as are fent to gaols inftead of bridewells, for reafons mentioned in a former fedtion. 
Thefe alfo in fome gaols are called fines. Befides thefe there are fometimes a few 
deferters, which I have generally mentioned. 

Wherever 
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Wherever there were tables of fees, I thought myftlf obliged to give exa6t and 
literal copies of them : I am not therefore anfwerabk for the improprieties of ex- 
preffion, or defetts of form to be found in fome of them : but to prevent tirefome and 
ufelefs repetitions, I have abridged the formalities of preamble and conclufion. For 
the fame reafon, I have ufed the fame liberty, with regard to the rules and orders of 
the few prifons that have fuch 5 as I have done likewife by the lifts of benefactions and 
legacies. Where no mention is made of rules y &c. it may be concluded, that there are 
none hung up in that prifon. Where there is no table of fees, I commonly note the 
defeat *. 

I have defcribed no prifon but from my own examination at the feveral dates ftt 
down before the number of prifoners. At each vifit I entered every room, cell, and 
dungeon with a memorandum book in my hand, in which I noted particulars upon the 
fpot. My defcription will to fome readers appear too minute ; but I chofe rather to 
relate circumftances, than to characterize in general terms. By thefe, the kgiQature 
will be better acquainted with the real ftate of gaols ; and magiftrates will be able to 
judge whether the prifons over which they prefide, and to which they commit offenders, 
be fit for the purpofes they are defigned to anfwer. I might add, that a variety of 
defcriptions may poffibly fuggeft fomething ufeful in the plans of fuch prifons as may 
hereafter be erefted ; fince whatever may appear worth copying may be extrafted from 
any f. 

I have here and there taken the liberty of pointing out what feemed to me, as I 
viewed a prifon, an obvious remedy of fome defeft that happened to ftrike me. But 
I did not examine with the accuracy of a furveyor j and hope I ihall not be thought to 
diredt in the ftyle of a dictator. 

As in my firft edition, I mentioned, that the ftate of fome of our prifons was fo much 
altered for the better, that an idea could fcarcely be formed of the condition they 
had been in a few years ago; fo I have now the additional fatisfaftion to remark, 
that the humanity and attention of the magiftrates in fome counties, have enabled me 
in this edition to erafe the notes of cenfure refpe&ing the management of gaols as to 
cleanlinefs, aliment, bedding, and the like, which I thought it my duty before to 
infert. 

* It mould be observed, that by the ftatute 3 2d George H. if any gaoler, or keeper, demand fees not fet 
down in a table figned by the juftices, and afterwards confirmed by the judge or judges of aflize, and juftices, 
and hung up confpicuous in the prifon ; fuch demand is illegal, and the offender is Liable to a penalty of fifty 
pounds to the perfon injured. 

f My minutenefs with refpeft to meafurements and other circumftances relating to the conftru&ion and 
government of thefe buildings, will require no apology with thofe who confider, that in the formation of new 
eftabliftiments, it is of ufe to be acquainted with many things which, though apparently trivial, are frequently 
of material confequence to the purpofes intended to be anfwered. 
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THE TOWER. 



Th e Tower is a ftrong fortrefs, and the only prifon in England for date -delinquents 
of rank. The care of it is committed to an officer called the Conjlable of the Tower, 
who has under him a lieutenant, a deputy-lieutenant called the governor •> and many 
other officers, among whom are forty warders, whofe uniform is the fame with the king's 
yeomen of the guards. Nineteen of thefe warders have feparate houfes well furnifhed, 
in any of which, as the governor is pleafed to order, the ftate-delinquents may be con- 
fined and the cuftom has been to affign them two of the beft rooms on the firft floor : 
then, iron bars are fixed to their windows by the board of works. Sometimes they are 
committed to cloje confinement ; but in general they are at liberty to walk in the area 
of the tower, attended always with a warder. 

There had been no prifoners here for feveral years before my vifit in 1779; anc * 
when there are any, they are foon brought to a legal trial, and confequently their con- 
finement can never be long. Six (hillings and eight pence a day are allowed by govern- 
ment for their fubfiftence but they feldom accept this allowance. 

September 1, 1783, there were no prifoners. Mr. Laurens was the laft, who went 
out December 31, 178 1. 

In this Fortrefs, befides the houfes juft mentioned, there are feveral public offices and 
ftore-houfes 5 fuch, particularly, as the office of Ordnance, the Jewel-office, the Mint> 
and buildings for holding artillery and arms. 
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GAOLER, 
Salary, 
Fees, 



Richard Akerman. 
£200. 

Debtors, - £0 : 8 

Felons, - - o : 18 
Mifdemeanors or Fines, o : 14 



Newgate. 



Licence, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, 



Garnifti, 

Number, 

1775* 
1776, 



Tranfport9, 
Beer and Wine, 



14 



10. 
10. 
10. 
10. 



CHAPLAIN, 
Duty, 

Salary, 

SURGEON, 

Salary, 



Debtors, ^ a penny loaf a day, ( weight Dec. 1782, 8£ oz. Aug. 1783, 
Felons, j 9^ oz. ) now, felons on the common fide a three 
halfpenny loaf. ( See Remarks.) 

Debtors, £0 
Felons &c. o 



March 5, 

1, 

May 17, 
Dec. 26, 



Debtors. 

33> 

46, 
33. 



'5 : 6. 

2 : 6. 

Felons &c. 
I9O. 
I29. 
212. 
152. 



1779, Aug. 16, 

1782, Dec. 18, 

1783, Aug. 22, 



Debtors. Felons &c 

141. 



3> 
"3> 



291. 
224. 



Rev. Mr. Villette. 

Sunday twice; every day prayers with the condemned • 

once a month facrament. 
was ^35, &c. now augmented. (See Remarks.) 
Mr. Olney. 

£50, now £100, for all "prifoners* 



THE builders of Old Newgate feem to have regarded in their plan, nothing but 
the fingle article of keeping prifoners in fafe cuftody. The rooms and cells were lb 
clofe, as to be almoft the conftant feats of difeafe, and lburces of infection \ to the 
deftru£tion of multitudes, not only in the prifon, but abroad. The city had therefore 
very good reafon for their refolution to build a new gaol. The plate will give a better 
idea of it than any defcription. I give the plan, rather to fatisfy the curiofity of my 
readers, than as a model to be followed. Many inconveniences of the old gaol are 
avoided in this new one: but it has fome manifeft errors. It is now too late to point 
out particulars. All I will fay, is, that without more than ordinary care, the prifoners 
in it will be in great danger of the gaol-fever. 

The 
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Nev.cate. The cells built in Old Newgate a few years fince for condemned malefaftors, are 
ftill ufed for the fame purpofe. 1 fhall therefore give fome account of them. There 
are upon each of the three floors five; all vaulted, near 9 feet high to the crown. Thofc 
on the ground-floor meafure full 9 feet by near 6 ; the five on the firft ftory are a little 
larger (9! by 6) on account of the fet-ofF in the wall; a ^d the five uppermoft, ftill a 
little larger for the fame reafoni In the upper part of each cell, is a window double 
grated, near 3 feet by The doors are 4 inches thick. The ftrong ftone wall is 
lined all round each cell with planks, ftudded with broad-headed nails. In each cell 
is a barrack-bedftead. I was told by thofe who attended them, that criminals who had 
affe&ed an air of boldnels during their trial, and appeared quite unconcerned at the 
pronouncing fentence upon them, were ftruck with horror, and ftied tears, when brought 
to thefe darkfome folitary abodes. 

The chapel is plain and neat. Below is the chaplain's feat, and three or four pews 
for the felons j that in the centre is for the condemned. On each fide is a gallery s 
that for the women is towards their ward : in it is a pew for the keeper, whofe 
prefence may fet a good example, and be otherwife ufeful. The other gallery 
towards the debtors ward is for them. The ftairs to each gallery are on the outfide of 
the chapel. I attended there feveral times, and Mr. Villette read the prayers diftindtly, 
and with propriety: the prifoners who were prefent, feemed attentive ; but we were 
difturbed by the noife in the court. Surely they who will not go to chapel, who are 
by far the greater number, ftiould be locked up in their rooms during the time of 
divine fervice, and not fuffered to hinder the edification of fuch as are better dif- 
pofed. 

The Chaplain (or ordinary ) befides his falary, has a houfe in Newgate-ftreet, clear of 
land-tax; lady Barnadiftori's legacy, £6 a year; an old legacy paid by the governors 
of St. Bartholomew's hofpital, £10 a year; and lately had two freedoms yearly, which 
commonly fold for £25 each; and the city generally prefented him once in fix months 
with another freedom. Now he has not the freedoms, but his falary is augmented to 
£180, andihe fheriffs pay him £2 : 12 : °* He engages when chofen to hold no other 
living. 

Debtors have every Saturday from the chamber of London eight ftone of beef: 
fines four ftone: and fome years felons eight ftone. Debtors have feveral legacies. 
I inquired for a lift of them, and Mr. Akerman told me the table in Mainland's Survey 
was authentic. The amount of it is ^52 : 5:8a year. There are other don - 
tions mentioned by Mai/land, amounting to fixty-four ftone of beef, and five dozen 
of bread *. 



• After the riots in 17&0 the debtors were confined in Clerkenwell bridewell, and the New-Prifon: but 
at my lall vifit they were in Newgate. 

6 To 
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To thefe he adds the donation of " Robert Bow, who left £1:6:8 yearly for ever 
<c to the fexton or bellman of St. Sepulchre's, to pronounce folemnly two exhortations to 
cc the perfons condemned, the night before their execution j in thefe words 

<c You prifoners who are within 

" Who for wickednefs and fin, 
« after many mercies fhewn you, are now appointed to die tomorrow in the forenoon, 
<c give ear and underftand that tomorrow morning the greateft bell of St. Sepulchre's 
" ihall toll for you in form and manner of a paffing bell as ufed to be tolled for 
cc thofe that are at the point of death, to the end that all godly people may pray, 
* &c. &c f. n 

Here I cannot forbear mentioning a pra&ice which probably had its origin from the 
ancient mode of torture, though now it feems only a matter of form. When prifoners 
capitally convi6ted at the Old Bailey are brought up to receive fentence, and the judge 
aflks, <e What have you to fay why judgment of death and execution Ihould not be 
awarded againft you," the executioner flips a whipcord noofe about their thumbs.— 
This cuftom ought to be abolilhed. 

At my vifit in 1779, the gaol was clean, and free from offenlive fcents. On the felons 
fide, there were only three fick, in one of the upper wards. — An infirmary was building 
near the condemned cells. Of the 141 felons &c. there were 91 convi&s and fines, 
who had only the prifon allowance of a penny loaf a day : Mr. Akerman generoufly 
contributed towards their relief. In the felons court, the table of fees painted on a board 
was hung up. 

This gaol was burnt by the rioters in 1780, but is rebuilt on the fame plan. The 
men's quadrangle is now divided into three courts. In the firft court, are thofe who 
pay three (hillings and fix-pence a week for a bed in the next, the poorer felons ; and 
in the other, now the women. — Under the chapel, are cells for the refradtory. Two 
rooms, adjoining to the condemned cells, are built for an infirmary, in one of which at 
my laft vifit there were fixteen fick. Of the two hundred and ninety-one prifoners in 
1782, two hundred and twenty-five were men, and fixty-fix women. Upwards of an 
hundred of them were transports, eighty-nine Jines, twenty-one under fentence of death, 
and the remainder lay for trial. Some of the condemned had been long fick and lan- 
guifhing in their cells j\ 

* MaitlatuPs Hijlory of London, vol. I. 26. edit. 1760. 

f At the end of the book, I ihall give a table of all the executions for London and MiddJefex, during 
twelve years paft. 

An execution day is too much, with us, a day of riot and idlenefs, and it is found by experience, that the 
minds of the populace are rather hardened by the fpe&acle, than affected in any falutar-y manner. Might not 
thefe evils be amended by having the report within a week after fentence, and the execution, foon after, either 
in the area before Newgate, or before the felfions-houfe f 

Since the above was written, I learn with fatisfadlion that the place of execution is altered according to the 
foregoing idea. 

TABLE 
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TABLE OF 



FEES. 



Newgate. London fc. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of Newgate within the faid 
City of London for any Prifoner or Prifoners committed or coming into Gaol or Chamber-Rent there or 
•difcharge from thence in any Civil A&ion fettled and eftabUaed the nineteenth day of December -in the 
third year of the reign of his Majefty King George the Second Annoque Domini 1729 purfuant to an Ad of 
Parliament lately made intituled An Aft for the Relief of Debtors with refpecl to the Imprifonment of their 
Perfons. 



o 



S. 
3 



D. 
o 



Every prifoner on the matter's- fide mall pay to the keeper for his entrance fee 
Every, prifoner on the mafter's-fide (hall pay for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and lheets 

to the keeper there being two in a bed and no more each per week 
Every prifoner on the faid mafter's-fide who at his own defire (hall have a bed to himfelf, mall 

pay to the keeper for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and lheets per week 
Every debtor ihall pay to the keeper for his difcharging fee 
And to all the turnkeys two millings and no more - 

No other fee for the ufe of chamber bed bedding or meets or upon the commitments or difcharge of any 
prifoner on any civil action 



o 

o 
o 



2 
6 
2 



6 
10 
o 



Edwd Becher 
Rob* Alfip 
In* Barnard 



Rob t Raymond 

R. Eyre 

Tko s Pengelly 



Mr. Akerman (hewed me another table of fees, which was given him for his direction 
when he commenced keeper. It is as follows: 



Fees to be taken by the keeper of Newgate. 



For every debtor's difcharge 

For every felon's difcharge 

For every mifdemeanour 

Every debtor's entrance on the matter's fide 

Every felon's entrance on the mailer's fide 

Every perfon admitted into the prefs-yard 

For every tranfport's difcharge 

For every bailable warrant 



O 

o 
o 
o 
o 

3 
o 

3 



S. 
8 

18 
3 

10 
3 

6 



D. 
10 

10 
10 
o 
6 
o 
10 
8 



Rix. 



Rob. Willmott. 
Reb. Ladbroke. 
Walter Bernard. 
Samuel Pennant, 



HIS 
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HIS MAJESTY'S PRISON 
THE FLEET, for debtors. 

WARDEN, John Eyles, Efq. Fleet. 
Deputy Warden and Clerk of, the Papers, 

Daniel Hopkins, now William Lowe. 

Salary 

Fees, £i : 6 : S. / 

0:2:0 Turnkey. 
Licence, Beer arid Wine to John Cartwright, now William Hall, who holds of 
the warden on leafe the tap &c. (See Remarks.) 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 
Garnifh, £0:2: o. 

Number, In the Houfe. In the Rules. In the Houfe. In the Rules* 

1774, April 26, 171, 71. 1782, Jan. 8, 62, 6. 

1776, - 2, 241, 78. Dec. 30, 159, 31;. 

1779, Aug. 13, 147- 37- i7 8 3> Au S* 2 7> *4ty 49- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. ffiwwr. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday prayers. 

Salary 

SURGEON, None. 

TO this prifon were committed formerly thofe who incurred the difpleafure of Remarks. 
the Star-chamber. In the 16th of Charles I. when that court was abolifhed, it be- 
came a prifon for debtors ; and for perfons charged with contempts of the courts of 
chancery, exchequer, and common pleas. 

In 1728, many abufes pradtifed* by the warden were the fubjedt of parliamentary 
inquiry. 

The prifon was rebuilt a few years fince. At the front is a narrow court. At 
each end of the building, there is a fmall projedtion, or wing. There are four floors, 
they call them galleries, befides the cellar-floor, called Bartholomew-Fair. Each 
gallery confifts of a paflage in the middle, the whole length of the prifon, 66 yards ; 
and rooms on each fide of it about 14-I feet by I2«|, and 94- high. A chimney and 
window in every room. The paflages are narrow (not feven feet wide) and darkifh, 
having only a window at each end. — On the firtt floor, the hall-gallery, to which you 
afcend by eight fteps, are, a chapel, a tap-room, a coffee-room (made out of two 

F f rooms 
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Fieit. rooms for debtors), a room for the turnkey, another for the watchman, and eighteen 
rooms for prifoners. — Befides the coffee-room and tap-room, two of thofe eighteen 
rooms, and all the cellar-floor, except a lock-up room to confine the diforderly, and 
another room for the turnkey, were held by the tapfter, John Cartwright) who bought 
the remainder of the leafe at public auction in 1775. The cellar-floor is fixteen fteps 
below the hall-gallery. It confifts of the two rooms juft now mentioned, the tapfter's 
kitchen, his four large beer and wine cellars, and fifteen rooms for prifoners. Thefe 
fifteen, and the two before-mentioned on the hall- gallery, the tapfter lets to prifoners 
for from four to eight (hillings a week *. 

On the fr/i gallery (that next above the hall-gallery) are twenty-five rooms for 
prifoners. On the fecond gallery twenty-feven : one of them, fronting the ftaircafe, 
is their committee-room, A room at one end is an infirmary. At the other end, in 
a large room over the chapel, is a dirty billiard -table ; kept by the prifoner who 
fleeps in that room. On the higheft ftory are twenty-feven rooms. Some of thefe 
upper rooms, viz. thofe in the wings, are larger than the reft ; being over the chapel, 
the tap-room, &c. All the rooms I have mentioned are for mafter's-fide debtors. 
The weekly rent of thofe not held by the tapfter is 15. $d. unfurniihed. They fall to 
the prifoners in fucceflion, thus : when a room becomes vacant, the firft prifoner 
upon the lift of fuch as have paid their entrance-fees, takes pofleflion of it. When 
the prifon was built, the warden gave each prifoner his choice of a room according 
to his feniority as prifoner. If all the rooms be occupied, a new comer muft hire of 
fome tenant a part of his room ; or fhift as he can. Prifoners are excluded from all 
right of fucceflion to the rooms held by the tapfter, and let at the high rents afore- 
faid. — The apartments for common-fide debtors are only part of the right wing of the 
prifon. Befides the cellar (which was intended for their kitchen, but is occupied 
with lumber, and (hut up) there are four floors. On each floor is a room about 
24 or 25 feet fquare, with a fire-place; and on the fides, feven clofets or cabins to 
flecp in. Such of thefe prifoners as fwear in court or before a commiflioner that they 
are not worth fiye pounds, and cannot fubfift without charity, have the donations 
which are fent to the prifon, the begging-box, and the grate. Of them there were 
at one of my vifits fixteen, at fome other times not fo many. 

I have in the Report of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons 1728, a table of/ 
fome charities : but no fuch table was hung up in the prifon -f. 



* An impofition of the fame kind is noted in the Report of the Gaol-Committee* March 20, 17284 /♦ 8* 

t It was ordered by the Judges Eyre, Price, Page and Denton: « that a table of gifts and bequefts 
« made for the prifoners in the Fleet, exprcfling the particular purpofes for which the fame were given, 
" be P re P ar e d by the warden, and hung up in the hall of the faid prifon." See Tabic of Pees, Trinity 
term 1727, in the Report of the Gaol-Committee, page 16. 

There. 



Sect. VII. LONDON. 



There is plenty of water from the river and pumps; and a fpacious court behind Fleet. 
the prifon. 

I mentioned the billiard- table. They alfo play in the court-yard at (kittles, miflifippi, 
fives, tennis, &c. And not only the prifoners : I faw among them feveral butchers 
and others from the market; who are admitted here as at another public houfe.— 
The fame may be feen in many other prifons where the gaoler keeps or lets the tap. 
Befides the inconvenience of this to prifoners ; the frequenting a prifon leflens the 
dread of being confined in one. On Monday night there was a wine-club : on 
Thurfday night a beer-club : each lading -ufually till one or two in the morning. 
I need not fay how much riot thefe occafion and how the fober prifoners, and thofe 
that are fick, are annoyed by them. 

Seeing the prifon crowded with women and children, I procured an accurate lift of 
them; and found that on (or about) the 6th of April 1776, when there were on the 
mafterVfide 213 prifoners, on the common-fide 30, total 243; their wives (including 
women of an appellation not fo honourable) and children were 475. 

I was furprifed to fee in this prifon, a table of fees containing only thofe of the 
clerks of the papers and inquiries; and that the date of it was 1727, u e. before the 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons made their inquiry. I did not doubt but ano- 
ther table was fettled after that inquiry ; and that it contained the warden's fees alfo. 
But upon afking the clerk of the papers for a later table, I was referred to that which 
hung up. It is as follows. 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Clerk of the Papers and by the Clerk of the Inquiries of the Fleet 
Prifon purfuant to the Refolution of the Honourable XX of the Court of Common Pleas in the Eaftcr 
and Trinity Terms 13th Geor.ce I. 1727. 

RESOLUTION 

£■ s. D. 

6th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the clerk of the papers for every difcharge of 

every a&ion - - - - - - - 026 

And for the copy of every caufe not exceeding three - - -010 

And for each and every caufe exceeding three caufes - - - 004 

Befides the lfh a piece for each of the faid fir It three caufes 
7th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the clerk of the papers for his certificate of the 
prisoner's difcharge delivered to the prifoner himlelf without any regard to the number of 
caufes he flood charged with - - - - - - 026 

And for his certificate to the warden of fuch difcharge - - - 026 

8th. That there is due and ought to be paid to the clerk of the inquiries on the difcharge of a 

prifoner by the creditor and not by fuferfedeas - - - -026 

14th. That there is a fee of clh 4d due to the clerk of the papers for the allowance of every writ of 
habeas corpuj and 4 Hi for the return of the fir ft caufe and 2 Ih for every other caufe and no more. 

There is in the prifon a tabic of rides or orders. They were made at very diftant 
times, from the reign of Queen Elizabeth, to the date they bear; and fome of them 
partly coincide with others : thofe which do fo I have put together to avoid repetition, 
and have prefumcd to abridge the whole. 

Ha HILARY 
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Flest. HILARY 3d GEORGE II. 1729. 

I. 2. 3. Warden Or deputy to appoint turnkeys &c. with arms: to ftop perfons bringing arms, and watcli if 

an efcape be in agitation. 

4. Warden to diftribute charity-money. He, or his agent, to keep one key of the box; and the pri- 

foners another. 

5. 6. 12. If a matter-fide debtor fhall neglect for three months to pay his chamber-rent ; the warden may 

not lock him up, but, remove him to the common- fide ; delivering to him his goods by a witnefTed 
inventory. After difcharge, if legal dues be itill unpaid, he may be detained in the common-ward; 
the door of which is never to be fhut but at night (fummer at ten, winter at nine) : and then a 
watchman mult attend to open it for thofe who muft go to the yard &c. 

7. Such as attempt to efcape, or greatly mifbehave, may be fhut up in a clofe room or dungeon. 

N. B. It was reported to the four judges whofe names are here fubfcribed, and who made inquiry 
concerning it, to be f< boarded avbolefome and dry. 7 * 

$• 18. Warden to repair the whole houfe, chapel, drains, &c. and keep all clean. To take care that 
divine fervice be duly performed, and the facraments admiiiiftered. Prifoners to attend. 

9. Againft clandeJiine Fleet-marriages. 

10. Thofe who blafpheme, curfe, fwear, or are diforderly, to be fet in the flocks. 

II. 13. Warden or deputy to difpofe of the chambers, and tap : and fee that good order be obferved in tha 

public rooms, &c. 

14. Warden to take effectual care that no prifoner be carried to a fpunging- houfe; and that no garnijb be 

demanded from a- new comer. 

15. Warden to caufe a table of gifts and ' bequtfls, written in a fair and legible hand, to be hung up in the 

hall. And to fee that no prifoner be defrauded of his fhare. None of the fervants to partake or 
diftribute. 

16. Every prifoner not worth five pounds, &c. (As before in remarks.) 

17. Two rooms to be an infirmary for common-fide debtors. No prifoner obliged to fleep with one that 

is difeafed. 

19. Coroner's inquefr. upon the dead : and corpfe to be delivered to the friends, free of coft. 

20. Warden not to remove a prifoner to the King's Bench by habeas corpus. 

21. 22, 23, 24, 29, 26. Warden to keep books, and regifter commitments, courts from whence, decla- 

rations, discharges, writs of habeas corpus. TipftafF and judge's clerk to keep each a feparate 
book of prifoners delivered up at a judge's chamber. 

27. All thofe books, except the tipftafT's, to be kept in the public office of the clerk of die papers; ac- 

ceflible to all perfons for copying, &c. 

28. No clerk, officer, or fervant of any judge to take a fee on occafion of a petition or complaint, 

founded upon the foregoing orders, or any mifgovernment. 

29. That the warden and his officers do treat the feveral prifoners in his cuftody with all tendernefs and 
, humanity ; and that fuch prifoners do behave themfelves toward the warden with that fubmiflion 

and regard which the law requires. 

R. Eyre Alex.Denton 
Robt Price j ) J.Fortescue a 

There was, moreover, a little code of laws, eighteen in number, enacted by the mafterVfide 
debtors, and printed by D. Jones 1774. ft eftablifhed a prefident, a fecretary, and a committee, 
which was to be chofen every month, and to confiit of three members from each gallery. Thefe were 
to meet in tiie committee-room every Thurfday : and at other times when fummoned by the cryery 
at command of the prefident, or of a majority of their own number. They were to raife contributions 
by afleffment : to hear complaints ; determine difputes : levy fines ; and feize goods for payment. 

Their 
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Their fenfe to be deemed the fenfe of the whole houfe. The prefident or fecretary to hold the cam ; the Fleet. 

committee to difpofe of it. Their fcavenger to wafh the galleries once a week ; to water and fweep 

them every morning before eight ; to fweep the yard twice every week ; and to light the lamps all over 

the houfe. No perfon to throw out water, &c. any where but at the finks in the yard. The cryer might 

take of a ftranger a penny for calling a prifoner to him; and of a complainant two pence for fummoning 

a fpecial committee. For blafphemy, fwearing, riot, drunkennefs, &c. the committee to fine at difcre- 

tion : for damaging a lamp, fine a milling. They were to take from a new comer, on the firft Sunday, 

belides the two millings garnijh to be fpent in wine, one (hilling and fix-pence to be appropriated to the 

ufe of the houfe. 

Common-fide prifoners to he confined to their own apartments, and not to aiTociate with thefe lawmakers, nor 
to ufe the fame conveniences. 

The above was the account of the Fleet before it was burnt by the rioters in 
1780. It is rebuilt on the fame plan. The floors of the cellar, the hall, and the 
firft (lory are now ftone, and arched with brick. The tapfter ftill has all the cellar- 
floor. He and feveral of the prifoners keep dogs, which nuifance fhould never be 
permitted in prifons. The billiard and miffifippi tables are put down, and the little 
code of laws abolifhed. — In 1 7S3, from July 7, to Aug, 25, not one prifoner was 
brought in. — Robert Baffan, a crown prifoner, was committed Nov. 29, 1776, and 
after the fire furrendered himfelf under the proclamation Nov. 17, 1781, and was 
here at my laft vifit. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. Now alfo is hung 
up the following table of fees. 

A Table of Fke9 to be taken by the Warden of the Prifon of the Fleet, for any Prifoner or Prifoners 
Commitment, or coming into Gaol or Chamber Rent there, or difcharge from thence, in any Civil 
Action. Settled and eftablifhed the nineteenth Day of January, in the third Year of the Reign of his 
Majeity King George the Second, A. D. 1729, purfaant to an Act of Parliament lately made, intitled, 
An Ad for the Relief of Debtors, in refpeft to the Imprifonment of their Perfons. 

Every prifoner charged with one or more actions (who at his own deiire (hall go on the mailer's- £. S. D. 

fide) to pay to the warden for a commitment fee - - - 1 6 S 

Every prifoner charged with one or more actions (who (hall go on the common-fide) not 

being intitled to partake of the poor's box, to pay - - - - OI 34 

Every prifoner intitled to partake of the poor's box, nothing. 

Every prifoner to pay for his difcharge - - - - - 0 7 4- 

Every fuch prifoner on the matter's -fide, who at his own defire mail have a bed to himfelf, to 

pay for chamber room, ufe of bed and bedding and meets, to the warden per week 026 
If two in a bed, and no more, for chamber room, ufe of bed, bedding and meets, each to pay 

to the warden per week - - - - - - 013 

If the prifoner finds his own bed, bedding and meets (which the warden is in no lort to 

hinder him of) then he mall pay for chamber room to the warden per week - 013 
If there be two prifoners in one bed, finding their own bed, bedding and meets, then each of 

them to pay to the warden per week - - - - - 007^ 

Every prifoner not being intitled to partake of the poor's box, to pay to the porter and 

gaoler, now called turnkeys, on his commitment - - -020 

Every prifoner on a commitment upon a furrender at a judge's chamber, to pay to the 

tipflaff - - : - - ...068 

- Every. 

'0 
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Fleet. Every prlfoner on a. commitment upon a babeat corpus at a judge's chambers, to pay to the £ . $. D. 

tipftaif - - - - - - 042 

Every prifoner on a commitment in court, to pay to the tipftaff - - -076 

No other fees for any prifoner for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding or iheets, or upon commitment or 
difcharge of any prifoner in any civil a&ion, nor any commitment fee to be taken of any prifoner 
intitled to partake of the poor's box, nor any chamber rent to be taken of any prifoner on the 
common fide* 

Ed. Bellamy. 4 R. Raymond. 

John Thompfon. R. Eyre. 

Rob. Alfip. Tho- Pencelly, 

John Barnard, 



NEW LUDGATE. 

IN BISHOPGATE-STREET. 

Remarks. 1 h 1 s prifon for debtors who are free of the city, for clergymen, pro&ors and 
attorneys, was formerly a bridewell to the London work-houfe adjoining. 

On the ground-floor are, a long-room, a tap-room, and a kitchen. In each of 
them is a ftaircafe leading firft to eleven rooms for mafter-fide debtors — viz. over 
the long-room, a fizeable chamber, and a room on each of the two floors above : over 
the tap-room, four fmall rooms, which have iron bars at the windows, and a larger 
room above them : over the kitchen, a fizeable chamber, and two rooms above. 
The common-fide debtors are in two large garrets, the Forejl and Dock, which have 
no fire-places. — The prifon is out of repair, the walls and ceilings very black, being 
never white-wafhed. A fmall court, with a ciftern for river-water which is not from 
the main. No infirmary : no bath. The chapel is common to the prifon and work- 
houfc. Chaplain, Rev. Mr. Henry Foulkes, now Mr. Rofe. 

The chy*allovvance is ten ftone of beef a week : to which has been added fince the 
9th of February 1776, a twopenny loaf every other day for each prifoner (weight 
Aug. 1783, 21 oz ). The lord mayor and fheriffs fend annually coals : and Meffis. 
Calvert and Co. formerly fent from the Peacock brewhoufe weekly a generous donation 
of two barrels of fmall beer. Keeper's falary, : fees, fee table. He lives diftant ; 
but the deputy is careful in his attendance. 

I always found this prifon clean. The tap is (hut at ten every night. On Sunday, 
a board is placed at the gate, on which is painted, " No admittance from 10 o'clock 
to 12, nor from 2 till 4." 

I 774^ April 27, Prifoners 29, 1 779, Aug. 12, Prifoners 15. 

1776, March 7, - - 31. 1782, Dec. 14, - - - 20. 

- Ma Y l 5> - - - 29. 1783, Aug. 28, ... 15. 
Dec. 26, ... 13. 

A TABLE 



New 

LUDCATE. 
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A TABLE OF FEES 



To be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty's Prifon of Ludcate, 



Every prifoner fhall pay at his or her coming in 

Every prifoner fhall pay for chamber-room, bed, bedding and fheets, in the beft fide called the 
mafter-fide, being two in a bed, each per week - - 

Every prifoner on the fecond lodging called the common- fide, (hall pay for ufe of chamber- 
rent, bed, bedding and fheets, two in a bed and no more, each per night 

Every prifoner who at his own defire fhall have a bed to himfelf in any of the bell rooms called 
the matter-fide, fhall pay for bed, bedding and fheets per week 

Every prifoner who at his own defire has a bed to himfelf in the fecond lodging or common- 
fide, {hall pay for chamber- room, bed, bedding and lheets, per night 

Every prifoner in the meaneft ward, who at his own defire hath a bed to himfelf, fhall pay for 
the ufe of bedding &x. per night - 

Every prifoner in the meaneft ward, two in a bed and no more, for the ufe of bed, bedding 
&c. per night - - 

If the prifoners find their own bedding (which the keeper fhall in no wife hinder) then they 
fhall pay for chamber-room if more beds than one in a room, each per week 

If the prifoner hath a room to himfelf, and provide himfelf with bed and bedding, which 
the keeper is in no fort to hinder him of, then he fliall pay for chamber-room 
per week - 

The prifoners inability to find a couch and to pay per week 
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The forementioned were figned Feb?. 23, 1729. by 



Aldermen 

Becber 

Alfop 

Barnard 



Judges 

Raymond 

Eyre 

Pencelly 



To the keeper for hatch- 
fee at difcharge 
To the turnkey for ditto 



o 
o 



o 
o 



The date (hews that thefe fees were adapted to the old prifon a and its fundry wards. 
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Whofoever on the Sabbath-day fhall be abfent from chapel either at morning or evening fervice which ever 
may happen, unlefs ficknefs, lamenefs, or fome other reafonable excufe be made appear fufiiciently fatif- 
fadlory, (hall pay a fine of four -pence into the hands of the fteward for the time being, for every fuch omif- 
fion : and in failure thereof not to be admitted to any fhare of the allowance or tranfient benefactions, 
which the following week may produce. 

Signed 

James Efdale. 

N. B. Whoever is not in chapel before the fecond 
leffon is ended, is forfeited as above. 
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Nbw a list of benefactors 

L'udgate. 

To the PRISON of LUDGATE. 











Brought o-ver 
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Sir Thomas Grefham - £10 
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lVTr Tnhn Bennet - 


I 


O 


O 




2 






Mrs Holliprave. Widow ■ 

If X 1 J • XI Will £L I *-k * V _> ¥ ¥ A V-L \^ » » 


0 




O 


Sir John Peachy 


0 


c 
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O 


Mr. Robert Rogers 


I 


O 


O 


Oil 1 IlUIUcij IVIlCCl VVUl 111 ■* 


1 
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Mr. Hugh Offley 


0 


c 
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O 


TV/Tr Iamp<! Smith - • 

1VI I ■ JdlUCD OlliILll 


0 


3 


A 
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IVIrs Tnan Sanbeck • « 


. 1 


Q 




ivir, jonn i^raper - - 


0 


1 1 


A 
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Mr. John Symmonds 


0 


A 
T 
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0 
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0 


Mr. John Marfh 


0 


C 
J 


O 


ivir. rvoueri rereDra.cc - 


0 


A 
\j 


8 


Mr. John Wooler 


I 


Q 


Q 


Lady Eliz. Maurice 


1 


O 


0 


Mr. William Parker 


I 


IO 


O 


Sir William Peacock or Seacock - 


1 


I O 


0 


Mr. Thomas Chapman 


0 


6 


O 


Mr. Thomas Cottle a hind quarter 








Mr. Richard Jacob 


2 


0 


O 


of beef, and a peck of oatmeal, 








Mr. James Hodgfon 


0 


10 


O 


value 


1 


O 


0 


Mr. John Kendrick 


1 


10 


O 


Lady M. North in bread 


3 


O 


0 


Lady Mary Carew - 


2 


0 


O 


Mr. William Roaper - 


1 


O 


0 


Mr. John Jackfon 


1 


0 


O 


Mr. Thomas Dawfon 


0 


9 


0 


Sir Ralph Freeman 


5 


0 


O 


Mrs. Cooke, Widow of David 








Dr. Lancelot Andrews 


5 


0 


O 


Cooke 


0 


5 


0 


Sir Thomas Cullum 


3 


0 


O 


Mrs. Margaret Dane, 18 ftone of beef 








George Humble, Efq. 


- H 


0 


O 


and fome bread, value 


1 


0 


0 


Mr. Merrydith 


1 


2 


O 


Mr. John Heydon Alder 0 


3 


0 


0 


Mr. John Corbett 


m £ 


10 


O 


Lady Mary Ramfey 


2 


10 


0 


Lady Rich 


- 30 


0 


O 


Mr. Peter Blundell 


4 


0 


0 


John Holby, Efq. • 


22 


0 


O 


Carried over - £33 


7 


4 


Total 


£129 


14 


4 



Mrs. Margaret Symcott every eighth week five (hillings worth of penny loaves, ;. e. annu- 
ally.— This is called Eleanor Gwynn's bread - - - - 1 12 6 

Mr. Thomas S:retchley every third year £ 2, and £4 to difcharge two prifoners every fifth 
year 

Mrs. Eliz. MifTon the yearly produce of £200 3 per cent, annuities for meat, bread and 

coals - ------600 

Chamber of London yearly Mr. Middleton - - - - 3 2 6 

Woifhipful Company of mercers the yearly intereft of £45 : 4 : 1 old S. S. annuities, 

about » 4 - - - - - -170 

Total £141 16 4 

Thefe benefa&ions are moftly paid by the merchant-taylors', mercers 5 , drapers', 
falters 9 and other companies. — The fums are all called in my copy, Yearly £sfr. gifts 
of the refpe&ive donors. I underftand it to mean bequefts for ever. 
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POULTRY COMPTER. Poultrv 

CoMFTZR. 

KEEPER, Chriftopher Hayes, who purchafed of the city for life, and has 
now fold his property to Henry Weft. 
Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, £o : 15 : 8. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Akerman. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, a penny loaf i&zyfwt. Dec. 1782, ^oz. Aug. 1783, looz.) 
(See Remarks.) 

Felons, a penny loaf a day, now a three halfpenny loaf (weight 
Aug. 1783, i$oz.) 

Garnifh, Debtors, £0 : 4 : 8. It is called ward-dues for candles &c. 
Felons, 0:1:6. 

Number, - Debtors. Felons *;c. Debtors. Felons Sec. 

1774, April 26, 77, 10. 1 779, Aug. 6, 46, 5. Imprefled 3. 

1776, March 12, 72, 6. 1782, Dec. 16, 26, 7. 

May 15, 90, 11. 1783, Aug. 24, 30, 19. 

Dec. 3, 53, o. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Dr. frujler, now Mr. Davis. 
Duty, now every Sunday. ( See Remarks.) 
Salary, £3°- 
SURGEON S, MeflTrs. Devaynes and Higginfon. 
Salary, none, they make a bill. 



FOR mafter's-fide debtors there are about fifteen rooms between the inner and Remarks. 
outer gates. For common-fide debtors, fix wards within the Inner gate, two of them 
on the ground-floor, viz. the King's Ward) in which (1776) were 24 debtors ^ and the 
Prince's IVord, 9 debtors. Above thofe wards are the Middle Ward, in it were 20 
debtors; and the Women s Ward, 2 debtors. Above them are the Upper Wkrdj 11 
debtors; and the Jews Ward, 4 Jew debtors*. Near the middle waid, on the fome 
floor, is a clofe darkifli room for the fick. In each ward, a fire-place. In one of the ' 
rooms on the fecond floor (called the pump-room)) the debtors have the convenience 



* It were to be wiflied that in other prifons alfo, thofe people had the generous and juft indulgence 
of being kept feparate, 
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of water. The rooms are out of repair ; but the debtors keep their floors very clean* 
The court is fmall, but being paved with flat (tones and the water conftantly running, 
it is frefli and clean. 

The tap-room is in the court. Adjoining is the day-room, the Bell, for men and 
women-felons. In a fmall coiirr, there are two ftrong rooms (planked and ftudded 
with nails) for men-felons ; and up flairs another night-room for men, and one for 
women. The women's room was formerly occupied for a work-fhop by a prifoner, 
a cooper ; and the women flept in the Bell below. No ftraw or bedding. 

On one fide of the court is a chapel; with a gallery for mafterVfide debtors. 
The chapel, and indeed the whole of this prifon, was quite out of repair r but at my 
laft yifit was thoroughly repaired and white- wafhed. For this improvement the 
prifoners are obliged to the fpirited and humane exertion of Mr. flieriff Taylor. 

At the roof of the prifon, are fpacious leads, on which die mafterVfide debtors are 
fometimes allowed to walk : but then the keeper is with them : for the leads com- 
municate with the adjoining houfes, one of which affords a ready efcape from fo clofe 
a prifon in cafe of fire. 

Befides the penny loaf a day, which is from the chamber of London, there are 
fome legacies to the debtors paid by the companies in this city, amounting to about 
j£6o a year: they have alfo from the fheriffs 32 pounds of beef on Saturdays, and 
they had formerly from the Peacock brewhoufe (Meflrs. Cahcrt and Co.) a kind 
donation of two barrels of fmall beer a week. 

In this prifon eight men in 1776 had with them their wives and nineteen children. 
The other prifoners, I learned, had forty-four wives and one hundred and forty-four 
children, not in the gaol. 

The a£fc for preferving the health of prifoners is not hung up. There is now painted 
on a board at the door, that no vifiters are to be admitted on Sundays, from ten to 
twelve in the morning, nor from three to four in the afternoon. 

The keeper pays to the chamber of London £30 a year rent, which is refunded \o 
him for his trouble on night-charges *. He alfo pays window-tax, Sec. 

• At this prifon, as well as at New Ludgate, the Fleet, and King's Bench % I heard of the freqient 
Yifits of Dr. William Smith in 1776; who had been defired to vifit the fick in the prifons of Londvn, 
Wejlm'nfter, and Soutbwark, by the committee of the Wejlminjler charity, in confequence of their 
humane refolution to appropriate to this purpofe the furplus of a collection made in the hard winter of 
1776. Sir Charles 14'bitnjjorth, the chairman, who was acquainted with the plan I had been employed on 
for fome years, directed the Doclor to apply to me for a lift of the feveral prifons, with which I with 
pleafure fupplied him, and at the fame time informed him of my intended publication. 

Dr. Smith's attention feeraed to be chiefly turned towards debtors, who fpoke with much efteem and 
gratitude of him and Mr. Co/ens the apothecary, who alfo attended; and many beneficial efFecls pro- 
ceeded from their management. Great alterations had taken place in prifons through the attention of 
Parliament before the Doctor's vifits ; yet he difcovered many abufes and frauds ftili pra&ifed* which 
he laid before the public in two pamphlets, printed for J. Bew in Patcrnojler-Row. 1776. 
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POULTRY COMPTER, 



A Table of Fees taken by the Warden, Gaoler, or Keeper of the Poultry Compter within the City Poultry 

of London for any Prifoner or Prifoners Commitment or coming into Gaol, or Chamber-Rent there, Compter. 
or Difcharge from thence, in any Civil Adion fettled and eftablifhed the 15th January, in the 
3d year of the Reign of King George II. and in the Year of our Lord 1729 purfuant to an Adl of 
Parliament lately made, entitled 11 An Aft for the Relief of Debtors with Refpeft to the Imprifon- 
ment of their Pei fons." 



Every prifoner who at his own defire mall go Into the befl ward on the mafler-fide 

Ihall pay to the keeper for his entrance fee - 
To the turnkeys for fuch entrance - . - 

Every prifoner in the beft ward on the m after fide to pay to the keeper for his 

difcharging fee 
To the turnkeys upon fuch difcharge 

Every fuch prifoner in the beft ward on the mafter-fide, who at his own defire (hall have 
a bed to himfelf to pay for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and meets, to the 
keeper per week - -- -- -- - 

If two in a bed, and no more— for chamber-room, ufe of bed bedding and meets to pay 
to the keeper each per week 

In the fecond ward on the mafter-fide to the keeper for their entrance fee to pay 

To the keeper on their difcharge ----- - 

To the turnkeys on fuch difcharge - • * 

Every fuch prifoner at his own defire fhall have a bed to him or herfelf to pay for chamber, 

ufe of bed bedding and meets, to the keeper per week - 
If two in a bed and no more, to pay for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and meets, each 

per week - ~ 

In the third ward commonly called the nfteenpenny ward entrance nothing, when 

difcharged to the keeper - 
To the turnkeys on fuch difcharge - 

Every fuch prifoner (hall have at his own defire a bed to him or herfelf to pay to the 
keeper for chamber- room for the ufe of bed bedding and fheets, per week 

If two in a bed and no more, to pay for chamber-room ufe of bed bedding and meets, 
each per week 

In the fourth or common ward', for entrance and lodging nothing 
When difcharged to the keeper * 

To the turnkey on fuch difcharge * ~ 5 fi z - z 
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WOOD-STREET COMPTER; 

Wood- KEEPER, John Kirby. 

•treet Salary, none. (See Remarks.) 

Compter. . _ , r 0 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 15 : 8. 

Felons, 0:11 : 6. 
Tranfports, taken from the Old Bailey by Mr. Afar man* 
Licence, Beer and Wine. Tap let. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 a penny loaf a day : (See Remarks.) now felons 

Felons, \ a three halfpenny loaf (weight Aug. 1783, i^oz.) 
Garnifh, £0:1:2. 

Number, Debtors. Felons tec. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, March 1, 91, 3. 1779* All S- 6 * 5 8 * 45- 

1776, 12, 71, 36. - Nov. 15, 38, ir. 

May 10, 69, 3. 17S2, Dec. 15, 54, 17. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Najh* 

Duty. Sunday. 

Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Wtthg. 

Rem ark j. THIS prifon, built as appears by infeription on the front, in 1670, has only 
a final 1 court or paflage for all prifoners. Many apartments: yet but two rooms 
for common-fide debtors : that for men, which is their day-room, night-room, and 
kitchen, with a copper, &c. is dark and dirty; about 33 feet by 18, and 16 feet 
high; far too fmall for the number of prifoners, many of whom fccp in 23 beds 
which are ©n three (lories of galleries, or broad {helves. At one of my vifits there 
were in this room 39 debtors; feven of them had their wives and children. The 
room fwarms with bugs. The day and night-room for women-debtors is more 
lightfome; in it were only two prifoners. Beyond it is a room ruinous, and fit for 
110 ufe. 

For men-felons there are two rooms ; and two for women one of thefe is a dark 
ce l. Two dungeons, one down 11 fteps, the other adjoining to the tap-room. No 
bedding or ftraw. Thofe who choofe a bed pay is. a nighty or elfe 10s. 6d. 

* Of the thirty-fix felons Sec. there were three fines and twenty- four convifts. Twelve of thefe 
were fent from the high-gaol at Extter i Dec. 21, 1782. The convitts have fix-pence a day each. 

4 floo.age^ 
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floorage, and 3s. 6d. a week. Near thofe four rooms are twenty-three more for Wood- 
mafter's-fide debtors, street 

tOMPTi JU 

In the court is the chapel 5 and under it the tap-room, down 16 fteps. All the 
rooms aforefaid are within the inner gate ; between which and the outer gate 
(i. e. in the keeper's houfe) are more rooms for matter's- fide debtors. No infirmary. 
The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. The prifon is greatly 
out of repair; the main wall on one fide fhored and propped. 

The keeper pays to the chamber of London ^30 a year rent, which is repaid 
him for his expence on night-charges : he alfo pays window-tax, I learned from 
him, that in the beginning of the year 1773 his prifoners were fickly, and eleven 
died. For fome time the governors of the General Difpenfary (lie wed a kind atten- 
tion to thefe poor people ; and ordered their phyfician, Dr. Lett font > to vifit them 0 
He was efteemed by the prifoners. 

The bread allowance is from the chamber of London. Debtors (fome of whom- 
are from the court of confeience, and lie till therr debts are paid*) have from the 
flieriffs 32 pounds of beef on Saturday. They had formerly from the Peacock brew- 
houfe (Meflrs. Calvert and Co.) a donation of two barrels of fmall beer a week. 
There are many legacies for common-fide debtors, who receive them quarterly. 
The annual amount is £59 : 2 : ir. The matter, &c. of the drapers' company 

* As I (hall frequently have occaflon to mention this clafs of Debtors, who are generally working 
people with large families, I think it^may be Proper to give fome account of what are called Courts of 
Confidence,— \n ij 18, the Common Council of the city of London patted an aft for the recovery of 
debts under forty millings due to citizens, by a court to be called a Court of Conscience, held in 
Guildhall ; and the debtors who refufed to obey the award of that court, were to be imprifoned in' 
one of the City-Compters until they complied, although it were durante vita. In 1605, the powers of 
that court were eftablifhed by aft of parliament. In 1750, Alderman Dickenfon brought in a bill for 
extending fimilar powers to the whole county of Middlefex; with this difference, that all perfons 
refufing to fubmit to the decifion of the court, were liable to be imprifoned in Newgate for three 
calendar months, whic£ cancelled the debt. From thefe feveral afts, others have been framed for 
various parts of the kingdom, in fome of which the term of confinement has been limited to forty days, 
I have collected mo ft of thefe, and find the expences, fees, Sec. to be very different; in fome inftances 
amounting to three or four times the original debt. 

Now, there appears to be a very obvious defeft in the police refpefting this matter. Why mould' 
a man for the fame debt be liable in one place to imprifonment for life, in another for three months, 
in another only for^ forty days ? Why mould the fees, &c. be the fame for difcharging a debt of fifteen 
pence (for fuch I have known a man imprifoned for), and for thirty nine millings? It is certainly 
defirable that qjis comprehenfive fiatute for the whole kingdom, on this head, fhould be framed; 
wherein a proportion might be eftablifhed between the fums indebted, and the fees and times of 
imprifonment And particular care mould be taken, that debtors of this kind be not fufrered to mix 
with criminals, who by their inftruftions and example frequently render them as abandoned as 
themfelves. 

See, farther, on this fubjeft, a Reptrt drawn up by the committee of the benevolent Sccicty for tie 
dlfcharge and relief of perfons confined for fmall deb'u 

come 
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Wood- come here once a year, and releafe feveral debtors for fmall fums, and leave 40s. for 
cImwjik t ^ ie rma Md* r * fr° m a bequeft of Mr. John Kcndrick. I was informed that John Fuller 
Efq. left £30 per anv.nm, and appointed the recorder and others in truft, for the 
payment of fees and chamber-rent of poor debtors confined in the two compters, not 
exceeding 255. each, and who had been confined not lefs than 16 weeks. This 
legacy, as Mr* Kirby told me, has not been paid fince 1765. 

Some years fmce, there came once a fortnight to common-fide debtors in this 
prifon, nine (tone of beef, and fourteen quartern loaves; and the like relief toother 
prifons alfo. The charitable hand was concealed; till, the donation failing on the 
death of the amiable princefs Caroline •, it was fuppofed that her highnefs had been 
the generous benefa&refs. And upon reprefenting to the lady who had been 
almoner to the princefs, the diftrefs of the prifoners, fhe obtained from the late 
king a renewal of the charity; which was continued during his majefty's life. 



A Table of the Fees to be paid by the prifoners in Wood streit Compteh. 

C K D. 

For every debtor that hath a room on the mafter-fide, for his or her entrance or floorage - 050 
For his or her rent per week provided the keeper find bed, bedding and meets - - o 2 6 

If two in one room, to pay weekly each of them - 

If debtor or debtors provide their own bed bedding, &c. to pay for one or two in one room, 
weekly for the room - 



o 1 3 



« JS £ 
w o 



Each debtor on his or her difcharge - - • -080 

If on the mafter-fide - - - - _ -08 10 



1 



3 



For every debtor in the ward called the fifteen penny ward — if the keeper provide bed 

bedding and one fheet — weekly - - - - 0 

For every debtor on the keeper Vfide, on his or her entrance there, to pay - . 0108 

For each room — to pay weekly - - - - • - 026 
All perfons in any of the charity wards to pay no entrance, or rent 

For every prifoner committed for felony, mifdemeanour or affault on his or her difcharge 

(except by proclamation at a gaol delivery, then nothing) • - -0128 

For the copy^of commitment - - * - - - o i 6 



W V LL ; BRIDEWELL. 

Remarks; This building was formerly a palace, near St. Bridget's (St. Bride's) well; from 
whence it had the name ; which, after it became a prifon, was applied to other 
prifons of the fame fort*. It was given to the city by king Edward VI. in 1552. 

That part of Bridewell which relates to my fubjeft has wards for men and women 
quite feparate.— The men's ward on the ground-floor is a day-room in which they 



* J^n/on's Dictionary. 



beat 
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beat hemp; and, down two fteps, a clofe night-room* At my late vlfits, a flaircafe Bride- 
was made to a room above, for the convenience of the prifoners. In both this and well, 
the night-room, a window has been lately ftopt up. The women's ward is a day- 
rocm on the ground-floor, in which they beat hemp; and up (lairs, two night-rooms. 
A chamber above thefe is fitted up for an infirmary. The fick were formerly fent 
to St. Bartholomew's hofpital. All the prifoners being kept within doors, makes it 
ntccflary to lime- white the rooms twice a year. The women's rooms are large, and 
have oppoike windows, for fre(h air. Their ward, as well as the men's, has water : 
and there is a hand- ventilator on the outfide, with a tube to each room of the 
women's ward : yet their rooms were offenfive. The ventilator would be of fervice 
if more frequently worked, when the rooms are crowded with prifoners : there can 7 
however, never be a healthy prifon, where the prifoners are not at times permitted 
to breathe the frefh air in a court. 

The prifoners are employed by a hemp-drefler, who has the profit of their Iabour r 
an apartment in the prifon, and a falary of £20. I always found them at work : 
at my laft vifit they were picking oakum. The hours of work are in winter from 
eight to four; in fummer from fix to fix, deducing meal times. The fleward is 
allowed eight pence a day for the maintenance of each prifoner; and contrails to 
fupply them as follows — On Sunday, Monday, Tuefday and Thurfday, a penny 
loaf, ten ounces of drefled beef without bone, broth, and three pints of ten Chilling 
beer : on Wednefday, Friday and Saturday, a penny loaf, four ounces of cheefe or 
fome butter* a pint of milk-pottage, and three pints of beer. They are ferved with 
the day's allowance about 12 o'clock. The allowance of bread is too fmall, in 
Aug. 1783, 8^oz> Oft. goz> The porter or keeper \$ Thomas Holt, Salary, .£80: 
no fees. To the women's ward there is a matron, Sarah Lyon; falary, £60. She 
takes care of the fick, both men and women ; and is allowed a fliilling a day for 
thofe that are put on the lick diet. No bath. 

In the winter the women have fome firing. All the night-rooms are fupplied with 
rye draw once a month. No other prifon in London has any ftraw or bedding. 

In Bridewell is a public chapel : the prifoners Jhould attend every Sunday. The 
men and women are feparated from each other, and from the reft of the congregation. 

On the walls of the hall and court-room are hung up many tables of very con- 
fiderable gifts and legacies to this hofpital, in common with others : fufficient to 
have made this prifon more commodious, by providing courts ; and feveral work- 
rooms, and lodging-rooms, for keeping the prifoners more feparate, as now is 
very prudently done for the faulty apprentices and Bridewell boys, who were 
formerly confined in one room. 

The Bridewell boys are upon a quite different foundation, and foreign to my 
fubjed. 

To 
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BRIDE- 
WELL. 



To this prifon were committed, 



In the year 1772, Prifoners 1709. 

i773> - - - 777- 

1774, . - - 808. 

*775> - - - *°84- 

1776, - <■ - 983. 

1777. - - - 544- 

I found there in 



In the year 1778, Prifoners 1027. 

1779, - - - 681. 

1780, - - - 459 . 

1781, - - - 4 8 4 . 

1782, - - . 659. 



1776, March 13, Prifoners 20. 1782, Dec. 18, Prifoners 32. 

May i 5 - - - 7. 1783, Aug. 26, - - . 3S. 

Dec. 3* - - - 24. Od. 31, - - - 41. 

1779, Aug. i 2> - - - 13. 



New 
Prison 
Clerken* 

WELL. 
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NEW PRISON CLERKENWELL, 

GAOLER, James Elmore^ now Samuel Newport. 

Salary, £30, now 70. 

Fees, £0:7:0. (See Remarks.) 

Tranfports, the expence. 

Licence, Beer and Wine. The Tap let. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf; now lib. of bread a day. 

Garnifh, .£0 : 1 : 4. 



Number, 
1774, April 22, 
17^6, March 5, 

May 1 0, 

Nov. 13, 



*779> Aug. 7> 

Nov. 15, 

1782, Dec. 17, 
J 7 8 3> Aug. 2 j, 



Felons See. 

60. 
45. 

9. Debtors 79.' 
79- 



Felons &c. 

87. 

37- 
83. 

58. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr . Richards. 

Duty, Sunday twice ; Tuefday and Thurfday prayers. 

Salary, £ 5 o. 
SURGEON, Mx.Gibbes. 

Salary, £60, for this prifon and the bridewell : now £100. 

THIS prifon, built in 1775, is more commodious than the former of the fame 
name. Over the gate-way are two rooms, called Night Charges, for prifoners brought 
in the night, to be examined by a magiftrate next day. (In one of them are 

keeper's 
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keeper's beds.) From that outer gate you pafs on to the gate of the men's court New 

on the right hand, and of the women's to the left. To each you defcend feven clbrken* 

fteps. In the men's court is a large fhed, which is their day-room. The roof well. 

too low for the depth : it has a chimney. Their night-ward, into which they are 

not permitted to go in the day-time, that the air in it may be cool and frefli, 

is a houfe on the other fide of the court, divided into two apartments. Each has a 

room on the ground-floor, a chamber, and an upper room. In one part, thefe 

rooms are 30 feet by 31 : in the other 30 by 20: near 10 feet high: well planked 

all over: no chimneys. For the free circulation of air, every room has in front, 

to the court, two windows; and backwards three, with iron bars, and fhutters; 

but, very properly, no glafs. Barrack-beds in every room; but in each of the 

two chambers, and in one of the lower rooms, are other beds for thofe who pay 

31. 6d. a week: when thefe are occupied, no prifoners fleep on the barrack-beds 

in thofe rooms. In this court is a lock-up room for the unruly. All the flairs 

are ftone. 

On one fide of the women's court was their day-room, but it is now a lodging- 
room, and a new day-room, or jhed with a fire-place is made on the other fide 
of the court. Their night-rooms are — one on the ground-floor ranging with the 
day-room, and called the Low Ward \ 21 feet by 17, and 10 feet high — a chamber 
over it of the fame fize — and a paffage or gallery over the day-room : on the back 
of it are five cabins or cupboards, near 10 feet by 5, with a barrack-bed for two 
prifoners. Thefe clofets are rery clofe and unwholefome; having no air but from 
grates over the doors into the gallery. The two larger night-rooms have windows 
only in front. Iron bars and fhutters : no glafs. The windows of both the men's 
and women's ward are (as they fhould be) too high for them to look out. 

The ground-floors, and the courts, are paved. There is a pump in each court; 
and the New-River water is laid in; but not diredly from the main, as it was 
till lately at the neighbouring prifon. 

The chapel is common to this prifon and the bridewell. Men of the two different 
prifons are on oppofite fides below; and women in oppofite galleries. The fmall- 
nefs of the chapel, the lownefs of the ceiling, the prifoners being in view of each 
other, and the keepers not attending, are circumftances highly improper. 

The tap-houfe is near the outer gate. Prifoners do not come into it; but take 
their liquor at a wicket made for that purpofe in the wall, that feparates it from 
them. No infirmary : no bedding or draw. 

In July 1775, the juftices thought fit to raife the gaoler's fees from $$ n 6d. to 7 s. 
At my vifit in 1782, two prifoners remained only for the fees. 

At my firft vifits, there was both here and at the bridewell, a matron very properly 
appointed, with a fixed falary. 

H h A generous 
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New A generous benefadtor (Mr. Wildman> a falefman in Smithfield) conftantly fends the 

CleIken P r ^ oners beef and bread twice a week. They have occafionally other fmall 
well donations. 

The fines have only the prifon allowance •« — The king's evidence are put with the 
women in their ward, to fecure them from the refentment of the other prifoners. 

In December 1782, I found the county debtors were on the men's fide-f, till 
their apartments in Newgate were rebuilt. The fhed in the court was inclofed ; the 
wards were glazed and had ftoves. 

In the keeper's garden there is inclofed a bath and a copper, defigned for this 
prifon and the bridewell, but being incommodious is not ufed. 

If a fmall room (or counting-houfe) were made over one of the keeper's door- 
ways, he would have a view of the men's court, and of every perfon coming into the 
prifon. 

In the gate-way is a board on which is painted as follows. 



MIDDLESEX. 

A TABLE OF FEES 
Taken by the Keeper of New Prison Clerkenwell. 

& S. D. 

For keeping and difcharging every prifoner committed by warrant of commitment - 060 

For turning the key at every Azch perfon's difcharge - . . -010 

For going with any perfon before a juftice - - . . -oio 

For a copy of commitment - - - _ . - 014 

Prifoners brought in by conftables of the night, and carried before juftices of the peace 

and difcharged, to pay two millings for his or her difcharge - - o 2 O 



No fpirituous liquors allowed to be brought in here. 



* There ftould be an entire feparation in all prifons of thofe called Fines who are committed foi 4 
a term, from thofe who are only committed on fufpicion either of felony or mifdemeanors. 

t The county debtors had the allowance of a pound of bread each 5 the 64/*. of beef every Saturday 
from the fiienffs, and the donations as mentioned at Nwgatc. 



CLERKEN- 
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CLERKENWELL BRIDEWELL. 

KEEPER, Edward Hall, afterward James Cro/ier, now John Harzvood. Clerken- 

Salary, £50. _ W£LL 
J ^ Bride- 

Fees, £0 : 7 : o. (See Remarks.) well, 
Tranfports, taken from court by Mr, Akerman. 
Licence, now none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf ; now lib. of bread a day. 
Garnifh, £0:1:4. 

Number, Prifoners. Prifoners- 

1774, April 22, 87. 1779, Aug. 13, 171. 

1776, March 8, 93. 1782, April 21, 168. 
May 10, 113. Dec. 17, 155. 

Nov. 13, 136. 1783, Jan. 5, 152. (See Remarks.) 

1777, Jan. 10, 108. Aug. 21, 191. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Richards. 

Duty ' X See New Prifon. 
Salary, J 

SURGEON, Mr. Gibbes. 

Salary, See New Prifotr. 



OVER the gate two new rooms for night-charges, as at the New Prifon. In the Re 
prifon, men and women have feparate courts and wards. The men have in their 
court (which fhould be paved with flat ftones), three Iheds for day-rooms: one, 
6 feet by 16; the other two, 6 by 10 each-, full 8 feet high. Their night-rooms 
oppofite on the ground floor, one for fines, and one for other offenders, are about 
20 feet by 14 each; with barrack-beds. One of them was fo crowded, that fome 
prifoners llept in hammocks. Over thefe night-rooms are chambers with beds for 
thofe who pay 35. 6d. a week: and another room alfo for fines: joining to which, is 
a fmall clofe room ufed as an infirmary for men. In another part of the court is a 
hemp-fhop or work-fhop: it is a paflage to fix little work-fliops for faulty ap. 
prentices; 7 feet by 34. each: fronting thefe are their fix night-rooms (8 by 4). 
all on the ground-floor. 

In the women's court are three fheds or day-rooms; fame fize as thofe of the men ; 
with a hemp-fhop or work-fhop. Over this, and the men's work-fhop, is a long 
gallery or paflage, in which are twelve dark unwholefome night- rooms for women; 

H h 2 * 9 feet 
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Clerken- g feet by 7 each, and 104- high (in fome of 'them are beds for thofe who pay) : but 
Br?db- two of thefe rooms are now made into one for an infirmary for the women. 
well. The keeper pays window-tax; and for the New-River water; which was till 
very lately dire&ly from the main *, and always on. Befides this they have water 
at a pump in each court. 

In July 1775, the juftices augmented the fees from 55. 6d. to ys. but now (1783) 
in this prifon they are reduced to the old fum. In lieu of fees from acquitted 
prifoners, which were cancelled by the late aft, the juftices paid the keeper at 
the rate of £20 a year from the u me when that aft took place. — To this bridewell, 
among criminals, are committed debtors from the court of conference; who are dis- 
charged after forty days. 

Of the 108 in January 1777, above thirty were convifts, or fines, that is, crimi- 
nals committed for a term of years. Some of thefe, and of the others, were fick. 
They complained of fore feet, which were quite black. The fick were for the moft 
part women of the pooreft fort; not able to pay for beds. No ftraw or bedding 
allowed. — There are in the whole near as many women-prifoners as men. 

This prifon is much too fmall for the number committed to it. It might be made 
convenient, if the adjoining ground let for a workhoufe were taked in. At my laft 
vifits it was clean. Of the 171 prifoners in 1779, 22 men anc * boys, and 58 women 
were convifts. Thefe were employed in picking oakum ; the women in two rooms 
below, the men up ftairs+. A warehoufe and a flied are erefted on fome ground at 
the back of this prifon. — The convifts formerly were allowed three pence a day, but 
now have a pound of bread and two pence. The aft for preferving the health of 
prifoners is here, and at the New Prifon, on a printed paper. 

Of the 155 at my vifit in December 1782, 103 were fines-, all were unemployed. — 
At my laft vifit, 20 men and 50 women were convifts, and employed in picking 
oakum. — There were fix debtors from the court of requefts. — All the rooms are too 
clofe: no thorough air. In the infirmary for men, January 1783, five were fick and 
one dying^ with little or no covering. In another room one was dead. In the 

* This falutary fupply of water in plenty continued till laft year, when the Ntiv-Rwer-Comfany 
thought fit to take it off", on laying new pipes towards Maryhonns. I cannot but mention here the 
Company's refufal to fupply with a fmall pipe the Penitentiary houfes, which were propofed to be built 
on a fine rife in the fields at Jflington, near which is one of the moft copious fprings of water, which 
runs to waftc, Willed the White-Conduit. Dr. Fotherg'tU and myfelf were the more furprized at this 
refufal, as the Company had obliged fo many perfons to ixfign, for the public benefit, their 
gardens, pleafure grounds, &c. We did not doubt, however, that Parliament would have compelled 
them to grant lb reafonablc a requeft. 

f This is a falutary employment, as the ftrong cent of the pitch and tar may counterafl any 
contageous or unhealthy effluvia in the work-rooms. 

8 women's 
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women's fick ward 12 were lying in their clothes on the barrack-bedftead and floor, Clerken- 
without any bedding. Bride- 



Middle/ex. At the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace— holden in and for the County of Middlefex 
It Hicks's Hall— (by adjournment) — 13th of July — 15th year— of George III. &c. 

A Table of Fee* to be taken by the Governor or Matter of the Houfe of Corre&ion al 

Clerkenwell. 

£. S. D. 

For keeping and difcharging every prifoner committed by warrant - -060 

now reduced to ■ ■ o 4 6 

For turning the key at every fuch prisoner's difcharge, - - -010 

For a copy of every commitment - - - - -014 

For going with every prifoner before a juftice • . - -010 

Prifoners brought in by conftables of the night and carried before a juftice - -020 



By the Court 



well. 



Butler. 



WHITECHAPEL PRISON, White- 

CHAPEL. 

FOR DEBTORS. 



This is a prifon for the liberties and manors of Stepney and Hackney. The 
former includes, by a printed lift which I have, towns, parifhes, villages, ftreets, 
lanes, &c. to the number of forty-fix; and was granted by king Edzvard VI. to lord 
IVentworth, and his heirs for ever. 

In it are confined thofe whofe debts are above £2, and under £5. The mafter's- 
fide prifoners have four fizeable chambers, fronting the road; u e. two on each ftory 
They pay is. 6d. a week; and lie two in a bed; two beds in a room. The 
common-fide debtors are in two long rooms in the court, near the tap-room; men in 
one room; women in the other: the court-yard in common. They hang out a 
begging-box from a little clofet in the front of the houfe; and attend it in turn. It 
brings them only a few pence a day; and of this pittance none partake but thofe who 
at entrance have paid the keeper 2s. 6d. and treated the prifoners with half a gallon of 
beer. When I was there in 1777, no more than three had purchafed this privilege. 

The prifon is out of repair. It is the property of the lady of the manor. The 
keeper, George Garred, is an officer: he pays rent £24; and window-tax, and all 
other taxes. He keeps the tap. Fees, £0:8:1. No table: but in November 
1776, I faw a paper hung up, on which was written as follows: 

A Table 



Remarks, 
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W h 1 t e * A Table of Fees to be taken by the Keeper of this Prifon. 

CHAPEL jr. $. J), 

Vb. i son*. For the dlfcharge of every perfon qpon any civil aftion, procefs or execution - -081 
For every perfon who choofes to lie on the mafter-fide, for the firft night - - o 3 o 

For every perfon who choofes to lie on the mafter-fide after the firft night to pay every week o z 6 

George Garred keeper 10th Auguft 1776. 

At the fame time I favv another paper intitled Rules and Orders to be obferved in this 
Prifon. It was dated Aug. 6, 1776. The firft rule is, « That every perfon who 
comes into this prifon as a prifoner, fhall pay for Y\\s garnifo 2s. io±d" 

The ciaufes of the aft againft fpirituous liquors hung up. 

At my firft vific there were on the common-fide two prifoners in hammocks, fick 
and very poor. — No chaplain. A companionate man, who was not a regular clergy- 
man, fometimes preached to them on Sunday j and gave them fome fmall relief. 

Lady ST rwnjhend fends a guinea twice a year, which her fervant diftributes equally 
among the prifoners. 

As debtors here are generally very poor, I was furprifed to fee once ten or twelve 
noify men at (kittles; but the turnkey faid they were only vifitants. I found they 
were admitted here as at another public houfe. No prifoners were at play with 
them. — The court-room is near this prifon. 

The above was the account at the time of my former vifits; but in 1779 I was 
informed that not a tenth part of the ufual bufmefs has been tranfafted here fince 
the aft for extending the provifions of an a£l y to prevent frivolous and vexatious arrejls. 
19 Geo. HI. Cap. LXX. 

In 1782 the prifon was in a ruinous condition, yet fometimes here are one or two 
prifoners. 

By an aft in 178 1 ; 21 Geo. III. entitled, " An aft for diminifhing the fees payable, 
€c and altering the mode of proceeding, in the court of record within the manors of 
iC Stepney and Hackney, 8cc." imprifonment is fixed " for a time not exceeding one 
" week for every pound of the total of the debt and cofts." By this good aft no 
prifoners can be confined here more than five or fix weeks. Debtors from the court 
of confcience for funis under 405. are font to Clerkenwell bridewell. 

1774, April 27, Prifoners 25. 1 7S2, April 10, Prifoners o. 

1776, May 7, - - - 23. Dec. 13, - - - o. 

Nov. 13, - - - 20. 1783, Aug. 25, - - - o. 

1777, Jan. 8, - - - 27. Oft. 16, - - - o. 

J 779> Aug. 11* - - - 5. 



TOWER 
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TOWER HAMLETS GAOL, JSSZZm 



IN WELL-CLOSE S QJCJ ARE. 



This prifon is at a public houfe, kept by an honeft Swede, who is gaoler. There Remarks 
is a court-room in the houfe for the Tower HamlQts. The prifon-yard was 116 feet 
by 18, latticed over head. At one end, were two large rooms; in which French 
prifoners were confined fome years ago. The prifon-rooms were towards the other 
end of the court : on the ground-floor a day-room or clofet about feet by 3^, with 
a chimney. Up ftairs three night-rooms. Debtors from the court of confcience are 
fent to Clerkenwell bridewell. Fees, gs. id. No table. Allowance, from a penny 
to two pence a day. No ftraw. At my laft vifit the prifon was almoft in ruins. 

1774, April 29, Prifoner 1. *779> Aug. 10, Prifoner o. 
1776, March 9, - - - o. 1782, Dec. 13, - - - 
May 17, - - - is 



St. CATHARINE'S GAOL St. 

Catha* 

RINt's. 

This prifon, rebuilt about fifteen years ago, is a fmall houfe of twoftories; two Remarks* 

rooms on a floor. In April 1774, there was a keeper, but no prifoners. I have 

fince that, called two or three times, and found the houfe uninhabited : in Auguft 

1779, it was inhabited, but there were no prifoners. In December 1 782 alfo there 

were no prifoners, and I was informed there had been none fince 1779. In Auguft 

17S3 it was uninhabited. 



THE 
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THE SAVOY. 



Remarks; This prifon for the military, has two rooms called the Guard-rooms ; becaufe in 
them are confined offenders who are of the king's guards. The remainder of the 
building over the gate is the keeper's houfe. On the oppofite fide of the court, is 
a large room down five fteps, the Hall. On the left-hand fide of the court is another 
hall, not fo large: at each end of it is a room with barrack-bed fteads and beds; 
both rooms very clofe and unht, L*)y. Over them are other barrack-rooms, fome- 
what more airy. N°. 1, 2, and 4. and the room over N°. 1, and the lodging-room 
called the Store-room adjoining to the guard-rooms, are of good fize : and the pra&ice 
of lime whiting adopted here fince my firft viiits, is falutary for the prifoners. 
There are, befit! es, the black bole, the condemn d hold, the cock pit, and feveral 
other parts of this irregular building, which I pafs over. 

March 15, 1776, there were 119 prifoners; of whom 49 were tranfports. I faw 
many fick and dying. The gaol was fo infefted by them, that the diftemper was 
caught there by many afterwards. 

May 25, Prifoners 37. Many of them fick of the gaol- diftemper, in the rooms 
where I faw the fick and dying in March* The whole was out of repair. Keeper, 
Capt. Jack/on: falary, £50. Allowance, four pence a day, in provifions. 

1779, Aug. 13, Prifoners 98, viz. 
64 Deferters, 21 Imprefled men, and 13 of the Guards. 
The prifoners were in health; the rooms made fomewhat more airy, and three 
rooms over the hall were fitted up for an infirmary. 

1782, Dec. 20, Prifoners 92. 

The prifon was not dirty, nor the rooms offenfive except in the infirmary.' Three 
of the gi^rds were in clofe confinement on bread and water for 48 hours. — One 
was fick in the prifon, and 12 in two of the clofe rooms of the infirmary; in the 
other room, one of the tranfports left here lay dead. Keeper, Capt. OJborne. 

1783, Aug. 29, Prifoners 56. 

Fourteen were of the guards, of whom 10 were in the Mack hole on bread and water 
for 24 or 48 hours. Some of the prifoners, having received his majefty's pardon 
on condition of inlifting, and afterwards deferted, had been here from 7 to 16 
months. — The rooms were very clean; they are lime-whited twice a year, and they 
are wafhed every day, the prifoners being turned out of them early in the morning. — 
There had been none fick in the hofpital for two months. 
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TOTHILL-FIELDS BRIDEWELL. 



KEEPER, George Smith. 

Salary, £s°> P a y* m S ^ widow of the former keeper £20. 1 othili 

/• FIELDS 

Fees, £0:5: 2. BrjD3 
Tranfports, taken by Mr. Akerman. * *H: 

Licence, Beer and Wine. Tap let. Now no licence. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, a penny loaf (weight Dec. 1782, %\oz. Off. 1783, as. J and 

a penny a day each. 
Garnilh £0:1:4. 

J^Umber, fttf*t«S. Prifoners. 

1774, April 22, 38.. i779j Aug. 5, 74. ImprelTed Men 10. 

1775, March 4, 109. 1782, Dec, 18, 72. 

1776, 6, 86. 1783, Aug. 20, 89. 

May 3, 75. 22, 92. 

1777, Jan. 8, 110. Oft. 29, 52. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Glover, now Mr. Thomas Purdue. 
Salary, none. He makes a bill. 

OVER the gate is this infcription, "Here are feveral forts of work for the poor Remarks, 
€C of this parifh of St. Margaret's Weftminfter, as alfo the county according to law, and 
" for fuch as will beg and live idle in this city and liberty of Weftminfter. Anno 
« 1655." 

This prifon has — for men, two day-rooms and three night-rooms — For faulty ap- 
prentices, five rooms, 10 feet by 7 feet 2 inches \ the upper and lower pannels of the 
doors are iron latticed. For women, a day-room, and four night-rooms. All the night- 
rooms have barrack-beds. They are conftantly wafhed every day ; and are quite 
frefh. The prifoners wafti their hands and faces every morning before they come for 
their allowance. No ftraw. No infirmary. A little room ufed as a furgery. A 
chapel, in which Mr. Smith reads a chapter, and part of the Common Prayer-book 
every morning. 

The women lliould have another day-room: and one of the day-rooms for men 
lhould be enlarged. The courts adjacent might alfo be enlarged. — The rooms for 
women, and their court, are now more airy, the garden-pales being fet farther off. The 
keeper pays window-tax, and for water. Over the gate is a paper with this infeription : 

I i « No 
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Toth ill- " No perfon admitted into this prifon on a Sunday after nine o'clock in the morning 
Bmde! Until five in the evenin g«" 

well. At my vifit in 1777, there were among the felons, two debtors from the court of 
confcience; in 1779, three; and in 1783, fix, — I always found this prifon very clean: 
and the prifoners calm and placid. There is now a work-lhop with hemp-blocks, and 
a room over it. Two of the women's night-rooms are appropriated to female convidb, 
who have alfo a feparate court with water, &c. As I have feen feveral fick objefts 
on the floors, the gentlemen, who are fo ready to relieve the fufferings of their fellow- 
creatures, will forgive the intimation that an infirmary might be made over the women's 
ward. 



Fees allowed for the Governor of Tothill-fiblds Bridewell, as by Order of Court 

January Seflions 1772. 

C S. D. 

For commitment and difcharge of a prifoner by warrant - * -042 

For the turnkey - - - - . - -010 

Copy of commitment - - - - „ -014 

For a night's charge - - • - - ••010 

Signed in open court 
by 

James Fielding George S. Bradjhaw George Ried Aaron Latnb. 



Gate- WESTMINSTER GATE-HOUSE. 

HOUSE* 

T his prifon, the property of the Dean and Chapter, was over two gate-ways j but 
being in a very ruinous condition, has been taken down : and another is eredted in 
Tothill-fidds, joining to the bridewell, but was not inhabited, Aug. 5, 1779: and 
at my vifit Aug. 22, 1783, there had been no prifoners. There will be a fepa- 
ration of debtors and felons; and in the court of the latter are four fmall rooms 
for the refractory. Both debtors and felons, though not feen by one another, will 
be in view from the pulpit, and there the keeper can eafily obferve them when they 
are locked up. The courts will be plentifully fupplied with water, by pipes from 
the main. The outer walls are too low, fo that tools &c. may be eafily conveyed 
over.— To make this a fecure prifon, a furrounding wall (as at Hertford gaol) muft 
be built. 

THE 
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THE KING'S BENCH PRISON, 

FOR DEBTORS* 

MARSHAL, Thomas T bomas, Efq. K r n c*s 

Deputy Marshal, Mr. Marfon, afterward Mr. Jordan, now Mr. Hill. 
Salary 

Fees, See Table. 

Licence, Beer and Wine. Tap let. ( See Remarks.) 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 
Garnifli, £0 : 2:0. 

Number, £ n the Houfe. In the Rules. In the Houfe. In the Rules. 

1774, April 26, 324, - 100. 1779, 0<5l. 26, 438, - 60. 

1776, Jan, 28, 364, - 80. 1782, Jan, 2, 450, - 7. 

May 28, 395, (See Remarks.) Dec. 28, 485, - 30. 

1779, Aug. 11, 511, - 75. i7*3>Aug.23, S3 2 > - 5°- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 

Duty, Sunday once; the facrament once a month. 
Salary, £0 : 2 : o on every commitment. 
SURGEON, none. 



THIS prifon was part old buildings, part new. Remarks. 

The old buildings were — a coffee-room juft within the gate — and a ftreet called 
King-jlreet. On the right hand was the tap-houfe; and four houfes for prifoners : 
each confided of a ground-floor, and two floors of chambers ; four rooms on each 
floor; near 10 feet fquare, and 7 high. On the left-hand fide of the ftreet was the 
chapel ; and fix houfes for prifoners ; of equal depth with the former houfes : but the 
back-rooms had not, as the former had, communication with the fore-rooms. At 
the hither end of the fore-rooms, on the ground-floor, was a common kitchen, much 
too fmall. The cook, a prifoner, had the room over it. Thefe houfes alfo had ground- 
rooms, and two floors of chambers. All the rooms fronting King-ftreet, and the whole 
of the houfes on the other fide the way, were for mafter's-fide debtors ; who paid for 
each room unfurnifhed a fhilling a week. The back-part of the left-hand row was the 
common-fide ; the doors in the back-front. The firfb room on the ground-floor they 
called their court-room. The two houfes at the further end had fix rooms each, 

I i 2 for 
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King's for crown-debtors and fines; and were called Crown-court. The reft of this range on 
Bench. ^ ^ t j iree floors was for common-fide debtors. At the farther end of King-ftreet, 
in a fmall court enclofed from the reft of the yard, was a building called the State- 
houfei confifting of ground-floors, and two floors of chambers; four fizeable rooms on 
each floor ; total twelve. A debtor who chofe to be here, paid the marftial from eight 
to ten guineas for his whole time ; befides a ftiilling a week, like other mafterVfide 
debtors. 

All thefe old buildings were out of repair. 

The new buildings were — firft, a houfe at the gate for the turnkey. The chambers 
were very convenient \ and were let to a prifoner who paid a very high rent. — But the 
principal new building was at the farther end of the yard. The two parts of it formed 
a right angle. One part was four houfes, with four ground-rooms to each ; and the 
fame number of chambers on each of the three floors above : total fixty-four. The 
rooms were about 13 feet by 1 1, and about eight feet high. The other part (the wing) 
was built as the Fleet prifon 5 but more airy and commodious. It had the fame number 
of floors as the firft part. On each floor was a paffage y\ feet wide, and 73^ long: 
rooms on each fide the paflage, eleven on each floor, total forty-four; each room 13^ 
feet by 9^, about 3 feet high. 

The prifon is well fupplied with water. Among the improvements, of 108 new 
rooms, and a fpacious court, they fhould have built an infirmary. At more than one 
of my vifits (which I repeated to this as well as many other prifons much oftener than 
the times when I took the numbers) fome had the fmall- pox. It was fo crowded the 
fummer 1776, that a prifoner paid five fhillings a week for half a bed, and many lay 
in the chapel. In May 1776, the number of prifoners within the walls was 395 ; and 
by an accurate lill which I procured, their wives (including a few that were only 
called fo) were 279, children 725, total 1004: about two thirds* of thefe were in the 
prifon. 

The above was the ftate of the prifon in 1776; but afterwards fome of the old 
buildings were taken down, and a chapel and many rooms added to the new buildings, 
and another wing fimilar to that which has been already mentioned, but no infirmary.— 
This fpacious prifon is enclofed with a ftrong wall about thirty feet high, with a cbevaux 

de frife. 

The Rules > or bounds of this prifon are extenfive, including St. George's Fields, 
one fide of B.ackman-ftreet, and part of the Borough High-ftreet, of which a plan is 
publifhed. 

This prifon is vifited at Michaelmas term, as the aft direfts* ; yet at my lirft vifits 
there was a wine-club, and a beer-club ; and one could fcarcely ever enter the walls 
without feeing parties at fkittles, miflifippi, portobello, tennis, fives, &c. 

* 3 2d George II. 

4 The 
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The above was the account of the prifon before it was burnt by the rioters in 1780 : King's 

• Bench, 
and now it is rebuilt on the plan of the former new buildings. No infirmary. Many 

good regulations are introduced, and a ftop is put in a great meafure to gaming and the 

illicit praftice of felling fpirituous liquors and fmuggled goods. 

The tables of rules and orders for the government of this prifon are hung up (as 

required by the preamble) for common infpeftion. I prefume to give an abridgment 

of them. 



Rules and Orders for the better Govern me nt, &c. Made and Signed the 25th of 

November 1729. 

1. The (locks to be kept up for puniftirnent of blafphemers, fvvearers, riotous, &c. 

2. Againft illegal methods of confinement. None to be confined in an unufual place or manner, unlefs for 

attempting to efcape. And fuch may appeal to the court, or a judge. 

3. Marlhal not to remove any to the Fleet by writ of habeas corpus* 

4. Marlhal not to remove any one from the common-fide and its benefits without three days notice : during 

which time, the prifoner may appeal to a judge. 

5. Coroner's inqueft upon the dead, 

6. Againft garnilh and partial diftribution of dividends. 

7. Prifoners to fend out for necefTaries ; and to bring in their own bedding, &c. 

8. Table of fees, thefe rules, and a lift of charities to be hung up in a public room. 

9. Marlhal and fervants to behave with the utmoft tendernefs. 
10. Turnkey always to attend at the door. 

x 1 . No fervants to partake of, or even diftribute the charity. 

1 2. Chapel to be kept in repair. Chaplain duly to perform. 

1 3 . The abufive to the ftocks. 

14. Dining room to be kept in repair for devotion, or converfation : with a fire. Two rooms for the 

fick. 

1 5. Thofe who make oath before &c. that they have not &c. to be admitted to the charities, offices in 

the prifon, &c. 

16. No perfon committed for any criminal matter to vote for Reward, &c. or to partake of any charity bat 

the bafkets. 

17. Lodging in the cabin of any ward, gratis. 

18. Any prifoner may be chofen afliftant, and enjoy the benefits of that ftation. 

19. The feal of the common-fide to be kept by the mailer of King's Bench office j and not put to any deed 

without the approbation of marlhal, fteward, and afliftants. 

20. One fuperfedabie aftion may be fuperfeded with common-fide money : more than one, not without appli- 

cation to the court, or a judge. No judge's clerk to take a fee on the occafion. 
2U The fick to be taken care of by the fteward and afliftants : who are to be reimburfed out of the firft 
county-money. 

22. Debts contracted by the fteward and afliftants with the marfhal's and mafter's confent, for fupport of the 

poor, to be paid out of the next dividend. 

23. Steward and affiftants to have no pay for common bufinefs, or adjufting differences. 

24. Prifoners entered after the ift day of Eafter-term, to have but one quarter of the Midfummer divi- 

dend. 

25- All money brought in by the bafket-men, or brought in at Chriftmas, Eafter and Whitfuntide, to be 
divided immediately after paying the ba(ket-men for their trouble. 

26. If 
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Ki n g's 26. If the marihal advance money for a fuperfedeas, he is to be reimburfed out of the next county-money. 
Bench, 2 j. Common-fide prifoners may deft an annual fteward ; who is not to be depofed, but on application to the 
court or a judge. No prifoner in the rules may vote. 

28. The Reward to enter in books the table of fees, thefe rules, and a lift of the charities. All, together with 

his accounts, for inflection of the prifoners. 

29. A prifoner wronged by the fleward and afliftants, on applying to the court or a judge, fhaii be paid his 

damages out of the next dividend of the fleward and alTiitants : if he complain unjuflly, he fliall make 
fatisfattion from his own next dividend. 

30. If the fteward or affiitants embezzle the money, fuccefTors may call them to account, and flop their divi- 

dends of the grate-money, &c. for reparation of the injury. 

31. Thefe orders to be read publicly every third Monday. 

52. Marfhal, fervants, and prifoners to obferve thefe rules under pain of the utmolr. punishment of law. 
33. No clerk or fervant of a judge to take any fee on occafion of a petition founded on thefe orders. 

R. Raymond Ja. Reynolds E. Probyn. 

' The preceding rules fill one fide of a large flieet of paper, on which they are printed. 
Another flieet has what follows, viz. 

Further Rules and Orders for the Government, &c Made and Signed 

the 10th Day of May 1759. 

1 . No perfon to bring any weapon. 

2. Thofe on the maflerVfide who demand garnifh, to be turned to common-fide for a time, not longer 

than a month. Thofe on the common-fide are for the like offence to be excluded, not longer than 
a fortnight, from all profits except (hare of the bafkets, 

3. Doors of the great garden to be fhut at dark : doors of the wards at nine. 

4. The chambers at difpofal of the marfhal, &c. 

5. If a mafter-fide prifoner neglect for a month to pay his chamber-rent; he maybe turned over to the 

common-fide till he pays. His goods to be delivered to him, by a witneiTed inventory. If difcharged 
by the plaintiff, he may yet be detained for fees, and a month's chamber-rent. 

6. None to fell in the prifon victuals or drink without confent of marfhal. A prifoner thus offending may 

be turned over to the common-fide for a month. Marfhal to take care that thofe who fell do keep 
goq^ order, &c. 

7. Confirms the 14th rule preceding, i.e. That is the great room for cxercife and the two rooms for the 

fick. 

8. Prifoners turned to common-fide for offending, or non-payment, to have no profit but fhare of the 

bafkeU; to bear no office; nor vote for officers. 

9. Thefe rules to be fixed in the moil public places, for infpe&ion. 

Signed, 

Mansfield, T. Dennison, M. Forster, E. Wilmot. 

A further Rule and Order, &c. made 19th May 1760. 

Thofe who attempt or aflift an efcapc — who fell or promote the fale of victuals or liquors without leave 
of the marfhal — who affaujt another — who blafpheme the name of God, fwear or make a riot, may be fent by 
the marfhal to any one of the following prifons in Southwark, viz. the county gaol for Surry, the bride- 
well 
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well for that county, or to the Marflialfea : and there confined for the firft offence not exceeding one month ; K 1 n c's 
for a fecond offence not exceeding three months. This rule to be hung up. Bench. 

Signed, 

Mansfield, T. Dennison, M. Forster, E. Wilmot. 

On the fame fheet is 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Marflial of the King's Bench Prifon, in the County of Surry, 
for any Prifoner or Prifoners Commitment, or coming in Gaol, or Chamber-Rent there, or Difcharge 
from thence in any Civil A&ion. Settled and eftabliftied the x6th Day of June in the 33d Year of the 
Reign of his Majefty King George the Second, and in the Year of our Lord 1760, purfuant to an Ac? 
for the Relief of Debtors with refpec? to the Imprifonment of their Perform, viz. 

Firft* To the maririal for every prifoner committed on any civil a&ion 
2d. To the turnkey on the mafter's-fide - - 

3d. To the marlhal on the difcharge of every fuch prifoner - 

4th. To the deputy marflial upon the difcharge of one or more attions, executions, or other 

charge, and no further fee though there be never fo many actions 
5 th. To the clerk of the papers for the firft attion upon the difcharge 

6th. To the clerk of the papers for every action, execution, or other charge to be paid on 
the difcharge - - - - - - 

7th. To the deputy marfhal upon a commitment of a prifoner in court, or at a judge's cham- 
bers, on any civil aflion, if carried to the King's Bench prifon 

8th. To the clerk of the papers for the fame - ... 

9th, To the faid deputy marfhal for a furrender in difcharge of bail, be there never fo many 
anions - 

10th. To the clerk of the papers for each a&ion upon fuch furrender 

l tth. To each of the four tipftaffs, is. 6d. for each prisoner's commitment by the court, and 
carried to the King's Bench prifon, in the whole - - - 

12th. TothetipftafF that carries any prifoner committed at a judge's chambers to the faid 
prifon ------ 

13th. To the marfhal for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding and fheets for each prifoner, if 
provided by the gaoler at the prifoner's requeft, for the firft night, in the common- 
fide of the faid prifon - 

14th. For the like ufe every night the prifoner remains in cuftody after the firft 

15th. And if two lie in one bed, id. each - - - - 

16th. For the like ufe of every prifoner that goes on the mailer's -fide, for the firft night 

17th. For the like ufe every night after the firft - 

1 8th. And if two lie in a bed, 2 d. each - - 

19th. And if the prifoner finds his own bed, bedding and fheets (which the marfhal is in 

no fort to hinder him of) then he (hall pay for chamber-rent to the marfhal, 

per week - 

N$ other fee for the ufe of chamber, led, bedding and Jhects, or upon the commitment or difcharge of any prifoner on 

any civil ad ion. 

Thomas. Howard^ Mansfield, 
Anthony Thomas Ahdy y T. Parker* 

William Hammond. 

6 Three 
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Three excellent rules have been lately hung up. 

Monday next after three weeks from the day of the Holy Trinity in the 19th Year of 

King George the Third. 

King's Bench Pri/in, Upon full and mature confideration had here in court, It is ordered by the faid 
court, that any man may lawfully be turned out of his chamber for the following caufes (that is to fay) 
If fuch perfon lets his chamber to another, or does not refide there himfelf, or if fuch perfon might have 
taken the benefit of any infolvent aft or the lords' aft ; or if he be charged by a friendly or collufive action 
where there is no real debt. 

By the Court. 

Friday next after fifteen days from the day of the Holy Trinity in the 19th Year of 

King George the Third. 

King's Bench Prifon. It is ordered that all prifoners who have been or (hall be in the culiody of the 
marlhal of the Marfhalfea for the fpace of fix months after they are fuperfedeable although not fuperfeded 
(hall be forthwith difcharged out of the prifon of the marfhal of the Marlhalfea by the faid marfhal as to all 
fuch actions in which they have been or fhall be fuperfedeable. And that no prifoner (hall be intitled to any 
room in the faid prifon by reafon of feniority except from the time of his being charged in the actions in 
which he is not fuperfedeable. 

By the Court. 

Wednefday next after three weeks from the day of the Holy Trinity, in the 2 ill Year of 

King George the Third • 

King's Bench rrifon. It is ordered by this court, that the marfhal of the Marlhalfea of this court fhall 
permit no perfons to enter into the prifon without their being firft fearched, to fee whether they have any 
fpirituous liquors about them : and that he do not fuffer the wives or children of any of the prifoners to 
lodge in the prifon, under any pretence whatfoever ; and that the marfhal do prefcribe in what manner, and 
for how long time, vifltors fhall be allowed to fee or flay with the prifoners, according to the circumstances 
of every cafe in his difcretion. 

By the Court. 

There prcfe, befides, in this prifon, as in the Fleet, certain printed rules made by the 
prifoners themfelves, u to be obeyed and obferved by every member of this College" 
(as they were pleafcd to term it). Many of them were arbitrary and improper: but 
now they are abolifhed. 

I procured a lift of gifts and donations now * belonging to the prifoners on the common 
fide of the Kings Bench prifon, which is as follows : 

£* S. D. 

County money f paid quarterly by the clerk to the Chief Juflice of the court of King's Bench 

at fifteen pounds per quarter - - - - -60 00 

# There was a brafs plate, on a flone in the wall of the old prifon, fixed there by order of a donor of 
fome bencfaftion ; as he thought it might perpetuate his gift. 

t By the 43d Eliz. Chap. II. Sett. 15. 

The 



King's 
Bench. 
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The gift of Sir Thomas Grtjham paid by the Chamberlain of London at two pounds ten fliillings King's 
per quarter - - - - - - - 10 o o Bench* 

Lady Bertie at Lady-day yearly (deducting land-tax) - - - a o o 

Mr, John March one pound, and the intereft of old South Sea annuities twelve and five pence, 

paid at Michaelmas yearly by the mercers company - - - -1125 

Mrs. Smith paid at Chriltmas yearly by the fiQimongers company - - -034 

Mrs. JoanHackett paid ditto by ditto - - - . - - 0134 

Arthur Moufe, Efq. paid ditto by ditto - - - . .034 

The parifli of St. Sepulchre London yearly at Chriltmas - - - - 0100 

The gift of Sir John Peachy, paid at Chriftmas yearly by the grocers company - -050 
Mr. Garrett, paid at Chriftmas yearly by the falters company - - -068 

Mr. Home, paid at ditto by ditto - - - - . -050 

Robert Rampjion, Efq. called brafs money paid yearly at Chriltmas (deducting land-tax) , 100 
Lady OJlorne, payable quarterly at ten (hillings per quarter - - 2 O O 

Lady Ramfay, one hundred pounds weight of beef fent yearly at Chriftmas by the parifhes of 

Allhallows Lombard-ftreet and St. Andrews Underjhaft alternately. 
Mrs. Margaret Deane nine ftone and an half of good beef and five dozen of bread fent yearly 

on 5th of November by the ironmongers company. 
Mrs. Margaret Sine/ear fixty -five penny loaves fent every eight weeks. 

The leatherfellers company in bread two millings and eight pence, and cafli fometimes fou* 

fliillings, fometimes eight fliillings quarterly. 
The parifh of St. Dunftan in the Eaft a fore quarter of beef weight twenty-feven ftone fix 

pounds and a peck of oatmeal annually at Midfummer. 
The company of parifli clerks annually on the ift of November - - I 1 o 

The company of drapers lixty penny loaves annually in December - - -050 

The company of cutlers annually in December the gift of Mr. Cray t home - - 0150 

The gift of Tbo. Daw/on, Efq. paid annually by the parifh of St. Ethelburg London - 090 

His Grace the Archbijhop of Canterbury ufually gives at Chriftmas - - -100 

The fadlers company a free donation of two fliillings and fix pence per quarter - o 10 o 

The city of Norwich annually - - - - - -110 
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MARSHALSEA PRISON. 

Marshal. DEPUTY MARSHAL, Thomas Mar fon, Efq. now deceafed. 

Substitute, Thomas Phillips, afterwards William Williams* now J.Evans. 
Salary- 
Fees, £o : 10 : 10. 
Licence, Beer and Wine, The Tap let. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 

Garnifh, £o : i : 4. It is called ward-dues for coals., Sec. 

N limber, Prifoncrs. , Prifoftet*'. 

1774, March 16, 167. 1 779, Aug* 10, 92. 

I775> — ----- 6, 175. 1782, Jan. 2, 48. 

1776, 12, 194. Dec. 19, 49. 

May 15, 231. 1783, Aug. 23, 71. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Cot kane. 
Duty, every other Sunday. 

Salary, is* from each prifoner on difcharge. See Table of Fees. 

SURGEONS, Meffrs. Staplcton and Waljhman. 

Salary, is. from each prifoner on difcharge. See Table of Fees. 



Remarks. TO this prifon of the Court of the Marfhalfea, and of the King's Palace-Court 
of Weflminfter, are brought debtors arretted for the loweft fums, any where within 
twelve miles of the palace, except in the city of London ; and alfo perfons committed 
for piracy. 

The deputy marfhal, under whofe particular cuftody this prifon is, has his 
appointment from the knight marlhal of the king's houfehold for the time being. 
The great abufes pradtifed by this officer were reported to parliament by the Gaol- 
Committee in 1729. 

This prifon is held under feveral leafes by the widow of the late deputy marfhal 
at the yearly rent of £101. It is an old irregular buidling (rather feveral buildings) 
in a fpacious court. There are, in the whole, near fixty rooms ; and yet only fix 
of them left for common-fide debtors. Of the other rooms, — five were let to 
a man who was not a prifoner : in one of them he kept a chandler's (hop ; in two 
he lived with his family : the other two he let to prifoners. Four rooms, the Q#is 9 
were for women. They were too few for the number 5 and the more modeft women 
complained of ihc bad company, in which they were confined. There were above 

forty 
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forty rooms for men on the maftcrVfide, in which were about fixty beds ; yet at my 
firft vifits, many prifoners had no beds nor any place to fleep in, but the chapel, and 
the tap-room. The chamber-rent wants regulation ; for in feveral rooms where four 
lie in two beds, and in fome dark rooms where two lie in one bed, each pays 3J. 6d. 
a week for his lodging. 

The prifon is greatly out of repair. No infirmary. The court is well fupplied 
with water. In it the prifoners play at rackets, &c. and in a little back court, the 
l\irk, at (kittles. 

The tap was let to a prifoner in the rules of the King's Bench prifon ; this prifon 
being juft within thofe rules. I was credibly informed, that one Sunday in the fum- 
mer 1775, about 600 pots of beer were brought in from a public houfe in the neigh- 
bourhood {AJhmorfs) the prifoners not then liking the tapfter's beer. 

In March 1775, when the number of prifoners was 175, there were with them in 
this incommodious prifon wives and children 46. 

Since the aft of the 19th of Geo. III. Chap. LXX. there are not fo many debtors 
in this prifon as formerly ; yet they are increafmg, for I find here, and in other 
prifons, many debtors whofe original debts are much under £10. but for the purpofe 
of imprifoning fuch debtors, they are profecuted either in the court of exchequer, 
or in other inferior courts, until the expences of fuch profecutions which added to 
the original debt amount to £10. A frefli aftion is then taken out in the fuperior 
courts, for the fmall original debt, and the accumulated coils of profecution. — Thus 
the falutary purpofes of the faid aft are defeated *. 

Mr. Henry Allnott, who was many years lince a prifoner here, had, during his con- 
finement, a large cftate bequeathed to him. He learned fympathy by his fufferings ; 
and left £100 a year for difcharging poor debtors from hence, whofe debts do not 
exceed £4.. As he bound his manor of Goring in Oxfordjhire for charitable ufes, this 
is called the Oxford charity. Many are cleared by it every year. 

I procured a lift of the legacies and donations which are regularly paid, but no table 
was hung up. 

A Lift of Charities belonging to the Common Side of the Marjbal/ea Prifon. 

Cuiinly Money £1 5 per Quarter. — (By the 43d Eliz. Chap. II. Se&. 15.) 
Lcatherfellers company, bread and money quarterly, 6s. 8d. 

* In the Report from the (aforefaid) Committee appointed to inquire into the ftate of the gaols, 
May 14, 1729, on the Marjhalfea prifon, are thefe words, u Many prifoners are fo poor as to be com- 
ft mitted for a debt of one (hilling only ; for by the ufage of the faid court of record, procefTes are ifTued 
*< for the fmalleft fums ; and tho' the caufe of action is but one penny, a procefs is iflued, the procefs is 
" returned, and the proceedings are carry'd on, till fuch time as the cofts amount to above 40/. and 
" thereupon the debtor is thrown into prifon,, and by adding the cofts to the debt the late ad of parliament 
*' againit frivolous and vexations arrelts is eluded. " 

K k t Sir 
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Marshal- Sir Thomas Grefiarns legacy, £10 per annum, paid quarterly by the chamberlain of London. 
sea. Drapers company, the legacy of Mr. John Stokes, fixty penny loaves on the 5th of December. 

The gift of the late Chief Baron Smyth, fifteen Hone of beef at Chriftmas, and continued by Lady Smyth. 
Mr. John Mark/s annuity, the intereft of JTz 1 : 18 : 10, South Sea ftock. 

Mr. Ralph Carter's legacy, ninety-fix pounds of beef at Chriftmas : paid one year by the church -wardens 

of Allval!ows> and the other by St. Andrews Underjhaft. 
Ironmongers company fend nine (tone and two pounds of bee(, and five dozen of bread on the 5th of 

November, the annual gift of Mrs. Deane, deceafed. 
Mr. John Craythorne's legacy, 15 s. paid by the company of cutlers at Chriftmas. 

Mr. Thomas Davufon's legacy, 9 s. paid by the church-wardens of St. Ethelburg, Bijhopfgatt, at Chriftmas. 
Mr. Robert Rampjions legacy, 2?s. at Chriftmas. 
Archbifhop of Canterbury fends yearly at Chriftmas £i» 
Mr. Kelfall fends a chaldron of coals yearly at Chriftmas. 

Mrs. Smith's legacy, 3 s. 4d. paid by the fimmongers company yearly at Chriftmas. 
Salters company fend yearly 6 s. 8 d. 

Mr. Thomas Carter's legacy, a quarter of beef and a peck of oatmeal at Lady-day, paid by the church- 
wardens of St. Dunjlans in the Eaft. 
Eleanor G-xwWs legacy, fixty-five penny loaves every two months. 
tniliam Roper, Efqr's legacy, £1 per annum, paid by the company of parilh clerks. 
Mr. Jacobs's legacy, £2 at Eajler, paid at the Grainge inn, Lincoln s Inn back-gate, left in 1609, 



ATxBLEofFEEs to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the Marfhalfea Prifon — on any Civil 
Attion— fettled— the 17th Day of May 1765 Purfuant to an Aft for Relief of Debtors, &c. 

To the knight marlhal upon the difcharge of every prifoner charged with one or more anions 
To the keeper for his care and fafe cuftody of every prifoner upon the difcharge of fuch prifoner 
on the fir ft action 

To the keeper upon the difcharge of fuch prifoner charged with one or more a&ions after the 

firft - - 

To the furgeon or apothecary on the difcharge of every prifoner charged with one or more 

adions - - 
To the chaplain on the like difcharge - 

To the turnkey upon the difcharge of every prifoner on the firft aclion 

To the turnkey upon the difcharge of fuch prifoner charged with one or more a&ions after the 

firft - - - - 

To the clerk for entering the difcharge of a prifoner on one or more actions 
To the keeper for the ufe of bed, bedding and fheets for every prifoner if found by the gaoler 

at the prifoner's requeft, for the firft night on the mafter's iide of the faid prifon 
And every night after the firft night - 

And if two lie in a bed id. each - - - 

No of be/ fee for the ufe of chamber, bed, bedding, or upon the difcharge or commitment of any prifoner on any 

civil afii.n. 

IV. Richardfon Mansfield 
Elliot Bi/hop C. Pratt 

Ltond Howard. T. Parker. 

BOROUGH 
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BOROUGH COMPTER. 



GAOLER, Jeremiah Bevis. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 7 
Felons, o : n 
Tranfports, - o : 10 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 



BOR.0 UGH 
Ct'MPTlR. 



o. 

4- 
6 



from the contractor. 



PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors,! a penny loaf a day each (weight in Aug. 1779, 1202. 

Felons, J in Dec. 1782, Zoz. Aug. 1783, g{oz.) See Remarks, 
Garnifh, £0:2:8 mafter's-fide. 

0:1:4 common-fide. 



Number, 
1774. 



May 4, 
March 11, 

May 2, 

Nov. 13, 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none. 



Debtors. Felons Scr. Debtors. Felons Ice. 

37, - 4. 1779, Aug. 10, 16, - 2. 

10, - 3. 1782, Jan. 2, 14, " - 4. 

18, - 2. Dec. 15, 15, - 3. 

15, - 1. 1783, Aug. 25, 25, - 2. 



THIS prifon, in Tooley-ftreet, for the borough of Southwark, which contains Remarks. 
four parifhes and a part of a fifth, had in 1779, for mafter's-fide debtors, feven 
rooms — for common-fide debtors, a room on the ground-floor, in which felons &c. 
were with them night and day ; a long room up flairs, the Rookery; and a room over 
it, ufelefs, becaufe not fecure.— — The women were in the flone kitchen, then divided 
into two rooms. Three of the common-fide rooms had barrack-beds. Moft of the 
debtors are poor creatures from the court of confeience, who lie there till their debts 
are paid *. — There was a fmall court ; and a chapel, but no chaplain appointed. 

The whole prifon was much out of repair, and ruinous. No infirmary. No bed- 
ding or draw. The keeper is put in by the high bailiff, whofe office is in the difpofal 
of the court of aldermen. — An infeription over the gate, dated 1716, called it the 
Borough Court: but the courts are held at St. Margaret's Hill. 

This prifon might have been made more commodious, by building on a piece of 
ground, at the back of it, 41 feet by 20, which the keeper ufed as a garden. 



* The Society for relief of pefons imprifoned for fmall debts, rekafe many debtors from this prifon. 



This 
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This gaol was pulled down by the rioters in 1780, and the prefent prifon is an 
adjoining houfe hired by the keeper. The court only 14^ feet by 11. A day-room 
below (17 feet by 12), ftone-floor. The men's lodging-room (16 feet by 14) on the 
fecond floor, in which at my laft vifit there were 17, and fbmetimes there have been 
two or three and twenty. The women lodge in the common day-room. No bed- 
ding. Here are three or four rooms for thofe that pay. Debtors have 6^ penny 
loaves once in eight weeks, from a legacy of Eleanor Gwinn. No memorial hung up, 
no table of fees, nor claufes againfl: fpirituous liquors. Debtors here, (as in the county 
gaol, King's Bench, the Fleet and Marfialfea) have a gift every Chriftmas of 20j. from 
the Archbilhop of Canterbury. 

This table was in the old gaol. 

Sifflfauwri* At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace of our Sovereign Lord the King holden for 
the Town and Borough of Southwark at the Court-Houfe on St. Margaret's hill— on Friday die 8th day of 
January in the 21ft Year of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second before Sir Robert Lad- 
broke Kn*. Mayor — John Stacey Efq. Recorder — and others, &C- &c. 

It being reprefented to this court that the fees of the gaoler or keeper of the Borough Compter in 
regard to the prifoners charged therein with any criminal maittr remain yet unfettled, for want whereof 
divers impofitions may accrue to the poor prifoners therein. 

For fettling and eftablilhing the fame It is ordered that the keeper or gaoler of the faid prifon (hall and 
may take of every prifoner fo charged as aforefaid the following fees and no more, 



That is to fay 

\ r the admiilion of every prifoner for felony trefpafs aflault or other mifJemeanoars on 4 

For every night's lodging - . . . . . 006 

To the turnkey for the difmiflion of every fuch prifoner * - - 010 

For every,prifoner brought by a peace officer for fafe cuftody untill hearing can be had before a 

m agin 1 rate - - - - e . o z 9 

By the Court 

Man. 

N. B. Two other prifons in Southwark, viz. the New Gaol in the Borough, and 
the Bridewell in St. George's Fields, belong to the county of Surrey. 
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COUNTY GAOL at HERTFORD. 



FORD, 



Felons, J ° 1 ' 5 : 4 ' 



GAOLER, Cornelius Wilfon. Hert- 
Salary .£39 : 6 : io, now £100, to fupply the felons with bread, as below. 
Fees, Debtors, 
is, 

Tranfports, £1 : \ : 0 each to London. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, ilb. of bread a day. 
Garnifh, £° • 4- : 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons kc. 

1773, Dec. 9, 3, 19. 1779, Sep. 27, 1, 17. Defert'. 1, 

i774> H» 2 > M« i7 82 j A P ril 9> io» 9. 

1776, Feb. 14, 16, 16. 1783, Oft. 23, . 9, 21. 

- Nov. 22, 6, 12. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Scott, now Rev. Mr. Moore. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Cutler. 

Salary, novY 20, 

% 

THE old gaol, built in 1702, was in the middle of the town. In front two Remarks. 
fmall day-rooms, for felons, in which they were always locked up : no fire-place— 
Their dungeons or night-rooms, one down 18 fteps, the other 19. Over their day- 
rooms, was a large lumber-room ; and joining to it a lodging-room for women -felons. 
Backward was a fmall court for debtors, and women-felons. On each fide of it were 
two rooms on the ground-floor, and two chambers for debtors. No chapel. No in- 
firmary. The a£t for preferving the health of prifoners, and claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, not hung up. 

In the interval of two of my vifits the gaol-fever prevailed, and carried off feven or 
eight prifoners, and two turnkeys *. The felons were on that occafion removed to 
the bridewell. At my fecond vifit in 1776, four were fick. 

* I was well informed, that a prifoner brought out as dead, from one of the dungeons, on being 
<wajhed under the pump, fhewed figns of life, and foon after recovered. Since this, I have known titer 
inftances of the fame kind. (See page 23.) 

This 
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Hert- This old gaol could not have been made healthy and convenient : but the prifoners 

FORD are now in a new one fituated juft out of the town, with feparate wards (16 feet 
Gaol. Y 8 inches by 11 feet 7) and courts for debtors, men-felons and women-felons: the 
whole is properly furrounded by a wall 15 feet high: which being at a confiderable 
diftancc from the building, the keeper has within it a convenient garden. 

The felons looked healthy and well, which I am perfuaded was owing to the 
gaoler's not crowding them into a few rooms. 

An obvious defedt or two in this new gaol I will juft mention, that architects 
employed in fuch buildings may not imitate them. The rooms are not vaulted. 
The corridor is too narrow, but 4 feet wide; and the pillars (not being of ftone, or 
circular) make the rooms dark and clofe. The door- ways are only 1 foot 10 inches 
wide, lb that no crib-bedfteads can be introduced. — The two rooms appropriated for 
the fick, are too fmall. No bath. The chapel clofe, has no cupola. 

Hertfirdjhln to ixit. .At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace of our Sovereign— holden at— 
Hertford on Monday — the 1 2tri day of January in the firft year of— our Sovereign Lord Gecrge III. by 
the grace of God — and in the year of our Lord 1761 before Sir Richard Chafe Kn c . Ralph Freeman 
Doctor in Divinity, Rick* Warren, James Gordon, W™ Janjftn and Wm Plurner the younger, Efq rs . and 
others, &c. 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler— fettled — purfuant to an Aft — made in the 

3 2d year of — K. George IL 

£■ s. D. 

For f he chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each debtor per night provided that no more than 

two be put into one bed nor more than two beds in one room - - O o 4 

For the chamber-rent, bed and bedding of each prifoner upon criminal procefs per nveek pro- 
vided that no more than two be put into one bed ; nor more than two beds in the fame 
room - - - m . - . 036 

For the turnkey's fees into gaol - ^ - - - 010 

For the turnkey s fees out of gaol - - - - m 010 

For the gaoler's fees upon each prifoner difcharged * • + ~ o 13 4 



Mil 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

Bride- [HERTFORD. This is alfo the borongh gaol. Two fmall rooms to the ftreet, 
the Compter. — The bridewell has two rooms, the middle ward and the lower ward: 
no chimneys: windows not glazed. The night dungeon for men is down 7 fteps, 
\6\ feet by 10* , and 6 feet high: the window 2 feet 7 inches by 1 foot 6: a 
court, and pump, water bad; but prifoners are always locked up within doors: 
no employment. The county gaoler is keeper, and has ^24 a year to fupply 
c each 
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each pcifoncr daily with a pound of bread. Fees, £0:4:6. Debtors feci, as at Bride- 
the county gaol. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. wexls. 

1774, Dec. 14, Prifoners4. 1779, Sep. 27, Prifonerjs 1. 

1776, Feb. 14, - 7. 1782, April 9, - -4. one a Debtor. 

Nov. 22, - - 4» 1783, Od. 23, - 7. 



HIT CHIN. In the work-houfe yard, a room for men 2Qi feet by 104.; and 
over it two rooms for women, who go up to them by a ladder. No chimney ih 
any of the rooms: no ftraw: no court : no water: no allowance: no employ- 
ment. Keeper's falary, £24 : no fees. 

C776, Feb. 14, Prifoners 2. 1782, April 9, Prifoners 1. 
1779, Od. 21, • o. — Dec. 2, - -3. 

BERKHAMSTEAD. A ward for men, and another for women. A dungeoa 
down 9fleps, 13 feet by 94, and 6 feet 3 inches high: earth floor, very damp, 
no window: no chimney: no bedfteads : no ftraw. Keepefs falary, £20: no 
fees : has the profit of the prifoners work. They are fometimes employed in chop- 
ping rags. Allowance, a pound of bread a day. 

1776, Nov. 2, Prifoners o. 
1779, April 23, - - 1. 
11782, Oft. 31, - - o. 

BUNTINGFORD. Two rooms; one for men, 19 feet by 8]; the other a new one 
for women, 13 feet by 10. No fire-place. Offenfive fewer. No court : no water. 
The keeper has a large garden. Salary, ^9 : 1 : 4. 

1779, Sep. 27, Prifoner 1. 
1782, May 6, - - 1. 

At St. ALBANS arc, 

THE BOROUGH GAOL, or Compter. Debtors have fometimes the ufc of the 
town-hall in the day-time : the lodging-room of thofe that pay joins to it. 
Felons and poor debtors have two day-rooms, and two clofe offenfive night- 
rooms: no fire-place. Allowance to felons, a pound of bread a day. No ftraw-: 
no court: no water. The late keeper's falary was .£3, The prefent keeper pays 
rent to the corporation £10 a year, as appears by the mayor's receipt June 9, 
178-1. Fees for felons, 13*. 4^. Licence for beer. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors 

L 1 .hung 
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hung up.— The debtors from the court of requefts (debts under 405.) are confined 
here with felons. Though the a& of 25th Geo. II. clears them in forty-two days, 
yet as it does not fpecify the gaoler's fees, and here is no table, they rauft continue 
in prifon till they can pay whatever the keeper demands. 

1776, March 1, No prifoners. 

Nov. 3, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 

1779, April 24, - . - o. - - - o. Deferter i< 

1782, May 7, - 1 . - - - 1. 

THE LIBERTY GAOL, for twenty-two parifhes, is the property of lord Salljbury* 
For debtors^ two fpacious day-rooms, and three lodging-rooms, — For felons, three 
offenfive rooms. When there are men and women, they cannot be properly fepa- 
rated. — One of the windows is towards the road, through which tools were lately 
conveyed, which facilitated the efcape of an atrocious criminal. — Noftraw: no 
court. Salary, £16. Licence for beer. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung 
up. Fees, i$s. 4d. no table. 

1776, March 1, No prifoners. 
Nov. 3, Debtor 1. 

1779, April 24, - - o. Felon &c. 1. Deferters 2. 
1782, May 7, - - o. - - - o. 

THE BRIDEWELL for the Liberty, and for the Borough, joins to the Liberty gaoL 
One large work-room, and two lodging-rooms > all up ftairs, and airy. No court: 
no water: no allowance: no ftraw. Prifoners have their earnings. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary for the liberty, £28; for the bo- 
rough, j[i : no fees. In 1779, } found a girl, who was fentenced for a year's im- 
prifonment, locked up all the day with two foldiers in the work-room : and at my 
laft vifit, a girl and a boy were confined together. 

1776, March 1, Prifoners 2. 1779, April 24, Prifoners 3. 
Nov. 2, - - o. 1782, May 7, - - 2. 
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COUNTY GAOL at CHELMSFORD. 
GAOLER, Sufanna Taylor, afterwards John Reynolds, now his Widow. Chelms- 

e , FORD. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors,") . 

felons, 7*° : ' 5 = + - 
Tranfports, to London or Gravefend, £1:5:0 for each, if not more than 

feven : for each above feven, £1:1*0, 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, | a pound and half of bread a day, and a quart of fmaU 

Felons, 5 beer. (See Remarks.) 
Garnilh, Debtors. £0:4:6, now £0:6: 6. 

Felons, 0:3:0, now 0:3:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c Debtors. Felons &c 

1774, Feb. 4, 30, 30. 1779, April 7, 34, 7. 
Dec. 6, 13, 31. 1782, July 12, 28, 19. 

1775, Oft. 19, 19, 14. 1783, Oft. 27, 21, 2$. 

1776, Nov. 20, 11, 7. 

CHAPLAIN, now Rev. Mr. Morgan. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £40, now 50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Griffinhoofte. 

Salary, £25, for felons, and the bridewell prifoners. 

THE old prifon was clofe, and frequently infefted with the gaol-diftemper. Remarks. 
Inquiring in Oftober 1775, for the head-turnkey, I was told he died of it. 

In the tap-room there hung a paper on which, among other things, was written, 
* 6 Prifoners to pay garnifh or run the gauntlet." 

Debtors have a bufhel of coals a day from about 12th of November to the 12th of 
May: and £5 a year by a legacy of Elizabeth Herris from lands in Brentwood, paid 
by the reftor or minifter of the parifh of Chelmsford on the 24th of December. By a 
memorial hung up in the tap-room, it appears the bequeft was acknowledged by the 
teftatrix 14th June 1746. — It was generous in the juftices to grant debtors the fame 
allowance as felons ; and very judicious to fix that allowance to a certain weight. 

It gave me pain to be informed in 1775, that there had been no divine fcrvice for 
above a year part, except to condemned criminals. 

The new gaol exceeds the old one in flrength and convenience as much as in 
fplendour. The county, to their honour, have fpared no coft. The prifon was 

L 1 2 finifhed 



260 ESSE X, Home Cine wit:. 

i 

Chelms- finiflied and occupied at the time of my vific in 1779. The debtors rooms are 
County 17 feet 10 inches by 15 feet 3, and 9 feet 10 high. At one end of their court is 
Gaol. a work-room 37^ feet by 14V, and 12 feet 5 inches high, with a fire-place and four 
large windows: here many were weaving garters. Over this is their free ward. At 
the other end of the court is their ball or kitchen, in which claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors painted on a board were hung up, and the memorial of Mrs. Henis's legacy, 
and a new table of fees. The felons rooms (15 feet 9 inches by 147) are lofty, lined' 
with ftone and vaulted. Near their court are two rooms in a fmall area for 
the condemned. The women-felons are feparated ; they have two rooms, a court and 
a pump. The courts are paved with flat fione. There is a chapel. Only one 
clofe room for an infirmary, which, being unfurnifhed, has never been ufed, though at 
my laft viiit feveral were fick on the floors. No bath. The felons apartments' 
being entirely out of fight from the gaoler's houfe, I beg leave to obferve, that a 
window might be made in his kitchen, which would overlook the felons court. The 
window in the debtors apartment towards the ftreet was highly improper, as an 
avenue for introducing at all times fpirituous liquors, tools, &c. but it is now flopped up* 
Theftraw in the felons rooms (as alfo in the bridewell) is on the floors. Such cribs* 
or cradles as are in the hofpital at Plymouth (fee plate II.) would be much more 
conducive to health and cleanlinefs. The a£t for preferving the health of prifoners is not 
hung up : and this gaol has not been white-waflied fince it was firft occupied; a.fauk 
too common in new gaols^ — The felons are too much crowded at night, when fome 
of their rooms are empty, 

TABLE OF FEES, 

Efex. At General Quarter Seflions, &c— a Table of Fees fettled— to be taken by the Keeper of his 
Majefty's Gaol— purfuant to an Aft— made in the feconi Year of— Ki> George II. <v*z. 

For the chamber rent bed and bedding of each debtor per night provided that no more than £. S. Z). 

two be put into one bed, nor no more than two beds in the fame room - - o O 4 

For the •hamber-rent bed and bedding of each prifoner upon criminal procefs per week 

provided that no more than two be put into one bed nor more than two beds in one 

room " " - - - -036 

For the turnkey's fee into gaol - . . m - o 1 o 

For the turnkey's fee out of gaol - - . . -010 

For the gaoler's fee upon each debtor's difcharge » m • o 12 

Reviewed and confirmed by us the Juflices 
of AiTize this 19th Day of July 1729. 

R : Eyre 

Law ; Carter. Tho Bramjlon Tho Watford John Cheveley. 

Signed by us Juftices of Peace of and for the faid County this 19th day of July Anno Dim. 1729. 

Rob* Aluly Henry Maynard Benj Mayer. 

The 
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The new table of fees, which is dated 5th of Ottober 18th Geo. III. and figned by 
Thomas Cozvper, James Raymond, and Richard Hunt, Efq r $- and at the Lent Affize at 
Chelmsford 1780 approved of by Mr. Juftice Gould, is the fame as the old table ; 
only there is added, " For every felon prifoner, difcharged by proclamation, to be 
paid by the treafurer of the county ; £0:13: 4." 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

CHELMSFORD. On the ground-floor a large work-room, a kitchen, and a Brtds- 
Iodging-room for men: over them rooms of the fame fize for women: two WSLLS# 
rooms for the fick. Prifoners always kept within doors ; and the rooms very 
offenlive by the fewers *. Neither here nor at the gaol, are there proper drains 
or fewers. Mr. Ford (the keeper) told me at one of my vilits that many had 
been ill of the gaol-fever, brought from the county gaol. His falary, ^30 : 
under-keeper's, £16: no fees. Prifoners allowance, three pence a day; for 
which they have a pound and half of bread, and a quart of fmall beer ; and three 
halfpence a day farther allowance to each fick prifoner. Coals, draw, brooms, 
Sec. £4 : 2 : 6 a quarter. The employment of the prifoners is fpinning wool, 
at a penny a fkain: the county has the profit. At my laft vifit, there were 
feveral fick and dirty obje&s on the floor, with little or no covering. No bath. 
Garnifli 2 & 

1774, Dec. 6, Prifoners iS. 1779, April 7, Prifoners 2 7* 

1775, Oft. 19, - - - 15. 1-782, July 12, ... 28. 

1776, Nov. 20, - - - 2u 178.3, Oft. 27, - - - 3I0 

COLCHESTER. The caftle, the property of the late Charles Gray, Efq. was 
formerly the county gaol. That part of it which is now the bridewell, has — 
firft, a room with a fire-place: on one fide a room with a window ; on another 
fide two rooms at a right angle with the former ; a window in the farthermoft. 
The rooms are about 13 feet fquare. The partitions are iron-grates for light 
and air, from the window at each end, and there is no decent feparation of the 
fexes. Court little ufed by prifoners. No water : here was a well of fine \vateiy 



*- Thofe conveniences/ which delicacy forbids enlarging upon, yet which are abfolutely neceflary to all 
houfes, and the fituation and conftru&ion of which are of the greatell importance in prifons and other 
crowded buildings, have always engaged my peculiar attention : I am convinced, that want of care refpeft- 
ing them is a principal caufe of unhealthinefs in many of our gaols. The reader will pleafe to take notice, 
that under the words fewer s and Jr aim every thing is comprehended which 1 1 had to fay on this fubjeft in 
my remarks on the feveral prifons* 

but 
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Bmde- but it has been lately arched over. Little or no employment: the wards are 

WELL *' dark, and are never white-wafhed. Allowance, three pence a day : draw, £2 a 

year : firing, £2 a year. Keeper's falary, /30 : no fees. 

1774, Feb. 14, Prifoners 1. *779> A P ril 7> Prifoners 1; 

1776, Nov. 19, - - - 3. 1782, July ir, - - - 3* 

NEWPORT. Built in 1775. The front is elegant, yet plain: in it are the 
keeper's apartments ; and a room for the juftices. Behind is the men's court ; in 
the middle of which is a pump. On the farther fide, a large work-room on the 
ground-floor with a fire-place (the only one in the prifon), and a fmaller work- 
room over it : fo that too many need not work together. There is a lodging- 
room even with the upper work-room. On the left fide of the court are two 
lodging-rooms on the ground-floor, and two above. In all thefe lodging-rooms 
are boarded bedfteads : the fewers are offenfive. The keeper has a view of this 
court from two of his back windows. — Women have a fmall room on the ground- 
floor; and one over it, 104. feet fquare. Thefe, though they join to the laft- 
mentioned rooms for men, have no communication with them : you go to them 
through one of the keeper's rooms : the court quite feparate. But the rooms being 
too fmall for the number of women, at my three laft vifits I found them in the 
men's ward. If two of the men's rooms were added to the women's, there might 
always be an entire feparation. No infirmary. Allowance now, two pounds of bread 
each. Straw, £2 a year. Firing in winter, two guineas. Keeper's falary, ^25 : 
now j£3 2 : no f ees - Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. — If a latticed 
partition and door were made in the court, about fix feet from the keeper's door, 
it would prevent the prifoners from rufliing out. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoners 3. 1782, May 5, Prifoners 10. 
1779, Sep. 26, - - - 9. July 12, - - - 15. 

HALSTED. This houfe was rented of the truftees of Marlins charity. Men 
and women had a feparate work-room, and a feparate lodging-room. There 
was a room for the fick. All out of repair. A court which men nfed one part 
of the day, women another. No wafer. Keeper's falary, .£32 : no fees. 
Allowance, a pound and half of bread, and a quart of fmall beer, a day. The 
prifoners did fpin, but were not allowed any part of what they earned. — This 
prifon was burnt down in March 1781, and four prifoners periflied in the flames. 
At my laft vifit, another prifon was building on fome ground purchafed by 
the county. 

1776, Nov. 19, Prifoners 4. 

J 779, April 6, - - - 5. Imprcfled Men 2. 

1782, July 11, - - - o. 

BARKING. 
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BARKING. A room for men, the fore-gaol; 15 feet by 107; 7 feet high; two 
windows to the ftreet. Another room, the back-gaol> for women; 13 feet 4 inches 
by 1 1 feet-, 8 feet high : one window about 2 feet fquare. They are planked all 
over : no chimneys : and both rooms are dirty and made very offenfive by fewer* 
in them. No court : keeper has a large garden* No water acceflible to prifoners. 
Allowance, three pence a day : no employment. Keeper's falary, ^28 : no fees* 
Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

1776, Nov. 28, Prifoners r. 

1779, April 8, - - 1. Imprefled Men 5. 

1782, Dec. 27, 3, 



COLCHESTER TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

A room for debtors. A ftrong ward for men: another for women ; and now two 
rooms are added to the bridewell. Court very offenfive, and not fecure^ no water in it: 
no ftraw. Allowance to criminals, three pence a day; and a chaldron of coals in win- 
ter. Keeper's falary, £12. Licence for beer. Fees, is. 6i. Claufes againft fpiri^ 
tuous liquors not hung up. 

1776, Nov. 19, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 
1779, April 7, • - o. - - - 4- 
1782, July 11, - - 1. - - - 5. 



HARWICH TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms towards the ftreet ; no chimneys : a back room called the dark gaol, and 
another with a fire-place. No court: no water: no fewer. Allowance, three halfpence 
a day. Keeper's falary, jTi : 8 : o. Fees, 6 s. Zd. no table. 

1778, April 18, No prifoners. 
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COUNTY GAOL at MAIDSTONE* 

Mai*- GAOLER, JPhilip De'tillin* now Thomas Watjbn. 
stone. Salary, £60, inftead of the tap. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 12 : 4. 

Felons, o : 15 : 4. 

Tranfports, - 0:15:0 each, and the fees. 

Licence, now wine. See Salary. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. / See Remarks.) 

Felons, a loaf once in two days (weight lib. 40Z. Feb. 177& 
2 lb. 8oz. Dec. 1782.) and every day a quart of fmall 
beer. (See Remarks*) 
Garnifh, Debtors, ,£0:3:0. 

Felons, 0:1:6. 

Number, Debtors. Fckms*c. Debt©*. Felogi ice. 

1774, April 1 j, 21, 31. 1779, Aprili6, 15, 23. 

i775> J ul y 25, 17, 26, 1782, Dec. 4, 24, £ 6 * 
1776, Feb, 19, 22, 38. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hudfon. 
Duty, now, only Sunday. 
Salary, /30 ; augmented to £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Waller, now Mr. Peckham. 
Salary, £5°> for the gaol and bridewelL 

Remarks. THIS gaol was ere&ed in 1746, as appears by the date. On the firft floor there 

are eighf rooms for debtors, which open into a paflage 6 feet 2 inches wide. Under 

thefe are the felons wards near 13 feet fquare : but the air and light are obftru&ed 

(the wall being 3 feet thick) by double wooden bars 3% inches broad (inftead of fingle 

iron ones), at the windows both of debtors and felons. There are three courts : one 

for debtors*, one for men-felons ; and one for women-felons. The two laft are much 

too fmall (that for men which is the largeft only 28 feet by 27) ; but may be com- 

modioully enlarged from the ground at the back of the gaol. Divine fervice was 

performed upon the ftairs, but the .chapel is now made commodious by the ftaircafe 

being removed. The felons night-rooms have double doors; if one of them was an 

iron lattice door (as in the new gaol at Horfham) and was locked up in the day-time, 

the rooms would frcihen and be better ventilated. There are two dungeons (124- feet 

fquare) down eleven fteps for the condemned. 

j Felons 
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Felons are allowed yearly ten chaldron of coals : they have barrack-beds % and hop- Maidstone 
bagging with ftraw 5 but no coverlets. This county has for years pad been fo confidcrate r™££* 
as to pay the fees of poor prifoners acquitted : and to tranfports caft at affizes, who are 
entitled to the king's allowance of is. 6 d. a week, they continue the allowance which 
they had before trial. They alfo pay the gaoler's fees for thofe convifts. The felons 
formerly faid they wilhed for more bread ; and would, if that were increafed, be content 
with lefs beer. The baker who ferves the felons fells thirteen loaves to the dozen and 
debtors have amongft them every thirteenth loaf, and are tiblto allowed yearly three 
chaldron of coals. 

There is an alarm-bell ; and a fail-ventilator. 

The infirmary is improperly fituated. No bath. On examining two fick prifoners 
in 1779, I found they had no irons; and the furgeon faid the gaoler was always ready 
to take them off when he requcfted it. 

The claufes of the aft againft fpirituous liquors are hungup. Act for preferving 
the health of prifoners not hung up. 

Without great attention to cleanlinefs and the feparation of the fick, here will be 
great danger of the gaol-fever, from the offenfivenefs of the wards and even the .court 
of the men-felons. 



TABLE OF FEES. 



Kent, to -wit. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler — at MaidJJone — fettled — at the General 
Quarter Seflions — holden — on Thurfday the 12th day of July in the 24th year of — George II. — and in the 
year — 1750 purfuant to the direction of the Statute in that behalf provided. 





& 


S. 


D. 


For the difcharge from the faid gaol of every prifoner committed for treafon, felony or any 








offence againft his majefty's peace to the gaoler or keeper 


0 




4 


To the turnkey on commitment of every fuch prifoner - - 


0 


1 


0 


To him more on the difcharge of every fuch prifoner - 


0 


1 


0 


On the commitment or coming into gaol of. every prifoner in a civil aftion, to the faid gaoler 








or keeper - - 


0 


3 


0 


On the difcharge of every fuch prifoner to the faid gaoler or keeper 


to 


7 


10 


And to the turnkey 


0 


1 


6 


For the ufe of bed bedding and meets for each of the faid iaft-mentioned prifoner on the 








mafter's-fide of the faid prifon for the firft night to the faid gaoler or keeper 


0 


0 


6 


And for every night after the firft - - 


0 


0 


3 


And if two fuch prifoners lye together in one bed then each - 


0 


0 


2 


For every fuch prifoner as mall chufe to be on the malterVfide for the ufe of the bed, bedding 








and meets the firft night - - - 


0 


0 


6 



* Barrack-beds or bedlleads are low ftages of boards, raifed from the ftoor, and doping from the wall 
towards the middle of the room ; as in the barracks for foldiers. 

f Thofe figures 0710 were written upon a rafure. 

M m For 
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£. s. I>. 

Maidstone For every mght after the firft - - o a J 

County But if two ftich prifoners lye together then two-pence each - - o o 4 

Gaol. If any fuch prifoner through poverty can only provide a couch, then to the faid gaoler or 

keeper for cjiamber-rent per week • - - • o a * 

July 12th 1750 Seen and allowed by u* 

IV m . Turner P. Boteter Ed. Auflcn 

HtrV. Palmer Ja s . Calder W m . Champnefs* 

* A True Copy." 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

MAIDSTONE. This prifon was built in 1776. Two rooms and a final! day- 
room, an infirmary and court for each fex. The courts are paved with flag-ftones 
as the debtors court fliould be in the county gaol, for frequent wafhing frelhens 
prifons*. Keeper's falary, £20, now £30. The prifoners were not in it in 1776 ; 
but in 1779 I found it inhabited, dirty and ofFenfive. The prifoners were at work* 
but they have no part of what they earn. The county allowance is three pence 
every day, Sundays excepted, and now five chaldron of coals a year. Fees 3 s. 6d. 
No table ; but printed rules, orders and regulations eftablifhed under the a£ts of 
7th Jam. L 17th Geo. II. and lid Geo. III. were hung up in the wards. In 1779 
I law two prifoners with the fmall-pox, lying on loofe ftraw, and their only covering 
was common mats. 

1776, Feb. 19, Prifoners 2. 

1779, A P ril l6 > * - *3- 

1782, Dec. 4, - - 15. Deferter r. 

CANTERBURY. Men and women feparate. The latter have the back court 
in which is their ward. The men have a hall or kitchen to the ftreet, and three 
wards or night-rooms 15 feet by 13, which open into a paffage near 4 feet wide. 
No court. Out of the keeper's garden or yard might be taken a court for the 
men. There is no water within reach of the men ; yet I found the prifon clean, 
and regularly white-wafhed. An alarm-bell is lately put up. County allowance, 
two pennyworth of bread a day (weight Dec. 5, 1782, 1802;.). No employment. 
In 1776, the juftices abolilhed the fees 13 h 4^. and raifed the falary from £25 

* See page 166. 

to 
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to £40. Licence for beer. Surgeon, Mr. Le grand. This prifon is unhealthy Bride- 
from the offenfivenefs of the fewers and the prifoners lying in their clothes, as they WBLLg - 
have no bedding but mats. 

1774, April 13, Prifoners 8. !779> April 16, Prifoners 4. 
1776, Feb. 17, - - 13. 1782, Dec. 5, - -11. 
May 25, 6. 

DARTFORD. This county bridewell, built in 1720, conGfts of two rooms: one 
for men io\ feet by 17 feet 10 inches : one for women, 14 feet fquare: both 10 feet 
high. No chimneys : ofFenfive fewers ; and the rooms dirty : no water : no ftraw : 
mats, but quite worn out. No court ; though the keeper has a garden. His 
falary, £20: fees, 3J. 6 d. no table. Allowance to thofe committed on fufpicion 
of felony, two pence halfpenny a day. 

The keeper told me, they had about two years ago, a bad fever ; which him- 
felf and family, and every frefli prifoner caught. Three died of it. — The 
prifoners were well, and at work, upon a manufa&ure of flax-drefling and weaving 
facks. 

The above was the account of this prifon in 1776; but in 1779, there were 
two courts taken from the keeper's garden, one for each fex, with pumps and 
fewers, and a room in the men's court for the fick: but the women had no mats or 
any kind of bedding. 

Here are three dungeons (12 feet by 5), damp, and not fecure. The floors 
ihould be boarded. At my laft vifit I found one prifoner, who had been committed 
for three months from July 18 th, ftill in confinement for the court fees, 9 s. 4^. 
and the keeper's fees, 3J. 6 d. — Committed in 1780, one hundred and feven 
prifoners j — in 178 1, ninety-two s— and in 1782, one hundred and three, 

1776, April 24, Prifoners 6. 

i779> *5> " * 5- 

1782, Dec. 3, - - 5. 



CANTERBURY CITY GAOL, 

Over the Weft-gate. One large day-room for men and women lately divided into 
two: and in each of the two towers, a night-room (n^ feet diameter): no fewer: 
no court} and prifoners are not permitted to walk on the leads. Allowance, two 
pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper's falary, £5. Fees, debtors 6 s. id. felons 
13 s. no table. He keeps a public houfe adjoining, in which is a room or two 

M m a for 
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for matter 's-fide debtors. No regard is paid to the claufe enjoining that " once in 
the year at leaft " the gaols ihall be white-wafhed. 

Debtors. Felons &c Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, April 13, 3, 6. 1779, April 16, 2 3 2. 

1776, Feb. 17, 3, 2. 1782, Dec. 5, i, 2. 

CAN TERBURY City Bridewell. A room in the front court of the work-houfe*# 

1782, Dec. 5, No prifoners. 

ROCHESTER CITY GAOL, 

Under the court-room. One day-room to the ftreet, and two inner or night-rooms ; 
all clofe and offenfive. In the keeper's houfe is a room for fuch debtors as can pay 
for a bed ; and another in which women-felons were kept when the afTizes were held 
here. No court: no water acceflible to prifoners. Allowance, two pence a day. 
Keeper a fergeant: no falary: fees 3 . 6 s. no table. At my vifit in 1779, I found two 
debtors who had been, locked up fome weeks in the clofe offenfive room next the 
ftreet. — The court-room was built, as appears by the date, in 1687, and it is probable, 
there has been no alteration in the prifon fince that time. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, April 14, 1, o. r779> April 15, 2, o. 

1776, May 25, o. o. ^782, Dec. 3, o, o. 

ROCHESTER City Bridewell. Two rooms down eight ft eps with barrack- 
bedheads and ftraw. Fees, is. Keeper's falary^ 2, paid out of Mr. Watts 's charity 

1782, Dec, 3, and 1783, June 24, No prifoners. 

DOVER CASTLE, 
For Debtors in the Cinque-Ports, u e. Hajtings, Dover, Hyth, Romney y and Sandwich. 

The Earl of Holdernefs was conftable ; now Frederick Lord North is conftable, and 
Philip Lemariy bodar. Two rooms: one zo\ feet by 12^, the other 13 feet by n, 

* This work-houfe is finely fituated, a river running between the two courts; but being an old 
building, the rooms clofe, and the ceilings low, it cannot be convenient and falutary for the numerous 
inhabitants. 

t This bridewell is in a houfe appointed for the reception of fix: poor travellers. The defign of 
this charity may be feen from the following infeription placed over the door. " Richard Watts, Efq; 
u by his will dated zzi of Auguft, 1579, founded this chanty, for fix poor travellers, who, not 
•« being rogues or pro&ors, may receive gratis, for one night, lodging, entertainment, and four pence 

$ach." 

Offenfive 
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Offenfive fewcrs: no court j one might be made from the keeper's garden: no water. Dover. 
Fees, £i : 10 : o. Keeper is bailiff for the Cinque-Ports : falary, £30. At a former 
vifit the prifon was dirty : the keeper's apology for it was, that <c he had been abfenc 
fome weeks on his bufinefs as an officer." Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung 
up. 

1776, Feb. 17, Prifoners 4. 
1779, April 17, - - 3. 
1782, Dec. 6, - 2. 

DOVER Town Gaol. One room of it is the bridewell. The gaol is two rooms 
on the ground-floor ( 1 2 feet by 9^), and for debtors two above. No fire-places. All 
clofe and offenfive j but at my laft vifits it was much cleaner, and quieter; and no 
company were drinking there, as the prefent keeper has no licence. The court not 
fecure. Allowance, four pence a day. Keeper's falary, £10 and a chaldron of coals: 
fees, 8 s. 2d. no table. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1775. J% *5> r, 2. 1779, A P ril l 1> 1* 1. 

1776, Feb. 17, 3, 4. 1782, Dec. 6, 1, 3, 
May 25, 2 y 3. 

ROMNEY Gaol- This prifon at New Romney was built in 1750. Two rooms ; 
one on the ground-floor; the other level with the keeper's cellar. Behind is the 
bridewell, 2l large room with a fire-place. Allowance to felons 6 d. a day. Keeper, no 
falary. Fees, 3 s. 4 d. no table. 

1782, Dec. 6, One felon. 

SANDWICH Gaol and Bridewell. A room in front: and a back room 
called the dungeon: above ftairs two rooms. In the court two new rooms without fire- 
places. The infeription over them : ff This houfe of correction was built in the year 
" 1776 in the mayoralty of Jofefh Stewart, Efq. at the joint expence of the pariihes in 
" Sandwich, the parilh of W aimer, and the vills of Ramfgate and Sam" No court: 
no water: no fewer. Keeper, no falary. Fees, 13 s. 4^. 

1782, Dec. 5, No prifoners. 

DEAL Gaol. A room under the court only 8| feet by 6|> with a barrack- 
bedftead. Keeper, town-fcrgeant, lives diftant. I did not wonder that a felon had. 
made his efcape the night before my vifit. 

1782, Dec. 5, No prifoners. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at HORSHAM. 



Horsham. GAOLER, Charles Cooper, now Samuel Smart. 

Salary, jCiso of late ; in lieu of all fees : now £i oo. (See Remarks.} 
Fees, Debtors,} „ 

Felons, j^ 1 : 4 : I0 - 
Transports, - 2:2:0 each. 
Licence, Wine* 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pennyworth of bread a day : now a 2 lb. loaf. 
Garnifli, ,£0:6:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons fcc Debtors. Felons &c# 

1773, Dec. 17, 11, 7. 1779, March 9, 12, 6. 

1774, Sept. 29, 5, 13 * x 782, Nov. 8, 16, 7. 
1776, Feb. 22, 13, 8. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Jamejon. 

Duty, Sermon once a week ; prayers every day. 
Salary, /50. (See Remarks.) 

SURGEON, now Mr. Dubbins. 

Salary, ^5:5:0 for felons. 

Remarks. THE rooms in the old gaol were too fmall, except the free-ward for debtors. 

No draw: no court; and yet ground enough for one behind the gaol. Tranfports 
convi&ed at quarter feflions, had as thofe condemned at aflize, the king's allowance of 
2 j. 6d. a week. Lent aflize at Eaft-Grinftead ; where the prifoners are confined in a 
garret a{ the George alehoufe ; formerly they were fhut up in a butcher's cellar. Sum- 
mer aflize, at Lewes and Horlham alternately. 

The new gaol that was building in 1776, I found finirtied in 1779. The duke of 
Richmond^ in concurrence with the other gentlemen of the county, interefted himfelf 
much in this affair. The fituation is judicioufly chofen; and the plan is fuch as 
appears to me particularly well fuited for the purpofe. It does credit to thofc who fu- 
perintended the work, being every way fubftantial and ftrong. Each felon has a feparate 
room 10 feet by 7, and 9 feet high to the crown of the arch. They are all arched with 
brick, to prevent danger and confufion in cafe of fire. To each room are two doors, 
one of them iron-latticed, 

* See page 21. 

3 This 
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This gaol has two floors over arcades ; the afcent to each is by a ftone ftaircafe with Horsham 
iron rails. On each floor, both on the debtors and felons fide, there are ten rooms Countv 
(five on each fide a paflage 5 feet wide), befides a day-room (28 feet by 1 2 feet 3 inches) 
and a lodging-room for a turnkey. Each floor has an iron-lattice door ; and every 
room has a fhutter for the window, a bedftead, a canvafs ftraw bed, and two blankets : 
and the county is fo confiderate as to allow a bufhel of coals to the debtors, and the fame 
quantity to the felons, every day during the fix winter months. 

Here are two fpacious courts with water in each; and a wall enclofes the whole 
prifon. — Near the gate is a poor's box, for obtaining prifoners groats. 

The felons on their entrance are wafhed with warm water, and each man is clothed in 
a green ftriped uniform of coat, waiftcoat and breeches, and has two fhirts, two pair of 
Itockings, a pair of flioes, a hat and woollen cap. 

The county has very prudently fettled the number of turnkeys (viz. three) : to each 
they pay half a guinea a week, and one of them goes twice a day to purchafe provifions 
and liquors for debtors; and it is properly fixed that they lhall not exceed one pint of 
wine, or one quart of ftrong beer a day each. Felons have only water for their drink. 
The juftices have fent in fcales and weights, which is a check on the baker. Several 
loaves I faw weighed were full 2 lb. 

The claufes agairrft fpirituous liquors are hung up, and the gaol is kept very clean. 
The aft for preferring the healdi of prifoners is not hung up. I would juft obferve, 
that the gaoler fliould have a window in his kitchen towards the debtors court, and in 
his parlour towards that of the felons. — I do not omit the old table of fees, though this 
county has fet a noble example of abolilhing all fees, and alfo the tap: in confequence 
of this I found the gaol as quiet as a private houfe. 

Formerly there was no chaplain, but a clergyman had/5 a year for attending con- 
demned criminals. 

TABLE OF FEES. 
SuJ/ix. A List of Fees taken by the Gaoler of the faid County. 







s. 




Upon the difcharge of every debtor 


I 


2 


4 


The (herifFs fee thereupon • 


O 


I I 


8 


Turnkey thereupon - 


O 


2 


6 


For every peck of charcoal • 


O 


O 


3 


For every fagot • 


O 


O 




For every quart of fmall beer • 


. - O 


O 


x 

z 


For lodgings in the gaoler's beds by the week - ~- 


O 


2 


O 


Upon the difcharge of every felon, to the gaoler 


1 


2 


4 



Allowed and fettled at the General Quarter Seffions held at Petworth the 3d Day of O&ober 1737 
By us 

John Butler R. Mill J> Jnvka IF"' Greiwhke 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

"Bride- .HORSHAM. The bridewell which was in this town is now difcontinued. 

, WELLS. 

LEWES. Here men and women have fimilar but feparate apartments; a kitchen, 
five bed-rooms 10 feet fquare, a work-fhop, court, &c. Keeper's falary, £30. 
Fees, 6 s. 8 d. no table. The produce of the prifoners work for three years 
preceding 1776, was not twenty (hillings a year 3 although there were in the 
refpedlive years committed prifoners 45 — 85 — 65. At my hit vifits I found no 
prifoners at work ; but as there were chalk, mallets, fieves, &c. in the men's 
work-room, it feems that they are fometimes employed in making whiting. When 
they work, the keeper has all the profits. The county allowance is \\d. in 
bread (weight in Dec. 1782, 13 ox.). The keeper has no view from his houfe 
into the rooms or courts of the prifon. Surgeon, Mr. Turner. He makes a bill : 
for the fick he orders better nourifhment. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. 

1776, Feb. 21, Prifoners 5. 
1779, April 19, - - 8. 
1782, Dec. 7, - 7. 

PETWORTH. This bridewell has two rooms: one 17 feet by 10, the other 
18 by 9, 6 feet high: too fmall for the general number of prifoners. No chimr 
ney : no glafs or fliutters to the windows : no court : no water : no employ- 
ment. Allowance now, a two-pound loaf every day, to be weighed by the keeper 
with fcales and weights ordered to the houfe by the juftices ; and which Jbould 
be kept for that purpoje only. Keeper's falary lately augmented from ^12 to ^20. 
Fees, 6 j. id. no table. But now the keeper's falary is augmented to £30 in lieu 
of ail fees. 

The keeper told me (in September 1774) that <c all his prifoners upon difcharge, 
-were much weakened by the clofe confinement, and fmall allowance." 

Thomas Draper and William Godfrey were committed the 6th of January 1776; 
the former died the nth, the other the 26th of the fame month. William Cox, 
committed the 13th of January, died the 23d. None of them had the gaol-fever, 
I do not affirm that thefe men were famiftied to death: it was extreme cold 
weather. However, fince that time, the allowance of bread is doubled. For this 
the prifoners are indebted to the kind attention of the duke of Richmond. — This 
prifon (rented by the county) has caufed the death of many poor creatures : but I 
have now the pleafure to hear that it will foon be difcontinued, a new one being 
under the -confideration of the juftices. 

i?74> 
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1774, Sept. 28, Prifoners 4. 
1776, Feb. 23, - - 8. 

BATTEL. Two rooms 14 feet by 12^.; in one of which is a chimney : in the 
other, the flocks* Court not fecure. No water but in the keeper's garden. 
Allowance, feven farthings a day ; the fame, the old keeper faid, in the thirty 
years of his time, and in the many years of his father's time. Salary, £10. 
Fees, 3 s. 4 d. 

1779, April 18, Prifoners o. 
1782, Dec. 7, - - o. 

CHI CHESTER CITY GAOL and BRIDEWELL, 

Over the Eaft gate. Has five rooms, one of which is called the dungeon, and another 
the bridewell. A court, now with a pump. Allowance to felons &x. two pence a 
day. Gaoler, a fergeant at mace: falary, ^5, now £15: fees, debtors, 6 s. 8 d. 
no table. 

Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Sept. 28, i, o. 1779, March 8, o, o. 

1776, Feb. 25, 2, 1. 1782, Nov. 7, o, o. 

RYE Town Gaol. An old tower called 7 r pres-fort. One of the three lower 
rooms is about 17 feet diameter, with a fire-place; the other two about 6 feet: 
above flairs are three rooms of the fame dimenfions. Allowance to prifoners, three 
halfpence a day. Fees, 35. 4d. no table. Salary, none. Keeper, a fergeant at 
mace. 

1779, April 18, Prifoners o. 
1782, Dec. 6, - - o. 

EAST-GRINSTEAD Prison-. Under the court, a room 6 feet 8 inches 
fquare, and 5 feet 8 inches high. The conftable is keeper. 

1782, Dec. 8, No prifoners. 

* See page 270. 
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1779, March 8, Prifoners 2. 
1782^ Nov. 7, - - o. 
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COUNTY GAOL in SOUTHWARK. 

South- GAOLER, Benjamin Hall. 

W .ARK* . 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 12:4. 

Felons, o : 15 : 4. 
Tranfports, (See Remarks.) 

Licence, Beer and Wine. The Tap Jet. 

PRISONERS, . 

Allowance, Debtors,*) three halfpennyworth of bread a day (weight 17 oz. Dec. 

Felons, y 1 776, and Aug. 1779. — 13 oz. Dec. 1782. — 134. 0%. Sep. 
1783). Legacies {See Remarks.) 
Garnifti, Debtors, £0:4:6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Nlltllber, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 9, 30, 60. 1782, Jan. 2, 32, 39. 

1776, March 4, 19, 59. Dec. 15, 23, 42. 

Dec. 25, 18, 15. 1783, Sep. r 4> 26, 53. 

J 779> Au g- 9> 2 3> f 4- oft - 2 9> 2 7> 55- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dyer. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £50. 

SURGEONS, Meffrs. Burt and Co. now Staple/on and Waljhman. 

Salary, £20, for this gaol, and the bridewell in St. George's Fields ; and 
£5 for travelling charges to report at the quarter feflions, the 
ftate of the prifoners. 

Remarks. THE New Gaol, befides the gaoler's houfe, and the tap-room, has — for mafter's- 
fide debtors, a parlour, and four other fizeable rooms ; and for common-fide debtors, 
three good rooms. Mr. Hull prevents their being crowded with the wives and 
children of the debtors. For thefe prifoners, there is a court; into which felons are 
not admitted ; except a few, whom the gaoler has reafons for indulging with that 
diftiniflion. 

The ward for men-felons has fix rooms on three floors ; in thefe they lleep. There 
is a court belonging to it.— -The ward for women-felons has two lower rooms, two 
above ; and a court. — The felons courts {hould be paved with flat ftones, not only 
for the convenience of wafhing, but for fafety, as pebbles are dangerous. In the 
men's court there (hould be a pump and a convenient bath, for at feveral of my vifits 
the themes water was off. 

7 In 
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In the two upper rooms of the women's ward, are put malefactors of either fex con- South 
demned to die, and fometimes pirates. I have here noted eighteen rooms : yet they count- 
are not fufficient for the number of prifoners. Mr, Hall is fometimes obliged to put Gaol. 
men-felons into fome rooms of the women's ward. In fo clofe a prifon fituated in a 
populous neighbourhood, I did not wonder frequently to find feveral felons fick on the 
floors. No bedding nor ftraw. The a£t for preferring the health of prifoners and the 
claufes again ft fpirituous liquors are hung up. 

A chapel and two clofe rooms for the fick, lately built on the vacant ground where* 
formerly was the houfe of correction ; after the riots in 1780, were ufed for a bride- 
well till that in St. George's Fields was rebuilt. At my laft vifit the chapel was fitted 
up, and the two fmall rooms for an infirmary: thefe are on the ground-floor, only one 
window in each. Many were fick on the dirty floors ; one of the turnkeys had lately 
died of a fever : of the fifty-five felons &c. in Oftober 1783 fixteen were fines, and I 
have the names and the fentences of tzventy-five convicts, who are left languifhing in this 
fickly gaol * . 

Tranfports have not the king's allowance of is. 6d. a week. For thefe a merchant 
formerly contracted with the county to take them at the gaol; the gaoler fent them to 
the fliip, attended by his fervants; and received from the merchant 105. 6d. for each 
■prifoner fo conducted. 

Lent affize is at Kingfton : fummer aflize at Guildford and Croydon f alternately. 

There is hung up in the gaol a printed lift of fixteen legacies and donations. The dates 
of the firft fix are 1555, 1571, l 57&> 1597? 1598- Three are in the next cen- 

tury, viz. 1609, 1638, 1656. The other feven are not dated : and one of them noted 
on the lift, has not been received fince 1726. There are alfo other articles which feem 
to need infpection. Two of the charities are for debtors exprefsly: the others are not 
fo diftinguiihed; but debtors have them all. In the title of the paper it is faid, " The 
gaol was formerly called the White Lion Prifon." The common feal of the prifon is a 
lion rampant. One of the legacies was bequeathed by Eleanor Gzvynn^ from which are 
fent to this prifon once in eight weeks, fixty-five penny loaves. Common- fide debtors 
have this as well as the preceding gifts. 

Here I would juft mention, that all the rags left by the felons after every aflize, ought 
to be immediately burned, or rather buried; as they only ferve to harbour vermin, dirt, 
and infe&ion. 



* The occafion of my vifit at this time, to this and two or three other prifon?, was, that I had feen on 
board the hulks a few days before, feveral fickly objects, who told me they had lately come from this and 
other gaols ; which, by the looks of thofe convicts, I was perfuaded mult be in a bad Hate. I was forry to 
find them confirm my fufpicions, that our gaols are verging to their old ftate. Without much addi- 
tional and unremitting care, the benefits produced of late years by attention to this objeft, will prove merely 
temporary* 

-\ During the aifize at Croydon the prifoners are confined in two liable* at the Three Tuns. 

N n 2 Surrey 
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South- Sttfrit* to*wit, A Table of Fees to b-e taken by the Gaoler — of the common Gaol or Prifon in South* 

war k war* — for any Prifoner committed — Chamber-Rent there or Difcharge — purfuant to the Statute — made — 1 2th 

County — 0 f t h e re ig n of our Sovereign Lord George III. &c. and in the year of our Lord 1772. 
Gaol. 

For the difcharge from the faid gaol of every prifoner committed for treafon, or felony, or any £. S. D. 

offence againft his majelty's peace, to the gaoler or keei cr - - - o 13 4 

To the turnkey on every commitment of fuch prifoner - - - -010 

To the turnkey on the difcharge of every fuch prifoner - - - -010 

On the commitment or coming into gaol of every prifoner in a civil aftion, to the faid gaoler 

or keeper - - - - - - -030 

On the difcharge of every fuch prifoner, to the faid gaoler or keeper - - -0610 

And to the turnkey - - - - - . - 016 

For the ufe of bed bedding and meets for each of the faid mentioned prifoners on the mafter- 

fide of the faid prifon, for the firft night, to the faid gaoler or keeper - -006 

And for every night after the firft - - - - - - O o 2 

But if two fuch prifoners lye together in one bed> then one penny halfpenny each - 003 

To the clerk of the papers on every difcharge of any prifoner in a civil action - o 1 o 

For every fuch prifoner as (hall chufe to be on die mafter-fide for the ufe of bed and bedding 

and fheete the firft night - - - - - - O o 6 

For every night after the firft - - - - - - 003 

But if two fuch prifoners lye together in one bed, then two pence each - -004 

If any fuch prifoner through poverty can only provide a couch, then to the faid gaoler or 

keeper for chamber rent per week « - - - - o o * 

Seen and allowed by us A'. Onjkw W™ Jotiff* Hayrrwnd N. Hcrdidge. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

Bride- St. GEORGE's FIELDS. Built 1772. Separate wards and courts for men 
and women. In the men's ward, two rooms, and a work-ihop (about 20 feet 
fquare) below; and three rooms above: in one of thefe were beds at 2s. 6d. a 
week. The women's ward had below, one room, and a work (hop (about 20 feet 
fquare) and three rooms above: in one of them beds at 2s. 6d. a week. There 
was a feparate room for faulty apprentices. All the rooms were planked. 
Willow flnitters, and iron bars: no glafs. There was no infirmary. In March 
1776, 1 faw feveral fick on the floors: the county allows no bedding nor ft raw. 
In April, only one fick, on a bed which he paid for. In December, a woman fick 
on the floor. The rooms were dirty : in two or three of them were fowls. 
Prifoners allowance, three halfpence a day in bread (weight Dec. ^776, and Aug. 
3779, 17^.). No firing. The fines or convi&s were with the other prifoners, 
and had the fame allowance. They all were entirely without employment. 
Keeper a (hcrifTs officer: falary, £25: licence for beer and wine. The claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors, and the aft for prefcrving the health of prifoners, were 
both hung up. 



WJtLLS 



3776, March 14, Prifoners 25. 1776, Dec. 25, Prifoners 29. 
A P ril 3°> - - 24. 1779, Aug. 9, - - 44, 
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Of the twenty-nine prifoners in Dec. 1776, were, four women fentenced for ten years, 
one woman for three years, three men for three years, four men for two years, three 
men for one year. 

In the men's court there was a board, on which was painted as follows : 
Fees to be taken by the Keeper of this Prifon. 

Of every prifoner for ward dues - 
On the difcharge of every prifoner committed - 
Prifoners brought in by a juftice's warrant and difcharged - 

No garnifti to be taken from one prifoner to another by order of the keeper. 

N. B. *Tbis prohibition ivas d //regarded. 

This prifon was burnt by the rioters in 1780, and (as appears by the infcription in 
front) rebuilt in 178 1. It is nearly on the fame plan. In the men's court there are 
now added four rooms, planked round (9 feet 8 inches by 54 feet, and 7 feet 4 inches 
high}, very proper for the feparation of the drunken and riotous. In each of the work- 
rooms (fo called) there is a chimney. There are now two rooms for faulty appren- 
tices. No bath. — Bread allowance, weighty Dec. 1782, 1302. Aug. 1783, 1402;. and 
Oft. 29th 144-02. Keeper now no licence. At my late vifits the prifon was very dirty, 
and the prifoners ftill without employment *. At night they are crowded into one 
or two rooms, as all the upper rooms are kept for the few that can pay for beds. — 
I releafed a young man for his fees (4 s. id*)* The claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, adl for preferving the health of prifoners, and the table of fees not hung 
up.. 

1782, Dec, 1 6, Prifoners 17. 
*7 8 3> Aug.22, - - 32. 
Oft. 29, - - 37« 



£. s. d: 
002 
042 
026 



KINGSTON upon Thames. This bridewell, built in 1775, has a houfe for the 
keeper 5 and feparate wards for men and women ; with feparatc courts, work- 
fhops, pumps, &c. Each ward has two lower rooms, three fteps above the 
ground ; and two chambers. The men's rooms are near 17 feet by 14, and full 
9 feet high: the women's, about 15 feet fquare. Every room planked round : 
a chimney in each; and two windows, with fhutters and iron bars, no glaii. 

* If the great quantities of old cables and ropes piled up at the Tower were delivered out to the feveral 
keepers of bridewells in and about London to be wrought for ufe, and prompt payment made for the work, 
this would prevent the excufes of keepers for not employing their prifoners. — See a fmiilar mode in 
Holland, where the Admiralty and India Company find the old cordsj and take the oakum when fit for 
life ; a note in fc.ge 6 1 . 

Tho. 
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The men's court 59 feet by 50: the women's, 46 by 36. There is alfo a room quite 
feparate for faulty apprentices; about 8 feet by 1 1, and full 8 feet high i it has a fire- 
place. 

It is pity that to a prifon in fome refpefts fo commodious, the gentlemen did not add 
an infirmary and a bath- Ufing any of the rooms for the purpofe of the fick, will not 
prevent the communication of fmall-pox, &c. Surgeon's falary, £10 : 10 : o, of 
which jCs : 5 : o is for travelling charges to report at the quarter feffions the ftate of 
the prifoners* 

County allowance, a three halfpenny loaf a day (zveight in 1779, 1 joz. and a quarter ; 
in 1782, 1202;. in 17S3, 1402.). No bedding. In 1776, they were at work, beat- 
ing hemp. The keeper has the profit of it, and a falary of £25. In 1779, the a<5t for 
preferving the health of prifoners was hung up, though but little attention is 
paid to it. On the bottom of the board was alio painted, " N. B. The fees for 
each perfon are 35. — Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. The 
prifon was dirty, and the prifoners unemployed ; the keeper informing me 
that they were not committed for hard labour, though fome were imprifoned for a 
year. 

One of the prifoners who was committed for baftardy, not finding fureties, had been 
fent back hither, from the preceding quarter feffions at Ryegate ; where there is 
no prifon. I had heard of the hardfhips fuffered by prifoners when conveyed for 
trial to fuch towns; and inquired of this man, what was his lituation at Ryegate? 
He faid that " he and fifteen others were confined there two or three days in a 
very fmall room; and almoft fuffocated." The keeper who was prefent confirmed 
the faft. 

In 1782, I found the prifon very dirty, and the prifoners Hill without employ- 
ment. As the county allows no firing, bedding or bedfteads, many were lying fick on 
the floors. One woman was in a bed on the menVfide and two women in the room 
for faulty apprentices, but they pay for this privilege. — As I had been the preceding 
morning at Horfham gaol, where proper humanity is Ihewn even to felons, I was 
the more (truck at feeing the wretched condition of thefe prifoners. There is a door 
from the men's court into that of the women's, and one of the men keeps the key, 
and can let any of the prifoners into the women's apartments. At my laft vifit, no 
alteration. 

Quarter feffions are held Lady-Day at Ryegate, Midfummer at Guildford, Michael- 
mas at Kingfton, Chiiftmas at St. Margaret's Hill. 

1776, April 26, Prifoners 4. 178 i, Nov. 9, Prifoners 17. Delerter 1. 
1779, March ii, - - 6. 1783, Oft. 21, - - 12. 
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GUILDFORD BRIDEWELL, in 1776, had four rooms, befides the infirmary 
(lately a liable) and the condemned room. Yet when the aflize is held here, and 
prifoners are brought from Southwark, it is much crowded. But in 1779, three 
new rooms up ftairs had been lately added, and fewers below. A court, for the 
ufe of which every prifoner pays entrance-money one (billing. Here is but one 
day-room for men and women (io feet 2 inches by 7 feet) which is the only room 
that has a chimney. Two rooms have in the roof an iron-grate lattice, about 5 feet 
by 4, and an open turret above; very ufeful for frefhening thofe rooms. Allow- 
ance, a threepenny loaf every other day (weight, Feb. 1776, 2 lb. Nov. 1782, 
lib. 1102.). No bedding nor ftraw. None were at work. Keeper's falary, £25 : 
fees, 35. 4 d. no table. The claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and the a6t for 
preferving the health of prifoners, are both hung up. 

1773, Dec. 17, Prifoners 6. *779> March 9, Prifoners 3. 

1776, Feb. 24, - - 6. 1782, Nov. 8, • - 3. Deferter 1. 

KINGSTON TOWN GAOL. 

Two lower rooms, and 4 chambers ; the ceilings low. A court, not fecure. The 
rooms at the Lent aflize are crowded with prifoners. Gaoler keeps a public houfe. 
No falary. Fees, 2 s. (fee table). Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

1776, April 26, Prifoners o. 1782, Nov. 9, Debtors 4. 

1779, March 11, Debtors 3. l 7$2> Oft. 21, No prifoners. 

In the Town-hall there is u a table of fuch ordinary fees as are due to the bailiffs 
u town clerk and other officers and minifters of the faid town.'' It is dated the 10th 
" of December 1603; and confirmed by Charles Lord Howard, &c. high fteward of 
<c the faid town, Sir Edward Coke attorney general and learned fteward of the court of 
c < the faid town : the two bailiffs, the recorder with the afTent of the freemen." There 
are the feveral fees of the bailiffs — town clerks — attorneys — fergeants — gaolers — cryers 
— chamber fees, and at laft orders to be obferved. 

£. S. D. 

For every one arretted wanting fureties and fent to gaol - - - -020 

For every one fent to ward upon commandement or arretted for a trifle or being very poor 

not above - - - - - -„ - 008 

For the fee of the irons of every one committed for felony or fufpicion of felony or for any 

other heinous crime - - - - - -020 

I am tempted to transcribe many more articles of this curious ancient table : I 
cannot omit the two or three following. 

For arrefting any freeman of this town inhabitant within the watch - - -006 

For the attorney's fee upon evidence delivering to a jury, when there is no other counfell '026 
Every counsellor's fee in this court ... . . „ - 068 

BUCKING- 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 
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COUNTY GAOL at AYLESBURY, 



^> r Es- GAOLER, Thomas Smith. 



li UKV, 



Salary, jTyo. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, jTo : 15 : 10. 

Felons, o : 18 : 4. 
Tranfports, is. a mile each. (See Remarks-) 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance. p^ t ^ rs '^ each a pound of bread a day. (See Remarks.) 

Garnifli, Debtors, £0:8:0. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number, Debtor*. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 27, 6, 17. 1776, Nov. 2, 7, 13. 

^774, 12, 4, 8. 1779, Feb. 25, 6, 12. 

1776, Jan. 3, 10, 10. 1782, April 29, 20, 6. Deferters 2. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hopkins. 

Duty, Sunday. 

Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ludgate, now Mr. Hayzvard. 

Salary, £20, for debtors, felons, and the bridewell. 

Remarks. ONE court, 29 feet by 26^; now a pump, and water laid in to the yard. A hall 
ior debtors \ and fundry rooms for the mafter's-fide. Only one day-room for men and 
women felons: in this room is an oven for purifying the clothes. The women's two 
night-rooms are fmall ; one under the ftairs, 6 feet 8 inches by 4 feet 10; the other 
8 feet by 5-^ and 6 feet high : no windows. — Two condemned rooms. In the 
interval of my firft and fecond vifir, fix or feven died of the gaol-diftemper. At my 
vifits in 1776, after the appointing Mr. Ludgate, all the prifoners were well. In 
1779, two men fentenced for three years had continued here two years and a half; 
one of them was much emaciated by confinement without work At my laft vifit 
five were fines, one for feven years, another for three. No infirmary. Divine fervice 
is performed in the (hire-hall which joins to the prifon. A table of fees is now 



* The furgeon and gaoler both informed me, that three men brought from Hertford gaol the Lent affize 
1778, had their toes mortified ; which being fimilar to what I once faw in that gaol, I could the more 
.eafily credit it. 

painted 
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painted on a board, and hung up in the debtors hall, but not confirmed by a judge. 
The ad for preferring the health of prifoners not hung up. Mr. Smith contracted 
to fupply the poor debtors and felons with two hot dinners a week; and to convey 
tranfports to London ; for £70 a year. At fummer aflize, prifoners are moved from 
hence to Buckingham. 

A lady at Wefton left an annuity of i$s. 4^ which is paid by the church-wardens 
of Aylelbury, and diftributed among debtors and felons. 



Ayles- 
bury 

County 
Gaol. 



A List of Fees allowed to be taken by the Keeper of his Majclty's Gaol at AyUJbnry in and for the County 
of Bucks, examined, fettled — by the Hon. Sir William Stanhope, Knight of the Bath, Richard Lowndes 
and John Rivett Efqrs. three of his Majefty's Juflices of the Peace for the faid County of Bucks — at 
their General Quarter Seflion of the Peace holden at Aylefiury — on the 21ft Day of April, in the 21H 
Year of the Reign of — George the Second— and in the Year of our Lord 1748. 

From Debtors on their difcharge for the firft warrant on mefne procefs, execution or otherwife 

the fum of - 
For every warrant he is charged with afterwards the fum of 
To the (heriff for his liberty the fum of 

To the turnkey ------- 

From Felons at the aflizes the fum of , 
To the turnkey - - - - 

At the quarter feflion or otherwife the fum of - 

To the turnkey ------ 

Chamber rent if the debtor is furnifhed with bedding per week the fum of - 
If he finds his own bedding unlefs he lie in the common-room the fum of - 
Searching the files for any warrant 
For a copy thereof ... 

For every declaration or other pleadings whatfoever to be paid by the plaintiff or his agent, 
On delivery to the turnkey the fum of 





S. 


D. 


O 




4 


O 


S 


0 


O 


2 


6 


O 


2 


6 


O 




0 


O 


2 


6 


O 




4 


O 


2 


6 


O 


2 


6 


O 


1 


6 


O 


0 


6 


O 


0 


6 


O 


1 


0 



j 78 1. Michaelmas Seflion. 
Allowed in Court. 

Verney. 



By the Court. 

William Hayton Clerk of the Peace for the 
County of Bucks. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

AYLESBURY. The two work-rooms, and the lodging-rooms, are fmall : one of Bride- 
the latter feet by 4, and 6 feet high. A court in front only 81 feet wide, w *lls. 
lately enclofed from the fpacious court of the keeper's behind the county gaol. 
Mr. Smith (the county gaoler) is keeper \ falary, ^30. Prifoners have from him 
one pound of bread a day. Fees, 4J. 6d. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. 



1774, Nov. 12, Prifoners 2. 
1776, Jan. 3, - - 3. 



1779, Feb. 25, Prifoners 3. 
1782, April 29, - - 2. 



Nov. 2. 



1. 



O Q 



NEWPORT 
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NEWPORT PAGNEL. Two cells in the back court of a public houfe, 7 feet by 
6-i, and 6 feet high. The apertures in the doors 10 inches by 9. No water : no 
allowance : no employment. Keeper lives diftant. Salary, £20. He pays two 
guineas rent for the cells. — The prifoners muft be almoft fuffocated in hot weather, 
as the doors now open under a penthoufe. A deferter lately went out who had been 
confined here a fortnight. From January 1780 to January 1781, here were com- 
mitted twenty-nine prifoners. From January 4, 1782, to July 2, here were thirty- 
three j deferters included. 

1779, March 24, Prifoners o. 

Oft. 13, - o. 

1782, July 15, - - o. 
Nov. 28, - o. 

WEST-WYCOMB. This prifon was lately removed from HighAVycomb, and 
the keeper was difmifled at the Michaelmas feffions 1778 for inattention. It confifts 
of two garrets in the prefent keeper's houfe. The windows are almoft clofed up 
by ftrong planks nailed acrofs for fecurity : his falary, £20. — In 1782 I found this 
prifon again removed to High-Wycomb. It confifts of two fmall rooms in the 
back court of the keeper's public houfe, about 7 feet by 3, and 6 feet high : 
apertures in the doors : a court about 10 feet by fix : no water. Prifoners are here 
committed to hard labour. 

1779, April 23, and 1782, June 25, No prifoners. 

BUCKINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms below; one of which is the bridewell: the other for felons 16 feet 
by 12. Over thefe are two rooms for debtors. No water. Gaoler no falary. 
Keeper's felary, £i. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. — Over the gate 
on a board is this infcription : " The Right Honourable Richard Grenvilk Tempk 
" Lord Vifcount Cobham caufed this edifice to be erected at his own expenfe for the 
M ufe of this town and county : The fummer aflizes being reftored to this place and 
" fixed here by ad of parliament in the year 1748." 

1779, 061. 14, No prifoners but a raving lunatic. 
1782, April 30, No prifoners. 



BEDFORDSHIRE 
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COUNTY GAOL at BEDFORD. 

GAOLER, Thomas Howard, Bedford. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors,*) r 

Felons, S £ ° : ' 7 : * 

Tranfports, If only one, £6 : if two, £5 each : all above two, £4 each. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two quartern-loaves a week each. 

Felons, two halfpeck-loaves a week each. 
Garnifli, Debtors, £0:5:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c- Debtors. Felons ice. 

i773> ' ' 5 t0 I0 » ^ to 9. 1782, July 17, 7, 3 . 

1776, Feb, 12, 8, 5. 1783, Sep. 7, 8, 9. 

1779, Oft. 16, 7, 2. Deferters 2. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lloyd. 

Duty, Sunday and Thurfday. 

Salary', £,10. 

SURGEON, Mr.GadJhy. 

Salary, £12 for the gaol and bridewell. 

I N this prifon there is on the firft floor, a day -room for debtors, which is ufed as Remarks. 
a chapel, and four lodging- rooms : for felons, on the ground-floor, two day-rooms, 
one for men, and the other for women, without fire-places, and two cells for the 
condemned. The rooms are 8^ feet high : two dungeons, down eleven fteps, one 
of them dark; the window of the other 18 inches by 12. Five pounds a year is 
allowed to the gaoler for ftraw, which is not on the floors, but on frames or bedfteads. 
The juftices in winter, upon application, grant coals both to debtors and felons. The 
court is common to both. No apartment for the gaoler. 

Claufcs of the adl againft fpirituous liquors are not hung up, I was, when (herifF, 
culpably ignorant of that aft. No infirmary nor bath. About, twenty years ago the 
gaol-fever was in this prifon : fome died there, and many in the town ; among whom 
was Mr. Daniel the furgeon, who attended the prifoners. His fucceflbr, Mr. Gadjby, 
judicioufly changed the medicines from fudorifics (generally ufed before) to bark and 
cordials : and a fail-ventilator being foon after put op, the gaol has been free from the 
fever almoft ever fince. 

This prifon is kept very clean > but the ad for preferving the health of prifoners is 
not hung up. 

O02 Fees 



2&4 



BEDFORDSHIRE. 



Norfolk Circuit. 



Fbes on a printed paper, figned by the late Gaoler as follows : 

All perfons that come to this place, either by warrant, commitment, or verbally; mull pay before 
difcharged, fifteen fhillings and four pence to the gaoler, and two (hillings to the turnkey. 

T. Richardfon. 

At my vifit in 1782 there was a Table of Fees painted on a board. 

County of Bedford. At the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace holden at the Town of Bedford in 
and for the faid County of Bedford on Wednefday in the Week next after the Feaft of St. Michael 
the Archangel that is to fay the third day of O&ober in the twenty- firft Year of the Reign of our 
Sovereign Lord George the third by the grace of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King De- 
fender of the Faith and fo forth and in the Year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one 
before Sir Philip Monoux Baronet William Gery John Nejlntt and John Miller junior Efquires Hadley Cox 
Henry Hinds Peter Lepipre William Smith and John Hawkins Clerks Juftices of our faid Lord the King 
Affigned to keep the Peace in the faid County and alfo to hear and determine divers Felonies Trefpafles 
and other Mifdemeanors in the faid County committed ; The following Table of Fees were perufed 
fettled and approved of to be taken by the Gaoler of the faid County of Bedford but firft to be fubmitted 
to the Judges of Affize at the next Lent Alfizes for their approbation. 



Debtors Fees to Gaoler and his Turnkey. 










5. 


D. 


For each debtor difcharged to pay the gaoler - 


0 


l 7 


4 


Of him for the fecond and every other action - 


0 


10 


0 


To the turnkey at the difcharge of every debtor - 


0 


2 


0 


To him of every fuch debtor for the fecond and every other attion 


0 


1 


0 


For every debtor for each weeks lodging on the chapel fide the gaoler finding bed Iheets 








and blankets - - - 


0 


2 


6 


If two lye together in the fame bed to take of each ^ 


0 


2 


0 


Of every debtor for chamber rent finding his own bedding and (heets, per week 


0 


1 


6 


For a copy of every warrant of detainer - 


0 


2 


0 


For a certificate for want of a declaration in order to take a writ of fuperfedeas 


0 


% 


6 


For a certificate in order to fue for a habeas corpus - 


0 


2 


6 


For the entering every declaration delivered to the debtors in cuftody 


0 


1 


0 


To the under-fheriff for his liberatur to gaoler for the difcharge of a debtor for each 








aclion - 


0 


6 


8 


Felons Fees to Gaoler and his Turnkey. 








To the gaoler for every prifoner fentenced to be burned in the hand fined or impiifoned 








when difcharged to pay - 


0 




4 


And to the turnkey for each - , - 


0 


2 


0 


To the gaoler for the difcharge of every perfon committed for want of fureties of the 








peace, mifdemeanor or any other crime not being felony 


0 


*7 


4 


Anvi to the turnkey for each - 


0 


2 


0 


Tor a copy of every commitment if demanded • 


0 


2 


0 



For 



Bedfor d 

COVKTY 

Gaol. 
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£. 5. Z>. 

For a certificate of commitment in order to fue out a habeas corpus - o 2 6 Bedford 

For attending in the town of Bedford with every prifoner in order to give bail or be other- County 

ways difcharged - - - - - • o £ o Gaol, 

For the difcharge of every prifoner committed for felony or on fufpicion thereof and no 
bill of indiftment found, or difcharged on his or her trial, or delivered by proclamation, 
to be paid out of the county rates - - - -0134 

John Nejbitt Approved 

William Smith James Eyre 

7th March 1 782 

Jeremy Fijh Palmer Clerk of the Peace of 
the County of Bedford. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BEDFORD, 

Confifts of three rooms about 13^ feet by 114, on the ground-floor ; no fire-place : Bride- 
the court 36 feet by 24; no water acceflible to the prifoners. Allowance to each a WELU 
quartern-loaf every other Jay. The prifon clean. — Keeper's falary, ^30 , now ^£20: 
no fees, 

17765 Feb. 13, Prifoners 3. 
1779, Odt. 16, - - 2. 
1782, July 17, - - 4. 



BEDFORD TOWN GAOL. 

Two new rooms with fire-places. No apartment for the gaoler. No court : no 
water. 

1 779, Oft. 16, Prifoner o. 
1782, July 17, - - t. 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE* 



HUNTINGDONSHIRE. 
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COUNTY GAOL at HUNTINGDON. 
Hunting- GAOLER, Henry Blane, afterwards Robert Nuna, now John Randall. 

DON. ~ , 

Salary, none, - 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 12 : 6. 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 
Tranfports, If only one, £12 ; if more, £9 each : he paying the clerk of affizc 

a guinea for each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four halfquartern-loaves a week. 

Debtors, £0:2:6. 
Qarnifh, Debtors, 0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debton. Felons Sec. 

1773, Nov. 5, 7, 4- i77 6 * Se P- 2 7> Z> 6. 

1774, Jan. 29, 7, 3. 17795 — 22, 11, 14- Deferters 4. 

1775, Nov - 9> 4, 5- *7 82 > Ma 7 4> 73 6- 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Brock. Now wo Chaplain. ( See Remarks.) 
SURGEON, Mr. Hunt, now Mr. Perkins. 

Salary, £5 : 5 : o. 

Remarks. THIS gaol is alfo the County Bridewell and 7*ozew G^/. — For debtors, a day- 
room or kitchen; and over it a large lodging-room. Near it is a day-room for 
felons : and down 9 fteps a dungeon for men-felons ; in which is a fmall condemned 
room. In another place, down 7 fteps, is a dungeon for women-felons : the floor of 
it level with the court; in which is the bridewell. This has two rooms below for 
men; and two above for women. No chimneys. The prifon and court are too 
fmall: but I always found the whole remarkably clean, except at my vifit in 1779. 
Claufes again ft fpirituous liquors hung up. The a<ft for preferving the health of pri- 
foners not hung up. No infirmary. No bath. Salary for the bridewell, £24 : 16:0; 
for the town gaol, ^4. — Straw, £4 : 16 : o a year. 

I was forry to hear at my vifit in 1776, that Mr. Brock, the late chaplain, who 
officiated very conftantly twice a week, and had a falary of only £20, was difmifled. 
He would have continued his attendance, without the falary ^ but an order was made 
exprefsly forbidding it. 

At the back of the prifon a hemp-drefler has a fmall houfe, and alfo a falary of 
£11 a year, to find work for the prifoners in the bridewell, in beating hemp at three 
pence a ftone. 

3 TABLE 
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TABLE 



O F 



FEES. 



Huntingdon/hire, A Table of the antient accullomed Fees demanded taken and received time imme- 
morial by the Gaoler for the time being of his Majefty's Gaol in the Town of Huntingdon and for the 
County of Huntingdon as well for Civil Prifoners as Criminal Prifoners. 



Hunting- 
don 

County 
Gaol. 



As to Civil Prifoners, commonly called Debtors. 



C 


s. 


D. 


O 


10 


0 


O 


2 


6 


O 


2 


4 


O 


3 


6 



For the difmiffion fee for each debtor, to the keeper 
For the like, to the turnkey 

For debtors, bed per <week - • 

For the bed per 'week, if two debtors lie together 



As to Criminal Prifoners. 

For the difmiffion fee of each criminal prifoner difcharged out of cuftody, either by the 

magiftrate, or by the courts of aflize or feflion - - - -OI34.- 

For the like to the turnkey - - - • - -026 

For the bed per week to each fine, trefpafs, or felon - • .036 

For the bed per week, if two lie together - - - -048 



Robert Nunn 

Keeper of the County Gaol of Huntingdonjbire Oft. 14, 1774. 



There is a rafure, which cancels the name of the former gaoler Henry Blane, and the 
date when he figned.— There is added, the date of the prefent gaoler's coming into 
office, 0&. 6, 1778. 



1 
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COUNTY GAOL, CAMBRIDGE CASTLE. 



Cam- 



GAOLER, Simeon Saunders. 
Salary, £12 : 14 : o. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 14 : 8. 

Felons, o : 10 : 8. 
Tranfports, £6 : 6 : o each : he paying the clerk of aflize £1 : 1 ; o for each. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two pence a day. 
Garnifti, Debtors, £0:5:4. 

Felons, 0:1:3. 

Debtors. Felogs Ice 

8, 2. 



4. 
6. 



Number, , 

1773, Nov. 4, 

1774, Dec. 13, 6, 
1776, Feb. 9, 8, 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Prince. 

Salary, none ; he makes a bill. 



1776, Sep. 27, 
1779, Sep. 23, 
j 782, Feb. 6, 



Debtors. Fcloas ice, 

IO, O. 

21, 2. 

l 5> 3- 



Remarks* THE prifon is the gate of the old cattle. On the ground-floor, called the low- 
gaol, are three ftrong rooms ; one for men-felons (30 feet by 6 feet 7 inches) ; another 
for women (16 feet by 9) with a chimney : the other was not finiflied. There is an 
afcent of 22 ftone fteps on the out fide to the debtors apartments, called the high-gaol. 
On the firft floor is a room for the turnkey ; a large kitchen ; and two or three other 
rooms. AJjove them are five rooms and a condemned room. All the rooms arc 
fizeable. — Claufes of aft againfl fpirituous liquors hung up, by a written order of 
Thomas Cockran^ Efq. fheriff. — The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung 
up. Straw, 205. a year. The caftle-yard is fpacious, but not fafe and prifoners 
have not the ufe of it. In it is the gallows. 

Debtors have fome relief from legacies and donations paid by feveral colleges : 
from Sidney college, each has a fhirt every year, and a fack of coals : from St. Johns, 
fixteen pennyworth of bread, every Saturday morning. A colle&ion is made in the 
univerfity and the town, by leave of the mayor, which amounts to about £7 a year: 
and 20 j. a year, deduding land-tax, is paid from an eftate at Croxton in this county. 
No memorial in the gaol. 
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Camlrldgcjhire. The General Quarter Seflions of the Peace — held at the Shire-hall in Cambridge — the Cam- 
19th— of April in the 5th year— of Geo. Ill— 1765 Before Edward Leeds Hale JVortbam and W* Howell bridge 
£w; Efq rs juftices &c. Count v 

G AOL. 

TABLE OF FEES. 

Settled — purfuant to a late A61 — pafTcd in the 2d — of George II Intituled, An A& for the Relief of 
Infolvent Debtors Sec— to be hung up publickly in the Prifon of the Caftle of Cambridge. 

To the gaoler for the commitment fee to be paid at the time of commitment, only 
To the gaoler for the difcharge of every prifoner to be paid at the time of his difcharge, 

only - - 

To the IheriiF for the difcharge of every prifoner to be paid on fuch difcharge 
To be paid for the weekly rent of an entire chamber, with one bed only, and clean linnen 
And in cafe more prifoners are put into a room, fo that there is occafion for more beds in the 

fame chamber, Then there mail be paid for the ufe of the chamber, and of every bed 

and linnen and cloaths belonging to it the fum of 





s. 


D. 


O 


s 


4 


O 


s 


4 


O 


z 


0 


O 


2 


0 



Edward Leeds 



Hale TVortham 



TV™ H Ewen. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CAMBRIDGE 

Is in the caftle-yard ; and joins to the gaoler's houfe. It confifts of two work-rooms, 
and over them two rooms ; one for men, with four cages (>\ feet by 4^ and the other 
for women, with two cages. No court: no water acceffible to prifoners: only one 
fewer, and that very ofFenfive : no allowance : the prifoners have the profit of their 
work, which is beating hemp, and making mops. Mr, Saunders the county gaoler is 
keeper; falary, £2. He is attentive and humane. 

[774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 4. J 779> Sep. 23, Prifoners 7. 

1776, Feb. 9, - -6. 1782, Feb. 6, - - 8, 

Sep. 27, - 1. 

There are alfo at CAMBRIDGE the 

Town Gaol. Below is a room for criminals, the hole; about 21 feet by 7. The 
prifoner, whom I faw there in 1776, was a miferable objedt : he had been confined fome 
Weeks.: no allowance. — The prifoners receive relief from feveral of the colleges, viz* 
St. "Johns, Trinity, Chr0% Set. 

Above are rooms for debtors and criminals, one of which is called the cage. No 
court : no water acceffible to prifoners. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and the a£t 
for prefcrving the health of prifoners not hung up. Gaoler no falary. Licence for 
beer. 



Number, 

1774, Dec. 13, 
1776, Feb. 9, 
1776, Sep. 28, 



Debtors. Felons &c. 

2> 3. 

2. o. 

1, 1. 



1779, Se P- 2 3> 
1782, Feb. 7, 



Debtors. 



Felons &c. 
2. 



Bride- 
well. 



An 



* 9 o CAMBRIDGESHIRE. Norfolk Circuit. 

Cam- An Account of the Fees that have been anciently and cuflomarily paid to the Gaoler or Keeper of the 
bridce Tolbooth Prifon in the Town of CamlrJdge, <vi%* 
Tow n 

Gaol. For every debtor £. S. D. 1 

The commitment fee - - - » - 068 

The withdraught or difcharging fee which is paid afterwards to the mayor at every port o 1 o 

For the care of the prifoner and chamber per week • - -026 

The 17 January 1765 

At the General Quarter Scffions of the Peace held for the Town of Cambridge — We the Juftices — of the 
raid Town — having reviewed the abovefaid Table of Tees, do allow and confirm the fame 

WWhtfitin^ Mayor Edward Leeds Elias Sowjler 

King Whittred IV™ Norfolk IV H Ewen 



Town Bridewell. On the ground-floor, one room for men, 11 feet by 6; and 
two lodging-rooms for women, 9 feet by 5. In thefe are lately put bedfteads for 
draw or coverlets. There is a dungeon or dark room for the refractory. Above is a 
work-room 19 feet fquare, for women. In the fpring 1779, feventeen women were 
confined in the day-time, and fome of them at night, in this room, which has no 
fire-place or fewer. This made it extremely offenfive, and occafioned a fever or 
ficknefs among them, which alarmed the Vice-chancellor, who ordered all of them 
to be difcharged. Two or three died within a few days. — There are now added two 
rooms, in one of which are five cages about 7 feet fquare. There is a fmall courts no 
water. 

The Vice-chancellor's prifoners, have four pence on Sunday, to prevent the necefiity 
of their working on that day as formerly. Thofe of them that are ill, have three pence 
a day. No allowance of bread for town prifoners. Keeper's falary, £30 : no fees. 
Straw, £1:1:0 a year. 

The brickwell (lands in the back yard of the keeper's houfe; which was bought and 
endowed for the encouragement of wool-combers and fpinners of this town. The bafis 
of the inftitution was a legacy of the famous carrier 'Thomas Uobjon y who died 1630. 
To anfwer the intention, the keeper appointed is a wool-comber, lie employs not 
' only fcvcral hands upon the foundation of the charity, but many othq-s ; among them 
his prifoners. His falary is paid out of the charity. 

1774, Dec. 13, Prifoners 3. 1779, Sep. 23, Prifoners 6, and one lunatic. 

1776, Se;. 28, - - 7. 1782, Feb. 7, - - 3. 



ELY 
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ELY 



GAOL. 



GAOLER, John All day. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 

Felons, o 
Tranfports, £5 each. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 1 
Felons, y 
Garnifli, £0:1:4 
Number, 

1774, Jan. 30, 

- Dec. 13, 

1776, Feb. 9, 

CHAPLAIN, none. 
SURGEON, none. 



15 



none. 



Debtors. 

6, 



3- 
4- 



Felons &c. 
O. 



Debtors. 

17763 Sep. 28, 7, 
1779, Sep. 23, 7, 
1782, Feb. 6, 4, 



Felons Sec. 
I. 

1. Lunatic 1. 



Ely 

G AOL. 



THIS gaol, the property of the bilhop, who is lord of the franchife of the ifle Remarks. 
of Ely, was in part rebuilt by bifhop Mawjon in 1768, upon complaint of 
the cruel method which, for want of a fafe gaol, the keeper took to fecure his 
prifoners *. 

For mafter's-fide debtors three rooms up ftairs: a room on the fame floor for 
condemned felons. B^low ftairs is the felons day-room ; and their cell or night- 
room, \%\ feet by 10, with a window about a foot fquare. There is a court for felons, 
with an ofFenfive fewer. No water. — For debtors a court with a pump ; but no free 
ward. No infirmary. No ftraw. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and aft for pre- 
ferring the health cf prifoners, not hung up. Keeper, a fheriff's officer for the ifle, 
and for the county of Cambridge. No table of fees. 

Affize in this ifle, of late, twice a year, viz. Lent at Ely, Summer at Wifbech. 



* This was by chaining them down on their backs upon a floor, acrofs which were feveral iron bars; 
with an iron collar with fpikes about their necks, and a heavy iron bar over their legs. An excellent 
jnagiilrate, James Colljer, Efq. prefented an account of the cafe, accompanied with a drawing, to the 
king; with which hib majelty was much affected, and gave immediate orders for a proper inquiry and 
redrefs. 



p P 



At 
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At my laft vifit, the debtors and felons were together One of the former was con- 
fined for 3 s. $\d. the charges 8 J". 3 d. another, who had a wife and five children, onljr 
for cofts 4 j. 9 d. and gaol-fees, 3 s. 6 df. 



BRIDEWELLS. 

Bride- ELY. This prifon (built 165 1) confifts of one room below for men (16 feet by 
15 feet 4 inches) ; and two above for women. No water acccffible to prifoners; 
prifon out of repair. No court; one might be made from the keeper's large 
garden. In February 1776, a woman fick : no apothecary. No allowance. 
Claufes of adt againft: fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary 3j £io: no 
fees. 

1774, Dec. 1 j y Prifoners 2. 1779, Sep. 23, Prifoners 2. 
1776, Feb. 9, - - 3. 1782, Feb. 6, - - 3. 
Sep. 28, - 1. 

WISBECH. This is alfo a gaol. There is a defcent to it of 5 fteps. Two rooms 
below (the work-room 15 feet by 12), and two above. No court: no water 
acceflible to prifoners. Allowance, a penny a day : ftraw., twenty (hillings a year, 
Claufes of a£t againft fpirituous liquors, and the a£t for preferving the health of 
prifoners not hung up. Keeper's falary, £i6: no fees. — This prifon might be 
improved on the keeper's garden. 

1776, Feb. 3, Prifoners 2. 

1779, March 29, Debtors 2. ImprelTed Men 3. 

061. 10, - - I. Felon &c. - 1. 

1782, Feb. 4, - - 1. Deferter - 1. Lunatic 1. 



• An unhappy debtor may be an honeft man ; but, 91 Evil communications corrupt good manners" 

t By an aft for the more eafy and fpeedy recovery of fmall debts, within the IJle of Ely, in the county of 

Cambridge. 1778. 
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COUNTY GAOL, NORWICH CASTLE. 

GAOLER, George Gynne. No 

Salary, none: he pays the under-fheriff^i : 10 : o per annum. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 7:8. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, - 5:15:6 each. 

Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, 7 a two-penny loaf each per day (weight in 1774, and 1782, 
Felons, J 20 oz.J ; and every week in common a ftone of cheefe: 
in winter twelve bulhels of coals, in fummer fix bulhels. 

Garnifh, Debtors, £0 : 5 ■ o. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors, Felons &c. Debtors. Felons ice. 

1774, Feb. 1, 30, 14. 1776, Nov. 17, 18, 32. 

Dec. 10, 16, 15. 1779, March 31, 24, 29. 

1776, Feb. 5, 29, 16. 1782, July 6, 25, 23. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Willins. 
Duty, Friday. 
Salary, ^30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Palgrave, Mr. Brown, now Mr. Rtgby. 
Salary, £40. 

THE caftle is fituated on the fummit of a hill. That part which is called the Re 
upper gaol, has ten rooms for mafter's-fide debtors; and leads for them to walk on. 
The low gaol has feveral rooms for debtors, felons &c. A fmall area in the middle 
of the gaol, in which are made fome improvements 3 fuch as a pump, a bath, and fome 
rooms over it. There is a dungeon down a ladder of 8 fteps, for men-fe Ions ; in 
which has been fometimes an inch or two of water : here are now barracks and mats. 
Only a fmall room for women-felons ; and they cannot be feparate from the men, when 
decency would mod of all require it. There are three airy rooms for the fick ; fo 
diftin£t from the reft of the prifon, that there is no danger of fpreading any infe&ion 
from thence. The gaoler is humane, and refpe6ted by his prifoners. Thefe, felons as 
well as debtors, fell at the grates of their feparate day-rooms, laces, garters, purfes, 
nets, &c. of their own making. 

There is a nurfe or matron to attend the fick ; and provide for them, when the 
furgeon orders it, broth, gruel, milk-pottage and extra-firing. It is alfo her 

bufinefs 



i$4 
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Norwich bufinefs to fee that the prifoners be duly ferved with their allowance of bread, which 
Castle: ^ remarkably good. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. At 
Lent aflize, prifoners are moved from hence toThetford*; and put into a dungeon 
which is defcribed in that place. In 1779, twenty-feven prifoners, and in 1782, 
eighteen were carried thither, and confined four nights, moft of them in the dun- 



geon. 



Mrs. Frances Kempe formerly bequeathed certain charities to the poor of Norwich 
and Heyden j and a ftipend for preaching three fermons a year. For payment, fhe 
bound an eftate in Heyden left her by her father John Mingay, Efq. Among the chari- 
ties were fome to prifoners in this caflle, and in the city gaol. Thefc have for fome 
years pall received nothing j although the legacies are paid to the other objedts. 

TABLE OF FEES. 

Norfolk. A Taele of the Rate? Fees and Allowances to be — taken by every Gaoler or Keeper of any 
Gaol or Prtfott vtiiikfa the faid County — fettled — at die General Quarter SeiTion — holden by Adjournment at 
the Callle of Norwich — 31 July — 3d of George II. — 1729 — in purfuance — of a late Act — for Relief of 
Debtors fed That is to fay 

£. S. D. 

For the commitment or coming into gaol of any prifoner for debt - - 050 

For chamber rent where the gaoler finds bedding and linnen, and a prifoner hath a bed to him 

or herself, }er <week - - - - - 020 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding per meek - - o 1 6 

"Where there arc three in abed not exceeding per week each prifoner - -006 

For the difcharge of thofe in execution - - • -054 

For the'difc barge of thofe upon outlawry - - - -0^4 

For the difcharge of thofe upon common procefs - - - o 2, 8 

We his M3jefly ? s Juftices of the Peace— have hereunto fct our hands — the day and year above written 

31 July 1729 Confirmed by us 

Ja?nes Reynolds Jf r > H Bacon 

W m Branthwayte Edm d Bacon 

• R. Bacon T Cfn . Turner 

Miles Branthwayte Miles Branthwayte 

Here I would juft mention the Norfolk and Norwich Hofpital, built in 177 1, as being 
one of the beft of our county hofpitals. The wards are lofty 3 there is only one floor 
up flairs: the bedfteads are iron, and they are Rot crowded. The beds are ftraw, the 
ftirnicnre linen - y and there are no tellers. The wards are kept clean by frequent wafh- 
ing, and airy by the oppofite windows being generally open. There are Dutch fhoves 
in the wards in fuinmer, and little coppers for tea water, with which the patients are 
fometimes properly indulged. There is a fine area enclofed, in which the patiems walk. 
There is no walking, brewing nor baking in this houfe. 



* See lafl note in page 13. 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

SWAFFHAM. Three rooms below; one of which, a lodging-room for men, is too Bride- 
clofe (10 feet 9 inches by 7 feet 9 inches): a work-room, 17 feet by 15, bun no 
employment: and four rooms above. Court enlarged, now 28 feet fquare, but 
no pump. A window in the keeper's kitchen which overlooked the court is impro- 
perly flopped up: the prifoners are confined to their rooms. Keeper's falary, /i 6 ; 
and twenty Ihillings a year for ftraw. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors hung up : 
licence for beer. Surgeon, Mr. Say : he makes a bill. 

1774, Dec. 11, Prifoners 7. 

1776, Feb. 3, - 5, with a lunatic. 

1779, March 29, - - 11,1. f * ■ * 
1782, Feb. 5 , - - 5j {including the lunatic. 

WYMUNDHAM. A day-room ; with three clofets on one fide of it, for night- 
rooms, about 6 feet by 4. A prifoner complained to me of being obliged to lie 
in one of thefe clofets, with two boys who had a cutaneous diforder. There is 
another room for women, in which, at my vifit in 1779, t ' iere were f° ur dirty and 
fickly objefts at work with padlocks on their legs, though they are never out in the 
court except on Sundays. The very fmall quantity of ftraw on the floor was worn 
almoft to duft. There is a dungeon down eight fteps with the flocks in it. It is 
15 1 feet by 8, and 6 feet high 5 now arched with brick; a dirt floor 3 has two 
apertures at the top, of a foot diameter. The juftices feem to have overlooked a 
claufe in a late aft of parliament (14th Geo. III. Chap. XLII1.) cc to prevent the 
prifoners from being kept under ground, whenever they can do it conveniently," as 
there is abundant room on the premifes. Neither the rooms nor the fpacious court 
fecurc. Prifoners in this bridewell are not only confined within doors, but generally 
in irons. Keeper's falary, £16: no fees. Allowance to thofe fufpedted of felony, 
four pence a day. Straw, £1 1 1 : o a year. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. 

1776, Nov. 17, Prifoners 5. 
1779, March 30, - - 5. 
1782, July 6, - - 9. 

AYLSHAM. In the floor of the work (or day) room is a trap-door into a dungeon, 
which is 9^ feet by 6. Above flairs are three rooms, not fecure. No fire-place: 
no ftraw: court not fecure 5 prifoners in it only on Sundays: no water: no fewer: 
no implements for work: no allowance, but two pennyworth of bread a day to 
vagrants. Keeper's falary, £13 : 6 : 8. 

1779, April 1, Prifoners 4. 

S ACLE. 
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Bride- ACLE. A day-room, and two rooms over it. Down nine fteps are two dark dun- 
geons, 8 feet by 5 feet 10 inches. This prifon is quite out of repair. The date 
on it is 1633. No court: keeper has a fpacious garden : no water acceflible to 
prifoners: no allowance: no ftraw. Keeper's falary, £16. 

1779, April 2, and 1782, July 7, No prifoners. 

WALS INGHAM. A room 15 feet by 8 in the keeper's court, with two dark 
lodging-rooms about 7 feet fquare, and ftraw on the brick floors. The walls of 
the court not fecure. Prifoners in irons. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. Keeper's falary, £13 : 6 : 8. Fees, 2 jr. 

1779, Odt. 10, Prifoners 2. 



NORWICH CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

Norwich. GAOLER, Benjamin Fakenham, now his Widow. 

Salary, none : fhe pays the fheriffs ^40 a year* 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6:8. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, - 5 : 5 : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, "> a two-penny loaf each: in 1776, it was reduced to a penny 

Felons, f loaf ; in 1779, 12 oz. of bread 3 in 1782, 14 oz. 
Garnifh, £0 : s ; o. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

. 1774, Feb. 1, 52, 7. 17763 Nov. 17, 11, 10. 

Dec. 10, 17, 5. 1779, March 3 1, 19, 5. 

1776, Feb. 5, 31, 17. 1782, July 6, 16, 5. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Buckle. 

Duty, Prayers, once a fortnight ; fermon one Tuefday in a month. 
Salary, ^20. 

SURGEON, Mr. hiatchett, now Mr. Keymer. 

Salary, ^5 : 5 : o for debtors and felons, 

"Remarks. ONLY one court. Many rooms for mafter's-fide debtors. One room for com- 
mon-fide debtors, who are freemen. There is none for thole who are not free, but 
the felons day-room j which is a damp room under the other, and down 13 fteps: in 

this 
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this I found in 1782, one or two court of confcience debtors*. The felons dungeons, Norwich 
or night-rooms, are down eleven fteps; one of them quite dark; the other almoft lo. Gaol. 
The women's dungeon down ten fteps, has a fire-place : but at my late vifits they had 
another night-room, about ic4- feet by 5 J, and but 5 feet high. Straw was only 
£1:1 : o a year, but now £1:10: o. — Coals two chaldron. The keeper's (table 
adjoining to the laft room, would make the women a good day-room ; for there is no 
proper reparation, which is peculiarly neceflary in thofe places where the affize is but 
once a year. — The a6t for prcferving the health of prifoners not hung up. 

In 1779 there were many alterations. The court paved; and fome old fheds, that 
were in it, taken down. Three night-rooms or cells for felons, about three feet below 

the ground, eight feet fquare, planked all over. A bath, but not convenient : and 

over it two rdbms for debtors. Over them two airy rooms for the fick (each 22, feet 

by 16, and near 12 feet high), with iron bedfteads, and bedding. 

Gaol-delivery once a year : three prifoners were confined from eight to ten months 

before their trial; as two were committed November 6, 1778, and one woman 

Auguft 22, 1778. 

TABLE OF FEES. 

I 

City of Norwich and County of the fame City. At the General Quarter Seflions— holder* at the Guild Hall 
— 5th Ottober in 33d year — of George II — and — adjourned to the 16th — of the fame October — before 
Nockold Tompfon Efq. Mayor — Edward Bacon Efq. Recorder— Robert Marjh Efq. &c. &c — Juftices of— the 
Peace — It is Ordered by this Court in purfuance of an Act — for Relief of Debtors — That the feveral Fees 
—here underwritten, and no other or greater Sums — fhall be — taken by any Gaoler or Keeper of any— 
Prifon within the — City of Norwich — (That is to fay) 

L> 

For the commitment or coming into gaol of any prifoner for debt - o 3 4 

For chamber-rent where the gaoler finds bedding and linen where a prifoner has a bed to him- 

felf or herfelf, by the week - - - - - O 1 o 

Where there are two in a bed not exceeding by the week each - -009 

Where there are three in a bed not exceeding by the week each - -008 

For the difcharge of thofe in execution - - - -054 

For the difcharge of thofe upon outlawry - - - -054 

For the difcharge of thofe upon common frccefs - - - -034 

We his Majefly's Juftices of the Peace— for the faid City of Norwich have hereunto — fet our hands — 

Nockold T imp/on, Mayor Ed. Bacon • John Nuthall 

J. Spurrell Peter Colombine Jerem Ives 

Confirmed and allowed at the Aflize nnd general Gaol Delivery of our Lord the King held in and for the 
City of Norwich and County of the fame City. The Twenty-ninth day of July One Thoufand Seven 
Handled and Sixty By us 

T: Parker T: Dennison. 

* By an a£l for the city of Norwich, 12 and 13 of William III, 1701. Court of Confcience debtors are 
to remain without bail or mainprize, until he (he or they perform and obey the order of the faid court ; which 
att is fimilar to that for Londcn. S?e page 21 9. 

Q^q NORWICH 
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Norwich. 



NORWICH CITY BRIDEWELL. 



Four rooms, 21 feet fquare and 10 high, with fire places, and two warehoufes for 
wood. — The dungeons are down 1 5 fteps : in one part, four for the men ; and in an- 
other part, three, more clofe and damp, for the women. In thefe, and in the other 
rooms, are cribs. But it is to be hoped the gentlemen, who have made many im- 
provements in their gaol, will be fo confiderate as to order thefe cells to be barred to all, 
unlefs to fuch as are very refra&ory and difobedient. — Only one court : river, and pump 
water. Allowance two pennyworth of bread daily, two hot dinners in a week, and 
firing from Michaelmas to Lady-day. The fick have four pence a day and firing 
when wanted. Employment, cutting logwood, of which in 1782, there were 15 or 16 
ton in the warehoufes. This employment is too laborious and fevere, where molt 
of the prifoners are women. Keeper's falary, £2$. 

1774, Dec. 10, Prifoners 3. 1779, March 31, Prifoners 7. 



1776, Feb. 5, 



1782, July 6, 



THETFORD TOWN GAOL 



Is alfo the town bridewell. The ground-floor for the keeper. On the firft ftory, 
are four rooms for debtors and two for delinquents. For felons, a dungeon down a 
ladder of 10 fteps; 18 feet by 94-, and 9 feet high : a window 18 inches by 14 : and 
an aperture about 2 feet fquare, lately opened into the paflage. 

At affize once a year, from fixteen to twenty prifoners brought hither from Norwich 
caflle are confined in this dungeon four or five nights. Keeper no falary. Licence 
for been— At my laft vifit, here was an inscription : fl This gaol was repaired and 
enlarged in the mayoralty of William Holmes, Efq. 178 1. " The new part confifts of 
one large room and two over it. A court and pump. A table of fees, &c. is now 
hung up, but not figned. 

j 774, Dec. 9, Prifoner 1. I 779> 
1776, Nov. 18, - - o. 1782, 



Sept. 24, Prifoner 1. 
July 6, - - o. 



Tbttford. 



A Table of Fees to be taken in this Gaol. 



On the coming in of a debtor, no garnifti to be paid. 

If the debtor is furnifhed with a bed, to pay for it per week • 

If two lie in one bed - 

If he finds his own bed * 
Searching file for warrant .... 
For delivery of any declaration againft a debtor or any other proceeding 



jr. s. d. 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



I o 
1 6 
o o 

0 o 

1 o 
For 
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£• 


s. 


Z). 


For copy of every warrant - - - 


0 


I 


0 


To the gaoler's certificate for fuperfedeas - 


Q 


I 


0 


On the difcharge of every debtor if on one execution or rnefne procefs 


O 


6 


8 


If on two - • 


O 


13 


4 


Turnkey • • 


O 


0 


0 


Bed per week each felon - 


O 


0 


9 


If two lie in one bed - - - - 


O 


i 


6 


For difrniflion of each felon or criminal prifoner, discharged either by a magiftrate or by the 








court of aflize or feffion - . 


O 


0 


0 



Rules and Orders to be obferved. 

Each felon is allowed one penny per day at the expence of the town, and each debtor the fame. A clergy- 
man to attend the felons while under fentence of death. Debtors and felons are to wafli themfelves every 
day, and are to be let into the yard where a trough is fixed with frefh water for that purpofe. And they are 
to fweep and fprinkle their rooms every morning. 



YARMOUTH Town Gaol- Befides the gaoler's houfe, in which are four 
rooms for mafter's-fide debtors, there are for all the prifoners, only a fmall day-room 
and court; and two or three lodging-rooms for fuch as pay for them : three dungeons 
or night-rooms down a ladder of 10 fteps. Allowance, a penny loaf a day (weight in 
February 1776, 1302. in July 1782, g^oz.), and four chaldron of coals a year. The 
corporation fends out a begging-balket three times a week. — Gaoler's falary, £15: 
licence for beer and wine. Table of fees now hung up. The aft for preferving the 
health of prifoners not hung up. 

1776, Feb. 6, Debtors 6, Felons &c. 14. 

1779, April 3, - - 4, - - - 4. 

1782, July 8, - - 4, - - - 2. 



Great Yarmouth. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this Burgh purfuant to an Order of 

Affembly, A, D. 1671. 

For the commitment releafe and difcharge of every prifoner - 
For the garnifh of every prifoner - 

For every prifoner that will diet with the gaoler, for every meal he takes 
For every prifoner lodging in the common chamber, finding his own bed for every night 
For every prifoner lodging in the common chamber in the gaoler's bed for every night 
For every prifoner lodging in the private chamber finding his own bed for every night 
For every prifoner lodging in the private chamber in the gaoler's bed for every night 
For every freeman lodging in the free room for every week - 

For going abroad with a prifoner every time .... 
For the key turning for every prifoner being an inhabitant of this town for every week 
For the key turning for every other prifoner for every week - 

Fur every prifoner committed upon any action except adions of debt to be payed upon his dif- 
charge out of the prifon whereof he is to pay to the mayor if fureties be given 
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£. s. D. 

And in Arch cafe to the clerk of the court . . - -004 

And to the ferjeant - - - . • -006 

But iftheaclion be agreed to the clerk of the court - - -002 

For the withdrafts of the court in every aftion agreed . - -006 

Except actions of debt for which they are to compound with Mr. Mayor or pay 1 /. for 
every 20/. 

For every grand jury or petty jury keeping - - • o o 4 
For goods attached and brought to the town-hall the party plaintiff to pay as he can agree with 
the gaoler. 

For every perfon whipped at the feffions - - - -004 

For every one branded - - - - -010 

For every one executed - - * - -06$ 



YARMOUTH Town Bridewell, In the work-houfe yard. Four rooms; a 
fire-place in one of them. A fmall court, to which prifoners have no accefs. No 
fewer : no water. Court of confcience debtors fometimes confined here, and difcharged 
in three calendar months: by the ad (1758) they may be carried " either to the com- 
mon gaol, or houfe of corredtion. ,, 

1776, Feb. 6, Prifoners o. 

1779, April 3, - - o. 

1782, July 8, Debtor i, Petty Offender u 



LYNN REGIS Town Gaol. The rooms for debtors, felons and petty offenders 
are convenient, and were clean at my firft vifit. Cribs with draw and two coverlets for 
the felons : the court is fmall, and has fowls kept in it. Claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, and the a£t for preferving the health of prifoners, not hung up. Gaoler's 
falary, £20 : fees, debtors 35. 4 J. felons &c. $s. per table, dated ift of March, 1729 : 
figned, John Goodwyn, mayor, Thomas Berney, recorder. 

By the Jlcl 1770, court of confcience debtors fhall remain in confinement for no 
longer fpace than three calendar months. 

Debtors. Felons &.c. Debtors. Felons 8cc 

1774, Dec. 11, 1, o. 1779, Oft. 9, 3, 2. 

1779, March 29, 3, 4- i7 82 > Fcb - 4> 4> *. 
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COUNTY GAOL at IPSWICH. 

GAOLER, Rowland Baker, now John Ripfoazv. Ipswich. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, debtors,") . w . g> 
Felons, j 

Tranfports, £6:6:0 each-, he paying clerk of affize^i : 1 : o for each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, two pence a day in bread (weight in Dec. 1774, x8f tf& 
July 1782, 20 oz.). 
Garnifh, Debtors, £0:2: 6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number Debtors. Felons &c Debtors. Felons ice. 

1774, Feb. 3, 22, 14. 1 776, Nov. 18, 15, 6. 

Dec. 7, 15, 5. 1779, April 5, 24, 23. 

1776, Feb. 7, 29. 17. 1782, July 9, 27, 10. Deferter u 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Brome. 

Duty, Sunday and Friday. (See Remarks.) 

Salary, £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Buck. 

Salary, £40 for debtors and felons. 

THIS is alfo the town gaol: yet only one court-yard. — For debtors, a kitchen, or Remarks^ 
day-room ; and feveral chambers : one of thefe is lately made a free ward. — For felons 
a day-room : and for the men a ftrong night-room ; with beds well contrived for 
cleanlinefs and health. Each prifoner has a crib-bedftead, 10 or 12 inches high ; the 
head raifed a few inches ; ftrong feet, low fides. Thefe are eafily moved when the 
ward is to be walhed. The county allows to each crib a ft raw bed, and a blanket. — 
The women have no feparate day-room : and their ward, or night-room, has no fire- 
place. — One of the two diinking-rooms is called the garmjh-room. — Two rooms for the 
fick; not diftindt enough from the reft. No bath. Debtors weave in hand-frames, 
like thofe at Lincoln, good garters, &c. and make purfes, nets and laces which they 
fell at the front grate. I found this clofe prifon clean, though full of prifoners. The 
water from the pump is conveyed through the fewers, which prevents the court-yard, 
which is fmall, from being offenfive. 

la 
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Ipswich In the centre of the ceiling of a neat chapel lately built, is an aperture covered by 
C Gaoz. TY a ^ ma ^ turret > w ^^ ch keeps the room airy and pleafant. (All prifon chapels (hould be 
thus lupplied with frefh air *.) Mr. Brome, the chaplain, does not content himfelf 
merely with the regular and punduai performance of his ftated duty ; he is a friend to 
the prifoners on all occafions. 

Affize always at Bury : there is now an allowance to the gaoler for conveying 
prifoners thither. Gaoler, a fherifTs officer. The aft for preferving the health of 
prifoners is not hung up. 

Debtors have on Sunday from a legacy of Mr. John Pembcrton, each fcJJIi of beef for 
broth, a penny loaf, and a pint of ale. The following memorial of this kind donation 
is now hung up in the chapel. 

July 17, 17S0. 

At this, the annual meeting of the truftees of Mr. Pemberton\ charity, it is ordered, that the treafurer 
(hould provide as the truftees fhall fee fit, for the debtors imprifoned in any of the jails in the county of 
Suffolk, either for their relief therein, by a proportion of bread, meat, and beer, as he fhall think neceflary, 
or for the delivering them out of prifon, until the treafurer fhall receive further orders. — Neverthelefs, fuch 
debtors in Ipfaicb jail, as do not regularly attend divine fervice (unlefs prevented by ficknefs, or fome rea- 
fonable caufe, to be allowed of by the chaplain), and behave decently and reverently, ihall not have any 
benefit or allowance from this charity. 

Trustees, 

Geo. Drury. Lott Knight. Ph. B. Brooke. Edwd. HafelL 

From another legacy the town fupplies them with five chaldron of coals yearly. 
No memorial of this in the gaoL 

TABLE OF FEES. 

Suffolk, to <uuiu At the General Quarter Seflions — holden by Adjournment at Bury St. Edmunds — 2 ill— 
July — 1729, A Table of Fees fettled by the Juftices of the faid Divifion — purfuant to a late Act— 
for the Relief of Debtors &c. at the affize for the County of Suffolk — at Bury St. Ed?nunds the 24th day 
of July 172^. 

£. s. D. 

To the gaoler for the commitment fee and discharge of every perfon - -0x28 

Out of which is to be paid to the (herifF - - - -020 

To the officer - - - . - -020 

For the rent of every chamber weekly - - - -026 

Jafper Cullum G. Golding Jerrnyn Davtn M. Shelton. 

I have reviewed this Table of Fees and do think proper to moderate and reduce the fame to f (hillings 
v and eight pence by difallowing the two ihillings to be paid to the Officer and deducting fix pence per week 

out of the Chamber-Rent 

Tho. Pengelly. 



* See Priejiley's Experiments, &c. p. 28 1 » 
t Erafed. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

IPSWICH. On the ground-floor is a work-lhop •> and a night-room for men : up 
ftairs a night-room for women. None of them, nor the court fecure. Claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors not hungup. Keeper, a worded manufa&urer : falary, 
£17. No fees. Prifoners, no allowance. Employment, fpinning worded, and 
turning a twifting-mill. 

The above was the date of the prifon in 1776, but at my vifit in 17791 I found 
it greatly improved. The two work-rooms and chambers now are 20 feet by 14. 
The court 40 feet by 34, 

1774, Dec. 8, Prifoners 1. *779> April 5, Prifoners o. 
1776, Feb. 7, - - 3. 1782, July 9, - - 2. 
Nov. 18, - -2. 

WOODBRIDGE. Two rooms, lately enlarged, 28 feet by 16 : in thefe are beds 
and bedding : the lower one is 9 feet high. To each are three windows and a 
fire-place. The court is alfo enlarged out of the keeper's garden, and made 
fecure. Salary, ^15. Prifoners allowance, two pence a day. No firing: no 
water : no employment. 

1776, Feb. 7, Prifoners 9. 

1779, April 4, - - 1. 

1782, July 9, - - 4. 

BECCLES. A room on the ground-floor, called the ward, a chamber for women, 
called the upper zvard, a day-room with a fire-place ; and a dungeon 7 deps under 
ground. In the ward is a window to the dreet which is highly improper, as I have 
always feen numbers of idle perfons crowding about it. No proper feparation of 
the men and women. Only one court. The keeper has a large garden.— Salary, 
.£11 : 10 : o. Licence for beer (a riotous alehoufe). Claufes againd fpirituous 
liquors not hung up. Fees, 6s. %d. Allowance, a two-penny loaf a day (weight, 
July 9, 1782, 200Z.). Thirty (hillings a year for draw. ^5 a year for coals. 
When prifoners work they have half the profit. 

1776, Feb. 6, Prifoners 3. 
1779, April 2, - - 9. 
1782, July 8, - - ifi. 

At my vifit in 1779, the keeper (hewed me an old table of fees on parchment, 
which I here copy. 

i The 

4 
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Beccles. The Gaoler's Fees for the County of Suffolk agreed upon 29 of March 1676 by the Juftices of the Peace 

underwritten. 
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Inprlmu for every perfon committed in court • 
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hem for every perfon committed out of court - 
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hem for every perfon committed upon warrant or procefs • 
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hem for every perfon committed upon execution - 


0 
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him to the turnkey - - 


r\ 
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Item for every perfon upon his acquittal for felony - 
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Item for every perfon committed upon outlawry - 


O 


10 
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lam for every prifoner lodging in the gaoler's bed for every night taking no diet in the 








houfe ------ 


O 


0 


6 


Taking diet - 


O 


0 


4 


If he find his own bed and take diet - 


O 


0 


i 


If he take no diet - 


O 


0 


4 


htm for every prifoner that is not a felon that will go into the ward and lye there for every 








night - - 


O 


0 


z 


hem if two lye in one bed and take diet in the houfe for both - 


O 


0 


6 


If they take no diet ------ 


0 


0 


8 



For xhe two beft chambers in the houfe as they can agree. 

Henry Felt on Antfo. Gawdy Tho s . Edgar 

Rob*. Brake TJ:o*. Bacon Charles Milton 

Tko Smith Tbo<. Bade 

Ex per Ro. Clarke V. C. P. Com. 
Since allowed by the Judges at the Affizes at Bury. 



LAVENHAM. A work-room below : a chamber for men ; only one room for 
women ; none of them fecure. The prifon is out of repair. At a former vifit 
I heard that a prifoner had efcaped, for which the keeper was fined, though the 
negleSt lay in the magiftrates. Two more, lately efcaped through the plafter wall. 
Prifoners always kept within doors; the court not fecure: no water: no ftraw. 
Keeper's falary, ^15 : 14 : 8. No fees. Employment, fpinning wool. There is 
no proper fcparation of female prifoners. An old out-houfe and ftable of the keeper's 
might be made convenient for them, — At my laft vifit, 1 found the -magiftrates had 
fent to the keeper a number of thumb -femes for fecuring prifoners, 

1776, Nov. 18, Prifoners 2. 

1/79, April 6, - 3. Impreffed Men 15. 

-rr Sc p- 2 5> - - 3- 

3782, July co, - - U 

CLARE. A work-room. Two lodging-rooms with boarded bedfteads. No 
chimneys. The work-room clofe glazed, and made offenfive by a clofet in it. 
No court. Prifoners have no accefs to the well of fine water. The prifon is 

thatched, 
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thatched, the walls are clay, but the men's lodging-room boarded; and the whole 
of it is ruinous: the prifoner in 1776, a women, at work, in irons. No allowance. 
Each prifoner pays a penny a day for ftraw, &c. Keeper a weaver: falary 
£13 : 13 : 4: no fees. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. At my 
firft vifit in 1779, the three prifoners, though they were women, had each a heavy 
chain, and the two imprefled men had chains and logs. No Juftices have vifited 
this prifon for many years. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoner 1. 

1779, A P ril 6 f - - 3. Imprefled Men 2. 

Sep. 25, - - 1. 

1782, July 10, - - o. 

MILDENHALL*. Two rooms the lower 10^ feet by 10, and the upper 12 feet 
by 8. No fire-place: no court: no fewer, Claufes againft fprituous liquors not 
hung up. — The prifon is ruinous > not fecure : keeper has a garden: his falary 
£10 : no fees. 

1779, Sep. 24, Prifoner o. 1782, Feb. 5, Prifoner u 

IPSWICH Town Bridewell, Is in the bridewell hofpital for boys. Two rooms 
17 feet by io^- No fire-place. 

1782, July 10, No prifoners. 



BURY St. EDMUND's GAOL. 

This prifon for the franchife or liberty of Bury St. Edmund's, is the property of 
Sir Charles Davers. The court is fpacious, but not fecure: at my vifit in 1779, they 
were repairing it, and making it fecure by chevaux de frife: none had the ufe of it 
without paying a (hilling a week. On one fide of it are feveral rooms for debtors: one 
of them is a work-room. On the other fide, is a large dungeon down three fteps ; 
which is the day and night-room for felons: the men are chained to ftaples fixed in 
the barrack-bedfteads. No ftraw. There is another dungeon down a ftep or two; 
feldom ufed. No proper feparation of men and women-felons. The late gaoler tcld 
me that in the winter of 1773, ^ ve ^ied °^ ^ ma ^~P 0X - No apothecary then; 

# 

* The work-houfe, or houfe of induftry for this parifh, fituated near the church, was one of the 
cleanell I ever faw. Here were upwards of fort/ perfons at my nrll vifit, and at my lafl vifit fixty. 
nine, whofe countenances befpoke their fatisfattion and the attention paid to them. If all the parilhes 
had been as careful to promote cleanlinefs and induftry in their own work-houfes, there would have 
been no occafion for parilhes uniting in houfes of induftry, mod of which I have vifited in this and 
the adjoining county. 

R f but 



$o6 



SUFFOLK, 



Norfolk Circuit. 



Bury- but one is appointed fince; falary jT^o. No infirmary: no bath: aft for pre- 
ferving the health of prifoners not hung up, A chaplain; and prayers twice a 
week: falary, ^50. Keeper, no falary: fees, debtors 8j. 8d. felons 6s. Sd. A table 
of fees is nozv hung up, the fame as in the county gaol at Ipfwich. Licence for beer 
and wine. I always found a number of people drinking, as at a common alehoufe. 
Allowance, debtors none, felons a three-penny loaf every other day (weight, July 
1782, lib. 6oz.); and from the fifth of November to the Saturday before Lady- 
day, felons have two bulhels of coals a week, and debtors four; both from a legacy 
of which no memorial in the gaol. In a Defcription of Bury printed 1771, there 
is an account of feverai ancient donations and bequefts to prifoners. Whether 
they be now totally funk, or the coals be from fome of them, I cannot fay. — A poor 
widow of eighty years of age, committed March 6, 1780, for a fine of was here 
at my laft vifit. 

At aflize, twice a year, prifoners of both fexes brought from Ipfwich, are confined 
four or five nights in the dungeon here defcribed. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c 

1774, Dec. 9, 10, 15. 1779, April 5, 18, 5. 
1776, Feb. 8, 11, 18. 1782, July 10, 16, 11. 
Nov. 18, 5, 6. 

BURY Bridewell. This, it is faid, was in former times a Jewifh fynagogue. 
It has a large work-room ; a room for men, and another for women; all up flairs, 
and out of repair. A fmall court (13 feet by 9): no water. Keeper's falary £6; and 
four pence for each prifoner's ftraw : fees, one (hilling. 

1774, Dec. 9, Prifoners 2. 1 779, April 5, Prifoners 2. 
1776, Feb. 8, 1. 1782, July 10, o. 
Nov. 18, - - 1. 

SUDBURY Gaol and Bridewell. Has for debtors a day- room with a fire- 
place-, and two little rooms for them to lodge in, about 7 feet by 5 each. A room«r 
for men-criminals, with a fire-place and a loom: another for women; this alfo has 
a fire-place. A court, not fecure; and the water not acceflible to prifoners. They 
have no allowance. Keeper, no falary: fees, 4^. no table. Claufes againft fpiri- 
tuous liquors not hung up. 

1776, Dec. 6, Prifoners o. 

1779, Sep. 25, - - o. 
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COUNTY GAOL at WARWICK. 



GAOLER, 

Salary, 
Fees, 



WiUiam Ree. 
none. 

Debtors, £0 : 14 : 6. 
Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, £8:0:0 each, he paying clerk of afiize£i 
Licence, to turnkey for beer, 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a loaf of 3$. every other day. 
Garnifti, £0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. 

1773, Nov. 22, 23, 9. 

J 3- 



Warwick. 



1 : o for each. 



*774> 



10, 



*3> 



33- 



1776, 0<5t. 30, 
1779, Mar. 2 6> 
1782, May 1, 



Debtors* Felons 8cc. 
2 2, 7. 
22, 25. 



32, 



I lo 



1776, Jan. 6, 24, 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Mtfen. 

Duty, Sunday and Friday. (See Remarks.) 
Salary, ^50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Weak. 

Salary, £zo for gaol and bridewell. 



ONE court for debtors, and men-felons. Women-felons have a feparate court, Remarks. 
day-room, and two fmall night-rooms (7 feet 10 inches by 6 feet 8), aperture only 
7 inches by 6. They ufed to be loaded with irons-, now they have none. Men- 
felons have a day- room: their night room is in an odtagonal dungeon about 21 feet 
diameter, down 31 fteps; damp and offenfive : the gaoler on going down took 
a prefefvative. Two cells in another dungeon for the condemned. Prifoners are 
tried in the county clothing : there are twelve fuits for men, and fix for women*. 

Debtors common day-room is the hall, which is alfo ufed as a chapel. For 
mafter's-fide, ten or twelve rooms, fome of them the Rooks Nejt, where alfo is the 
free ward. All the debtors rooms were very dirty. — No infirmary : no bath. The late 
gaoler Mr. Roe (uncle to the prefent) died in 1772, of the gaol diftemper ; and fo 
did fome of his prifoners. No water then, but now plenty. The felons allowance 
of bread is judicioufly fixed by weight, not variable with the price. 



* See a better praftfee at Reading in Berkfiire. 
Rr 2 
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Debtors have in common from a legacy thirty fliillings a year; and from another 
legacy eight three-penny loaves twice every month. Na memorial of either hung 
up in the gaol. 

The juftices of this county have taken the gaol and bridewell under confideration, 
and propofe that debtors and felons, and alfo men and women, in both, (hall be 
entirely feparated. A chapel and infirmary alfo are defigned. May it not be hoped 
that gentlemen fo confiderate will not continue the damp and offenfive dungeon 
which has only an aperture level with the court, 3 feet diameter? — In 1782, many 
rooms for debtors were finiflied, which open into paffages only three feet wide. It 
feems by what is done, that the plan is adapted more for (hew than for fecurity, 
health, or convenience. 

There were hung up in the debtors hall, fome rules againft profanenefs, rioting 
and drunkennefs, with penalties annexed ; but I was forry to find among them that 
€ i Every debtor at his or her firft coming muft pay for garniflh, 2 s. 6d" 

At my laft vifit, I was informed there had been no divine fervice except to the 
condemned, for near two years, 

A TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES, 



As fettled— by his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace— at the General Quarter Seflions— held at Warwick 
—the 10th day of July 1759 according to the directions of an Aft — for the Relief of Debtors, &c. 







S. 


D. 


Every prifoner that lies on the keeper's fide if he has a bed to himfelf, pays by the week 


0 


2 


6 


Thofe prifoners on the keeper's fide and have a bed between two, pay each by the week 


0 


1 


6 


For entering every a&ion againft each prifoner ... 


0 


3 


0 


For difcharging every action againft each prifoner ... 


010 


6 


To the under-ftieriff for every difcharge .... 


0 


4 


0 


For receiving and entering every declaration ... 


0 


1 


0 


For a copy of each warrant againft each prifoner ... 


0 


1 


0 


For every certificate of the caufe of a prifoner's being detained in prifon in order 


for 






being difcharged ...... 


0 


3 


0 


F Stratford M Wife W Ruddetford J Bird 


C Bean 







We the Judges of Aflize for the county of Warwick have reviewed and do hereby confirm the above 
Table of Fees. Given under our Hands this 24th day of Auguft 1759. 

T. Parker 
J a Hewitt 

" A true Copy." 

In this gaol is hung up the following 
ORDER. 

War*wickjbire } to oviV* At— General Quarter Seflions— 12th January— 13th of George III— and in 
the year 1773 before Jo/eph Davie Clerk, John Ingram, Samuel Ajlwrtb Efqrs- 

Ordered 
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WARWICKSHIRE. 



Ordered and it is the opinion of this Court— that the gaol be always kept clofe (hut up and no Warwick, 
perfons admitted therein, or permitted to continue there after nine in the evening between Michaelmas 
and Lady-day, and ten in the evening between Lady-day and Michaelmas, except in cafes of real 
neceflity or bufinefs. 

J Hewitt Clerk of the Peace* 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WARWICK. 

This prifon, the only county bridewell, is too fmall. For men, a work-room Bridje- 
(19 feet by 16) and two lodging-rooms. For women, two rooms in a little feparate 
court. No water: the handle of the pump is on the outfide of the wall. The 
whole prifon clofe and offenfive: might be enlarged on the ground adjacent. 
Allowance, one pound and a half of bread a day. Keeper's falary now, £40 : fees 
4s. %d. table now hung up. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors hung up. Mr. Muffin 
(chaplain to the county goal) formerly read prayers here once a week. 

Committed in the year 1772, prifoners eighty-five — 1773, one hundred and 
eleven — 1774, one hundred and twenty-three — 1 77 5, one hundred and twelve — 
1776, eighty-nine — 1777* one hundred an d three — 1778, one hundred and two— 
1779, one hundred and thirty — 1780, one hundred and twenty-fix — 1781, one 
hundred and eleven. 

At my laft vifit, the prifoners were all at work; beating hemp, fpinning flax 
or jerfey, or carding wool. Their earnings for the county amounted, in one 
quarter, to £4 : 12 ; 3. 

£} « D. 

And from July 10, 1780, to OA. 2, - 5:8:0. 

Jan. 9, 1781, to April 24, - 4 : 16 : o- 
0&. 3, to Jan. 15, 1782, 9 : 1:2. 

1774, Nov. 10, Prifoners 1. 1779, March 26, Prifoners 12. 
1776, Jan. 6, - - 5. 17&2, May 1, - - 10. 
0£t. 30, - - 12. 



COVENTRY 
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COVENTRY CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 



Coventry. GAOLER, Bafil Goodc. 

Salary, £11, now taken off. 
Fees, Debtors, 



Felons, 



"S, ~) r 

; \ c ° ■■ 

Tranfports, j£8 each. 
Licence, Beer, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, i lb. of bread a day. 
Garnifh, £0 : £ : o. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &e. 

1 773, ^ ov - 20 > 9> 7* I 779? March 26, 11, 3. 

1776, Jan. 7, 16, 10. Nov. 25, 5, 4. Deferters4. 

OA. 30, 7, 5. 1782, May 1, 8, 2. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harper. 

Salary, none: he makes a bill. 

Remarks. THIS gaol, built about 1772, is in a clofe part of the city. I was (hewn a fine 
fpot which fome gentlemen very judicioufly preferred. It has eight lodging rooms 
for matter's- fide debtors; and the common ward. Women- felons have only one 
room, and that without a fife-place. The men have a day-room. To their dungeons 
there is a defcent of 12 fteps to a paflage only 4 feet wide: the four dungeons are 
about 9 lfet by 6 : at the upper corner of each, a little window, 1 1 inches by 7. 
All are very damp, dirty and offenfive: we went down with torches. Only one 
court for all prifoners. No ftraw; no infirmary: no bath. Rooms might be made 
for criminals in the area where the old county-hall ftood ; in which cafe, the horrid 
dungeons need not be ufed, and the fexes might be feparated. Neither claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors, nor the aft for preferving the health of prifoners, are 
hung up. 

One of the felons, James Ward* received his majefty's pardon, on condition of 
his going to fea. Mr. Francis Waters^ clerk of the aflize, wrote in the letter which 
enclofed the pardon (which was dated Auguft 25, 178 1), " The fecretary of date's 
" fee is £1 : 7 : o and my fee ^1 : 1 : o. which you'll take care to receive on the 
u back of the pardon from the officer who receives him." As no officer would 
3 take 
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take him on condition of paying this, together with 195. 4^. the gaoler's and Coventry 
under-lheriff's fees, I found the poor wretch in May 1782, languishing in prifon on Gaou. 
his pound of bread a day. 



Coventry. 



TABLE OF DEBTORS FEES, 



As fettled— by his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the City of Coventry— at the General Quarter 
Seffions of the Peace held at the faid City— the 12 day of January 1778, according to— an A£t of 
Parliament — the 32 — George the II. — for the Relief of Debtors. 
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Every prifoner that lies on the keeper's -fide if he has a bed to himfelf pays by the week 
Thofe prifoners on the kceperVfrie, and have a bed between two, pay each by the week 
If on the common-fide each prifoner weekly .... 
To the gaoler for difcharging every prifoner committed or detained in his cuftody 
To the turnkey on every fuch difcharge - 

To the under-lherifF for every difcharge ..... 
For receiving and entering every declaration 4 
For a copy of each warrant againft each prifoner - 
For every certificate of the caufe of a prifoner being detained in prifon in order for being 

discharged - - - - - - -.030 

Sam!. Vale^ Mayor. John Minjler. 

John Clark. Th*. L. S?nitb. 

20 March 1778. I have reviewed the above Table of Fees, and do hereby eftablifti and confirm 
the fame 

W. H. Ashurst* 



COVENTRY CITY BRIDEWELL. 
■ 

Two rooms for men; two for women; all clofe and offenfive. No court: no 
water acceffible to prifoners: no fewers: no employment. Keeper's falary, : fees, 
one (hilling. 

This was the ftate in 1776; but now the old town-hall adjoining is made into 
a work-flhop, and two lodging-rooms for men : the women have their feparate room 
and court, and water is laid into both apartments. — If the floor of the work-room 
were flags, and the lodging rooms had crib-bedfteads, this prifon might be kept 
very clean. 

1776, Jan. 7, Prifoners 6. 1779* Nov. 25, Prifoners 1. 

Oft. 30, - - 3. 1782, May 1, - - 4* 

1779, March 26, - - 1. 



BIRMINGHAM 



3 i2 WARWICKSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 

BIRMINGHAM TOWN GAOL. 

Bi r. m i n a- The gaol for this large populous town is called the Dungeon. The court is about 
Tcvvn 2 5 ^ cet fq aare - Keeper's houfe in front; and under it two cells down 7 fteps: 
Gaol. t he ftraw is on bedfteads. On one fide of the court two night-rooms for women, 
8 feet by 5 feet 9 inches; and fome rooms over them: on the other fide is one fmall 
day-room for men and women, and the gaoler's Jlable (from which the litter is flung 
into the court) :* above was a free ward for court of confcience debtors, a fizeable 
room, with only one window 18 inches fquare. Over it is another room, or two. 

At fome particular times here are great numbers confined. Once in the winter 
1775 there were above 150, who by the care of the magiftrates had a fupply of 
proper food, broth, &c. In November 1782 I found thirty-nine perfons who had 
been apprehended the preceding night by a fearch-warrant, but moft of them were 
difcharged that morning. — Allowance, ^d. a day in bread and cheefe. Licence for 
beer: fees, 2 5. no table. Neither claufes againft fpirituous liquors, nor a£t for 
preferving theliealth of prifoners, are hung up. 

1774, Nov. 10, Debtors 7, Offenders 2. 

1776, Sep. 11, - - 7, - - 5. 

I 779> Au g- 23, - - o, - - 8. 

1782, June 24, - - o, - - o. Deferter 1. 

Nov. 26, - - o. - - 3. - 1. 



BIRMINGHAM Court Prison for Debtors. Two rooms below: and two 
above with beds, for which each prifoner pays is. 6d. per week. Only one day- 
room for men and women: a court 13 feet 10 inches by 13 feet: no water. Court 
of confcience debtors are here confined, who by 25th Geo. II. are difcharged in 
forty days* Fees, $s. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. The pri- 
foners are not permitted to work. The keeper informed me that he was obliged 
to pay a fhoe-maker's debt of fixteen or feventeen (hillings and cefts, for permitting 
him to finifh a piece of work which he had begun before his confinement. 

1782, June 24, Prifoners 7. . 
1782, Nov. 26, 3. 
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COUNTY GAOL at LEICESTER. 



15 



GAOLER, Samuel Jordan^ now William Jordan. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors, 
Felons, 

Tranfports, If only one, £8 ; if more than one, £7 each. 
Licence, Beer, to deputy % 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors,') a four-penny loaf every other day (weight once lib. 8oz. 

Felons, I twice lib. 50Z.) 
Garnifli, Debtors, ^0:4:0. 

(See Remarks.) 



Number, 

1773, Nov. 16, 

1774, April 4, 

i775>J an - 3> 
Nov. 11, 

CHAPLAIN, 
Duty, 
Salary, 

SURGEON, 
Salary, 



Felons, o 

Debtors. 

16, 

16, 

'7> 



3 i 

Felons fca. 

3- 
11. 

7- 

2. 



o. 



1776,0ft. 29, 
1779, March 27, 
1782, May 2, 



Debtors. 
20, 



Felons ice. 

5- 
10. 

4 



Deferter 1. 



Rev. Mr. Pigot. 
Sunday. 

Mr. Mafon. 

£15 forjdebtors and felons. 



FOR mafter-fide debtors nine or ten rooms. Day-room common. The free 
ward, the cellar, is a dungeon, 29I feet by 9, and 6 feet 8 inches high, down 7 fteps 
and damp-f; two windows; the largeft about 15 inches fquare. Felons day and 
night-rooms are dungeons from 5 to 7 fteps under-ground. They fleep on thick mats 
on the floor ; which, if cribs and coverlets were added, would be better than ftraw. 
The whole clofe and offenfive. Court fmall, 36 feet by 17 feet 4 inches. No chapel. 
Two rooms lately built for an infirmary : but the gaol is not convenient or healthy. 
In 1774, three debtors and a felon died of the fmall-pox. Of that difeafe I was 
informed few* ever recover in this gaol. The caftle-hill is near the Ihire-hall, and is 
a fine fpot for air and water. 

* See page 26. 

t This feems to be the low moijl dmigeon that was complained of by a debtor in this gaol, in his Letter 
13th Nov. 1690, fent to Mo/es Pitt, a prifoner in the Fleet; who printed it, with other letters from pri- 
soners, in his Cry of the Opprejfed 1691. By this, and one or two more of the letters in that little tra£, 
it appears that fome inconveniences which I obferved in gaols, and have fet down in my remarks, are of 
Jong ftanding, 

S f Claufes 



Leices- 
ter. 



Rem 
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Leices- Claufes of the aft asainft the ufe of fpirituous liquors painted on the fame board 
County as the table ^ ees * T ^e ac ^ P releLV J n g ^ health of prifoners not hungup. 
Gaol. Here, as in many other gaols, is an ufelefs tub, inftead of a bath for cleanlinefs and 
health *. An infcription on a board is fixed over the gate, " No money to be afked 
for by turnkeys or prifoners, for garnifh or any other pretence whatever/* 

In this county they make an annual colle&ion by a kind of voluntary brief. The 
gentlemen of the grand jury recommend it to the clergy : moft of whom promote the 
collection in their refpeftive paiifhes. The thanks of the grand jury to forty-eight 
clergymen by name, were inferted in the Lekejler Journal of Feb. 16th f 775 ; for the 
fatisfadtion of thofe gentlemen and other contributors. There is a table of the fum 
received from each parifh ; and a lift of debtors clothed or difcharged ; and an 
account of the expenditure of the remainder in feeding and warming all the prifoners 
in the inclement feafon. The collections in 1774 amounted to ^74- I found in 
1776 the accounts were kept, and the application of the money chiefly dire&ed by 
John Simpfoiiy Efq. of Leicefter. I wifh every county would imitate this exemplary 
benevolence : and I wilh every county that does fo, a ftcward equally faithful and 
affiduous. — I am forry to find the collection fall fhort. It amounted in 1779 only to 
£12 : 5 r6; — in 178a, to £6 : 1 : g; — and in 1781, to £3 : 18 : o. 

Le'aflerfhire. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Keeper of this Gaol. 

£. S. D. 

For lodging of every prifoner per week - • . - O 2 4 

Foj gaol fees for difcharge of every prifoner - • - o 13 4 

For the turnkey - - - - - a 2 o 

A room of every prifoner who finds his own bed per week - - -010 

A room, called the cellar* for debtors if they find their own bed - -000 

For the copy of every warrant or commitment - - - -010 

For figning the certificate in order to obtain a fuperfedeas - - o 1 q 

Thomas a Buket ZcJJioks. July la. 1759* 
We whofe Names are hereunto fubferibed his MMjefty's Juftices of the Peace in and for the County of 
Leiajltr, do hereby allow of the above Fees to be taken. 

JV Wr'ighte. Ch HiUchinfon John Danvers TV. Cant. 

V/e the Judges of Affize for the County of Leicefter have reviewed and do hereby confirm the above Table 
of Fees. Given under our Hands this 17th Day of Auguft 1759 

T. Parker Ja. Hewitt* 

" The above is a copy of the original." 

r 

* In my prifons I have mentioned that there is m bath, though baths are ordered in all gaols in the 
A& for preferring the health of prifoners. I would here alfo remind gentlemen, that when baths are pro- 
vided in compliance with the aft, if they be not made convenient, fo that felons in their irons may commo- 
dioufly ufe them ; and if there is no allowance for foap and towels ; thefe prifoners will receive little or no 
benefit from them, and will never bathe but when actually compelled. 

LEICESTER, 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS, 

LEICESTER. Three rooms below for men : five above for women ; one of thefe Bride- 
not ufed, becaufe not fecure. No chimneys. Court not fafe for prifoners to be WELLSs 
allowed the ufe of it. Allowance xozv, two pennyworth of bread a day, after a 
month's confinement. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. There was 
painted on a board, " By order of the Court at Eafter Seffions 1778, that there 
" fhall be no ale or beer brought into this Prifon on a Sunday, nor after Seven 
u o'clock in the Evening on a week-day. 3 ' 

In a former edition I fuggefted, that if a wall were built with brick, inftead of 
the clay-wall, there would be no need of a chain and log, to fecure the prifoners in 
the court. The apartments alfo would be more airy, and men and women might 
be feparated, if the narrow court were enlarged from the orchard, which was let by 
the keeper for £6 per annum. 

At my laft vifit, I found the court enlarged, and a wall built ; but there is not 
a proper feparation of men and women. The prifoners now are without the chain. 
This prifon is white-wafhed once a year; and kept remarkably neat and clean. 
The prifoners do not lie on the floors, but very properly their mats are on cribs or 
bedfteads. Keeper a wool-comber, his falary .£21 : he pays window-tax 14 s. 

Committed from Eafter Seffions 1779 to 1780, prifoners forty-four — from 1780 
to 1781, fifty-nine — and from 1781 to 1782, forty-eight. 

1775, Jan. 3, Prifoners 3. 1 779, Mar. 27, Prifoners 8. 

1776; Oft. 29, - - 2. 1782, May 2, - - 2. 

MELTON-MOVVBRAY. Two rooms about eleven feet by nine: no chimney. 
Keeper's falary, £4. He formerly paid rent for a cottage, but the county has lately 
built him a little dwelling of three rooms. — No court, nor any room for one. No 
water. 

1776, Sep. 25, *779* Sep. 2r t 1782, May 2, No prifoners. 

HINKLEY. This prifon has a work-room ; a vaulted lodging-room for men; 
another for women (10 feet by 8). Mats upon bedfteads : no water. Keeper's 
falary, ^4 : fees, 2 s. 6d. notable. He was alfo mailer of the work-houfe adjoin- 
ing-, in which the poor then looked healthy, were cheerful, clean, and at work ; 
but at my laft vifir, it was far otherwife. 

1775, Oft. 30, 1779, March 2S, 1782, May 1, No prifoners. 

Sf* LEICESTER 
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LEICESTER TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

Lei cis- GAOLER, Henry Cottlfon, afterwards Samuel Jordan, now William Jordan, 
TER * Salary, none : he pays rent £3. 

Fees> 

Tranfports, £10 each. 
Licence, Beer to deputy. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, | twQ p ence a j a y eac h j n bread (zvt. May 17&2, lib. 11 0%). 

Garnifli, Debtors, £0:4: 6. 

Felons, o : 2 : 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons ice,. 

1774, April 4 % 5, 5. 1776, 0£. 29, 1, 2. 

*775> J an - 3> J > 2 - *779> Mar - 2 7» 3> 2 - 
Nov. 11, 1, o. 1782, May 2, 2, 3. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Maule. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 

Remarks. A common day-room 12 feet by 9: two rooms above for fuch as pay. Down 
five fteps a dungeon for men-felons another for women ; another for common-fide 
debtors. This gaol is too clofe, and is never white-wafiied : it has a court with 
plenty of water, and yet the fewers are very offenfive. Neither claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors, nor the aft for preferving the health of prifoners, are hung up ; 
but there is now a table of fees. 

At my lad vifit, William Slack, one of the felons had received his majefty's free 
pardon (April 9), and was ordered " to be fet at liberty" figned Shelburmi but for 
the fees of the fecretary of ftate (£1 : 7 : 6) and clerk of aflize : 1 : o) the par- 
doned criminal was ftill in prifon. 



Borough of Leiccftcr in tht County of Leicefter. 

A Tab le of Fees to be taken by the Keeper of his Majefty's Goal for the faid Borough* 

l. S. D. 

For lodging every prifoner per week - - - • -024 

For a room of every perfon who finds his own bed per week • - -010 

For the gaol fees for the difcharge of every prifoner - c .0134 

For 



Midland Circuit. 



LEICESTERSHIRE. 



3'7 





4 


S. 


D. 


For the turnkey - 


0 


2 


0 


A room called the debtors room if they find their own bed to pay 


0 


0 


0 


For the copy of every warrant or commitment - 


0 


1 


0 


For figning a certificate in order to obtain a fuperfedeas - 


0 


1 


0 


At the delivery of every declaration - 


0 


1 


0 


Attending upon every prifoner to give bail, fpecial bail, habeas or any thing" necefTary to 








go out of goal for every mile travelling - 


0 


1 


0 



Michaelmas Seflions 1776. 

We whofe names are hereunto fubfcribed three of his Majefty's JulKces of the Peace for the Borough of 
Leicefter aforefaid do hereby allow the above Fees to be taken (the 13 s. \d. above to the gaoler and the 
2 s, to the turnkey where the prifoner againft whom no bill of indittment (hall be found by the grand 
jury, and who, on his or her trial fhall be acquitted, or who (hall be difcharged by proclamation for- 
want of profecution, only excepted.) 

Will Burkton, Recorder- Rob 1 . Peach. Jof b . Johnfon. 



We the Judges of Aflize for the borough of Lelcejler aforefaid have reviewed and do hereby confirm the 
above Table of Fees, Given under our hands this 22d day of March 1 777. 

G. Nares. 
S. S. Smytre. 

4< This is a true copy of the original/ 5 



LEICESTER TOWN BRIDEWELL, 

Is in the town gaol ; down five fteps, two fmall rooms for men> and two for 
women. Keepers falary augmented to ^5. 



1776, Odt. 29, Prifoners o. 
1779, March 27, - - . o. 
1782, May 2, - c. 
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COUNTY GAOL at DERBY. 



Derby. GAOLER, Bfyth Simp/on. 

Salary, £20. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, 



Felons, J *° 
Tranfports, £5 : 17 : o each, (See Remarks.) 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors,') per week, each two nine-penny loaves, and felons 
Felons, J annually for coals ^2:12:0, 

Garnifh, £0:3:6, and £0 : 1 : 2 for coals, &c. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtor*. Felons 

1773, Nov. 18, 4, 3. 1776, Oft. 29, 10, 7. 

1774, April 2, 8, 10. I 779> May 14, 12, 6. Imp. 5. Def. 3." 

1775, Nov.13, 12, 8. 1782, Jan. 23, 13, 12. Deferter - i. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Seal, now the Rev. Mr. Henry. 
Duty, Tuefday, Thurfday, Saturday. 
Salary, £30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Harrijbn. 

Salary, £30 for debtors, felons, &c. Three guineas for travelling charges 
to quarter feflions, to report the ftate of the gaol. 

•Remarks. THIS gaol, built in 1757, is in an airy healthy fituation. — The debtors court 
and ward very properly feparate from thofe for felons, but not from the bridewell. 
The debtors floors are bad tarras, not eafily wafhed. The windows in general too 
fmall and clofe glazed. — The bridewell, in the debtors court, has a large work-room, 
and two lodging-rooms for women, and alfo the condemned room. — The gaoler has 
£30 a year as keeper of the bridewell, and £10 in lieu of tranfports. — In the felons 
court there is for men a day-room, -and down 3 fteps a dungeon, 234 feet diameter : 
for women a day-room, and two fmall night-rooms the latter are too clofe, 74 feet 
fquare. A neat chapel, but the ceiling too low : a bath ; prifoners wafh in it before 
affize and quarter feflions : a copper juft by to warm the water. — Above are two 
rooms for an infirmary. There is alfo a new room or parlour at the keeper's houfe, 
with windows to the felons court : this cirenmftance keeps them quiet and orderly. 
The county allows eight guineas a year for ftraw. 

A perfon goes round the county about Chriilmas to gentle teji's houfes, and begs 
for the debtors. He carries a book, in which the giver enters his name, and dona- 
tion. The whole amount, generally about £14. 

TABLE 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

Derbyjbire, to wit. At the General Quarter Seflions — held at Bafowelt— on Tuefday the firlt week 
after the tranflation of St. Thomas the Martyr (to wit) the ioth — July — 4th year of— George III. — 1 764> 
before the Rev. Sir John Every, Bart, the Rev. John Simp/on, Clerk, Philip Gel/, John Twigg, Henry 
Thor/ihilJ, and Jof^h Brigg?, Efquires, Juftices, &c. 

Leonard Fojbrooke, Efq. Sheriff, 
It is ordered — that the following— Fees— be taken by the Keeper— and no other. 

£> s. D. 

For the lodging of every prifoner in his houfe per week - - - -026 

For the difcharge of each prifoner out of cuftody tt - - * • o 13 4 

To the turnkey - - - - - - - 020 

For the copy of every warrant - - - - - - eio 

For figning a certificate, in order to obtain a fuperfedeas - - -020 

For regiftering each declaration - - - - - -010 

For attending with every prifoner in order to give bail, or be otherwife difcharged - 020 

And it is further ordered, that the Clerk of the Peace do caufe this Order to be printed, and the 
Keeper of the Gaol — do obferve the fame upon pain of being profecuted according to law. 

By the Court, Heathcote Clerk of the Peace, 

We the Judges of Affize for the County of Derby have reviewed and do hereby confirm the above written 
Table of Fees. Given under our hands — at Derby the 1 ith day of Auguft 1764. 

T. Parker;. E. Clive. 



Derby 
County 
G aolo 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at CHESTERFIELD. 

This houfe, given, as I was informed, to the county for a bridewell, was built in 
1614. For men, a room or ceLlar 17 feet fquare under the keeper's houfe; down 
8 fteps; but level with the ground behind it; provifion generally put through a • hole 
in the floor, 6 inches fquare. A room for women up flairs. No ft raw. Nothing 
allowed by the county for conveyance to quarter felTions. Keeper's falary, now £%o. 
No fees : no allowance : no employment. Claufes againfl fpirituous liquors not hung 
up. A court is now made from one of the keeper's gardens; and there is a cellar for 
the women, of the fame dimenfions as that for the m&> in which I faw a fick objedt 
committed for baftardy *.. 



* I am apprized, that by an aft (7th James, c. 4.) juftices of the peace are empowered to commit 
lewd women to the houfe of correction, there to be confined and fet to labour, for the term of one whole 
year; but the woman is not to be apprehended till. the child be born, and me has recovered her ftrength* 
See Dalt. c. 1 u B r» 207. 

Before this rigorous law is put in execution, however, gentlemen would do well to inquire whether 
overfeers of the poor have not procured fuch warrants only to /avi pari/b expences ; and for that purpofe, 
aggravated the crime and mifreprefented the condition of the culprit. In the prefent inftance, ana in too 
many others which I have known, I believe this to have been tne cafe ; and diat much cruelty has been 
exercifed both on the mother and child, by a commitment of the woman to her miferable habitation, 
while yet in a very weak ftate. 

*77 6 > 



DERBYSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 

1776, Jan. io, Prifoners 2. 1779, May 14, Prifoner 1. Impreffed 3. Def r . 1. 
Oa.28, - - 1. 1782, Jan. 24, - - 3. Deferter 1 *. 

DERBY TOWN GAOL 

Is alfo the bridewell. Two rooms for debtors j one for felons ; three for petty 
offenders. Prifoners always locked up i the narrow court or paflfage, only 7 feet 
by 34, not being fecure, is of little ufe. The whole ruinous, dirty and offenfive. 
Gaoler has a large garden behind the prifon. No falary as gaoler; as keeper of 
bridewell, £5. Fees, debtors 6s. 8d. felons 35. 6d. no table. Garnifh 35. 6d. on a 
paper in the debtors kitchen. Allowance to debtors and felons, one fliilling and fix 
pence weekly in bread. Licence for beer. 

1776, Oft. 29, Debtors 2. Felons &c. 2. 

1779, May 14, - o. o. 

1782, Jan. 23, - - 4. - - 2. 

CHESTERFIELD Gaol, For the hundred of Scarfdale, is the property of 
the duke of Portland; to whom, or to his fteward, the gaoler pays ^18:12:0 
a year. Only one room with a cellar under it to which the prifoners occafionally 
defcend through a hole in the floor. The cellar had not been cleaned for many- 
months. The prifon-door had not been opened for feveral weeks, when I was there 
firft. There were four prifoners, who told me they were almoft ftarved : one of 
them faid, with tears in his eyes, " he had not eaten a morfel that day;" it was 
afternoon. Their meagre fickly countenances confirmed what they faid. They had 
borrowed a book of Dr. Manton's - 9 one of them was reading it to the reft. Eacl^ 
of them had a wife^ and they had in the whole thirteen children, caft on the^P 
refpeftive parishes. Two had their groats from the creditors ; and out of that 
pittance they relieved the other two. No allowance : no ftraw : no firing : water 
a halfpenny for about three gallons, put in (as other things are) at the window. 
Gaoler a bailiff, lives diftant. I found in this prifon a ftrong bedftead, which had 
been compafilonately left by a poor prifoner, that it might be fome relief to his 
unhappy fucceffors. 

1776, Jan. 10, Debtors 4. 1779, May 14, Debtors o. 
Oft. 28, I. 1782, Jan. 24, - o. 

* This deferter had been before confined here for defertion, his brother was in another prifon for the 
fame offence ; they followed the example of their father, who was a deferter, and was afterwards 
tranfported ; and their grandfather was a dragoon, who defertcd with his horfc and accoutrements, and 
was never taken. The keeper's mother, who was a near neighbour to the grandfather, was my 
informant. 

N OTTINGHAM- 

J 
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COUNTY GAOL at NOTTINGHAM. 
GAOLER, Richard Bonington. Nottinc- 

° HAM, 

Salary, jC^o. 

Fees, Debtors^ ^ 

Felons, ^ *' 

Tranfports, £j : 17 : 6 each. 
Licence, Been 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day. 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread and a halfpenny in money- 
every day (weight of three-penny loaf in Jan. 1775, 
lib. 14^2. in Sep. 1779, 2 lb. 30Z.J 

Garnitfi, prohibited. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &cv 

1773, Nov. 17, 4, 12. 1776, Sep. 25, 4, 10. 

1774, April 3, 12, 2. 1779, 19, 12, 5. 

1775, J aru 4» 10 > *• I782> Jan. 21, n, 6- 
Nov. 12, 4, 11.. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Anderjon. 

Duty, Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bettefon, now Mr. Patridge. 

Salary, £20, now £30, for debtors and felons. 

THE gaol is on the fide of a hill. For mafter's-fide debtors only three rooms. Remarks. 
Down a8 fteps are two rooms for criminals who can pay, and a condemned room. 
Down 12 fteps more are deep dungeons, cut in the fandy rock, very damp: one of 
which is 23 feet by ij, and 7 feet high: another, nearly circular, is about 12 feet 
diameter: the ftraw on barrack-beds. 

At my laft vifit, the felons court was more airy, the wall being paliiadcd 5 they had 
both well and river water; and there was an entire feparation of debtors and felons. — 
The women have one bed, in a room in the turnkey's lodge. When there are more 
than two women, they are at night in one of the dungeons. 

For bathing here is (not, as in moll other county gaols, an inconvenient and almoft 
ufelefs tub — but) a large and commodious bath, fupplied with river water; and a copper 
juft by, to warm it when necelTary. The infirmary is near it, which has two rooms. 
The a<5l for preferving the health of prifoners is neatly painted over the keeper's door. 
The juftices have allowed the gaoler to fupply the fick with better nouriftiment, &c, to 

T t the 
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Nottinc- the amount of feven fhillings a week. Gentlemen fo remarkably confiderate and humane 

HAM will, I hope, abolifh the unwholefome dungeons. 
C (3aol Y The P r ^ oners ^ ave th e choice of wheaten or houfehold bread; the weight of the 
former, three fourths of the latter. 

Tranfports condemned at aflizes had, with the king's allowance of two (hillings and 
fix pence a week, the county-bread. 

Here (as at Derby) a man goes round the county about Chriftmas, and begs at gen- 
tlemen's houfes for the debtors. He carries a book, and gentlemen write in it their 
names, and donations. The amount, about £30 a year; in 178 1 it was ^34. 

No chapel. Service is performed in a parlour, which is too fmall. 

Prifoners are tried in clothes provided for that purpofe by the county *. 

In the account fent up to London of tranfports in this gaol in 1776, was one 
William Berks. This man obtained his majefty's pardon. Mr. Francis JVaters y clerk 
of aflize, in his letter fent with the pardon, charges ftate office fees^i : 7 : 6, my 
fees ^ 1 17:8. For thefe, and the gaol fees, the pardoned criminal was detained in 
priforu 

TABLE OF FEES. 
Nontnghamjhire. At the Quarter Seflions held at the Shire-Hall 14th January 1760. 

£. S. D. 

For lodging and board of each prifoner when he lodges and diets with the gaoler, by the 

week - - - - - - - 070 

For each when he hath a room and bed of the gaoler and diets himfelf, by the week - 020 
For each when he hath a room of the gaoler, and finds his own bed and diet per week - 006 
For the difcharge of each prifoner - - - - - 0134 

And to the turnkey for the fame - - - - - -014 

The gaoler is to take notice if he takes more than the above fums he is liable to forfeit to the 
party aggrieved for each offence the fum of fifty pounds (exclufive of the penalties infli&ed by former 

afts). 

We diredt the Deputy Clerk of the Peace betwixt now and the next Seflions to put Copies of this Table 
in the r#fpe&ive Courts within this County where the General Quarter Seffions are held, and alfo in 
fome confpicuous open place within the faid Gaol, in order that the fame may be infpedled as occafions 
may require, and be preferved in the faid Gaol, to be reforted to at all feafonable times in the day time 
without paying any thing for the fame. 

■M. Mujiers W. Bilb'u H. Sherbrooie 

J. IVhite JV»>. Kirke Geo. Ma/on. 

Having reviewed the above Table of Fees, I do hereby confirm the fame. Witnefs my hand the 26th day 

of March 1760 

H. Bathurst\ 

A true copy examined with the original by me 

John Hurjl deputy clerk of the peace. 



* See a more judicious pra&iee at Reading. 
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A true copy examined with the original by me . 



Gaol. 



Nottinghamjhire* A Table of the feveral Gifts, Legacies and Bequefts— for the benefit — of poor Prifoners Notti ng- 
in the common Gaol of this County, as fettled by us his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace — this 18th day of ham 
Jan. 1760. Purfuant to the late Aft of Parliament and according to the bell information we can get, as Countv 
follows. 

By John Sberwin Efq. of Nottingham, the yearly Aim of four pounds, paid quarterly out of an eflate at 
Bramfcott, in this county, purchafed by Mr. Stir-win's father of fome of the defendants of Henry Handky 
Efq. who left this charity. 

By Abel Smith Efq. of Nottingham, purfuant to the directions of the will of Mr, Alii Collings deceafed, four 
fhiilings monthly for coals for the prifoners. 

We are informed that forty (hillings a year, was formerly left by fome of the family of Hutchinfon, 

Efquire. But that the prifoners have not received the fame for thefe twenty years paft. 

We do not know of any other gifts, legacies, or bequefts, except the general collection made in the county 
for the prifoners every Chriftmas. 

We order this table to be tranfmitted to the deputy clerk of the peace for this county, to be entered among 
the rolls of the feffions, and copies thereof to be made and hung up by him in the refpe&ive courts, where 
the general quarter feflions are held — there to remain and be infpe&ed — And alfo to caufe another copy — 
to be tranfmitted to the keeper of the faid gaol to be forthwith hung up by him there, in fome public place, 
and in a confpicuous manner, — fo as the prifoners may have free refort thereto, at all feafonable times in 
the day time, without paying any thing for the fame. 

M. MuJIers IF. Bilhie H. Sherhrocke A. C. Stanhope... 

J. White IV". Kirke Geo. Ma/on 



John Hurjl. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SOUTHWELL. 

This is alfo ufed as a prifon for thofe manors in this county which belong to the Bride- 
archbifliop of York. , we ll. 

In front of the court, is a room on the ground-floor, in which were two men; one 
of them fentenced for three years, the other for feven: and a damp dungeon down 10 
fteps, 14 feet fquare and j\ feet high ; the window 2 feet 10 inches, by only 8 inches. — 
The date on this part is 1656. — In the back court is a new building with two rooms on 
the ground floor, and two above : one of the latter is an infirmary. The rooms are 
about 15 feet by 12, and have chimneys, but no firing is allowed by the county. No 
pump in this court: for the women, a court might be made out of the keeper's garden. 
Claufes of adt againft lpirituous liquors not hung up. Apothecary, Mr. Hutchinfon', 
he makes a bill. Allowance, three-halfpennyworth of bread. A three-penny loaf 
weighed 1 lb. $\ oz. at my firft vifit; at my fecond, 2 lb.ii at my third, of good houfe- 
hold bread, lib. 11 oz. \ at my laft vifit, the three-halfpenny loaf weighed 1 2 oz. Some 
of the prifoners were making Ihoemaker's pegs at three-halfpence a thoufand (the 
keeper fells them for three-pence) ; and fome fpinning flax; half the earning is the 

T t 2 keeper's* 
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South- keeper's. Here was committed a fhoemaker for twelve months, with an order (highly 
W * LL * improper) that he fhould not work at his own trade. Keeper's falary, £45 : fees, 3 s. 6d. 

no table : but now there is painted on a board over the keeper's door, <f The fees of 
this place is, three fhillings and fix-pence. N. B. None is exempt from paying but 
common vagrants." He informed me that a few years ago, feven died here of the gaol- 
fever within two years. 

i77S 5 J an - 4> Prifoners 9. *779> Sep. 20, Prifoners 17, 

1776, Sep. 24, - * 13. 1782, Nov. 17, - - 9. 



NOTTINGHAM TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Richard Bonbiglon, the county gaoler. 
Salary, £8. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 8 : o if underlie. 

o : 14:8 if from any court in London* 

Felons, o : 14 : 8. 

Tranfports, - 7 : 17 : 6 each* 
Licence, See County Gaol. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpence in bread, a day. 
Garnilh, prohibited. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 17, 5, 2. 1776, Sep. 25, c, o. 

i775> J an - 4> 3> o. 1779, * — l 9> : > o. 
Nov. 12, 5, 2. 1782, Jan. 21, i, 1. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none ftated. The mayor orders one when wanted. 

Kemarks. THIS gaol has been lately repaired and much improved. Three rooms on the 

ground-floor, two chambers, and two garrets : a dungeon down twenty-two fteps, which 

I was informed has not been ufed for fome years : a back court fupplicd with water. 

Debtors have from a legacy one fhilling a week for coals. Collected in the town for 

prifoners about £4 a year. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

A table of fees was hung up, dated the 10th of April 1777, figned by Tho. Sands, 

Mayor, Rich. Butler and John Fellows, Aldermen, and confirmed by W. H. Ashurst, 

funilar to that in the county gaol. 

6 NOTTINGHAM 
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NOTTINGHAM TOWN BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms: no fire-place: a dark dungeon down nine fteps. No court, although Nottinc- 
there is ground before and behind the houfe. No fewer. Water in a kitchen, where 
there is a bed for prifoners who can pay two pence a night. Allowance, a three- 
penny loaf every other day. Here is a mill for grinding horfe-beans. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary, £3 ; fees, is. + d. 

1776, Sep. 25, Prifoners o. 
1779, Sep. 19, - - o. 
1782, Jan. 21, - - 2. 

NEWARK upon Trent TOWN GAOL, and BRIDEWELL. 

Two rooms arched with brick, the largelt up flairs 12 feet by 11. The two windows 
being towards the ftreet, it is impofiible to prevent fpirituous liquors, &c. from being 
conveyed to the prifoners. No court: no water: no fewer. Keeper lives at a public 
houfe at a little diftance: falary, for the bridewell, £1 : fees, 4J. no table. Allowance, 
three-halfpence a day : no ftraw. Among the various improvements that are making 
in this town, may it not be hoped the corporation will make fome addition to this prifon 
from their ground behind it? 

1776, Sep. 23, Prifoners 2. 

1779, Sep. 20, - - o. Deferters 2. 

1782, Nov. 17, - c. - 4. 

B ASFORD Prison, for Debtors. This is his majefty's gaol or prifon of the 
court of record of his honour of Peverel, and additional limits of the fame in the 
counties of Nottingham and Derby. Thomas Lord Middleton high fteward. One room 
with three beds. The keeper faid he had another little room for women-prifoners ; but 
having none of that {ex, he made ufe of it for his fervants. The houfe is his freehold. 
Fees, 13 s. 4^. by the court- roll. — The debts were from forty fhillings to fifty pounds, 
but now are from ten pounds * to fifty pounds. 

1776, Sep. 24, Prifoners 3, 1779, Sep. 20, Prifoners 2. 
• See 19 Geo. III. Cap. LXX, 
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COUNTY GAOL, LINCOLN CASTLE. 

Lincoln. GAOLER, Ifaac Wood. 

Salary, none. But £154 a year to fupply prifoners as below; and to pay 

land-tax, &c. ( See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors,^ 

Felons, : 14 : 4 ' 

Tranfports, £8:8:0 for each: and 13 s. \d. (fee Table of Fees.) He paid the 

clerk of aflize a guinea for each. 
Licence, Beer: which the gaoler brews. He lets, the Tap, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, if certified as in Remarks, fame as felons. 

Felons, each weekly 8 lb. of bread, and 2 d. for beef : in common 
yearly £2, for coals: £z, ftraw; £2, oatmeal. 

Debtors. Felons &c. 

1779, May 6, 22, 14. 
1782, Feb. 1^ 30, 3. 

Dutch prifoners of war 7 *. 



Garnifli, 


1° ■ 2 ! 


6. 




Number, 




Debtors. 


Felons &c. 


i774> 


Jan. 27, 


22, 


II. 




Oft. 29, 


I4> 


9- 


1776, 


Jan. 31, 




18. 




Sep. 23, 


12, 


3- 


CHAPLAINS; 


, Rev. Mr 


. Simp/on 


; and 



Mr. Welling, now Mr. Bennet. 
Duty, Mr. Simp/on, Wednefday and Friday ; Mr. Bennet, Sunday. 
Salary, Mr. Simp/on £5, &c. fee Remarks-, Dr. Waldgrave about £35 per 

legacy of Rebecca Huffey. 

SURGEON, Mr. Parnell. 
Salary, £20. 

m 

Remarks. THE caftle belongs to the duchy of Lancafter. The county pays ten fhillings a 
year. The gaoler, per contrail, to keep it in repair. A fpacious area of near feven 
acres. (6 A. 3 R. 27 P.) On the ground-floor are the gaoler's apartments, the tap- 
room, &c. 

For mafterVfide debtors, fix fizeable rooms on the firft ftory ; and as many garrets. 
The floors of both ftories are tarras, and cannot be kept clean : the paflfages fix feet 
wide, with windows clofe glazed. 

The free ward for debtors is only a room at the end of the building, down 2 fleps. 
It is paved with fmall ftones, and is a thorough-fare to fundry places. Firft, by 

• See page 190. 

a trap- 
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a trap-door in the faid pavement there is a defcent of 10 fteps to two vaulted Lincoln 

dungeons for criminals, 8 feet high; one, the Pit, 14 feet by 21, window 2 feet by County 

14 inches ; the other, within it, the condemned cell, 14 feet by 7 \ window about 

9 inches by 18 : a little fhort ftraw on the floors : both dungeons offenfive. — It is alfo 

a paflage to the women-felons ward (which is 11 feet by 8) \ — and to the felons court 

(43 feet by 2&\)> and their fizeable day-room (15 feet by 19) : no water: no fewer; — 

and to a room for the clofer confinement of debtors who do not behave well. There 

are two rooms with beds for felons who can pay for them to which there is another 

way. 

No chapel: fervice is performed in the Shire-hall. No infirmary: no bath. The 
afl for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. The whole prifon is out of 
repair * and never white-waflied. 

Mr. Wood, befides the forementioned articles of his contraft, is to furnifh his pri- 
foners with pails, and other utenfils, to the amount of £2 a Y car > aQ d to pay yearly 
to prifoners in the King's Bench and Marjhalfea, two guineas ; all out of his falary of 

An order of the juftices is hung up, that for a debtor's being admitted to county 
allowance, it is required that he produce a certificate of his poverty figned by the 
minifter, churchwardens and overfeers of his parifh. The debtors make confiderable 
quantities of garters, purfes, &c. of a very good fort ; moft of which they weave in a 
cheap, but convenient hand-frame. 

Mr. Simp/on s falary, £5, is from a legacy of 'Thomas Hejleden \ and for attending con- 
demned criminals he has five guineas from the fherifF. Mr. Thomas Hejleden left alfo 
£2 a year, for the better maintenance of the poor prifoners in the caftle. For the pay- 
ment of thefe two legacies, he bound an eftate called Works Chantry at Lincoln. His 
will was proved September 21, 1720. 

Thomas Robert Jenkinfon, by will (proved February 13, 1772,) left the intereft of 
£120 to the debtors in this prifon, to be equally divided among them annually on 
Eafter Monday with this provifo, that if the whole intereft for one year is fufiicient to 
difcharge any one debtor, within fourteen days of the time of payment, the faid fum fhall 
be applied for that purpofe, at the difcretion of his truftees. 

Rebecca Hujfey, by her will, proved in London 10th May 1715, bequeathed the 
intereft of £1000 to releafe poor debtors from this caftle; but no debtors have received 
the benefit for many years paft f . 

* If the gentlemen mould build a new gaol, it may be hoped it will be a more fubftantial building than the 
county hofpital in this city, and not with fuch tanas floors. 

f On a tomb-ftone in the cathedral, is an infeription, noting that Clement Wood, interred there, was thirty- 
eight years gaoler of the caftle, and of the city gaol. 

A Table 
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Lincoln A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler or Keeper of the Gaol for the County of Lincoln— 
County ^ or Government — fettled purfuant to a late Aft for Relief of Debtors, Sec. 



Gaol. 





S. 


D. 


o 


6 


8 


o 


I 


3 


o 


2 


<S 


o 


2 


6 



Every prifoner lhall pay to the gaoler at his firft coming into gaol fix /hillings and eight- 
pence - - - 

Every prifoner that will lodge in any chamber in the houfe fnall pay to the gaoler for his bed* 
weekly - - - - - - ' - 

If he will have the whole bed to himfelf, to pay weekly - 

But if two or more debtors lie in the fame bed then to be paid arnongft them weekly 
And that the four chambers on the firft floor fhall be held and kept for fuch only as board in 
the houfe. 

Every prifoner for debt to pay but one fee to the gaoler for his difcharge out of the prifon 
"though he Hands committed in feveral actions, and the fee to be no more than fix (hillings 
and eight-pence - - - - - - o 6 S 

To the turnkey on the faid difcharge, one fhilling - - - - - oio 

Every felon to pay to the gaoler upon his difcharge out of prifon thirteen fhillings and four- 
pence - - - - - - - " 0l 3 4 

To the turnkey on the faid difcharge, one fhilling - - - - - oio 

The gaoler having the care of the felons condemned for tranfportation, fometimes three 
months, fometimes fix months, and often longer, to be paid for each felon by the treafurer 
out of the county-money when he is taken out of gaol thirteen (hillings and four- 
pence - - - - - - - o 13 4 

Every prifoner committed from the bar, by the Judge of afTize or feffions to pay to the gaoler 

for his difcharge thirteen fhillings and four-pence - - - - 013 4 

Every prifoner that will eat at the firft table to pay five (hillings a, week to the gaoler for his 

lodging and diet having three meals a day - - - -050 

If he eats at the fecond table then he fhall pay but four fhillings a week for his diet and 

lodging - - - - - - -.040 

Every debtor that lies in the common grate may provide himfelf with a bed, bedding and fheets, and purfuant 
to the aft have neceffaries of life from any place — between fix in the morning and fix at night from Lady- 
day to Michaelmas — between eight and four from Michaelmas to Lady-day — no more than one quart of 
ale a day — brought in to one prifoner, to prevent difturbance, Sec, 
Every debtor — whom two juftices — adjudge neceffitous *— and every felon fhall have 8 lb. weight of vvhole- 

fome houfehold bread, and 1 lb. weight of beef f delivered to them weekly. 
Every debtor (hall quietly — go to his chamber, between Lady-day and Michaelmas at nine in the evening — 
and betvteen Michaelmas and Lady-day at eight and no later 5 whofoever fhall refufe — fhall on proof be 
deprived of his beef and bread by a juftice for a time at difcretion. 
If any gaoler, turnkey or other officer, or any prifoner — require any — money from a new-come prifoner— 
either for garnifh money, chamber-money- — cards — feeing Lufey Tower — or any other account whatfo- 
ever, Shall — if a prifoner, lofe his allowance for a time at the difcretion of a juftice — if the gaoler, &c. 
be punifhed as an extortioner according to law. 
If the gaoler or any of his fub-ofFtcers fhall at any time from hence think it fafe to take off any felon's 
irons, if a common felon he (hall pay thc.fum of two fhillings and fix-pence a week and no more— 
If a gentleman or better fort of criminal then he fnall take the fum of five (hillings per week and no 
more \. 

* See Remarks preceding, 
f Inftead of this they have two pence. 
J This order being fomewbat fingular, I have tranferibed it verbatim* 

Any 
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Any perfon removed by habeas corpus to pay the fame fees as other prifoners when difcharged. Lincoln 
A prifoner making water— fo as to annoy— or waftring hands in the backet — to lofe his allowance for County 
a time, &c. Gaol. 

We his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace for the Divifion of Lindfey, in the County of Lincoln, Affembled 
—at Spiljby have examined the above Table of Fees with the Rules and Orders— and do allow 
and confirm the fame— the 12th day of April 1768 

JV". Majfmgberd H : Bejl Ric Wright W Marjhall Ed WIS 

We his Majefty's Juftices — for the Divifion of Kejlcven— affembled— at Sleaford— do allow and confirm 
the fame— 13th April 1768 

John Thorold Rob' Burne Ded Jones Leo : Brown. 

We his Majefly's Juftices — for the divifion of Holland— affembled — at Bo/lcn—&o allow and confirm the 
fame 14th July 1768 

Ri Falkner H. B. Pacey Ri Fydell J Linton Jun r . R. Fydell J Calthorp. 

Wc the Judges of Aflize for the County of Lincoln have reviewed the above Table of Fees with the 
Kules and Orders— and do hereby confirm the fame.— This 25th day of July 1768. 

T. Parker. 
E. Clive. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

GAINSBOROUGH. Two lodging- rooms *, and a day-room below, and two Bride- 
rooms up ftairs : a court 33 feet fquare, in which is a new work-room: no water ; wells. 
no ftraw: no allowance: the prifoners were beating hemp at four pence a (tone. 
Conveyance to quarter feffions at keeper's expence. His falary, ^30. No fees. — 
Might be improved on the keeper's garden. 

1776, Jan. 30, Prifoners 3. 

1779, May 6, - - §• Lunatics 3. 

1782, Jan. 31, - - 4. - - 2. 

FOLKINGHAM. In this prifon under the keeper's houfe are five damp rooms 3 
two of which were ufed for a lunatic, who was confined here fome years. The 
men's lodging-room (18 feet by 9 feet 9 inches and 6 feet 9 inches high), has 
only an aperture in the door a foot fquare into the work-room. The women's 
room is 13 feet by 8, and 6 feet 2 inches high. — In another room 2c^ feet by 
12 (called the old gaol), you .go down by a trapdoor in the floor feven fteps into 
a horrid dungeon (10 feet fquare, $1 feet high). No chimney: finall court: 
no pump : no fewer. Yet a woman with a child at her bread was fent hither 

* I was furprifed to find a lunatic of the other fex lodge in the room appropriated ro the ntmmn. 

U u for 
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for a year and a day : the child died. Conveyance to quarter feffions at keeper's 
expence. His falary, £37: out of which he muft allow each prifoner fix- 
pennyworth of bread a week. Fees, qs. 4^. no table, 

1774, Oct. 28, Prifoners 4. *7 8 2> Feb. 2, Prifoners 2. 

1779^ May 5, - - 2. Lun. i\ 

SPALDING. This prifon, lately built, has feveral fizeable airy rooms 13 feet 
by 10 : chimneys in two of them. A work-room 28 feet by 94. The under- 
rooms vaulted, i2~feet by 94, and 7 feet high : the entrance is by a trap-door 
from the upper rooms. There is a pump now in the court, which not being 
fecure, the prifoners have no accefs to it. Allowance, three pence a day. When 
they work they have three fourths of the profit •, turnkey, the remainder. Claufes 
againfl fpirituous liquors hung up : as alfo is the late aft for preferving the 
health of prifoners, neatly painted on a fmall board. Keeper's falary, ^38 : fees,. 
5 j. no table. Surgeon's falary, £12. In the twelve years preceding 1782, 
there were 473 prifoners, of whom 41 were debtors. — By the aft for the court 
of requefts for the hundred of Elloe, in this county, the debtors fhall remain in. 
confinement three months. 

1776, Feb- 2, Prifoners 4.. 1779^ Oft. u 3 Prifoners 2. 

1779, Mar. 29, 7 - 13. 1782, Feb. 3, - • 4- 



LINCOLN CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Francis Toyn. 
Salary, ^20. 
Fees, Debtors, 



± ^o : 6 • 8, 

Felons, 



Tranfports, £10 each. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allpwance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, one (hilling a week. 
Garnifh, one (hilling, 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &o 

1774, Jan. 27, 3, 2. 1779, May 6, 1, o. 
1776, Jan. 31, o, 1. 1782, Feb. 1, 1, I. 
Sep. 23, o, 2. 



CHAPLAIN, none. 
SURGEON, none. 



THIS 
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THIS gaol, at the Stone-bow gate, has one large room for men-debtors, one Remark*. 
fmaller for women, both up flairs : in each a fire-place. The rooms for criminals 
are two dungeons down three fteps ; clamp earth floors. In one of tbcm(i3 feet 
4 inches by 12 feet 2 inches) is a cage in which the fickly criminal I faw at my laft 
vifit, was locked up at night. No court : no water acceffible to prifoners : no ftraw. 
The ad for prefer ving the health of prifoners not hung up. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors, fairly written on parchment, were framed and hung up*. 



City of Lincoln and County of the fame City, to wit* 

A Table of— Rates and Fe es— fettled by the Juftices— at a General Quarter Seffions— held at 
the Guild-Hall — within the firll whole week next after the Tranflation of St. Whotkas the Martyr to 
wit, on the 14th day of July in the 33d— of Qeo*g£ II— 1759 purfuant to— an A& for Relief of 
Debtors &c. 

£■ S. D. 

Every debtor that lies in a bed belonging to the keeper is to pay one (hilling weekly and 

no more - - - - - - - o 1 o 

Any debtor that finds a bed and places it in the common room is to pay nothing for his 

lodging - - - - - - . 000 

Every prifoner for debt is to pay one fee to the keeper for his difcharge out of prifon 
though he (lands committed in feveral anions and that fee no more than fix millings 
and eight pence - - - - - - - 068 

Every felon is to pay to the gaoler for his difcharge out of prifon fix millings and eight 

pence and no more - - - - - -068 

If not continued in prifon above a week then to pay only three (hillings and four pence 034 

Every prifoner that will eat with the gaoler is to pay for his lodging and diet weekly 

four (hillings and fix pence having three meals a day - - -046 

Every prifoner committed from the bar by the judge of aflize or feflions is to pay the 

gaoler for his difcharge three (hillings and four pence and no more - -034 

Rob. Obbinfon^ Mayor Gcr. Gibfon Rob 1 . Drevjry 

Jn\ Hostin Eiv d . Fcwlir John Brown 

Rob f . Thkkfon John Wilfon Brox'\ Brown 

Jn\ Davics £chv d . Letherland 

We the Judges of Aflize for the city of Lincoln and County of the fame City have reviewed this 
Table of Fees and do hereby confirm the fame. Given under our Hands this 9th day of Augufl: 1759. 

T Parker 
Ja Hewitt. 

Examined by Jofp. Ptart Clerk of the peace. 



* On my obferving to the keeper, how properly thde claufes againft fpirituous liquors were hung 
up, he informed me, that both the debtors and felons ufed to be ferved with them from the public 
houfes; but that upon having nearly loft his life from one of the felons who was intoxicated, he 
copied out the claufes from Burn, fhewed them to the publicans, and thus put an end to the practice 
— When I have inquired, in fimilar* prifons, whether thefe claufes were hung up? the keepers have 
frequently replied; How is it poflible for us to prevent liquors being handed in at the flreet windows ? 

Uu 2 BOSTON 



33* 



LINCOLNSHIRE. 



Midland Circuit* 



Boston, BOSTON Town Gaol. This is alfo the bridewell. Two damp offenfive 
rooms about 14 feet fquare, and over them two rooms for women (one the bed- 
room 9 feet 3 inches by 6 feet 4 inches, with only an aperture in the door 7 inches 
by 5) ; and two rooms adjoining for debtors. No court : no water. Claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Salary, as gaoler, j£io; as keeper, 
Fees, is. 6d. 

1779, 0«fl. 11, Debtors o, Felons 2cc. 2. 
1782, Feb. 2, - - o, ... o. 

STAMFORD Town Gaol. The gate which was the old prifon is taken 
down, and a new prifon is built at the town- hall. One good room for debtors in 
the keeper's houfe : for other prifoners two cells, 10 feet by 8, and 71 high : the 
window in each only 2 feet by 5 inches: and a bridewell-room 16 feet by 8: the 
window here alfo too fmall, 2 feet by 1 foot 8 inches. 

Allowance to felons, two pence a day. Salary, as gaoler, £4; as keeper, 
^3:6:8. Licence for beer and wine. Acft for prefer ving the health of prifoners 
and claufes againft fpirituous liquors, not hung up. This new gaol, inftead of 
being on a more humane plan, is worfe than the old prifon was for felons. The 
court not being fecure, the prifoners are always locked up in their offenfive and 
unhealthy cells. Fees, fee Table; which, though not figned, nor hung up in the 
new gaol, I transcribe for the Angularity of an article or two. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Feb. 10, o, 1. 1779, Sep. 21, °* °* 
- Sep. 26, o, 2. 1782, May 3, o, 2. 

The Town or Borough of Stamford in the County of Lincotn* 

A Table of Fies fettled Sec. — at the Quarter SefTions held by Adjournment 28th Auguft 1729 &c. 

£. & D. 

For every arreft upon bail - - . - - - OIOO 

For waiting Tor bail one (hilling per hour 

Bail fees to the gaol - - - - . . -060 

For diet each day, if not find themfelves - - - - - o I O 

For lodging each night, if not find themfelves - - - -004 

If they find themfelves bedding, then for cleaning the room each week - - o 1 0 

For Felons Sec. that lie on the Common- fide. 



10 o 



For Gaoler's fees for the gaol - - - - . c 

To the fmith ironing and taking off - - • m -020 

Lodging for each night - - - . . -002 

To the perfon who executes fentence of pillory, burning in the hand, or whipping - 010 

To the keeper of the houfe of correction for every perfon commuted for the firft night 006 

Every day that perfon continues in cuftody for attendance - - -001 

RUTLANDSHIRE. 



Midland Circuit. RUTLANDSHIRE. 333 



COUNTY GAOL at OAKHAM. 

GAOLER, William Lurnley> now Henry Lumley. Oakham 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, „ 

Felons, ; 1 10 > 

Tranfports, £10 each. 

Licence, Beer. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, > ., , ir 

Felons, J three-halfpence a day each, in bread. 

Garnifli, one fhilling. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors* Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 23, o, o. 1779, Mar. 28, 5, 5. Deferters % m 

1775, Nov. 10, 1, 2. Sep. 2i 3 3, 1. 

1776, Sep. 26, o, o. 1782, May 3, 2, 3.. 
CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. BuUhant,. now Mr. Ifrrry. 
Salary, ^5 : 5 : o. 



THIS is alfb the county bridewell and the town gaol 5 yet I found it twice Rim 
empty. On the ground-floor is a day-room or kitchen for debtors : — a day-room, 
and two fmall vaulted night-rooms for felons; one of which being quite clofe (11 feet 
by 6 feet 4 inches), the gaoler has made apertures in the door. — Up flairs are two 
rooms ftrongly planked with oak : in each of them are two beds, for thofe that pay. 

There is a large work-room, but there were no rooms proper for the feparation of 
men and women, or of bridewell prifoners from felons. Lately one room has been 
fitted up in the barn for that purpofe, with a chimney. The whole prifon is thatched. 

The felons court is parted off with ftrong wooden palifades ; which intercepting 
the pump, the juftices have been fo confiderate as to put down another pump in the 
felons court. They have alfo ordered the gaoler to provide fome clothing for the 
mod deftitute prifoners. His falary as keeper of the bridewell is £20. No table of 
fees. Aft for preferving the health of prifoners, and claufes againft fpirituous liquors, 
not hung up. 

The prefent gaoler's father, grandfatVcr nd great grandfather, held the fame 
office. 



A R KS. 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 



COUNTY GAOL at NORTHAMPTON. 



North- GAOLER, John Scofield. 

Salary, vozv £$o. He pays the county £40 a year. 



,rS 'ko : , 5 : 4- 



Fees, Debtors/ 
Felons, 

Tranfports, If two, JT*] each; if more, £6 : 16 ; 6 each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pennyworth of bread a day (wt. Jan. 1775, i\oz.) 
and now two pence for meat, 
Garnifli, Debtors, £0:6:0. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c, 

1773, Nov. 15, 9, 8. 1779, Mar - 2 5> 1 4y 9- 

1774, April 5, 6, 4. Nov. 24, 15, 15. 

1775, Jan. 2, 8, 7, 1782, July 14, 19, 10. 

*77 6 > 5' 7^ I2 - 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. MZfer. 

Duty, Sunday, Tuefday, Thurfday. 

Salary, £40. 
SURGEON, Mr. Kerr. 1 Salary, none. 
APOTHECARY, Mr. Breton. J They make a bill. 

Remarks. THIS gaol is alfo the county bridewell; but petty offenders are kept feparate 
from felons. Mr. Scofield had a falary of ^36 : 10 : o as keeper, and now as gaoler 
he has £30 added. Three courts; but the two for felons are too clofe. No ftraw. 
The county have built feven commodious rooms (7 feet 9 inches by 6 feet), for 
felons; yet there are ftill two horrid dungeons ti fteps under ground, over which is 
a day- room for felons, and the condemned room.— The bridewell part conhits of 
one room, with a clofe bed-room, and a room over them, all made very oflfenfive by 
a fewer. The prifon was clean, and the gaoler attentive and humane to his prifoners. 
Debtors, felons, and petty offenders were at work, fpinning, making pegs for fhoo 
makers, 8cc. 

The chapel was the upper room in the gaoler's houfe, when it muft have been 
painful for prifoners loaded with irons to go up and down the (lairs; but now it is 
more conveniently fituated. No infirmary, nor bath. The a£k for preferving the 

health 
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NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 



health of prifoners, and claufes againft fpirituous liquors, not hung up. A table of 
fees is now figned and hung up : that which the gaoler fhewed me on my former vifits 
was neither dated, figned, nor hung up; which occafioned my faying in the ■ firft 
edition, " no table of fees." 

Northampton/hire, to wit. At the General Quarter Seffions of the Peace— holden at Northampton, in 
and for the faid County, on Thurfday the Sixteenth Day of January, in the Seventeenth Year of the 
Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third— before the Reverend John Hill, Doftor of Laws ; 
Amlrofe Ifti4* Efq. Bro:k Bridges, and Charles Addington, Clerks; JuAices of our faid Lord the 
King, afligned to keep the Peace within the faid County, &c. 

It is ordered, by this Court, that the following Rates and Fees be taken by the Keeper of his 
Majefty's Gaol for the faid County j and no other : 

£. S. D. 

For the lodging of every prifoner for debt, in his houfe, fer week, - • o z o 

For the difcharge of every fnch prifoner out of cuftody for debt, - - o 13 4 

Ditto to the turnkey, - - - - - - - 020 

For the copy of every warrant, - - . - - - 010 

For ligning a certificate, in order to obtain a fuperfedeas, - - -020 

For regiftering a declaration, - - - - - • o 1 o 

For attending with every prifoner in order to give bail, or be otherwife difcharged for 

debt, within the town of Northampton* - - - - - 020 

And it is farther Ordered, that the above Table of Fees be laid before the Judges, at the next 
Aflizes to he holden for the faid County, for their revifal and confirmation ; and, if the fame (hall be 
fo confirmed, that a Copy thereof be hung up in fome confpicuous part of the Prifon, and another 
Copy in the Grand -jury gallery. 

By the Court, 

Morgan, Clerk of the Peace. 

We, the Judges of Aflize for the County of Northampton, have reviewed, and do hereby confirm, the 
above-written Table of Fees. Given under our hands, at the Aflizes holden at Northampton, the 
fourth day of March, 1777. 

S. S. Smythe. 
G. Nares. . 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL So 

KETTERING. This prifon *s in the back court of the keeper's public houfe. 
On the front is an inscription, that u This houfe with fixteen dwellings were 
burnt Nov. 5, 1766/* A room for men lS-^feet by in which down 3 fteps 
is a lodging-room 8 feet by with an aperture in the door 15 inches by 11. 
Court feet fquare. For women, a fcparate court and a room about the fame 
fize as the men's day-room: dirt floors: windows clofe glazed. No water: no 
fewer. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary, £12. 
3 Feesj 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. Midland Circuit. 



Fees, is. 6d. Receives rent of the county £15 : 10 : o. — From new year's-day 
1780, to 1 78 1, here were a hundred and five prisoners. 

1779, Oft* 12, Prifoners 2. 1782, July 14, Prifoners o. 

OU^JDLE. Separate work-rooms, lodging-rooms, and courts for men and women; 
the whole is in a ruinous infecure ftate. It is rented by the county at £12 a year* 
Keeper's falary, £12. Fees 3J. 6d. no table. 

1 779, Sep. 22, Prifoners o. 

- Odt. 12, - - o. 

1782, May 4, - - 1. 

NORTHAMPTON TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms and a court for felons and petty offenders, and a room and a court 
for debtors. Uoth courts are towards the ftreet. Felons are allowed two pence 
a day each. The gaoler is a bailiff and fherifFs officer: licence for beer: he has 
no falary s pays rent, ^3. Fees, 13 s. \d. no table. 

1776, Jan. 5, Debtors 2. J779, Nov. 24, Debtor I. Deferter 1. 

1779, Mar. 25, - - 1. 1782, July 15, - - o. - - 4. 

PETERBOROUGH Gaol, For the liberty called the Soke, which contains 
thirty-two towns, is the property of Lord Exeter. It is now alfo the prifon of the 
dean and chapter of the cathedral church of the Borough of St. Peter otherwife 
Peterborough. 

Two good rooms for debtors, and down 3 fteps a room called the Gaol; near 
which is the condemned room : the court having power of life and death. The 
window in the gaol room being now flopped up, there is only an aperture in the 
door 13 inches by 7. No allowance. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and adt 
for prelerving the health of prifoners, not hung up. Keeper's falary, ^12: licence 
for beer: fees, ys. 8d. the table neither figned nor dated. He pays window-tax 
£1:6: o. 

1774, Oft. 28, Debtors 2. 
J 776, Sep. 26, - - 3. Deferter 1. 
1779, Sep. 21, 1. - o. 

1782, May 3, - - 1. - - 3. 

PETERBOROUGH Bridewell. For the Soke, as above, has on the ground- 
floor a large work-ftiop, and a room lately divided into a part for men, and another 
for women: no chimney. Up flairs, two rooms or hemp-warehoufes : the keeper 
.a hemp-dreffer. A fmall court (9 feet 4 inches wide), not fecure : prifoners always 

within 
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within doors. No water. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's 
falary only £8 : fees, 3 j. 6 d. no table. 

1774, 0£t. 28, Prifoner 1. 1779, ^ e P- 2l > Prisoner I* 

1776, Sep. 26, - 1. 1782, May 3, - - o. 

DAVENTRY Gaol. A room 3 feet under ground called the dungeon y 17^ feet 
by 11. No fire-place: no court: no water. The conftables are keepers. 

1776, Jan. 5, 1779, Nov. 24, 1782, Nov. 27, No prifoners. 

BRACKLEY Gaol. A room called the dungeon, 4 feet fquare, under the flair- 
cafe of the town-hall. Aperture in the door 8 inches by 6. The conftable is keeper. 

J 779> Odt. 13, No prifoners. 



Peteh- 
BOR.OVGH. 



OXFORD CIRCUIT. 
BERKSHIRE. 
COUNTY GAOL at READING. 



GAOLER, 
Salary, 
Fees, 



The Widow IVifeman \ afterwards "John Hill} now his Widow. 
£20. 

10. 



Reading. 



4- 

o each* 



Debtors, ^0:15 
Felons, o : 14 
Tranfports, - 2:2 
Licence, Beer. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three pence a day each. 
Garnifh, Debtors, £0:5:6. 

Felons, 0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec 

1773, Dec. 11, 11, 11. 
*774> July 29, 10, 6. 
1776, Jan. 1, 9 , 15. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Webfier. 

Duty, Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, £31 : 10 : o 

SU R G E O N, Mr. Ty Heard. 

Salary, £10 for gaol and bridewell. 

Xx 



1776, Sep. 25, 
1779, April 21, 
1782, March 5, 



Debtors. Felons &c. 

h 
9> 



8. 

9. Imprefled 19. 
11. 



READING. 
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Rr.n,«r READING. 

KEADINC 

C GA N oir The following verfes are written over the debtors grate to the ftreet : 

Oh ye whofe hours exempt from forrovv flow, 
Behold the feat of pain artd want and woe : 
Think, while your hands th' entreated alms extend, 
That what to us ye give, to God ye lend. 

Remarks. THIS gaol is too fmall for the general number of prifoners. Debtors and felons- 
have their courts teparated only by iron rails. The former have a kitchen : aad for 
the mafter's-fide many rooms ; and now a free ward. Felons, one day-room for men 
and women. The night-room for men is a large dungeon down four fteps : the 
prifoners broke out lately. A feparate night-room for women. The turnkey has 
now a lodging-room, over the felons dungeon, with an alarm-bell j fo that an efcape 
will be more difficult. Near this is the corjdemned room (11 feet by 10). There 
is lately fitted up a fmall room for an infirmary ; and another room or two : but no 
provifion made for feparating men-felons at night, except the convi&s, who have 
now two rooms and a fmall court on the debtors fide. Tranfports have not the king's 
allowance of 2J. 6d. a week. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. No 
ftraw : offenfive fewers. The chapel is much too fmall. The a& for preferring 
the health of prifoners was painted on a board in the debtors court; and at my laft 
vifit, the rules and orders. At the Lent afiize in 178a, none of the prifoners attended 
at church. I obferved that the women were not only chained together by their 
hands, but had heavy irons alfo on their legs, as they were conducted to the feflions 
houfe. 

When felons come to this prifon, they are wafhed, and clothes provided by the 
county are put on. The men have a Rufiia-drab coat and breeches, a flannel waiftcoat, 
two check fliirts, and two pair of yarn hofe : the women, a linfey woolfey gown and 
petticoat, a flannel petticoat, two dowlas fliifts, two pair of yarn hofe. Their own 
clothes a*e ticketed and hung up till the quarter feflions or afllzes > when they put them 
on again to appear in on trial. Afterwards the county-clothes are wafhed, mended, 
and purified in an oven, for the ufe of future criminals. The clothing aforefaid for 
twenty men and five women coft only £26 : 6 : 8. — A gentleman fent to this gaol for 
the prifoners thirty-fix rugs or coverlets which are now worn out. 

The Rules and Orders of this Gaol as fettled by the High-Sheriff and Juftices for this County 1781. 

£. S. D. 

Lodging for each debtor fcr week if furnifhed by the gaoler, for each bed - .030 
If occupied by two prifoners, each prifoner - - - O I 6 

On the difcharge cf a debtor, gaoler's fee on each warrant - - o 13 4 

Turnkey ditto - - - - . - 026 

The turnkey to attend the prifoners three times a day to bring them fuch provifions and neceiTaries as 
frail be required, v/g. For the hour of breakfaft, from nine to ten; — for dinner, from twelve to one; — for 
fupper- fiom fix to feven. 

VV COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

-HEADING. This is alio the town bridewell. It was formerly a church, and is a Bride- 
fpacious room, with four dark fuffocating huts on one fide for night-rooms, one WELLS - 
for men 16 feet by io\ and 6\ high: aperture in the door 8 inches by 5: ftraw 
worn to duft, not changed for four months; one for women 15 feet 8 inches by 
10 feet 9 inches; aperture in the door 7 inches by 5 : the two other rooms lefs.— • 
The county pays rent to the corporation. — It is dirty, and out of repair. Men and 
women are together in the day-time. No court: no water: allowance to felons, 
three pence' a day; and to petty offenders, two pint loaves each, every Sunday, and 
one every week-day. Keeper's falary, £18 from the county; £2 from the town: 
fees, 4 j. /\.d. no table: licence for beer: half the profit of the prifoners work : 
£2 a year to find them ftraw. Claufcs againft fpirituous liqtiors hung up: and 
there were on a board, fome orders to be obferved, approved by J. P. Andrews 
and Ferd. Collins, jufticcs, April 28, 1778 *% 

1776, Jan. 1, Prifoners 6. 1779, April 21, Prifoners 7. 
Nov. 1, - 6. 1782, March 5, - - 13. 

ABINGDON. Two dirty day-rooms ; and three offenfive night-rooms: that for 
men 8 feet fquare: one of the women's, 9 by 8 ; the other 4^ feet fquare: the ftraw, 
worn to duft, fwarmed with vermin: no court: no water acceflible to prifoners. 
The petty offenders were in irons : at my laft vifit, eight were women. Allowance, 
if felons, three pence a day. Keeper's falary, ^18 : fees, 4 s. ^d. no table. At all 
my vifits the prifoners had no employment. 

1776, Jan. 2, Prifoners 3. 1782, Dec. 25, Prifoners 13. Def. I. 

1779, Apr. 22, - - 3. 

READING TOWN GAOL or Compter. 

Two rooms in a public houfe (the Reading Arms) belonging to the town. The 
<cldeft fergeant has generally the refufal of it. No court : no water. Felons allowance, 
three pence a day. Keeper no falary : fees, 4 s. 4 d. no table. 

1776, Nov. 1, Debtors 2. 1782, March 5, Prifoners o. 

1779, April 21, Prifoners o. 

* By a letter I received, Jan. 1784, from the Rev. Mr. HoJghnfin, I am informed, that Mr. Wthpr, the 
late chaplain to the gaol, is dead, and that Mr. Hodgkinfon is appointed to fuccecd him at the gaol; and alfo 
to attend this bridewell on Sundays and Fridays, with a falary of £10 : 10 : c from the county, and the fame 
irom the town. He alfo acquaints me with fome alterations both here and at the gaol, which I hope may 
prove beneficial ; but as I never mention any particulars except from viy own infpeflien on the days marked 
for my feveral vifits, I muft beg to be excufed from noticing them. 

Xxa ABINGDON 



BERKSHIRE. 
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ABINGDON Town Gaol. Several rooms over a gate- way. The firft floor 
for debtors : above are rooms for felons &c. No court : no fewer : no water acceflible 
to prifoners. Allowance to felons, three pence a day. Keeper, one of "the fergeants 
at mace: nofalary: fees, debtors 3 s* 4. d. felons 6s. 8 d> no table: licence for beer. 
Women in irons. 

1779, April 22, Debtor 1. Felons &c. o. 
1782, Dec, 25, - - 1. - - 3. 

WINDSOR Castle Prison, for Debtors, Ineed not obferve that his Majefty 
is proprietor. The duke of Montague is conftable: he appoints a janitor with a falary: 
the janitor appoints a deputy, who for a houfe rent-free, and certain perquifites, does 
the duty. The prifon out of repair. It confifts of three rooms on the firft floor and 
three rooms over them. 

At my laft vifit I found that the old keeper had been murdered in the tap-room by 
a foldier, who alfo killed another, and was then (hot himfelf. This is not the firft 
inftance I have known of perfons being murdered in the tap-room of gaols. Such are 
the bad effefts of felling liquors in prifons. 

The preamble in the table of fees for the honour and caftle of Wind/or recites, <c that 
<f complaint having been made to me of fome abufes and irregularities committed in 
<c demanding and receiving fees — the table being defaced, fo that the words and figures 
iC are hardly legible/' &c. This table was made May 10th, the firft year of George II. 
1728, fubfcribed Carlijle* There feems the fame ground of complaint with refpeft to 
the prejent table being defaced. As the fees are lower here than in moft other prifons* 
the table fhould be preferved to prevent impofitions. 

1776, March 1, Prifoners 2. 

*779> IO > - - *• 

1782, Nov. 1, - 

WINDSOR Town Gaol. Two rooms on the firft floor; a chimney in one: no 
court: no water, though laid in to the adjoining houfe. Keeper the oyer; fells beer:, 
no falary : fees, 6 j. 8 d. no table. Allowance, three pence a day. 

1776, March 1, Prifoners 3. 

i779> 10, - - 1. 

1782, Nov. 1, - ©.. 

WAULlNGFORD Town Gaol. Two rooms under the council-chamber: 
one of them, called the Bailiff's Ward> is for debtors ; the other (planked round) 
is for felons. Under them is a large dungeon, filled with market benches for 
flails, &c. 

1776, Nov. 1, Deferter 1. 1 779, Oft.. 20, Prifoners o. 

'779' A P r - 22 j Prifoner 1. 1782, Dec. 25, - - o. 

OXFORD- 
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COUNTY GAOL, OXFORD CASTLE. 

GAOLER, Solomon TVifdom. Oxford 
Salary, £20. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 9 : 2. 

Felons, o : 15 : 10. 
Tranfports, He made a bill of the expence* 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, County y 16 d. each per week in bread j City, is. (See Remarks.)- 
Garnifti, cancelled. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons fcci 

1773, Nov. 26, 14, 13.. 1779, Feb. 25, 12, 15. 

1774, July 4> 11 y i7- July 29, 13, 4. 

1776, Jan. 2, 13, ro. 1782, April 28, 16, 10. 
Od. 31, 7, 14- Dec. 25, 25, 31.- 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Swinton, now Rev. Mr. Cotton. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday, Fridays the facrament four times a yeaa 
Salary, £50, now £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rawlins. 
Salary, -£25 for felons. - 

FOR* the caftle gaol the county pays £40 a year to Mr. Etty, who holds it of Remarks* 
Chrift church college on leafe. Debtors apartments fmall ; and not enow of them for 
the general number of prifoners. No free ward : for lodging even in the tower on 
their own beds they muft pay is. 6 d. a week : fee the table. Their court is too fmall. 
Felons day-room or hall for men and women down 5 fteps, 23 feet by 11, the men's 
dungeon (i8| feet by i6|), down 5 more; only fmall apertures: the women's night- 
room 6| feet by 4 feet 2 inches. The court common to both, 29 feet by 23. The 
gaoler has a fpacious garden. 

Since the north-gate was taken down, this prifon has been alfo the City gaol : for 
which Mr. Wijdom has £$ a year. — -In 1773, eleven died of the fmall-pox. In 
1774, that diftemper ftill in the gaol : in 1775, one debtor died of it in May$ three 
debtors and a petty offender in June: three recovered. No infirmary: no bath: 
no ftraw: the prifoners lie in their clothes on mats. The men's dungeon fwarms 
with vermin; yet not white-wafhed for many years. — Of the thirty-one felons &c. 
in 1782, fifteen were fines. — The ad for pxeferving the health of prifoners not 

hung 
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Oxford hung up. In April 1782, one of the prifoners was a woman committed for con- 

Castle. ^ no charge or fine. The warrant runs, " As Royal Power ought not 

" to be wanting to the holy church in its complaints — attach — till Ihe has made 
« fatisfa&ion to the holy church— as well for the contempt— as for the injury done 
" unto it." 

Thomas Horde, who was confined here for fome offence againft government, built 
the chapel. After his difcharge, he had bequeathed £ 1 4 a year for a chaplains and 
as much to the prifoners. But finding fome difficulties would obftruft the execution 
of that bequeft, he altered it, Auguft 6th, 1709, to a legacy of £24 a year, to be 
diftributed among prifoners of both forts, at £2 a month. For the payment, he bound 
an eftate in Oxfordfhire: and to make up any deficiency of that eftate, he bound an 
eftate in Bcrkthire, But this eftate having been recovered againft the charity fince his 
death, the prifoners have now only thirty-three fhillings a month, which was paid by 
the re<ftor of Lincoln college, and is now paid by the principal of Trinity, who are 
always two of the twelve truftees. A memorial of the procefs and refult of Mr. 
Horde 's benevolent intention hangs up in the gaol. I have a copy of it; too long to 
tranfcribe. 

There is another legacy to prifoners of both forts - 3 8 s. 8 d. paid quarterly from 
Magdalen college. From which alfo in Lent there is about forty fhillings, commonly 
called forfeit-money. Debtors have in common every Saturday fix pounds of mutton; 
fent by a gentleman of Chrift church college. From two other colleges they have in 
bread about 2 j. a week. Chrift church and New college fend them broth; generally 
three times in a fortnight: the prifoners pay four pence to the man who brings it. 

It is very probable, that the rooms in this caftle are the fame as the prifoners 
occupied at the time of the Black Affize. The wards, palTages and ftaircafes are clofe 
and ofFenfive; fo that if crowded, I fhould not greatly wonder to hear of another fatal 
njfize at Oxford *. — At my laft vifit fome of the debtors rooms were white-wafhed, 

• Mr. Wifdom (the gaoler) told me that fome years ago, wanting to build a little hovel, and digging 
up ft ones for the purpofe, from the ruins of the court, which was formerly in the caftle, he found 
iinder them a complete fkeleton with light chains on the legs ; the links very fmall. Thefe were, 
probably, ihe hones of a malefactor who died in court of the diftemper at the Black djjize mentioned 
fage 9. 

At feveral of my vifits to this city, I walked over the County Hofpital ; and as it is a modern fhewy build- 
ing, and may perhaps be taken as a model for others of the fame kind, I hope to be excufed in making a 
few remarks upon it. The llories are too low j the height of the loftieft wards not being above fifteen feet. 
From this fault, and the clofenefs of the windows, which I always found fhut, the wards, efpecially the men's, 
are offenfive beyond conception. The fewers are not fufficiently attended to — the beds, improperly, have 
tellers — and the kitchen is not well placed. The fan-lights over the doors of the wards, in this, as in many 
X)ther hofpitals, are glazed. Were they open, it would greatly tend to purify the air ; or, at leaft, the 
noxious effluvia would become fo fenfible through the reft of the houfe, as might induce the matron, and the 
gentlemen who only attend in the committee-room, to infijl upon effectual means being ufed for a proper 
ventilation of the wards. 

.1 The 
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The felons day-room is paved with flat Hones, in confequence of their taking up the Oxford 
pebbles for def< 
be thus paved * 



pebbles for defence, after an attempt to efcape. For the fame reafon their court fhould Castle - 



Qxfcrdjkire, to <wit* Michaelmas Seffions— 8th Gecrge IL— 1734* 

A Table of Fees— and Chamber-Rent — fettled — in purfuance of an Aft — for the Relief of 

Debtors &c. 

£. S. D. 

To the matter-keeper for every warrant charged upon any debtor - • 068 

To the under-keeper - - - I - 026 

To him for every other warrant • - - - -010 

To the mafter-keeper for every prifoner committed by any jaftice of peace for treafon, felony, 

or any other mifdemeanour; or committed in court - - - o 13 4 

To the under-keeper - - - - - - 026 

To the mafter-keeper for receiving and entering every declaration againft any debtor - 020 
To his certificate that no declaration filed - - - -010 

For a copy of every JherifPs warrant - - - - - 010 

For a copy of every other warrant - • - - o 1 6 

Every prifoner that lyeth in the great chamber on the gaol fide in the keeper's lodgings pays 

by the week - • - - - - 020 

Every prifoner that lyeth in any other room or chamber in the keeper's lodgings on the gaol fide 

payeth by the week - - - - - -026 

Every prifoner that lyeth in the great room in the tower upon his own bed payeth by the 

week - - - - - - - 016 

Every prilbner that lyeth in the faid great room on the keeper's bed payeth by the week -0x8 

We— his Majefty's JufKces of the Peace of the — County of Oxford (whereof fome of us are of the Quorum^ 
have perufed the Fees and Chamber-Rent above mentioned and do — allow thereof and direft the fame to 
be hung up in a Table in fome open and public Room or Place in the faid Caftle there to remain and be 
jeforted to by every Prifoner as Occaiion fhall require. 

Will** Holmesy Vice-chancellor* Thomas BlackalL Tho s Tarda 

John Dtwt. John IVMis. Philip Pozvyf* 



Seen and allowed 



E. Probyn 

J. COMYNS^ 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

THAME. I was informed that this houfe, built in 1708, was given to the county &ride* 
for a bridewell but the greateft part of it is now a pariih work-houfe. For the wells. 
prifon there is only left, up flairs, a common day-room, and two fmall infecure 
lodging-rooms: and down 11 fteps a dungeon, in which are three night-rooms, 

the 
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Bride- the cuts, each 9 feet by 7. If the houfe was put into good repair, and the whole 
VVC1 L "' ufed as a bridewell,. it would be a commodious one. Then there would be no need 
of fending petty offenders, as is now done, to the county gaol : nor of locking up 
all day thofe few that are committed hither, men and women in the fame room : nor 
of confining either fex at night in the cubs. No allowance : no employment at my 
firft vifits, but in Feb. 1779, t ' lc pnfoners were carding and fpinning: no water 
acceffible to pnfoners : no fewers. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not bung up. 
Keeper's falary, £16: fees, 4J. 6d. no table. 

At my two firft vifits the keeper farmed the work-houfe and the reft of the poor 
at £480 a year for the whole maintenance,- clothing, medicines, &c. At my two 
laft vifits, he farmed them at £500. In 1782, the prifon was quite out of repair 
and infecure. — From Midfummer 1778 to Midfummer 1779, the number com- 
mitted to -this prifon was twenty-fix 5 — to 1780, nines — to 178 1, eighteen] — to 
178a, fourteen. 

1776, Jan. 3, Prifoners 2. I779> Oft. 20, Prifoners o. 

Nov. 2, - 3- 1782, April 28, - o. 

1779, Feb. 25, - 4. Oft. 26, - 1. 

WITN E Y. One day-room (16 feet 4 inches by 14 feet 4) for men and women : 
two night-rooms adjoining (9 feet 2 inches by 6 feet 7, and S\ feet high) j with 
only a grate of 9 inches fquare in each door. The prifon is not fecure. No allow- 
ance but to the fick, who have fix-pence a day and medicines. No chimney : no 
ftraw: no water. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary, 
£20: fees, 4 j. 2 d. notable. 

At my laft yifk I found a room built for men i6| feet by iafi in which are two 
cells 7 feet by \\ with apertures in the doors 9 inches fquare. Up ftairs are two 
rooms for the fick (9 feet 2 inches by 8 feet 4, and 6 feet 5 inches high), with 
apertwes in the doors of 14 inches by 12. No chimney. . 

The houfe does not belong to the county : the prifon is in the court-yard of 
the keeper's houfe, for which he pays £14: 14 : o a year. Prifoners have no 
ufe of the court ; their window was formerly accefiible to paffengers. I then faw 
a crowd of men talking at the grate with the prifoners, who were all of them 
women ; and was informed there was fometimes riot and confufion on fuch 
occafions. 

At my vifit in 1779, the prifoners were at work: the keeper now is a manu- 
facturer, and employs them. He pays them for their work, two pence a pound 
for the chain, and three-halfpence for the Jljoot s fo that each earns (as he faid) 
about three pence a day. 

To 
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To this prifon were committed, 
In the year 1773, Prifoners 49. In 1779, Prifoners 51. 



1774, 
l 775, 

ToOcl.31,1776, 



44. 

73- 
67. 



1780, 
17S1, 



36. 
3«. 



The moft at any one time 18. 

When I was there In 1776, 06h 31, Prifoners 6. 

1779, Feb. 26, - • 7 . 

1782, Oft. 26, - - 2. 



OXFORD City Bridewell. Two garrets in the keeper's houfe : no court: 
no water. Allowance, is. 4d. each per week in bread. Salary, £5: fees, 3J. 4^ 
no table. 

1782, Dec. 25, One felon from the caftle, being king's evidence. 



OXFORD University Bridewell. Two garrets in the keeper's houfe. 

1782, Dec. 25, No prifoners, 

BANBURY Town Gaol. This prifon (built 1706) has two rooms below, 
one of which is called the gaol, the other the bridewell \ and one room up ftairs for 
debtors who can pay is. 6d. a week. Allowance to felons 4^. a day. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Salary none: gaoler keeps a public houfe, and 
pays rent £6 a year. Fees, debtors and felons 13 s. 4d. bridewell prifoners 6 s. 8d. 

1782, April 30, No prifoners. 
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WlTNEV 

Bride- 

WELL, 



HENLEY Town Gaol. Near the town-hall. Two rooms are cages (61 feet 
by 5^), which open into a paflage 3^ feet wide. No court: no fewer: no water. 
Keeper, town-fergeant ; licence for beer. Fees, one Ihilling for every prifoner the 
firft night, and fix-pence every night after. 

1782, Dec. 26, Prifoners 4. 
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COUNTY GAOL, WORCESTER CASTLE. 



WORCIS^ 
TER. 



GAOLER, 



REMARKS. 



Salary, 
Fees, 



William Crane, then his Widow $ afterwards John Amphktt, now 
his Widow, 
none. 

Debtors, o : 9 : 2. 
Felons, o : 15 : io. 
Tranfports, No benefit to the gaoler. Clerk of the peace contracted with the 

merchants. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three-pennyworth of bread a day each (weight Sep. 1783, 
lib. 130Z.}. 



£0 



6. 



12. 
17. 
10. 



Debtors. Felons &t. 

1779, May i&, 19, 8. 

1782, April 25, ig, 

1783, Sep. 28, 26, 



7. Defert r x. 
33- 



Garnifh, 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 23, 15, 17. 
i774> Juty 2> l h 

*716> Dec - l > 2 5> 
1776, Sep. 10, 9, 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Taylor. 
Duty, Friday. 
Salary, ^20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Hallway d. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 



THE €aftle-yard is fpacious: county members are chofen in it. In the gaoler's 
houfe are eleven good lodging-rooms for mafter's-fide debtors; and two fmall day- 
rooms; one of which is for common-fide debtors: one of thefe was ufed, at my 
former vifits, as a chapel; but now there is a larger and more convenient room for 
that purpofe. The two free wards, or night-rooms for debtors, are at another part 
of the yard. The way to them is through the women-felons night-room, which has no 
window. The day-room (called the round-houfe) for men and women-felons is in the 
middle of the area: only 14 feet by 12*. Near it is a hand- ventilator (which is kept 
in order for a guinea a year) for airing the men-felons dungeon, which is 26 fteps under 
ground^ and circular, 18 feet diameter, with barrack-bed ftcads, Over it is an aperture 

• The Magiftrates may be fully convinced of the impropriety and fhocking indecency of having 
only one day-room;, if they examine the women lately fent from this gaol to the bridewell. 

in 
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in the court, 3 feet diameter, with iron grates. The felons work the ventilator Wo&ces- 
cheerfully about a quarter of an hour before they go down, and as long when they C J" LE 
come up for it frefhens and cools the dungeon amazingly : we could hardly keep 
our candle burning below while it was working *. There is another very damp dungeon 
feet fquare, the window (18 inches by 12) even with the ground. Straw, £4 
a year. Excellent water at a pump in the yard. No infirmary. Mr. Hallward the 
furgeon caught the gaol-fever fome years ago, and has ever fince been fearful of going 
into the dungeon : when any felon is fick there, he orders him to be brought out. 
The fmall-pox was in this gaol ; and at my laft vifit I found the gaol-fever pre- 
vailing, which had carried off fome of the prifoners, the gaoler, and Dr. Johnjione 9 
a phyfician, whofe humanity had led him to attend the prifon f. Two rooms were 
taken from the bridewell for the fick, who lay in their clothes on ftraw. At my 
requeft, the irons of thofe who were ill were taken off. 

The uneafy fituation of the prifoners at night in the horrid dungeon, has, I doubt 
not, been one caufe of their illnefs for even in this ftrong and deep dungeon, 
prifoners (as in too many other gaols) are all night chained together, by a heavy 
chain through the links in their fetters and iron rings fattened to the floor. 

There is now a ufelefs tub lined with lead, called a bath. Such a bath as there is 
in the county infirmary, might fave the lives of many prifoners. 

The gaoler pays £2:19:0 window tax. Claufes of aft againft fpirituous liquors 
not hung up. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners is written on paper, and 
hung up. 

Wbk prifon may be made commodious by feparate wards, day-rooms, courts, &c. 
There is round it much ground belonging to the county. 



* The celebrated contrivance of Ventilators has been fo little attended to in praAice, that in $\\ the 
prifons in this kingdom, there are but fix of thefe machines ; <viz. at Maidflone and Bedford, where 
they are worked with fails ; at London bridewell, IVcrceJIer caftle, Stafford, and Sb^vjlury ; and the two 
latter have not been ufed for many years paft. This fufficiently (hews, how liable any new regulation 
is to fall into negleft, if not conftantly the objeft of care and attention. With refpecl to ventilators, 
however, I am now fully confirmed in an opinion I have long entertained, that they are inadequate 
to the purpofe of preventing, and Hill more of eradicating, the gaol-diftemper, while the ufe of 
dungeons is continued. 

t A letter from Dr. Jobnjlone, fenior, dated the 1 8th of December 1 783 ; informs me of the following 
faft. <c A prifoner fome time ago difmiifed from the jail here, carried the fever to his own family 
" in Drohujycb, fix miles from this place, and famous for its fait fprings and works ; a place where 
u fevers have feldom been heard, of but from contagion: the contagion from the above occ;ifion has 
" fpread to the poor neighbours of the family above-mentioned, and fourteen individuals have already 
'* died of iu" 
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County of Il'e'cefer. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of the faid County purfuant 



to a Statute made in the Second Year of his Majelty King George the second. 










£■ 


s. 


z>. 


For the difcharge of every debtor, to the gaoler - 


O 


6 


o> 


To the turnkey 


o 


2 


6 


For the difcharge of every felon, to the gaoler - 


o 




4 


To the turnkey - 


o 


2 


6 


For the difcharge of every deferter, to the gaoler 


o 


6 


2 


To the turnkey - 


o 


z 


6 


For the lodging of every prifoner in the houfe per week 


o 


2 


6 


For figning every certificate - 


o 


I 


o 



Allowed according to the faid Statute by us 

J Sole? 
W Bromley 
Fra Meyfey. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at WORCESTER. 

This prifon joins to the caftle. It is too clofe. Here are two work-rooms ; and 
the prifoners were employed, beating hemp, fpinning, &c. Keeper has half the 
profit* Two courts. Keeper's falary, ^20: fees, is* ^d* Straw, ten (hillings 
a quarter: no other allowance. At my vifits in 1779 and 17S2 the prifon was 
remarkably clean. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up* At my Jaft 
vifit fix new rooms were added; and each prifoner had a three-penny loaf a day, 
weight lib. 15 02;. 

If there were a chapel in the county gaol (the caftle), thefe prifoners might (as 
thofe in Shrewfbury bridewell) have the privilege of public worlhip. 

1775, Dec. r, Prifoners 3. 1782, April 25, Prifoners 3. 

1776, Sep. 10, - - 18. l 7&3> Sep. 28, - - 23* 
1779, May 18, - - 6. 



WORCESTER 
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WORCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Richard George, now his Widow,. Worces- 
Salary, none. TER - 
Fees, Debtors, £0:9.' 2. 

Felons, 0:5:0. 
Tranfports, No benefit to the gaoler; 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, three pence a day each. 
Garnifh, £0:2: 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 23, 4, 5. 1779, May 18, 6, 4. Def. 2. Imp. 3. 

J 775> Dec - 5> °- i7 82 > Apr. 25, 4, 2. 3. 

1776, Sep. 10, 4, o. 17S3, Sep. 28, 7, 5. 1. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Halkvard. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 

THIS is alfo the city bridewell The debtors free ward is fpacious. Only one Remarks. 
day-room for criminal;, over which there is now a work-room. One common court : 
another might be taken from the keeper's large garden. At my former vifits he 
paid window- tax; which he (aid brought him under the difagreeable neceflity of 
flopping up fome windows. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

City cf Worcepr. A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of the faid City purfuant to 
a Statute made in the thirty-fecond year of the reign of his late Majefty King George the Second. 

£• & D: 

For the difcharge of every debtor to the gaoler and turnkey - - -092 

The like of every felon - - - - - -050 

For the lodging of every prifoner in the houfe per week - - -026 

For the copy of every commitment - - - - -010 

On the delivery of every declaration - - - - 010 

Allowed according to the faid Statute by us Edw d Wettings* Mayor Tho Giles 

Epiphany Seflions 1771. W Haden Timy Edwards. 

At the Lent Aflaze 177 1 allowed by us E. Willes W: H: Ashurst. 

KIDDERMINSTER Tow n Gaol. Two rooms called dungeons about 10 feet 
by 8, down 6 fteps, under the market-houfe. No court: no water: no fewer. 
The cryer is keeper^ has a (hilling a month for attendance, and a (hilling for ftraw. 

1779, Aug. 30, No prifoners. 

STAFFORD- 
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COUNTY GAOL at STAFFORD. 



Stafford. 



Remarks. 



GAOLER, 
Salary, 
Fees, 



William Scott, now Lyttleton Scott. 
none. 

Debtors, £0 : 17 : 4. 
Felons, o : 15 : 10. 
Tranfports, £6 each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ^ each per week i$d. bread, and $d. cheefe; and for the 
Felons, J felons 3 Cwt. of coals a week from Michaelmas to 
May-day. 

Garntfh, Debtors, £0:2:6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. 

1779, May 15, 40, 
1782, Nov. 24, 38, 



1773, Nov. 19, 

1774, April 1, 

1775, Nov. 15, 
CHAPLAIN, Rev 

Duty, 
Salary, 

SURGEON, 
Salary, 



39> 
44> 
40, 

Mr. Unett. 



20. 

17- 
18. 



Felons Sec. 

14. Imprefled n, 
1. 



20. Deferter 



Sunday, Wednefday, Friday; a fermon once in about two months, 
augmented from £20 to £30. 

Mr. Ward) now Mr. Richard Hughes. 
£20. {See Remarks. J 



THIS gaol is too fmall for the number of prifoners. The debtors court and 
free-ward are fpacious. In the latter is a hand-ventilator for the men-felons dungeon 
which is under it; but being out of repair, has not been ufed for many years. Were 
the county to allow the fmall fum of a guinea a year, it might always be kept in 
order, as is done in Worcefter caftle. An alarm-bell in this crowded gaol would 
be very proper. — Only one day-room for men and women-felons, down 3 fteps, 
15 feet by 12, and 6 feet 3 inches high*. The dungeon where the men-felons 
fleep is very clofe and offenfive, having no window, and is about 2 feet below the 
paffage. The felons court is alfo too fmall, and the gaoler keeps his poultry in it. 
There is only one fewer and that is quite expofed. It is pity that the dream juft on 



* I might here properly refer the magiftrates to what has been faid in the firfl: note under Worcejltr 
tajik) and farther fubmit to their consideration, that when felons are alfo confined together at night 
they not only inftruft each uther in wickednefs, and rob one another; but one ingenious man may 

effecl the efcape of many 5 as lately happened at De by, MaiJJione, &c. 

2 the 
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the outfide of the walls is not within them. I was pleafed to fee plenty of clean 
Jlraw in the men's and women's dungeons; and found it was owing to the generous 
and exemplary practice of not farming it^ but allowing the gaoler to order it whenever 
wanted, and the county paying for it themfehes. The chapel is fmall, and at the 
top of the houfe. It is painful for prifoners loaded with irons to go up and down 
ihe ftairs. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. No 
infirmary : no bath. 

Mr. Hughes is apothecary to the county infirmary, which is near the gaol. He 
receives £8 of the falary of £20 allowed by the county ; the remaining £12 is paid, 
to the infirmary for drugs. 



A Table of Fees — fettled at the General Quarter Seflions — 18th day cf April 1732. 

For entering the aftion whereon each prifoner is firfl: brought into cuftody either on procefs 
capias latitate execution or writ of excom ad capiendum and difcharging each prifoner by 
writ of fuPerfedeas or otherwife ..... 

For receiving and entering every declaration delivered againft prifoners to be paid by the 
plaintiff in fuch aftion - - - - - 

For a certificate for want of a declaration in order to fue out a writ of fuperfedeas 

For a copy of each warrant againft each prifoner .... 

For the under keeper or turnkey upon every aftion or writ ... 

For the under keeper or turnkey upon difcharging of each prifoner by fuperfedeas or 
otherwife ....... 

LODGINGS. 

Every prifoner that lies in the mailer's fide of the gaol in a bed provided by the keeper of 

the gaol (hall pay per week if a bed to himfelf - 
If two prifoners or more lye together in one bed then between them all 

Every prifoner that lies in the upper rooms or garret in a bed and bedding found by the 

keeper of the gaol ihall pay per week ..... 
And if two prifoners lie together then ..... 
Every prifoner that lies in the fame fide and finds his own linnen and bedfteads 
Every prifoner that lies in the county chamber mail pay nothing 



£. S. D. 



o 
o 
o 
o 



13 

2 

3 
I 

2 



o 
6 
6 
6 



2 
2 

1 
1 

0 

o 



o 

6 

o 
6 
6 
o 



E Littleton Hum: Wyrly Fijh Littleton R. Rider Jn°. Dolphin. 

We the Judges of Affize and gaol delivery of the Oxford Circuit have perufed and do approve of the 
above written Table of Fees this 2d day of Auguit Anno Dom. 1732. 

E Probyn J Comyns 



Stafford 

Countt 
Gaol. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

STAFFORD. At the North-gate. Three rooms for men and two for women. 
A room below (called the dungeon) with four apertures about 3 inches fquare. 
No employment. Prifoners always fhut up, and in irons; the fmall court not 
fecure. Keeper's falary, £z$. Fees, g& 6di no table. Allowance for bread 
and cheefe the fame as at the gaol: and now two hundred weight of coals a week 

from 
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B n i de- from Michaelmas to May-day. The keeper a woman, who is the county hakeu 

wells. gj ie a pp a i nts a man, who, for living rent free, looks after the prifoners. 

1775, Nov. 15, Prifoners 4. 
1779, May 15, - - 9. 
1782, Nov. 24, - 6. 

"WOLVERHAMPTON. Only two rooms about 12 feet fquare, viz. a common 
day-room on the ground-floor-, and a night-room above, for men; women 
flcep in the day-room. The prifon dirty, and moll of the draw worn to duft. 
The court not fecure : no water : no employment. Weekly allowance fupplied by 
1 the keeper, in bread, fourteen pence: cheefe, feven pence : ftravv, three pence. 
Keeper's falary, .£25 : licence for beer: fees, is. Claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors not hung up. 

The prifon is greatly out of repair: and fo infecure, that prifoners, even for the 
flighteft offences, are kept in irons. The county may redrefs this; for they 
have a large garden clofe to the prifon (which they did let with an old houfe 
on the fpot) now occupied by the keeper. Sometimes, here are fourteen or 
fifteen prifoners, and to prevent fuffocation, they are let out into the court, 
which is ij\ feet by 1 5^. 

1776, Sept. 11, Prifoners 4 Men. 

1779, Aug. 23, 2 Women. 

1782, Nov. 25, 2 Men and 1 Woman. 



LICHFIELD CITY and COUNTY GAOL and Bridewell. 

Two clofe cells 6~ feet by 5-i, and 8 feet high. To thefe are added two new 
ones, and two rooms for debtors : a court is enclofed, in which is an offenfive 
fewer. T|je piifon dirty, as is always the cafe where there is a number of dogs. 
Act for preferving the health of prifoners, and claufes againft fpirituous liquors, not 
hung up. No water acceflible to prifoners* : no ftraw. Keepers falary, ^2. 
Licence for beer : fees 1 3 j. 4*/. no table. Allowance, 1 j. 6d. a week. 

1773, Nov. 20, Prifoners 2. 1779, Nov. 26, Debtors 3. Felons &c. 1. 
1 776; Jan. 8, - - j • 1782, 25, - 2. - - - 2. 

* Water might be laid into the court at a fmall expence, as it is in a houfe adjoining : for t€ Hefior 
** Bean, gentleman, gave by feoffment to eight feoffees lands and tenements within the county of 
st Stafford, of the yearly value of £100 and upwards to fupport and maintain the publick conduits, 
" diterns and pipes, belonging to this city for ever." This 1 copied from an infeription in St. Mary's 
church in Lichfield. 

4 WALSALL 
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WALSALL Town Gaol. Two rooms under the town-hall; that for debtors 
has a fire-place. In this (and many fuch prifons which I have not mentioned) offenders 
are confined only for a night or two, till they are carried before a magiftratc. And 
debtors have friends who refort to the windows. 

17 8 2, Nov. 25, No prifoners. 



SHROPSHIRE. 
COUNTY GAOL at SHREWSBURY. 

GAOLER, Samuel Wilding* S h r 

BURY. 

Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 9 : o. 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 
Tranfports, £6 : 6 : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two fix-penny loaves a week each. 

Felons, 1 s. \\d. in bread a week each. 
Garnifii, cancelled. (See Remarks.) 

Number, Debtors* Felons &c. Debtors. Felons Sec. 

1774, Mar. 31, 12, 18. 1779, May 15, 21, 18. Def. 1. Imp. 1. 

1775, Nov.27, l6 > l i* Aug. 24, 23, 10. - i. 

1776, Sep. 12, 11, 24. 1782, June 23, 19, 19. 
CHAPLAIN, Rev, Mr. Humphreys, now Rev. Mr. Rowland. 

Duty, Sunday and Thurfday. (See Re?narks.) 

Salary, £35. 
SURGEON, Mr. Cooper, now Mr. Wheeler. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 
APOTHECARY, Mr. James Winall. 

Salary, now ^10. 

THIS prifon was built, as by date in the debtors court, 1705. — Separate courts r EM au<. 
for debtors and felons; but the latter have no water. For this reafon, and becaufe 
their day-room is in the debtors court, both debtors and felons are commonly 
together in that court. Commodious apartments for mafter's-fide debtors : and two 
large free wards for the common-fide. For felons there are two night-dungeons 
<fown 1 1 fteps : that for men was a few years ago made more airy by an additional 
window: and might be frefliened by a hand-ventilator which is in the room over the 

Z z chapel, 
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Shrews- chapel, but has not been ufed for many years. The women's dungeon might alfo be 
frefhened by the fame. The day-room for felons is fmall, 15^ feet by iff: a feparate 
day-room is neceflary to prevent the dreadful confequences of the men and women being 
together. Moft of the women when moved to the bridewell are with child. The 
county has enclofed another court, which I thought had been defigned for women, but 
it has not yet been ufed. Here are three large lamps in the court fupplied at the 
county's expence. 

No infirmary : no bath : if the propofed improvements will be fome protection 
agamft the gaol-fever, which of late years has prevailed here more than once, they will 
not fecure prifoners againft the fmall-pox and other difeafes. When the apothecary 
finds that a fick prifoner Ihould have better diet, he orders the gaoler to provide it, 
and figns his bill for the amount , which is readily allowed bythejuftices at quarter 
feffions. 

Of the 24 felons in September 1776, 14 were convifts for tranfportation. The 
county allowed tranfports convidted at quarter feffions as much as thofe convicted at 
allize had from the king's allowance, viz. 2 s. 6d. a week. In 1779, there were feverai 
convi&s, one of whom had been ordered to the Thames in the fummer aflize 1777. At 
my laft vifit here were 6 convidts. 

Mr. Woody who, before the appointing of a chaplain, read prayers three times a week, 
and had £5 a year, was employed in the fame fervice, and received of the chaplains 
the fame falary, till his death. — I believe the magiftrates made the chaplain's falary^5 
more, in favour of Mr. Wood. 

The juftices of this county, at the general quarter feffions nth Jan. 1774, were fo 
confiderate and humane, as to prohibit the demanding from prifoners at their entrance 
into this gaol, or into the county bridewell, any money for drink, by the name of 
garnifh, or any other name: and to require that two or more fair copies of their 
faid order fhould be hung up in the moft public places of the gaol, for the infpe&ion 
of debtors, as well as felons i that the unfortunate might not afterwards be impofed 
upon. • 

The claufes againft fpirituous liquors; the prohibition of garnifh; and a new table 
of fees; were all hung up, and very confpicuous in the debtors hall; and thefe tables, 
with the aft for preferving the health of prifoners, were hung up in the chapel. 

Shropjhire. A Ta e l e of the Rates and Fees to be taken by the Gaoler for the County of St/op, 
fettled — by the Juftices of the Peace for the faid County — the 14th day of July 1778. 

The Chamber Rent, 

To the gaoler for lodging and his furniture on the maftcr's-fide, each perfon having a bed to 

himfelf per week - - - - _ - o 2 o 

But if two lodge in the fame bed on their own election, then each to pay per week - o 1 6 

To the g.ioler for lodging of each perfon in tne garrets on the gaoler's bed and furniture 

per week - - . . _ . - 010 

That 



Oxford Circuit. SHROPSHIRE. 

That no perfon pay any rent or money vvhatfoever for lodging on the common-fide unlefs he 
ufed the gaoler's bed and furniture, in which cafe he is to pay per week - o 

Note. No perfon fhall be moved out of a room where he is placed by the gaoler without his 
own confent, or the confent of two juftices of the peace for the faid county , or neglect of 
paying chamber-rent. 

Fees for the Gaoler for Debtors. 

To the gaoler for the commitment of each debtor - - . -05© 

To the gaoler for the difcharge of each debtor - - - -030 

To the gaoler for entering in his books every charge upon fuch debtor . -010 

For the copy of every lheriff's warrant (if demanded) - . -010 

But the debtors to have recourfe to fee the book of commitment (if demanded) gratis. 

To the gaoler for every debtor if detained upon two or more aclions, fifteen (hillings, including 

the five (hillings upon commitment and no more . . - o 15 o 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft debtors in cuftody - -010 

For every certificate in order for 2ifuperfedeas> or in order to fue out a rule of court - 026 

Fees for the Gaoler for Felons or other Crimes. 

To the gaoler for the difcharge of every prifoner found guilty of felony If at affizes - 0134 
To the gaoler for the difcharge of every prifoner found guilty of felony If at feflions 090 
To the gaoler for the difcharge of every prifoner committed for a certain time, or fined and 
committed until paid, or bailed out of gaol, or fuperfeded by a juflice or juftices of the 
peace - - - - - - - -078 

But if continued in gaol three months or upwards - - - -090 

For the copy of every commitment (if defired) • - - - O 1 o 

For every certificate of commitment, in order to fue out a habeas corpus - -026 

The following Articles to be allowed by the County. 

To the gaoler for the difcharge of every perfon charged with felony, or other crime, or as an 
accelTary thereto, againft whom no bill of indictment fhall be found by the grand jury, or 
who on his or her trial fhall be acquitted, or who fhall be difcharged by proclamation for 
want of profecution - - If at aflizes - o 13 4 

If at feflions - 090 

Cba s . Baldwyn, W. T. Davenport, JVm. Smith, Juftices, 

Augult 13th 1778. Allowed and confirmed the above Table of Fees, by us 

J. Skynner, G. Nares, Judges of Aflizc. 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHREWSBURY. 

THIS, like the county gaol, is too fmall: only one day-room for men and Bride- 

women, and a work-room. Two night-rooms above for women. In one of them well. 
I faw a poor young creature too ill to come down ftairs j fhe was languifliing on 
the floor in a confumption. The night-room for men is a dungeon down ten fteps. 
There is a fmall court with water. By means of a door from this into one of . the 

Z z 2 gaol 
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Shuews- gaol courts, thefe prifoners have a privilege (which few in bridewells enjoy) of 
BURY attending public worfhip in the chapel on Sunday. — Keeper's falary, £50. Fees at 

B \v\TjT difcharge of a felon, 8 s ; of one guilty of a mifdemeanor, 6 s. 8 d ; of a vagrant, 
3 s. 6d. Allowance, to each 1 4^ d. a week in bread, and half a Cwt. of coals 
weekly, from Michaelmas to the Lent aflize. Little or no employment : keeper has 
half the profit * 

1774, Mar. 31, Prifoners 4. 1779, May 15, Prifoners 6* 

1775, Nov. 27, - - 5. Aug. 24, ' - - 8. 

1776, Sep. 12, - - 11. 1782, June 23, - - 16. 



SHREWSBURY TOWN GAOL and BRIDEWELL. 

At the caftle-gate. On the front is infcribed, <f In this houfe the poor of the town 
are fet to work. — He that will not labour let him not eat. An. Dom. 1636. " It 
confifts of fundry rooms on two floors over the gateway. A fmall court: no fewer: no 
water, though water is laid in to feveral houfes very near: no employment. Allowance 
to criminals, three halfpence a day. Fees > debtors 5 j. 6d. criminals 3 j\ Sd. no table. 
Gaoler's falary, £5. 

1779, May 15, Prifoners - o. 

Aug. 24, Debtor - u 

1782, June 23, Petty Offenders 12. 

LUDLOW Town Gaol, called Gaolford's Tower, was an ancient prifon, but 
was rebuilt, as appears by infcription on the front, in 1764. For felons &c. two lower 
rooms vaulted, above 15 feet lquare, with chimneys. Two rooms above, more fpacious 
and airy, for debtors. Allowance, three-halfpence a day. No court ; no water- A 
fergeant at mace keeper, each of the three in annual rotation. 

1774, July 1, Prifoners o. 1779, July 27, Prifoners 2. 

1779, May 16, - o. Defertcr 1. 1782, Sep. 27, - o. 

LUDLOW Town Bridewell. One room at the back of the work-houfe 
(14 feet by 6^), with a bedftead. No fire-place $ no window ; aperture in the door 
10 inches fquare. 

1782, Sep. 27, No prifoners. 

* This is the onlj houfe of corretlion for the county. The gaol being too fmall and enclofed with buildings, 
and the windows of the bridewell opening into the courts of the gaol, if the whole were converted into a 
houfe of iorrettion, every convenience might be made for labour and folitary confinement. A new gaol might 
then be built that would do credit to the county. — I am informed that Baron Hot/bam, at the aflize the 
24th of July, 1782, laid a fine of £2000 on the county, to oblige the juftices to build a county court. I am 
perfuaded, had the Baron known the flate of the gaol, he would firft have laid a fine for the purpofe of re- 
building iu 

HEREFORD. 
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COUNTY GAOL at HEREFORD. 

GAOLER, Thomas Ireland. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors, -) 

Felons, : : * 

Tranfports, ^5 : 10 : o each* 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks. J 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each, every other day,. 
Garnifh, £0 ; 2 : 6- 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c* 

1774, Feb. 23, 14, 29. 1776, Sep. 9, 8, 3. 

Aug. 9, 11, 13. 1779, May 17, 19, 9. Imprefled 6. 

1775, Dec. 2, 17, 4. 1782, Apr. 26, 23, 6. 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Buy lis, now Rev. Mr. Underwood. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. 

Salary, £40. Twenty of it is a legacy of William Bridges, Efq. of Tibertoro 
in this county. 

SURGEON, Mr. William Cam, now Mr. Thomas Cam 
Salary, £15, now £20. 

APARTMENTS, and court for mafter's-fide debtors, fpacious: but no free Remarks^ 
ward. A day-room for felons : the men's night-wards, the two camps, were too clofe, 
19 feet by 15^, but are lately made more commodious: their court behind the gaol is 
large, but the felons are not kept feparate from the debtors. No infirmary : no bath : 
no ftraw or bedding. The chapel was very damp, but it is now floored and dry. Claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors, and a£t for prefcrving the health of prifoners, not hung up. 
Here, as in other gaols, feveral perfons were drinking as in a common alehoufe. Mr. 
Ireland, who has been there above forty years, faid at one of my former vifits, he never 
had a debtor who obtained the groats. 

William Bridges , Efq. bequeathed £8 a year to poor prifoners: and on St. Thomas's- 
day one fliilling is given to each debtor, and fix-pence to each felon, by legacy of Sir 
Thomas White. No table of bequefts. The table of fees not hung up. 
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TABLE OF FEES. 

Hereford At the General Quarter Seflions— held— at Hereford— in the firlt week after the Feaft of St. Thomas the 
County Martyr (to wit) the 14th of July in the 4th — of— George II— 1730 Before John Stratford Efq. 

Gaol. Edward Goodere Bart. Herbert Aubrey Richard Hopt on Efqrs. &x.— purfuant to an Aft for the Relief 

of Debtors &c. — It is ordered that the feveral — Sums herein after mentioned and no more may be 

taken. — 

(That is to fay) 

£. S. D. 

For the entering of every aftion or procefs whereon a prifoner fhal! or may be charged • 0 3 6 
To the turnkey or under keeper on each aftion - - - -010 

For entering of the difcharge, and for the difcharge of every prifoner - -068 

To the turnkey on the difcharge of every prifoner - - - -010 

For the receiving and entering every declaration delivered againft the prifoners in cuftody 0.2 o 

To the turnkey upon every declaration - - - - -006 

For a certificate for want of a declaration in order to take out a writ of fuperfedeas - 036 

For a copy of a warrant or commitment againft each prifoner - - -026 

Every prifoner that lyes in the keeper's lodgings in the merifPs ward in a fingle bed and meets, 

by the week - - - - - - - 026 

For two in a bed with meets by the week - • - -016 

Every prifoner that lyes in his own lodgings - - - -016 

For two perfons or more in their own lodgings each - - -010 

J Stratford Edw*. Goodere H Aubrey 

R Hopton H Thomas Rog r * Hereford* 



4 COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HEREFORD, 

Bride- On the caftle-green, is quite out of repair. Indeed it is not only ruinous, but dan- 
gerous : a crofs wall is parted a great way from the wall againft which it abutted. In 
the day-room there was a large quantity of water from the roof. No fire-place: offenfive 
fewers : ncf court : no water : no ftated allowance : no employment. Keeper's falary, 
£10. He told me that a little before I came, a prifoner died after three weeks confine- 
ment. Six prifoners, whom I faw there at my firft vifit, complained of being almoft 
famithed. They were fent hither from the affize a few days before to hard labour (as 
the ftntence ufually runs) for fix months. The juftices had ordered the keeper to fupply 
each of them daily with a two-penny loaf: but he had negle&ed them. They broke 
out foon after. 

The above was the ftate of this prifon in 1776. — In 1779 they were repairing it; 
for the crofs wall had fallen in. But the fpot on which it is built is fo confined, 
that it cannot be convenient. There are only two rooms for work and lodging for 
both fexes, 22 feet 9 inches by 21 : no chimneys: no draw: as there is no court, 
8 the 
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the fewers make the rooms very unhealthy. It might have been better, if the gentle- Hereford 
men had eredted the bridewell in one of the two very fpacious gardens joining to the Bkide- 
county gaol, and occupied by the gaoler; then, if they had no chapel, the prifoners (as 
thofe in Shrewfbury bridewell) might have had the privilege of public worfhip in the 
county gaol.— The women in irons. 

1774, Aug. 9, Prifoners 6. i779> May 17, Prifoners in county-gaol. 

1775, Dec. 3, - - o. 1782, April 26, Prifoners 4. 

1776, Sep. 9, - - 1. 

HEREFORD City Gaol, is one of the gates. The debtors rooms are com- 
modious j and they have a little court. The lower room for felons too clofe : allowance 
to them, 2 d. 3. day. The gaol clean, but out of repair. Claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors not hung up. Keeper a widow: falary, none: fees, 6 s. 8</. no table. 

1776, Sep. 9, Debtors 3. Felons o. 
1779, May 17, - - 4. - - o. 
1782, April 263 - - c. - - c. Deferter 1. 



MONMOUTHSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL at MONMOUTH. 

GAOLER, John Daverel ; James Baker-, his Widow, now James Baker. 
Salary, none. £20 a year to fupply felons as below. 
Fees, Debtors,^) 

Felons, : ° : 1Q ' 

Tranfports, £6 each. 

Licence, Beer. i 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, one-pennyworth of bread a day each ; now twelve-penny- 
worth a week ( weight of a fenny loaf, Oft. 1782, 7 oz.J 

Garnilh, £0:2:6. 

Number, Debtor*. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 23, 10, 12. 1776, Sep. 5, 6, 9. 
Aug. 10, 9, 16. 177 9, June 2, 6, 12. 

1775, Dec. 4, 5, 8. 1782, Oft. 24, 10, 1. 
CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mr. Powell. 

Salary, £10 : 10 : cy augmented to £12 : 12 : o. 

MONMOUTH. 
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MONMOUTH. 

Remarks.* ONLY one court: a fmall day-room and fix bed-rooms for debtors. Felons night- 
room at the top of the houfe, 22 feet by 15, with only one window about 3 feet fquare. 
Befides the difficulty of going daily up and down in irons ; when water is to be carried 
fo high, and the ftaircafe, like this, is narrow and inconvenient, a room is feldom clean 
and healthy. This cannot be fo, if it be crowded. At my fir ft vilk in 1774* t ^ e y 
had the gaol-fever, of which J. D aver el and feveral of his prifoners, and fome of their 
friends died. — No bath : no infirmary : there is room to build one at the bottom of the 
court, where the county has been at the unnecefiary expence of building a {table. If 
the brewhoufe were ufed for a felons day-room, men and women might be feparated.— 
After the mortality mentioned above, all the prifoners were new-clothed by the duke of 
Beaufort. 

At my vifit in 1779, ten °^ twe ^ v ^ felons were convicts, four of them at the fum- 
mer aflize in 1775. — A£t for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. 

Mr. James Gabriel, fenior, of this town, who died March 26, 1754 {<et. 75), had been 
very kind to the prifoners in his life-time, and at his death left them £100, which is 
vcfted in the turnpike fecurity : from which each prifoner receives by order of the Rev. 
Mr. Gabriel his fon every quarter day a fix-penny loaf : but there is no memorial of the 
legacy hung up. 

A Table of Debtors Fees as fettled — by the feveral Juftices of the Peace for the County of Monmouth 
the 10th Auguft 1751: According to the Direction of an Act of Parliament intituled &c. 

Imprimis for entering the action whereon each prifoner is firft brought into cuftody either on 

proce/s, capias latitat execution or writ of excom ad capiendum 
For entering and difcharging every fecond and other action upon, proeefs capias latitat or 

execution - . s 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft prifoners in cuftody 
For the certificate of the want of a declaration in order to fue out a writ of fuperfedeas 
For a copy fbf each warrant againft each prifoner - - 

For receiving and entering every warrant againft each defendant in cuftody 
For the under keeper or turnkey upon each action and writ 

LODGINGS. 
Every prifoner that lies in the keeper's lodgings in the fherirFs ward pays by the week 
Every prifoner that lies in the IherifPs ward in his own lodgings pays per week 

The Names of the Juftices who figned and allowed the above Fees. 
Thf. Morgan Capel Hanlury J a*. Tuder Morgan J. L 
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Charles Van Jun r . John Chambre E. Bradbury. 

Examined and altowed by the 

Hon blc Sir Thomas Dennison Kn r . 

AND T H I 

Honblc Mr, Baron Cuve. 

jl COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at USK. 

This prifon was formerly a chapel. On the ground-floor is a lodging-room for men 
(21 feet by 74.), and another for women. There are two rooms at top of the houfe, 
but I faw no prifoners there. The keeper's wife told me that many years ago the prifon 
was crowded; and herfelf, her father, who was then keeper, and many others of the 
family, had the gaol-fever : three of them, and feveral prifoners died of it. The danger 
of fuch a calamity for the future would be much leffened, if proper rooms were built in 
the keeper's large garden. 

The rooms which are now built for the keeper are fome fmall improvement of this 
prifon. There is a court with a pump. The prifoners allowance, two pence a day. 
The fpinning-wheels, &c- are not provided by the county. The keeper has all the 
profit of the work. Salary, £21: licence for beer ; claufes againft fpirituous liquors 
not hung up. Fees, gs. 6d. no table. This prifon is now kept clean. 

1774, Aug. 21, Prifoners 2. 1779, June 8, Prifoners 7. 

1776, Sep. 6, - - 3. 1782, Oft. 24, - 2. Deferter 1. 

MONMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

A good room on the firft floor for debtors : over it one for felons, not fecure. No 
court : no fewer : no water. Allowance to felons, two pence a day. Gaoler's fr- 
iary ^4. Licence for beer : claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Fees, 
5 s. 6 d. no table. 

1779, June 2, Prifoners o. 

1782, Oft. 24, Debtor 1. Petty offender 1. 

NEWPORT Town Gaol. Two rooms; one below, the other over the gate- 
way ; out of repair; no court; no fewer ; no water. 

1782, Oft. 24, No prifoners. 
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COUNTY GAOL, GLOCESTER CASTLE. 

Glocestbr. GAOLER, William Williams, now Robert Giles. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, - £1 : o : 10. 

Felons at Affize - o : 17 : 8. 
at Quarter Seflions o : 13 ; 4- 
Tranfports, £6 each. ; 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, each a fix-penny loaf in two days (good h&itfehold bread, 
weight Sep. 1783, 3$. iioz *,) 



Garnifl), jTo : 1 : 


6. 










Number, 


Debtors. 


Felons Uc, 




Debtors. 


Felon* &c, 


1773' Nov - 2 4> 


15, 


17* 


1779, June 1, 


1*, 


24. 


1774, Aug. 8, 


20, 


48. 


1782, April 27, 


24, 


24. 


1775, Dec. 5, 


13, 


24. 


Dec. 23, 


38, 


38. 


1776, Sep. 5, 




35- 


1783, Sep. 30, 


3°, 






10, 


41. 









CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £40, 

SURGEONS, Meflrs. Pozvellznd Mills. 
Salary, none : they make a bill. 

THE caftle is alfo one of the county bridewells: yet only one court for all 
prifoners; and one day-room (11 feet 9 inches by 10 feet 7,) for men and 
women- felons. The free ward for debtors is 19 feet by 1 1, which having no window, 
part of the plafter wall is broke down for light and air. The night-room (the Main) 
for men-felons, though up many ftone fteps, is clofe and dark-, and the floor is fo. 
ruinous, that it cannot be wafhed. Adjoining to the Main, there are other night- 
rooms for fines, &c, Thefe have alfo their feparate day-room. The whole prifon 
was much out of repair, and had not been white- wafhed for many years. The upper 
rooms were the bridewell ; but at my laft vifit they were ufed for an infirmary. Many 
prifoners died here in 1773, and I generally faw fome fick in this gaol; eight died 

* In the city of Gkcejltr there is no ajjzi of bread. 

about 
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about Chnftmas 1778 of the fmall-pox ^ and in 1783, feveral died of that diforder and 
the gaol-fever- Only one fewer. No bath *. Neither claufes againft fpirituous li- 
quors, nor die ad for pveferving the health of prifoners, are hung up* 

There is no feparation of the women, or of the bridewell prifoners. The licentious 
intercourfe of the fexes Is (hocking to decency and humanity. , Many children have 
been born in this gaol. There is a fmall chapel, but all thfe endeavours of the chaplain 
to promote reformation among the prifoners mult neceflarily be defeated, by the inat- 
tention of the magistrates, and their negledt of framing and enforcing good regulations. 
Perhaps this is the reafon the chaplain fcldom attends. 

Of the felons &c. in September and December 1776, thirteen were tranfports : mod 
of them convi&ed at Lent aflize 1775. About twenty were fines ; who, not having the 
county allowance, nor any employment, were in September very pitiable objeds in- 
deed ; half naked, and almoft famifhed. But in December their appearance was much 
altered. Mr. Ralkes^ and other gentlemen took pity on them, and generoufly contri- 
buted toward the feeding and clothing them. Mr. Raikes continues his unremitting at- 
tention to the prifoners. Eleven of the twenty-four in 1779, fixteen in 1782, and four- 
teen in 1783, were fines without any employment or allowance. The gaoler has^ta 
a year as bridewell keeper. 

In this gaol were fome prifoners, who had been arretted by exchequer writs-, in which 
an officer is commanded " to bring the body before the barons of the exchequer — at 
" Weftminfter — to anfwer our fovereign lord the king concerning divers trefpafles, 
€C contempts, and offences, Sec.' 3 The prifoners are called contempts* In different parts 
of the kingdom, there are many prifoners detained by fuch writs. 

At my vifit in Dec. 1782, I found fome improvements made in the cattle : the floors 
laid with ftone boxes or bedtteads for the felons and fines ; and the whole prifon white- 
waihed. — When prifons are repaired, particular care fhould be taken for the admiffion 
of air. The windows fhould not be clofe glazed. — I obferved numbers of the townfmen 
drinking in the tap-room here, as in too many other gaols. 

I was happy to hear in O&ober 1783, that this county has determined to build a new 
gaol, and to reform the bridewells ; which is principally owing to the fpirited exertions 
of the chairman of the grand jury Sir George Onefiphorus Paul. 



* A bath, like that in the county hofpital, with an eafy defcent, would induce felons even with their 
irons to go in. This would freften ind revive them, and might be the means of preventing the gaol- 
fever. 

f This gentleman is alfo the founder of a benevolent and ufeful inftuution for the children of the poor in 
this city. Having obferved great numbers of them in this manufacturing place to fpend their Sundays in 
an idle and diffolute manner, he eltablimed feveral little fchools for their inftruclion on the evenings of that 
day ; which, by his attention and liberal encouragement, have h^d a happy erTecl in improving the morah of 
the younger claiTes ; many of whom now look up to their kind benefa&or with great eftecm and affection. 
Perhaps Mr. Raikesh frequent vifits to the caftle fuggefted to him this plan, as the belt means of preventing 
youth from coming there, 
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Gloc ester. A Table of Debtors Fees allowed by the — JMices — for the County of Ghucefler at the Booth- 
Castle. hail ,j July 1729, Approved— by the Judge of Aflize — 19th fame month according to— an Ad 
entituled Sec. 

To wit 

£- s - D - 

Imprimis, for entering the attion whereon each prifoner is firft brought into cuflody either on 

procefs, capias y latitat, execution or writ of excom 1 ad capitndum - - o 18 o 

For entering and difcharging every fecond and ether a&ion upon froee/;, capiat, latitat or 

execution - - - - - -OI34 

For receiving and entering every declaration againft prifoners in cuflody - -020 
For the certificate of the want of a declaration in order to fue out a writ of fuperfedeas - 068 
For a copy of each warrant againft each prifoner - - - -034 

For receiving and entering every warrant againft each defendant in cuftody - -026 
For the under keeper or turnkey upon each adtion or writ - - -026 

LODGINGS* 



Every prifoner who lies in the keeper's lodgings in the lheriff's ward, being the caflle; pays 
by the week ------ 

Every prifoner who lies in the fherifPs ward in his own lodging3 pays by the week 



o 
o 



6- 
6 



The Names of the Juftices who figned and allowed the above Fees at the laft Seflions. 

777//*. Hodges J Temple Ed Field J Stephens Tbo> Cooke 

K Delabere C Hyatt Nat hi Lye Fr Willis Mayn d Colchejler 

The 5 Hayward Reg TFlnniat Tho Syke. 

The Names of the Juftices and Judge of Aflize who allowed and confirmed the above Fees at the 
la ft Aflize 

Tho Cooke J Stephens Ed Field Tho' Hayward* 



I have reviewed and examined the above Table of Fees and do confirm the fame 



Rob. Price* 



Bride- 

WM I LS. 



OTHER 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

LAWFORD's GATE, Bristol, built 1 716, has two rooms below and two above % 
iS feet by 16 : in thofe above are beds for thofe who pay. There is a dark room, 
the dungeon (i 1 feet 10 inches by 7 feet a), in which felons fleep. No chimneys. 
Court 22 feet by I-S j with a pump. It is not fecure; and prifoners are always 
confined in their rooms. It may be enlarged from the keeper's garden; and Ihould 
be made fecure, that prifoners may ufe it, and have accefs to the pump. The 
keeper readily agreed with me in that opinion. Salary, .£10 : fees, 6s. Sd. no 
table. Straw, ten killings a quarter : allowance, if a prifoner be very poor, 2d. a 
day : no employment. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. By a re- 
gifter kept in the prifon, it appears that in eight years and a half to September 177 6 y 
there were committed to it 572 prifoners. 

1774. 
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1774, Aug. 23, Prifoners 2. 17793 Feb. 8, Prifoners 4. Bride- 

■rv n ^ WELLS, 

1775, Dec. 8, - - 3. Sep. 1, - -5. 

1776, 16, 6. 1782, Mar. 2, - - 6. 

BERKELEY. Quite out of repair. Only one room for men and women, 18 feet 
4 inches by 15 feet 4, and 7 feet 9 inches high : the window (near 4 feet fquare) 
not glazed no ftraw : no chimney : court not fecure. Nothing has been laid out 
on this prifon thefe twenty years. The fenfible old keeper lamented the bad effeds 
of clofe confinement in idlenefs, upon the health of even young ftrong prifoners. 
Many fuch, he faid, he had known quite incapable of working for fome weeks after 
their difcharge. He told me, that fome years ago his prifoners ufed to grind malt 
for a penny a bufhel ; and the juftices would not licence any victualler whofc malt 
was not ground here : but that of late years they have done no work at all. No 
allowance. Keeper, Frauds Norman: his falary, ^20; but he pays out of it £6 
to the poor of the parifh for ground-rent : fees, 4J. 4*/. no table. He wrote me lifts 
of his prifoners, which I here tranfcribe. 

Account of Prisoners in the Bridewell at Berkeley, 
Sent to the House of Commons*. 

In 1 77 1, committed to labour and correction, Prifoners 21. 

Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 

1772, Ditto, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 20. 

1773, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 19. 

1774, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 15. 

1775, to Midfummer feflions, ditto ditto. 4. 

Francis Norman. 

A farther Account of Prisoners committed to labour and eorre&ion. 

Men. Woroec.. 

In 1778 committed - - - 6. 4. 
Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 

1779, Ditto, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 7. 2. 

1780, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 2. I. 

1781, Nothing expended, Nothing earned. 12. 8. 

1782, to Michaelmas feffions, ditto ditto. 4. o. 

1774, Aug. 22, Prifoners 3, two men, one woman. J 779? J une 9? Priloners o. 

1775, Dec. 6, - q. 1782, 0£l. 25, - 1. 

* Many fuch accounts would have been received at the Houfe of Commons (in confequence of their 
order to fend the account of money expended and earned), if, keepers had been equally honell with 
F» Ncrman. 
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Bride- CIRENCESTER. The ground-floor is the -keeper's (hop for garden feeds; and 
his kitchen, &c. On the firft ftory is a room about 16 feet by n for men: one 
corner of it is parted off for a bed-room, called the cub, 8 feet by 5 feet 3 inches. 
On the fecond ftory is a larger room for women. The whole out of repair; and 
the court not fecure enough to let the prifoners have the ufe of k. Felons are noto* 
occafionally allowed three pence a day ; nothing to any others. No bedding or 
ftraw. No employment. Keeper's falary, £13 : he pays rent, £12 to the juftice 
in the town. Fees, 6s. Sd. no table. 'Claufes againft fpiiituous liquors not 
hung up* 

1776, Sep. 4, Prifoners 3. 

i779> J une 9> " " 6 - 

1782, Ott.25, - - 3. Deferter 1. 

"WIN C H COMB. In this bridewell prifoners were formerly kept all together in 
die cellar. Now they are in the garrets: men in one, women in another; each 
about 14 feet fquare : roof and floors meet : 8 feet high to the ridge in the middle. 
A clofe-glazed window in each : no chimney. Prifoners always confined to their 
rooms : court not fecure. The county have never expended any thing upon the 
houfe for many years ; and the whole is quite out of repair. It was the freehold of 
the keeper, who was upwards of fourfcore : his falary per receipts £12 : 10 : o, re- 
ceived only £12. Fees, 13^. ^d. no table. Licence for beer. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung wp. Allowance, if charged with felony, three-penny- 
worth of bread a day. No ftraw. The keeper faid, that ** he fhould be obliged to 
*' put irons on all the prifoners to fecure them." 

1776, Dec. r4, Prifoners, 1 Felon, and 2 Women. 

j 779, May 19, No Prifoners. 

J 782, Dec. 24, One Petty Offender. 

IN THIS COUNTY IS ALSO 

St. BRIEVELL's GAOL, for debtors. 

The caftle is in the foreft of Dean, the property of Lord Berkeley, who is the chief 
ranger. One room for men, greatly out of repair: no court: no water: no allowance: 
no firing. One of the two fickly objefts I found there, told me he had been confined 
a twelvemonth, and never once out of the difmal and offenfive room; the other almoft 
?s. long. — A room above for women: none there. — Keeper no falary: licence for beer: 
ftcs, 2 j. 6d. no table. 

1775, Dec. 4, Prifoners 2. 
1779, J une 2 > - - o. 
1782, Dec- 23, - - o. 

GLOCESTER 
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GLOCESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 



GAOLER, 

Salary, 
Fees, 



William Jtynts, afterwards his Widow, 
none : (he paid £4 : 14:0 a year to the fheriffs* 
Debtors, £0 : 9 : 8. 
Felons, o ; 12 : io 5 
Tranfports, £6 each. 
Licence, Beer* 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, three (hillings a week. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-pennyworth of bread a day each, 
Garnifli, £0:3:4, 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Nov. 24, 3, 4. 



Clocks- 

T£R. 



Debtors. Felons &c. 

1779, June 1, 1, r. 
1782, Apr. 27, 7 p r jf oner3 j n county-gafil. 



17S3, Sep. 30, 



1775, Dec. 5, 7, 7. 

1776, Sep. 6, 2, 2. 
— Dec. 15, 2, 6. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none ; but on applying to the mayor. 

THIS gaol, the North -gate, is too fmall. Debtors, felons, and petty offenders, r emar: s# 
who cannot pay for beds, all together in the Main ; but women feparated at night. 
No court ; debtors have, the privilege of walking upon the leads. The aft for pre- 
ferving the health of prifoners not hung up . 

The city pays debtors in common, three (hillings a week : they have not received, 
for nineteen years pad, the fixteen (hillings formerly paid by the corporation. On the 
13th of December, prifoners have ten (hillings worth of bread from an eftate in 
Hemftead near this city. It is fent in two-penny loaves. No memorial of it in the 
gaol. There are fome rules, dated 1694., in which the fums for garnifh are fpecified ,* 
but as they are not figned, I did not copy them. The gaoler alio kept the city 
bridewell at the Eaft-gate : but that being taken down, offenders are committed to 
this gaol. 

The above was the (late of this prifon in 1779; but at my vifit in April 1782, 
it was taken down, an aft of parliament having parted in 1781, for building a new 
gaol, " in fome convenient and healthy fiiiution : as it will tend greatly to the fafety and 
health of perfons confined therein." 

In September 1783 the new gaol was nearly finifhed, but not occupied. This is 
built on too fmall a fcale, the walls and rooms are low, there cannot be a proper repa- 
ration of the fexes, or of debtors and felons ; and the fewers will be offenfive. 
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Ghucffltr City* t r < . » 

* ^ J u j / A I 1 IJ ^^xc3lC)OkTI3 
Glocester A Table of Chamber Rent and Fees belonging to the North-gate Gaol &c. 

City 



Gaol. 



CHAMBER RENTS. 





5. 


P. 


o 


9 


8 


o 


9 


8 


o 


8 


4 


o 


4 


8 


o 


2 


6 


o 


12 


IO 



The beft room for each man three (hillings per week. 

The three bed rooms for each man two fhillings and four pence per week. 

The chamber called Daw's-neji three fhillings per week. 

The little chamber called Catt-boh two (hillings and four pence per week. 

The little room on the firft floor two fhillings and four pence per week. 



FEES. 

Sheriff's warrants of writs out of King's Eench and Common Pleas, gaoler 8/. 

turnkey ij. j^d. - 
All execution- warrants the fame 
City double action - 

City fingle action ..... 
Executions out of court of confcience - 
Mittimus's - 



Civit Giouc fi Ad Generaltm Quart iakm Scjjionem feff. j Mar;—^to Georgii //— 1730 

Whereas by an A& made in the fecond year of the reigi: of his prefent Majefty— for the relief &c— no Fees 

« — or Chamber rent to be taken — till fettled by three or more Juftices — at the Quarter Seffions— and 

figned by the Judge of Affize with three or more Jufticcs — And . hereas upon the examination of the 
gaoler of the Prifon of the North-gate of this City — it appearing to us that the above — are the ancient 
and accuftomed Fees — we having reviewed and moderated the laid Table of Fees in fome Articles do 
hereby allow and confirm the fame as they are now fettled. 

Signed by us » 

• Job* Smalls Mayor 

, GktH Payne 

> Tho Carill. 
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HAMPSHIRE, or the county of S OUTHAMPTON. 

COUNTY GAOL at WINCHESTER. 

GAOLER, -John White. \ WlMCHES . 
Salary, none. ter. 
Fees, Debtors, £1:0:0. 

Felons, 1:7:4. 
Tranfports, - 5 1 5 : 0 each, and hire of waggon or other carriage. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a three-penny loaf each-, every other day (weight in Sep. 1774, lib. 

150Z. in Feb. 1782, lib. 14 oz.) and the college allowance. 

( See Remarks*) 
Garnilh, £0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons 8cc. 

1773, Dec. 16, 21, 18. 1779, Mar. 1, 12, 26. 

1774, Sep. 24, 13, 21. 1782, Feb. 25, 30, 35. 

1775, Dec. 28, 15, 29. Nov. 2, 33, 28. 

1776, Feb. 27, 15, 23. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Wejicomb. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday, Friday. 
Salary, augmented from £30 to £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Lipfcomb. 

Salary, augmented from £30 to £50 for felons, common-fide debtors, and 
bridewell prifoners. 

THIS gaol is kept very clean ; and the alterations in it are improvements. The Remarks. 
prefent dungeon, 48 feet by 23, is down but 5 fteps: it is lofty (12 feet), boarded, and 
has 3 large windows. The former deftrudive dungeon was darker, and down 1 1 fteps : 
Mr. Lipfcomb informed me that more than 20 prifoners had died in it of the gaol-fever 
in one year ; and that his predeceffor died of the fame diftemper. There are two 
rooms over the dungeon, for common-fide debtors ; three rooms with beds for felons 
who pay, and two rooms for women. The felons day-room is commodioufly en- 
larged. Their ftraw mattreffes and coverlets are brought out and aired when the 
weather is fine. The beds are all on crib bedfteads. They had every day a clean 
towel hung on a roller: the prifoner who took care of it and delivered it next day 
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Winches- W as paid a penny. If a little court, which is now fhut up from the gaol, and totally 

H ufelefs, were cleared, and opened towards the prifon, it would be very conducive to 

County 1 . . 

Gaol. health and convenience. The chapel is very low and inconvenient. 

St. Crofs's hofphal bread (the dole) is about a penny loaf given to each of the 
prifoners fix times a year; viz. on the eve of the following days, loth Auguft, 
3 1 ft October, Chriftmas, Eafter, 3d of May, and Whitfunday. 

The College allowance to felons is, once a week, an ox's head, four (beep's heads and 
hcnges, about feventeen pints of oatmeal, three pints of fait, twelve loaves the lize of 
twopenny halfpenny ones, about twenty-four gallons of table beer, and generally three 
times a week the broken victuals. 

The gaoler has two guineas a year for keeping a bread account, to check the 
baker. The juftices alfo take care of this matter and, in confequence, the quarterly 
bills, now the prifoners have three halfpence a day, amount to no more than they did 
in the lafl: gaoler's and baker's time, when the allowance was but a penny a day, and 
there was about the fame number of prifoners. 

The acl for preferving the health of prifoners was painted on a board, and hung In 
the court, by order of the juftices ; but, there is no batb. 

Southton.yJ Jd Gcmralem ^uarteriakm Sejfiwem — apud Winton— 1 1 mo . Jan™ 5'" Georgii II— 173 1 coram Esfc. 

AT able of Fee 3 — fettled — purfuant to an Aft — the fecond year of his prefent Majefty — entitled 

an Aft for the Relief of Debtors &c. 

At the entrance of every felon for cleanfing the gaol and finding candles and all other 

common neceffaries - 
At the difcharge of every felon to the gaoler - 
To him for the fecund and every other indiclment - 
At the difcharge of every felon to the turnkey - 
For the fecond and every other indiclment to him . 
To the gaoler for every felon for hi* bed on the mailer's fide weekly 
If two lye in the fame bed he may take of each for lodging in fuch bed 
At the entrance of every debtor for cleanfing the gaol and finding candle and other neceffarh 
Of every debtor for each week's lodging in the gaoler's bed on the mailer's fide 
For each debtor difcharged to the gaoler - 

Of him for the fecond and every other a<ftIon - - • 

To the turnkey at the difcharge of every debtor - 
To him of fuch debtor for the fecond and every other action - 

At the difcharge of every perfon committed for felony and whofe bills mall be brought in 
ignoramus and at the difcharge of every perfon committed for not finding bail or for 
ether mifdemeanors under the degree of felony no more than 

For copy of every warrant for a debtor • 

For the copy of every commitment of a felon - 
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** And be it further enafted — that every rtieriff, under IherifF, gaoler SiC. — fliall permit— him or her — 
" arretted to fend for — any beer ale and victuals or other neceffary food from what place they pleafe 
" and alfo to have — fuch bedding linnen &c._— -as he flie or they Hull think fit &c *." 

Copy 

Ed Stawell John Foyle Ed Hooker Rob Pyhe 

TboK Durnford The'. Bates R, C. Chahuer Cobb 

Ben] Woodroofe Ric New Jtbn Alwick. 



37* 



Winches- 
ter. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

WINCHESTER. The four rooms are too clofe, and the court (which is not Bkide- 
paved, 37 feet 5 inches, by 13 feet 10) is too fmall for the prifoners, who are 
commonly numerous ; efpecially at quarter feffions, when they are brought hither 
from the other bridewells. There is only one day-room (26 feet by 20 feet 4 in- 
ches) for men and women. The lodging-room below for the former, is 17 feet 
3 inches by 10 feet 3. In that above (21 feet by 17 feet 5 inches) are beds, for 
which each pays 2jr. 6d. a week, though three in a bed, — Adjoining is the women's 
room 1 5 J feet by 11 feet 2 inches. — At my vifit in 1 779, there were four young 
women, and in 17S2 five, among the prifoners, fome of whom were felons: at my 
laft vifit fix were kings evidence. I faw alfo a girl about 13 years of age, committed 
for two years, and had been long confined to her bed. — This prifon has been 
fatal to vaft numbers. The mifery of the prifoners formerly excited the com- 
paflion of the duke of Chandos; and for feveral years he fent them every week 
about thirty pounds of beef and two gallon loaves. — A pump lately funk. Claufes 
of a£l againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary, £40 : fees, 
ys. 2d. notable. Licence for beer and wine. Allowance, a three-penny loaf in 
two days : no employment. 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners 13. l 779> Mar. 1, Prifoners 11. 

1775, Dec. 28, - - - 21. 1782, Feb. 25, - - - 23. 

GOSPORT. One day- room ; a lodging-room below for men, and two above 
for women. The court airy. An oven to purify the clothes, but no fuel 
allowed by the county. No ftraw. Keeper a IherifF's officer: falary, £40: fees, 
6 s. 8 d. no table. Licence for beer and wine. Allowance, two-pennyworth of 



• Mr. White, and federal other gaolers y have exprefTed to me their fmtrere wilh, that fome precijk ord rs 
were given for their own condutt, and for that of the debtors as well as the felons ; fince fur want of fuch 
orders, the debtors in their irregu 1 arities often fet at defiance the keepers, who are embarraffed for want 
of knowing how they are to proceed in treating them. 

3 B 2 bread 
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bread a day (weight Nov* 6, 1782, exaftly lib.) ; no employment. Claufes of 
aft againft fpirituous liquors hung up. 

1774, Sep. 27, Prifoners 2. 1779, Mar. 6, Prifoners 9. 

1776, Feb. 26, - 5. 17^2, Nov. 6, - 3. Deferters 2. 

ODIAM. Only one day-room (12 feet 3 inches by 11 feet 3). A lodging-room 
for men | and one for women (11 feet 8 inches by 7 feet, and 6 feet 10 inches 
high). Another room, which is the largeft, the keeper ufes for a brew-houfe, 
dairy, &c. There are two lodging- rooms for thofe that pay 2 s. 6 d. a week. 
Some additions have lately been made to the keeper's houfe, but none for the 
benefit of prifoners. Keeper was a ftierifFs officer : falary, £15: fees, 6 s. 8d. 
no table. No licence. Allowance about a pound of bread a day : no ftraw : no 
employment. Claufes of ad againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. An offenfive 
dunghill in the court, and the prifon not clean. 

1776, Feb. 28, Prifoners 8. 
* 1779, Mar. 10, 5. 

1782, Nov. i y - - 4* 

NEWPORTinthc/jfeo/ PFtght BRIDEWELL, 
and NEWPORT GAOL. 

The bridewell for twenty-eight parifties; and the town- gaol, are now both in the 
old work-houfe ; four rooms being appropriated to that purpofe. No chimney; no 
ftraw: no court: no water acceflible to prifoners. There are two keepers ; one for 
the county bridewell, whofe falary is £19 : 15 : o; the other for the gaol, whofe 
falary is ^3. Neither the adt for preferving the health of prifoners, nor claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors hung up. 

1774, Sept. 27, Prifoners - o. 
1779, Mar. 5, - - - o. 
1782, Nov. 5, Petty Offenders 2. 

The Poor are removed from the old work-houfe to an Houfe of btdujiry built in the 
foreft of Parkhurji, near Newport, for the twenty-nine parifties, or whole ifland. 
Eighty acres of land, ftatute meafurc, was a grant from the crown, to the guardians 
of the poor, March 21, 1772, for 999 years, at the yearly rent of .£8 : 17 \ 9 *. 
At my laft vifit there were 65 men, 150 women, 155 boys and J 46 girls. The 
houfe was neat and clean; and thofe lodging-rooms were frelh which had apertures 



♦ 16th George III. Cap. LIII. 

3 



Western Circuit. HAMPSHIRE. 



373 



in the ceilings (18 inches by 12). The women's fick ward (28 feet wide) was quite 
clean, and the beds were not crowded *. 

The principal work of the houfe was making facks, bifcuit and nail bags, betides, 
there were tailors and (hoe-makers employed. The provifions were good j the girl* 
and boys were clean, a fet of fine healthy children. 

The ceconomy of giving them (efpecially the elderly people) no more of their 
earnings than one penny in the fhilling, is not for the advantage of the houfe.— 
Here is a fault (which is common in fuch buildings), that the dining-hall, work- 
rooms, and bed-rooms, are all too low. — In the paffages and ftaircafes of fuch houfes, 
all expedients fhould be ufed to promote the circulation of air„ 

At WINCHESTER is 

A Prison for Debtors, the Cheney Court in and for the liberty of the Soke : the 
property of the Bifliop. Two rooms, one 17 feet fquare, the other near 9, and 
6 i high. Out of repair. There is a garden into which prifoners who give fecurity 
are admitted. The bounty of the duke of Chandos did fupply this prifon every week 
(when there were prifoners) with one gallon loaf, and about twenty pounds of beef. 
Fees, 17J. lod. no table. Licence for beer. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. Several people drinking, as in adiforderly alehoufe. 

1775, Dec. 28, Prifoners 6. 
1779, Mar. 1, - - o. 
1782, Feb. 25, 1. 

In this County are a!fo at SOU THAMP TONf, 

The Bar Gate : Sheriff's ward for Debtors. Two rooms : in that for women; 
no chimney. In 1779, there were lb me alterations in thefe rooms, but the fewer 

* I obferved an excellent contrivance in the windows of the women's fick-ward. By a fmall hafp in the 
upper fafh and ftaples in the frames, when that fafli is in parr, or entirely down ; a padlork prevents the 
nurfes or patients putting it immediately up, as they generally do in the county hofpitals, and at Plymouth, 
and Ha/Iar, when the medical gentlemen leave the rooms. Dr. Lind told tno that in fumrner time he nails 
down fomc of the fames in the paffages, Sec. 

f I went over the Poor-houfe in this 'town, where there are fome good rules and orders ; I copy the 
laft (the twenty- fourth). " That thefe orders be publicly re id once a week, , that no one may pretend 
to plead ignorance thereof." — I mall take this opportunity to make an obfervatien refpecling the conduct 
of thefe houfes, which I think of importance. It is well' known that the grenxn-up inhabitants of thefe 
places are generally the llothful and idle, and will do no more work than they are abfolutely compelled to 
perform, and are full of contrivances to excufe thcmfelves from labour. Their precepts and example 
cannot fail of having a very mifchievous effeft upon the children who alTociate wLh riem. On this account, 
befides a feparation of the different ftxes, I would recommend a total Reparation of all children above feven 
years of age, from the adults. The want of this, I am perfuaded, is the reafon why fo few- good and 
induitrious fervants come out of poor houfes, 

was 
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was offenfive. There is no court : no water. Keeper, the oldeft fergeant at mace : 
falary, now^io: fees, 135.4*/. no table. Prifoners pay gd. a week. The corpo- 
ration allows 4d. a day to poor debtors. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors hung up.— 
The old keeper dead ; the houfe now perfe&ly clean. 

1774, Sep. 24, Debtors 2. i779> Mar - 3> Debtors p 

1776, Feb. 26, - - 2. 1782, Feb. 24, - - 2. 

Gaol for Felons (the Tower) at the lower end of the town. Two clofe rooms, 
18 feet 9 inches by 8i: very dirty. A court : no water. Gaoler's falary, now^io. 
Prifoners allowance, three-pennyworth of bread a day. 

1774, Sep. 24, Felons o. *779> Mar. 3, Felon 1. 

1776, Feb. 26, - - o. 1782, Feb. 24, - - o. 

Bridewell, joins to the gaol. Three rooms up flairs : no chimney : no court: 
no water : no employment. Keeper, a junior fergeant at mace : falary, £2 : fees, 
3 s» 4d. no table. Prifoners allowance, three-pennyworth of bread a day: ten 
(hillings a year for bedding. 

1774, Sep. 24, Prifoners o. 1 779, March 3, Prifoner i. 

1776, Feb. 26, 2. 1 /&z> Feb. 24, - 1. 

PORTSMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

The ward or kitchen for debtors is towards the ftreet, and up flairs there are five 
lodging-rooms with beds. In the court is a large room for felons, where I once 
found debtors lodged with them. This room and two over it for women are very 
black, having never been white-wafhed. Neither the adt for prcferving the health of 
prifoners, nor claufes againft fpirituous liquors, hung up. Gaoler is fergeant at mace: 
no falary: licence for beer and wine. Prifoners allowance, debtors none ; felons four 
pence a day. No bedding nor ftraw. 

A table of fees is hung up in this gaol: it is figned by the town-clerk George Huijh 
30th June 1738. He writes at the title, " Fees due to the fergeants at mace of the 
<c faid borough, which I have known to be paid from the year 1693 and have been 
11 informed were antiently paid." 

For every commitment 1 jj. iod. out of which the town- clerk hath 3/. 6d. &c. &c. &c. 

Debtors. Fclom &c. Debtors. Felons fcc. 

1774, Sep. 24, 2, 4. 1779, Mar. 6, 6, 1. 

1776, Feb. 26, 2, 1. 1782, Nov. 5, 6, 4. 

BASINGSTOKE Prison, for Debtors, is one room in the keeper's public- 
houfe, which he rents at £6 a year. He is town-fergeant and has no falary. 

1776, Feb, 28, 1782, Nov. 1 , No prifoners. 

WILTSHIRE. 
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Salis- 
bury. 



COUNTY GAOL at SALISBURY*. 

GAOLER, Thomas Biggs. 

Salary, none. But /8o a year (raifed from £50) to fupply felons as 

below. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, ^1:1:0. 

Felons, o : 7 : 8. 
Tranfports, .£4 14:0 each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, a penny loaf a day each (weight in Sep. *774> 8 GZ -) : novv 
id. a day: i.e. i^d. bread (weight in Feb. 17S2, i$oz.), and a 
pint of fmall beer. (See Remarks.) 
Garnifli, Debtors Mafter's-fide, - £0:8:8. 

Felons and Common-fide Debtors, 0:4:4. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1773, Dec. 13, 14, 8. 1776, Sep. 3, 7, 12. 

1774, Sep. 23, 12, 9. 1779, Mar. 1, 17, 15. 

1775, Dec. 27, 21, 15. x 782, Feb. 27, 20, 16. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Vanderplank. 

Duty, Friday prayers ; once a fortnight, fermon. 
Salary, £40; of which ^20 is a legacy. (See Remarks*) 

SURGEON, Mr. Crompton, now Mr. Cur toys. 

Salary, £10 : 10 : o for felons and common*fide debtors, now £21. 

THE prifon in this city called FiJJxrton-Anger Gaol (from the name of the parifh Remarks. 
in which it ftands) near a fine ftream, is alfo one of the county bridewells. Only 
one court. No day-room for common-fide debtors, nor felons: each fort have their 
fire (no fuel is allowed by the county) on a brick hearth raifed in the middle of their 
refpeftive lodging-rooms, without a chimney. The common-fide debtors room over 
the felons. Women-felons have a feparate room, about 15 feet fquare. 

Mr. Biggs has ^6:13:4 falary for the bridewell ; and £\o a year for fees of 
prifoners acquitted at quarter feffions, and 7*. 8 d. for the fees of each felon. He 
pays land and window-tax. 

• When his Majejly pafled through this city In 1778, he was pleafed to leave £200 for the difchargc of 
debtors confined for fums lefs than j£jo > by which benefaction eleven prifoners were fet at libertv. 

In 
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In 1776, there was a new building in the court ; a ftable, cart-houfe, and brew- 
houfe; with an infirmary over them, one room for men, another for women. I could 
not help wifhing that the lower part inftead of ftable &c. had been two day-ro ms 
with fi r e-places, one for debtors, another for felons. That part of the prifon w lich 
was the bridewell is not fecurc; and petty offenders are confined in the gaol. 

Juft without the prifon-gate was a round ftaple fixed in the wall : through it was 
put a chain, at each end of which a common-fide debtor padlocked by the leg, flood 
offering to thofe who ^fs by, nets, laces, purfes, &c. made in the prifon. The two 
whum i faw there laft rhskg crown debtors not cleared by the infolvent ad. Now, this 
is not permitted. 

At Chriftmas, felons chained together are permitted to go about ; one of them 
carrying a fuck or bafket for food; another, a box for money. 

Twenty poutids a year of the chaplain's falary is paid by Lord Weymouth by a 
bequcfLof Thomas Thynve, Efq. who bound for payment the manors of Weobly and 
Rols in the county of Hereford. The bequeft was recognized by Lord Weymouth in a 
deed of fettlement dated 2d of November 1709. 

Lord Pembroke pays a legacy of £5 a year out of the manor of Swallow Cliff in this 
county ; part to the chaplain himfelf, viz. a guinea for a hat ; the remainder to be 
by him -diflributed among the prifoners. Mr. Smith of Salifbury left the intereft of 
^50 to be divided among them. No memorial of any legacy hung up in the gaol. 
The aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up, 

— Die jkui 9 y- Georgii II Anno Dom 1 72 9 



A Table of Fees now and heretofore ufually demanded — and alfo for Chamber-rent 


Sec. - 




according to an Act — intituled an Acl for the Relief &c. 






£■ 




D. 


For entering and difcharging every aSlion or prccefs capias or latitat - - 1 


0 


0 


Entering and difcharging of every fecond adlion - - - - 0 


10 


0 


Entering and difcharging every capias utlcgat - - - - 0 


10 


0 


For the under-keeper or turnkey each aftion and writ - - - O 


1 


0 



m FELONS. 

For every commitment and dlfcharge by a juftice of peace or in court 

For every commitment for not finding bail for good behaviour 
For every commitment and difcharge of baltardy 
For every ignoramus upon felony .... 
For every commitment and difcharge on the ftatute of pramunire . 
To the under keeper on each of the caufes - 

LODGINGS. 

Every prifoner that lyes in the keeper's lodging in the Prize or Sheriff's ward pays by 

the week - - - - - - 026 

We whofc Names are here under written— at the General Quarter Seflions— held — at Warminfter — do 
hereby — allow the fame 

H Coker J Montague Jn°. Cooper Jn\ Eyles 

TLo*. Pbipps Ediv d /IJIje Edw d Young* 
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OTHER 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

DENIZES. This is alfo the town gaol. It has two night-rooms for men, and two Bm->t 
for women: but the day-room (19! feet by 18) and court-yard, common. A fmall WELL,< 
work-fhop ; I faw no body in it. An infirmary of two rooms. Four rooms for 
mafterVfide debtors. Clean and white-wafhed at my late vifits. 

Allowance to offenders, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day ( weight in Sep. 1776, 
18 ox. in March 1782, 14 oz. ) and a pint of fmall beer. Straw, 2 guineas a year, — 
In 1779, the bread allowance was one pound and a half. A window is now made 
in the keeper's kitchen which overlooks the court. The prifoners are without 
employment: the fhutters of the work-room nailed up. No fees are demanded of 
the prifoners : the county pays the gaoler 7 s. 8 d. for each. 

There was a debtor in 1776 from the court of requefts ; he had a wife and four 
fmall children. In 1782, a weaver who had five children, was confined for a debt 
of 10 s. 2d. Befides the colts, &c. he was charged 10 j. 6 d. for bringing to pr if on y 
though only from Calne at 7 miles diftance. There was alfo a woman for a debt of 
as. 3d. cofts and fees 5*. 2d. and 10 s. 6 d. for conveyance. Twelve weeks con- 
finement clears fuch debtors *. 

A few years ago the gaol-fever carried off many : but as the infirmary and 
fome of the other rooms mentioned above have been built fince that time, there 
is now little danger of that diftemper provided care be taken to feparate prifoner% 
in the apartments built for that purpofe, fome of which I found occupied by 
the keeper, and the men all crowded into one night-room. The keeper has a 
falary of £10, and keeps a public houfe. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. 

Debtors. Petty Offenders. Debtors. Petty OfFcnd. 

1774, Aug. 4, 3, 17. 1779, Feb. 27, r, 14. Lunatics 3. 

1776, Sep. 4, 1, 13. 1782, Mar. 4, 5, 25. - - 1. 

MARLBOROUGH. A common work-room 13! feet by 12*: a lodging-room 
for women 23 feet 2 inches by 9 feet 8 : another for men ; this is 13^ feet by lOj 
window 19 inches by 15, not to the open air, but to the work-room, which has 
but one window. All thefe rooms are on the ground-floor 5 and by a fewer 
'within doors, they are made very offenfive, efpecially the men's night-room; in 
which, when I was there firft, I faw one dying on the floor of the gaol-fever, 

* By an aft for Chippenham, Calne, Sec. 5 Geo. III. cap. ix. fimibr to that for Bedford, Mtlhjh*m> &c. 
the 3 of Geo. III. cap. xix. 

3 C The 
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The keeper told me that juft before one had died there, and another foon after his 
difcharge. Up ftairs are three rooms for thofe who pay 2 s. 6 d. a week. No 
court : no water acceflible to prifoners : no ftraw. Allowance to petty offenders, 
n,one 5 felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day and a pint of fmall beer. Keeper's 
falary lately raifed from £20 to £50, to fupply the prifoners with bread. The 
county pays the fees, 7 s. 8 d. at the difcharge of every prifoner. (The fees were 
formerly, as in a table dated 167 1, felons, £1 -.6:4; petty offenders, 14 J. 4^. &c.) 
Licence for beer. A furgeonj his falary £10 : 10 : o. At my vifits in 1775 and 
1776, fome prifoners were at work* but none in 1779. One of them faid, with 
evident concern, " he had been there thirty weeks and had not earned one half- 
penny." In 1782, no employment. On afking the prifoners, if they defired to 
work j they readily anfwered in the affirmative. Two faid, their wives had brought 
them wool, but the keeper would not permit them to fpin it. — I heard the juftices 
had viewed the outjide of this prifon. 

1774, Aug. 5, Prifoners 6. *779> Feb. 27, Prifoners 4. 

1775, Dec. 30, - - 8. 1782, March 4, - - 11. Deferter 1. 

1776, Dec. 17, - - 17, 

There is alfo at SALISBURY the 

City Gaol : the property of the bifhop: out of repair. Two rooms for felons, and 
three above them for debtors. No court : no water : no ftraw. The late gaoler paid 
£8 a year to a domeftic of the bifhop. His lordfhip fends to the prifoners at Chriftmas 
thirty (hillings worth of meat, and ten fhillings worth of bread. Keeper, a ffierifFs 
officer. Licence for beer: fees, 14 s. 8 d. no table. Allowance, debtors, none: felons, 
two pence a day. At my laft vifit, the lower rooms were let to the military for delerters 
&c. at 2 jr P a week. 

1775, Dec. 27, Debtors 3, Felons &c. 2. 

1776, Sep. 3, - - 2, - - o. Deferters 2. 
1779, Feb - 28, - - 1, - - 1. 

1782, Feb. 27, - - i, - r o. - 7 g. 
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COUNTY GAOL at DORCHESTER. 

GAOLER, James Chaffey. De»c»w. 
Salary, none. ( ti 

Fees, Debtors, - - £1:3:9. 

Felons at Aflize, - 1 : 3:8. 

Quarter Seflions, o : 17 : 4, 
Tranfports, £2 : 12:6 each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none; but on applying to juftices. 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day (weight in Sep. 1774, 

Garnifli, Debtors, £0 : % : 7.^ 

Felons, 0:1:3.} < See Re}narh -) 

Number, Debtors. Felons Stc. Debtors. Felons 4cc. 

1773, Dec. 14, 21, 9. 1779, Feb - 6 > *4> 6 - 

1774, Sep. 21, 19, 9. 1782, Aug. 3, 17, 8. 

1775, Dec. 26, 14, 7. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Dobney. 

Duty, Friday ; altered to Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, rai fed from ^30 to £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Kenn. 

Salary, £30 for debtors and felons. 

THIS gaol is quite out of repair. The court is in front, in which is the chapel. Remarks.; 
There is only one day-room for felons of both fexes, near which is the condemned 
rooms ; alfo on the ground-floor is the men's lodging-room, and adjoining a fmall room 
for women (8 feet by 6) with a window into the paflage. On the firft floor there are 
ten rooms for debtors in a paflage 5 feet wide. In September 1774, two debtors told 
me they had lived five or fix weeks on nothing but the county-bread, and water. In 
December 1775, fmall-pox in the gaol: no infirmary: no bath. A garden and a 
ftream at the back of the gaol. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and the aft for 
preferving the health of prifoners, are not hung up. — Mr. John Derby left twenty 
fhillings a year for bread to be diftributed among the debtors on the four quarter days! 
no memorial of this hung up. 

By the exertions of Mr. Pi/t 3 and the gentlemen of this county, a new gaol is going, 
to be built on the fame ground, and near the fine ftream. 

3 C 2 Edward 
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Douches- Edward Morton Plydell, Efq. fends each prifoner at Chriftmas fix-pence in money, 
% T£K and two pounds of beef. This kind donation has been continued many years by his 
C GaoJ. V & ther and himfdf, Lord Digby fends at Chriftmas two guineas to this gaol, and one 
to the county bridewell. 

Mr, Chaffey has been gaoler from the year 1728. I copied a paper of rules and 
orders figned by him : the laft article requires garnifh of a new comer. 
The following table in the gaol was hardly legible at my frji vifit. 



Dcrfet. A Table of Fees to be taken by — the Gaoler or Keeper of the Sheriff's Ward zxDorcbtJler 
— fettled — at Shajion — 15th July — 34th of George II — 1760 purfuant to an Ad — intituled an Ad for 
Relief of Debtors &c. 

& 8. D. 

Imprimis for the commitment fee of every prifoner for debt damage contempt or otherwife 

in civil fuits though it be on feveral adions - - - o 13 4 

For the chamber rent of every prifoner fo committed who fhall have a bed to himfelf and 
although there are more beds in the fame room and who finds himfelf bed bedding and 
fheets weekly and every week - - - • -020 

If there be two prifoner s and no more in one bed finding their own bed bedding and meets 

then each of chem to pay weekly and every week for chamber rent - -010 

Every prifoner who at his own deiire has a bed to himfelf and although there are more beds 
than one in each room and the keeper judge bedding and meeting 

(hall pay for fuch chamber rent and for the ufe of each bed and bedding weekly and every 
week - - - - - 020 

prifoners in one bed and no more in one bed and the keeper finding bed bedding and 
Iheets then every of them to pay weekly and every week for the ufe of fuch bed bedding 
and chamber rent - - _ . -010 

For the ufe of the common room the prifoner finding his bed and bedding - o o o 

But if the keeper finds bedding then - - - - - 006, 

For the hbtrate and difcharge of every prifoner out of the faid prifon for debt or otherwife in 

civil fuits or adions - - - - - o 2 O 

For the turnkey fees of every prifoner difcharged - • - -010 

Rlc Brodrepp R Riggs J Hanham 

Jn 9 Jennings E Okeden John Freke* 



The above written Fees have been perufed by Us his Majefty's Juftices of Aflize for the Weftern Circuit at 
the Afiizes held at Donhefcr in and for the faid County of Dor/et the 24th day of July 1760 and we do. 
approve the fame 

E Wilmot 
W Noel. 

Examined with the Original by John Wallis Clerk of the Peace 

of the County of Dorfa, 



COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at SHERBORNE. 

Four rooms, two for each fex, but only one day-room and one court. Keeper has a Bride- 
large garden: falary, £40: fees, 13 s. 4^. no table. Allowance, a three-penny loaf WELL * 
in two days ( weight in Sep. 1774, lib. 15 oz. now a half-quartern loaf, in Aug. 1782, 
lib. 3 oz. ) No employment. The keeper formerly told me he had fpoken in behalf 
of his fick prifoners to the clerk of the peace, who faid Cf he thought the late aft did 
not extend to bridewells," but now a furgeon is appointed. — There were 26 committed 
to this prifon in 1779, — 31 in 1780, — and 45 in 178 1. 

The juftices have very judicioufly provided for the relief of prifoners going to 
different quarter feflions. Their order, dated 12th April 1774, is as follows. 

Sherboruy Dor/it. The great inhumanity that frequently happens unto the feveral prifoners — conveyed to 
the different quarter feffions to be tryed — by the walking loaded with heavy irons — being taken into con- 
Cderation — it is the refolution and order of this court that for the future the gaol-keeper and bridewell-keeper 
fliall provide for one prifoner only a horfe, for two or more a convenient cart or carriage for the conveying 
them : and to be allowed the fum of three pence per mile for one perfon; for two or more the furaof fix pence 
a mile &c. 

1774, Sep. 22, Prifoners 9. 
1779, Feb. 6, - - 1. 
1782, Aug. 2, - - 13. 

DORCHESTER TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms ; the lower one called the blind-houfe - y the other over it is for debtors, 
(11 feet 4 inches by io|, and 7 feet 2 inches high). No chimney: no fewer: no 
water. Allowance \\d. in bread. The debtor had been confined in this ofFenfive 
room upwards of fourteen weeks \ he had eight children, and had not earned a half- 
penny. 

1782, Aug. 3, Debtor 1, Felons &c. none.. 

POOLE Town and County Gaol. Two rooms, down three fteps. No water. 
Keeper, no falary: fees, 13 s. 4 d. no table. Allowance to debtors and felons, 2 s. %d> 
a week each.— At my laft viGt the floors were boarded, and the walls of the court 
raifed *. 

1776, Feb. 26, Debtor 1. Felons o. 
1782, Nov. 3, - - o. - - o. 

* Pdo notdefcribe the fingle rooms or cages that are in many market towns, for the confinement ofs 
drunken or diforderly perfons, for a night, before they are taken to a magiftrate. One of the largeft (called. 
falijbury) is in foole, i8£ feet by 7^. In fome market, and even borough towns, indeed, there are no places 
«f confinement whatever, 

Poole. 
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Poole. Poole Bridewell, is in the work-houfe yard. Three fmail rooms now made into 
two. Keeper is the mafter of the work-houfe, which the late keeper farmed j but now, 
both that and the bridewell rooms are cleaner than at my former vifit. 

1776, Feb. 26, Prifoners none but a lunatic. 

1782, Nov. 3, One prifoner. 



DEVONSHIRE. 
HIGH GAOL at EXETER, 

FOR FELONS. 

Bxeter. GAOLER, Benjamin Sherry, now James Waber. 
Salary, none. ( See Remarks.) 
Fees, Felons, £0 : 14 : 4. 

Tranfports, - 1 : 1:0 each. ( See Remarks.) 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, twenty -two ounces of bread a day each. 

Garnilh, lately abolifhed. 

Number, Felons Sec. Felons kt. 

1774, Feb. 18, 20. 1779, Jan. 31, 33. 
Sep. 12, 14. 1782, July 27, 25. 

1775, Dec. 16, 25. 1783, Feb. 2, 57. 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Stabback. 

Duty, Sunday a fermon, and twice a week prayers. 
Salary, £40. 

SURGEON, Mr. Rule, now Mr. Walker. 

Salary, £42 for gaol and bridewell. (See Remarks.) 

Remarks. THIS gaol is the property of John Denny Rolle y Efq. whole family had a grant of 
it from the duchy of Cornwall: the late gaoler paid him rent ^22 per annum. The 
houfe and court are too fmall : there is only one day-room for men and women felons 
this is ufed as the chapel. Over it is the women's lodging-room. There are three 
rooms for fines, &c. one below and two above ; that below is fometimes ufed for the 
condemned. There are three night-dungeons (about 20 feet by 12) down three 
fteps; the fmall window of one of them is under a ftaircafe. Thefe dungeons ar« 
the more unhealthy as at one part they are 7 or 8 feet under ground. Mr. Rule the 

7 late 
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late furgeon told me that he was by contract excufed from attending in the dungeons Exeter 
any prifoners that fhould have the gaol-fever. There are now two rooms for an infir- High 
4 mary, but the ftairs that lead up to the men's rooms are intolerably bad: no bath. — A ° L ' 
The court is paved with pebbles; (flag ftones would be much better). In it is an 
offenfive fewer. — At the top of the gaoler's houfe is an alarm-bell. — The prifoners 
formerly made cabbage-nets for two pence a dozen - y and purfes of different forts from 
four pence to feven pence a dozen : the turnkey found the twine and thread *. Two 
failors fined a fhilling each had ^1:1:4 cac h to pay the clerk of the peace, befides 
the gaoler's fees. 

It was commendable and exemplary in the juftices of this county to fix the felons 
allowance by a certain weight of good bread, not variable with the price. 

There is no table of fees. But by the clofe of the preamble at the Sheriff's Ward, 
the table there feems to have included originally the fees of this gaol alio. The gaoler 
had for each tranfport two guineas from the merchant, to whom the county paid per 
contract ^5. The aft for preferving the health of prifoners is not hung up. 

About Chriftmas, the gaoler permits his prifoners to folicit charity in the city. When 
I was there in December 1775, the box was broke open, as was fuppofed, by the perfon 
who conduced them, as he abfconded. If any gentleman would undertake the difpofal 
of the contributions, this would not only prevent fuch a fraud, but the money laid out 
for meat, firing, &c. would be far more beneficial than their fpending moft of it in 
liquor. 

At my vifit in 1779, 1782 and 1783, I found the men together encouraging and 
confirming one another in wickednefs, and the women are obliged to aflbciate with them 
in the day-time f. 

An elegant fhire-hall is now finifhed : may it not be hoped that the gentlemen will 
turn their thoughts to this crowded, offenfive and deftruftive gaol, efpecially the pro- 
prietor, who (in 178a) liberally fubfcribed £1000 to encourage feamen to enter into 
his majefty's fleet; and who poffeffes an eftate to uphold this prifon ? 



* This art is very foon learnt, and when the prifoners were thus employed, I found them cheerful and 
healthy ; they faid they earned from three halfpence to two pence a day each, with which they got a little 
milk, or beer to their bread; and the old keeper faid " it kept them out of mifchief." 

+ From good information, I might jultly refer the magiftrates to what I have faid under Gfaf/Ier caftle 
(page 363), and the note at Stafford (page 350). 
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SHERIFF'S WARD, EXETER; 
the COUNTY PRISON tor debtors. 

Exeter KEEPER, John Jutjum. 

Sheriff's Salary, none. 

Ward. p ce% ^ Q . I+ . +< 

Licence, Beer, 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, none. 
Garnifh, £0 : I 2 4. 

Number, Debtors. Debtors. 

1774, Feb. ao, 43. 1779, Jan. 31, 36. 
Sep. 12, 24. 1782, July 27, 23. 

1775, Dec - l 5> 34- 

CJHA PLAIN, none. On Sunday a prifoner reads prayers and dines with the 

keeper. 

SURGEON, none. 

Remarks. THE Sheriff's ward or priibn is in the parilh of St. Thomas the apoftle, in the 
county of Devon. It has feveral large and convenient rooms for matter 's-fide debtors, 
and alfo fix rooms and a work-room on the common-fide. Court fpacious. Good 
rules of oeconomy. A humane keeper. He has a good fire for common-fide debtors- 
he faid he would gladly relinquifli his fees for a falary of £100 — and told me that 
during his time, about fifteen years, no more than five or fix debtors had obtained their 
aliment, the groats. In 1779, one debtor, on attachment from the court of chancery, 
had continued here from May 1758, who would not take the benefit of the infolvent 
adts; but 5t my laft vifit he was dead. Here is ftill an older prifoner, Grace Hooper, 
whofe warrant of commitment is dated 30th of November 1741. 

1760 Sheriff's Ward. 

De<vcn, to <wit* At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at the Caftle of Exon the 15th 
Jan. 1760 before Ricbard Bea<vis Efqr. George Tanner, William Clifford Martin, William Kittfon, Efqrs. 
and others &c. The Court having confidered the report of Sir Richard Warwick £am/ylde Bart. Sir 
George Younge Bart. Henry Crews Efq^. and John Snow, Clerk, Juftices of &c— appointed to enquire 
into Fees taken by the prefent Keeper and Gaoler of this County, and having confidered the Table 
of Fees heretofore taken by the Keeper of the Sheriff's Ward, and the Fees taken by the Keeper of 
the High Gaol and Keeper of the Bridewell of this County doth in purfuance of an Aft— entitled Sec. 
'—fettle and eftablifti the following Table of Rates and Fees of the Keepers of the faid feveral 
Frifons &c. 

A Table 
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A Table of the Rates and Fees allowed to be taken by the Keeper of the Sheriff's Ward for the 
1 Count)' of Devon. 

£. s. D. 

For the commitment fee of every prifoner for debt, damages, and contempts though it be 

on fcveral actions or procefies only - 
To the turnkey .... • 

For every liberate - - 
For the ufe of a bed in a fingle room for one perfon by the week 

The ufe of a room where there are two or more beds and two lodge in a bed each perfon 

by the week » 
The ufe of the common room if the keeper finds bedding each perfon by the week 
If the prifoner find* bedding . 



o 
o 
o 
o 

o 



'3 
1 

2 
3 

1 
1 



4 
o 
o 
o 

3 
o 



nothing 



We do hereby approve and ratify the Table of Fees above written purfuant to the faid Statute 

R d IFarwtck Bamfylde E. Wjlmot 



Nic/j* Nut combe Bluett 
Henry Craves* 
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Rules and Orders to be obferved in the Sheriff's Ward or Prifon for the County of Devon* 

Cha s Hayne, Sheriff. 

No prifoner to abufe the turnkeys — if they do — to be confined. 
If turnkeys ufe them ill — to complain to under-fherifF or keeper. 
Doors of lodging-rooms — to be unlocked— in winter — at fun-riling — in fummerat fix. 
Prifoners to be called over within the fore-door — at candle-lighting — and locking up in their feveral rooms 
at nine at night. 

Fore-gate to be locked at nine at night in fummer, at eight in winter. 
No prifoner — to go outfide of the rails towards the fore gate. 
No comber or weaver to work in lodging- rooms. 

No prifoner's family, or wife, to lodge in the prifon without confent of the keeper. 

No prifoner to be without the fore -door of the prifon-houfe on Sundays in time of divine fervice. 

No perfon to bring any fpirituous liquo.s into the prifon. 

After the door is Ihut at night no large jugs of beer to be brought, but pints or quarts may be put in at 
the window. 

No prifoner to throw any rubbifli in the pump-yard. 
No prifoner to keep any dog. 

No wood to be cut or cleaved in the chambers — it fpoils the plaftering. 
Keeper to place any prifoner where he thinks proper for fafety. 
No prifoner to remove his bed without keeper's confent. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at EXETER, 
in st. thomas's. 

At my firft vifits this prifon was out of repair : the windows fmall and glazed •, 
yet no cafements. An infirmary. — Keeper's falary, £60: no fees. He was a woollen 
manufacturer, and did employ fome of his prifoners. Others of them might have been 
employed in the large garden and court at rope making, packthread fpinning, &c\ 

3 D His 



Bride- 
well. 
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Exeter j-jj s number of prilbners for three years was in 1772* 92; — in 1773, 163; — in 1774, 
B™B£- Y 144 : anc * fr orn Ea ^ er ^ilions 1779 to Eafter 17 Bo, 171; — 1780 to 1781, 184; — and 
well. from 1781 to 1782, 227. When I was there in 1775, eight or ten of the prifoners 
were women; and yet the houfe was dirty. Allowance, two-pennyworth of bread a 
day (weight in Sep. IJJ4, 19T ounces; in July 1782, 18 ounces). The county appointed 
a chaplain, with a falary of ^30, and a houfe joining to the prifon which he let for £6 
a year, but lately this houfe was taken into the prifon, and the falary is ^36: duty no 
fixed time. 

Soon after my vifit in 1775 the ftirgeon and fome of the prifoners died of the gaol- 
fever: afterwards the prifon was repaired and improved. On the mens fide there is a 
hall or chapel and two large lodging-rooms: on the women's fide two rooms and a lodg- 
ing-room ; and the courts are feparate. The prifon now white-waihed twice a year* 
The rooms and court for the fick are fomeiimcs ufed for vagrants. No bath : no 
employment. 

1774, Sep. 12, Prifoners 22. l 779> Feb. 5> Prifoners 27. 

1775, Dec. 24, - - 34. 1782, July 28, - - 43. 

EXETER CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Sarah Strong, now John Herbert. 
Salary, £20. 
Fees, Debtors. £0 : 16:4. 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 
Tranfports, the expence. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, three-halfpennyworth of bread a day each. 
Garnifli, Debtors, £0 : 3 : 6. 



Number, 






Debtors. Felons &Ct 




Debtors. Felons &c. 


'774, 


Feb. 


20, 


II, I. 


1 782, July 28, 


3» »• 


*775> 


Dec. 


* 5' 


7> 2 


1783, Feb. 2, 


4, j. Dcferter i. 


1779, 


Jan. 




2, 2. 






CHAPLAIN, 


none. 











SURGF.ON, none. But ordered for felons by the chamber upon occafion. 

I Ri marks. THIS ga^l, called the South gate Prifon, has in the keeper's houfe, two rooms 
'(the long-room, and jl:oe) and feven lodging-rooms, for debtors. — The three wards 
on the other fide of the gateway, for felons, are very clofe, dirty and offenfive : no 
chimney: no court: no water* In 1779, I found a woman fick, who had been 

confined 
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confined three years on the felons fide. The aft for preferving the health of priloners, 
and claufcs againft fpiricuous liquors, not hung up. 

Here are fent 51 ps?iny loaves (w tight* July 1782, 8 oz.) every week to the debtors ; 
if only one, he has the whole; if more, they are equally divided amongft them : from 
what legacies they come is not known in the gaol, as no other account is hung up than 
two painted boards, which contain memorials of fundry bequefts. They are not dated; 
one of them feems ancient. I will tranferibe the legacies from thefe after the table ot 
fees. — The tailor's company fend them fjt 44/. on Eafter-cve; and at the fame time they 
receive from the chamber 36 penny loaves. 



ExETE K 

City. 



City and County of the City of Exon ( to n it. J 

Fees of the Gaoler or Keeper — of the Gaol — called the Compter— at the Soutb-Galc — fettled — at the 
General Quarter Scflions — held at the Guild-Hail — 10th of April — nth George II — 1738— in pur- 
fuance of an Act for the Relief of lnfolvent Debtors &c. 



For the commitment fee for every prifoner for debt, damages, contempt or otherwife 

though it be on fevenl actions or proceiles I ,.- - 

To the turnkey ------ 

For every literate 

For the ufc of a bed in a fingle room for one pcrfon per week ... 
For the ufe of a room wherein are two or more beds, and two lodge in each bed, then for 
each bed 

For the ufe of the common room the prifoner finding the bed 
But the keeper finding the bod then per week - 



£> s. 



o 
© 
o 
o 

o 

o 
o 



13 

I 

2 

3 

2 

o 
I 



4 

o 
o 
o 

6 
6 
o 



Arthur CulmCy Mayor Natk* Dewdney 



Tho* Coppkjhnc. 



The above Table of Fees hath been reviewed and confirmed by us his Majcfty's Juftices of Aflize for 
the Weftern Summer Circuit held in and for the City of Exon and County of the fame City. 
24th July 173s. 

J Fortescue W« Thompson. 

LEGACIES. 

A ME MORI ALL of certayne Guyftes to the ycerlie value of Twenty Poundes geeven by Laurence 
Seldon and Elizabeth his Wife, to be diitributed by the Maior and Bayliffcs of the Cittie of Exon for ever 
as followith : 



I b d kl" f ^ r '^ oners * n kinges gaole neer the caltell of Exon 

derives warde, gaole, and county of | S 



to the poore [ 



the cittie of Exon 



Shills 
yeerly 
26* 

6.10.0 



The other articles in this piece of antiquity, fuch as is. 6d. a year to the mayor of 
the city, ckc. I mud omit as foreign to my purpofe. 



* For many years pad the prifoners in the high gaol have not received this legacy. 

3 D 2 
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The memorial on the other board is as follows : 

Ex 072, 

Soulbgate. Mrs, Hefler Reed gave fix-pence a week for ever, to this prifon, to be paid out of a tenement 
called Vcn, in the parifli of Culentton, and laid oat in middling wheat bread, and diftributed always to 
the prifoners in the Shew *. 

There is no memorial in the prifons at Exeter of the following donations, mentioned 
in Richard Izacke's Alphabetical Rcgijler, &c. printed in 1736. Such valuable Regijers of 
perfons laft wills, grants, &c. in other cities, would prevent the mifapplication of many 
charities, 

Reynold Hayne in 1354, bequeathed all his lands and tenements lying in the fuburbs 
of the faid city to the cathedral church of St. Peter there, for the relief of thofe that are 
imprifoned in the common gaol in the faid city. 

William Par amove by will lid Feb. 1570, bequeathed to the needy prifoners in the 
king's gaol in Exeter, in the South- gate gaol there, and in the Counter, to every of 
them ten (hillings for ever, yearly, to be paid by his heirs out of his lands in the Cookrow 
in Exeter. 

Thomas Bridgman by will 3d of April 1641, gave to the faid city the fnm of ^60 to be 
continued as a perpetual flock, whereof the intereft of £40 to be beftowed upon ths 
prifoners in the upper prifon ; and the intereft of the other £20 to be beftowed upon the 
prifoners in the lower prifon, and this likewife to continue for ever. 

Edward Young, D. D. 6th June, 1663, by will gave twenty (hillings a year to the 
prifoners of the caftle, to be diftributed by the Dean of Exeter for the time being, on 
the 29th of May. 

TIVERTON Town Gaol. Two rooms under the town-hall, with a window 
in each towards the ftreet. Keeper no falary. Fees, 3 s. 4*/. Licence for beer. 

1782, Aug. 1, No prifoners. 

TIVERTON Town Bridewell. This was formerly a chapel, and is now an 
old thatched building, in which is a work-room, and three fmali rooms below; and 
three above. In the court there is an old work-fhop and three malt mills, which have 
not been ufed for fome time. Keeper's falary, £8:8: o. Fees, 35. 4^. he lives diftant 
and puts in a deputy. The prifon is dirty. Allowance, three half-pence in bread and 
half their earnings. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up, 

1782, Aug. 1, Prifoners 5. 

* The Skew er (perhaps the) Shoe is the common ward for poor debtors, who ufed to beg by letting 
down a ftioe. 

PLYMOUTH 
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PLYMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

Three rooms for felons &c, and two rooms over them for debtors. One of the Ply- 
former, the dinky 15 feet by 8 feet 3 inches, and about 5* feet high, with a wicket MUUTH » 
in the door 7 inches by 5 to admit light and air. To this, as I was informed, three 
men who were confined near two months under fentence of tranfportation, came by 
turns for breath. The door had not been opened for five weeks when I with difficulty 
entered to fee a pale inhabitant. He had been there ten weeks under fentence of 
tranfportation, and faid he had much rather have been hanged than confined in that 
noifome cell. In another room (13 feet by 5-*- and 6 feet 9 inches high, the window 
only 18 inches by 14, and the wall 2 feet 8 inches thick), at my lad vifit there 
were two prifoncrs ; one of whom aflured me he had been there upwards of feven 
weeks, and lometimes, with four or five other prifoners, where they were almoft 
fufFocated. — The other room is for women (ly feet by 10). The whole is dirty, 
and has not been white-waflied for many years. No court : no water. The gaolers 
live diftant ; they are the three fcrgeancs at mace. Fees, i$s. 4^. no table. 
Allowance to debtors, none but on application : felons, two-pennyworth of bread a 
day. No ftraw. 

Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Sep. 15, 3, 1. 1779, Feb. 3, i, o. 

J 775> Dec. 17, o, o. 1782, July 30, 4, 4. 

In the Royal Hospital at this place, the patients lie in a kind of cradles, which Royal 
might be advantageouily adopted in prifons, particularly in the fick rooms. Thefe I 05P1 ' 1AL * 
have already defcribed in page 39. As the confirmation of the hofpital itfclf is in feveral 
rcfpcdls Angular, and apparently well connived, I give a view of it (omitting two 
buildings, which I think impropei ly placed)-, and fubjoin a particular defcription of 
the whole, with which, together with the annexed plan, 1 was favoured by my friend 
Dr. FatTj the worthy and ingenious phyfician of the hofpital. 



*Tht Royal Hospital fo* the reception of feck and hurt feamen and marines is fituated at Stonehoufe t 
nearly equiuiftant from the two towns of Plymouth and Plymouth Dock ; a /"mail arm of the fea which pafTes 
by Stcnebovfe, under the Hofpital wall, admitting of boats to land, at the outer gate, by the time of half- 
flood tide. 

It confifts of eleven large buildings, and four letter, the whole forming a fquare, but detached from each 
other, for the purpofe of admitting a freer circulation of air, as alfo of claifing the feveral diforders, in 
fuch manner, as may beft prevent the fpread of contagion. 

The buildings are of rough marble, raifed in the neighbourhood, with purbeek rufUcated coyns, and 
in front is a handfome colonnade, fupported by moor Hone pillars, with a flat roof covered with lead, 
which ferves as an airing ground for convalefcents in bad weather. 

The buildings are numbered, ntiz, ten buildings (exclufive of the center, or chapel building) each 
containing fix waid-, in all fixty ; each ward will conveniently hold twenty cradles, and in the 
xecovery wards, if required, twenty-five \ fo that with four under-ground wards, in the 7th, Sth, and 

9th 
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Plymouth gth buildings exclufive of the fmall- pox ward, fifteen hundred patients may on an emergency be accom- 
Roval modated. — Each ward in the ground, and fir ft floor is 60 feet by 23 feet 8 inches and 12 feet 2 inches 

Hospital. high ; in the attic ftpry, length and breadth the fame, height 9 feet 6 inches. 

The ground-floor of the center or chapel building, contains the difpenfary, laboratory, furgery, and 
difpenfers apartments ; the fur ft floor, the chapel, council room, with apartments in that and the attic ftory, 
for the matrons, aftiftant furgcons, afTiftant difpenfers &c. 

The area in the middle of the hofpital is handlbmely laid out with grafs -plats interfered by gravel 
walks, which are kept in very good order ; befides which there is a large airing ground, furrounding the 
whole, containing in all about twelve acres. 

At the higher end of the airing ground to the north, is a large refervoir of water, which by means of 3 
chain pump, throws the water into a leaden cittern, which being higher, conveys the water by means of 
leaden pipes, into every ward, for the ufe of the patients, clcanfing the water clofets, filling the baths 
fire, every building being furnifhed with a bath and copper for heating the water to the temperature 
required. 

Befides this refervoir, a new one has lately been conftruc"led upwards of 43 feet long by 2; wide, and 
5 feet 6 inches deep, capable of containing 180 tons of water, intended for the purpofe of fcouring all. 
the main drains, as alio the leading drains from the five higher buildings — the others are regularly cleanfed 
by fcavengers employed for that purpofe, the drains being fo conftrucled as to admit of a man walking 
through them ; by this means they are now kept tolerably tweet, the only frnell which remains, efpecially 
when the wind is in certain directions, probably arifes from the cifcrns (or fin Straps as they are called) 
which are funk for the purpofe of receiving the foil from the pipes and kept covered with water, 
to prevent any oitenfive fmcll ; but as they mud be emptied by hand, provided a fall could be got 
fufneient to carry off the foil at once from the leading to the main drain, it mould fecm to be more eligi- 
ble than this contrivance *. 

Patients on admiiiion are wafhed and fupplicd with hofpital drefTes, and their own clothes carried to the 
fumigating houfe. A nurfe is allowed for every ten men ; the greaceft attention is paid to cleanlinefs, 
and the keeping the wards always well ventilated. 

Some few erections are H: ill wanted to render this Hofpital complete, r. g. the building a chapel diftinCl 
on fome part of the airing ground, and converting the pre fen t one into a dining hall for patients on full 
diet ; two pavilions at the entrance, one for a receiving room for patients, on admiflion before thev are 
warded, the other for a council room, furvcying invalids &c. for want of which many inconveniences in 
time of war have been experienced. 

The Regulations refpedting ihtfmrpij and other Icrvanrs of the royal hofpital; and 
the Orders to be obfbrved by tHfc patients are hung up in the hofpital, 

A Scheme of Diet to be ufed at Plymouth Hofpital. 
I ft. Low Diet. Water gruel, panado, rice gruel, milk pottage, or broth, and bread and butter, if 

neceifary. For drink, toaft and water, piifan, or white decoction. 9 

2d. Half Diet. For bieakfaft, milk pottage; for dinner, half a pound of mutton, fome light 

bread pudding, or in lieu of it, fome greens ; a pint of broth, one pound of bread, one quart of fmall 

beer; the men upon this diet to dine in their own wards. 

3d. Full Diet. Brcakfaft as above ; for dinner one pound of meat, one pint of broth, one pound 

of bread, three pints of fmall beer ; fupper in the two lad named diets, to be of the broth left at dinner; 

or, if thought neceflary, to be of milk pottage- 
Rice milk, orange whey, orange and lemon water, tamarind whey and water, vinegar whey, balm tea ; 

fage tea. Theft to be difcretionally ordered by the Phyfician and Surgeons. 

# Thus it is done in the New Prifon at Burgos, p. 161. 

CORNWALL, 
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COUNTY GAOL at LAUNCESTON, 

FOR FELONS. 

GAOLER, John Mules, deputy, under the conftable of the caftle, Coryndon Laun- 

Carpenter, Efq. now John Anthony Roe, Efq. ceston. 
Salary, augmented by the county from ^8 to n, now £16. 
Fees, Felons, £0 : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, 4*/. a mile each. 
Licence, none, * 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Felons, a three-penny loaf each in two days; white or brown at 

their option (weight in Dec. 1775, of white bread lib. 10 oz. 
brown, lib. 2 oz.J. 

Number, Felons, &c. Felons, &c. 

1774, Feb. 19, 11. 1779, Feb. 4, 4. 
Sep. 13, 8. 1782, July 31, o. 

1775, Dec. 23, 6. 1783, Feb. 3, 1. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lethbridge. 

Duty, Tuefday and Friday, 

Salary, £50, for this and the county gaol at Bodmin. 

SURGEON, Mr. Bennett. 

Salary, 

THIS gaol, though built in the large green belonging to the old ruinous caftle, Remarks. 
is very fmall; houfe and court meafuring only 52 feet by 44; and the houfe not cck 
vering half that ground. The prifon is a room or paflage 23^ feet by y\, with only 
one window 2 feet by if: and three dungeons or cages on the fide oppolitc the win- 
dow : thefe are about 6f feet deep; one 9 feet long; one about 8 ; one not 5 : this 
laft for women. They were all very offenfive. No chfhmey : no water : no fewers : 
damp earth floors : no infirmary. The court not fecure ; and prifoners feldom per- 
mitted to go out to it. Indeed the whole prifon is out of repair, and yet the goaler 
lives diftanr. 1 once found the prifoners chained two or three together. Their provi- 
fion was put down to them through a hole (9 inches by 8) in the floor of the room 
above (ufed as a chapel) ; and thofe who ferved them there, often caught the fatal 
fever. At my firft vifit 1 found the keeper, his afliftant, and all the prifoners but one 
(an old foldier) fick of it : and heard that a few years before, many prifoners had died 
of it; and the keeper and his wife in one night. 

I learned 
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I learned that a woman who was difcharged juft before my firft vifit (by the grand 
jury making a colledion for her fees) had been confined three years by the ecclefiaftical 
court, and had three children in the gaol. There is no table of fees. 

The King, of his royal bounty, offered ^2500 towards a new gaol; but nothing had 
been done by the county in 1776. 

In 1779, five hundred pounds of the king's bounty was appropriated to this gaol. 
In a paflage 54 feet wide there were for men four new cells (8 feet by 6 1, and 8 feet 
4 inches high) a day- room, and a court. Over thefe rooms are the gaoler's apart- 
ments. Adjoining is the old gaol, which is for zvomen and the court Js made fecure : 
no water. 

I was edified by the ferious behaviour of the chaplain at prayers. The prifoners re- 
fpeft him, and were very attentive. 

The mayor fends the prifoners weekly one [hillings worth of bread : no memorial of 
the legacy in the gaol. Tranfports had not the king's allowance of zs. 6d. a week. 
Neither claufes againft fpirituous liquors, nor the a£t for preferving the health of pri- 
foners, are hung up. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BODMIN. 

The county pays £20 a year for this prifon. It is much out of repair* and the 
walls round the court not fafe enough to let prifoners ufe it. The night-rooms are two 
garrets, with fmall fky-lights 17 inches by 12, clofe glazed. I was informed that a 
few years ago the gaol fever Was very fatal, not only in the prifon, but alfo in the 
town. Keeper's falary raifed from £20 to .£28 : fees, 16s. 8d. no table. Allowance, 
a three-penny loaf in two days (weighty Dec. 1775, gt GS.JL A furgeon to this bride- 
well: his falary £20. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 19. 

1775, Dec. 22, - - 29. 
1779, Feb. 4, - -13. 

The above was the account in 1779, but now the prifon is difcontinued, and the 
prifoners are fent to the new county-gaol in this town. 
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SHERIFF'S WARD at BODMIN, 



the COUNTY PRISON for debtors. 



KEEPER, 
Salary, 
Fees, 



Jofeph Gatty, afterwards his Widow. 
Debtors, £0 : 13 : 4. 



BoDMIN. 



befides o : 4 : 1 to the (heriff. 



Licence, none. 
PRISONERS, 



Allowance, none. 
Garnifh, jTo : 2 ; 
Number, 



0. 



Debtors. 



1774, Sep. 14, 19. 

1775, Dec- 22, 18. 
1779, Feb. 4, 13. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none. 

THIS prifon, for which the fheiiff paid £20 a year, was out of repair. A fpacious Remarks. 
back court-, with a ftream running through it. The keeper paid window-tax, 
£3:7:0; and fome windows were flopped up *. He faid he had been in that office 
above twenty years ; and during the whole time had but four prifoners who obtained 
from their creditors the allowance commonly called groats. 

This was the account in 1779, but now the prifon is difcontinued, and the debtors 
are fent to the new gaol. 

* I have mentioned thk circumjlance in the beginning of my work, page 8. and have befides often occafion- 
ally noticed it, fince in fcvcral counties, no demand is made of this tax in prifons j and where it is, the gen- 
tlemen in the commiffion of the peace probably do not know or attend to it. Keepers always pay it with 
grf at reluctance ; and it is a temptation to them to (lop up windows the air from which may be very effential 
to the health of the prifoners. 



COUNTY 
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COUNTY GAOL at BODMIN. 



Bodmin. GAOLER, James Chappie. 

Salary, £30. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 17 ; $1 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 

Tranfports, 
Licence, none, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, men &c. lib. ^oz. of bread, and on Sundays half a pound 
of meat (fee regulations.) 
Garnifh, Debtors, .£0:2:0. 
Felons &c. none. 

Number, Debtors. Felons. Petty OiTcnJeic. 

1782, July 31, i4> 4> 8 - 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Lethbridge. 

Duty, Saturday : by his curate. 

Salary, (fee Lanncejion). 

SURGEON, Mr. Hamley. 
Salary, £30. 



Remarks. THIS new gaol is built on a fine eminence, at a little diftance from the town, 
where there is a conitant current of water. Here is a good houfe for the gaoler, in 
which there are apartments for mafter's-fide debtors, and a chapel. There are feparate 
rooms and courts for each fex of debtors, of felons, and of petty offenders or bridewell 
prifoners ; and each prifoner has a feparate lodging- room (about 8 feet 2 inches by 
<; feet 8, and 74 feet high), which is furnifhed with a bedftead, ftraw-bed, two 
blankets and a coverlet. There are two rooms for an infirmary, and under them 
three condemned cells. In two of the courts are baths. — In the centre of the gaoler's 
houfe there is a turret with an alarm-bell and clock. — The men who are confined for 
petty offences, are employed in fawing and polidiing ftone, and, as they have the 
county allowance, have only one fixth of what they earn. Claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors are hung up. The adt for preferving the health of prifoners is not hung up, 
but the gaol is now kept very neat and clean. 

4 B y 
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By a fpirited exertion, the gentlemen of this county have erected a monument of their 
humanity, and attention to the health and morals of pi ifoners *. 

Here were committed from Jan. 13, 1780, to July 27, 1782, Debtors 75* 
Felons &c. 92, Petty offenders 94. 

The following tables of fees and regulations were printed and hung up, though not 
figned. 



395 

Bod m 1 m 
Count v 
Gaol. 



A Table of Fe e s and R a t e s, propofed to be taken by the Head Gaoler and Turnkeys, at Bodmin, 

From debtors. first c^lass. 

Every debtor voluntarily going into the mailer's ward, to pay the keeper at entrance, o 

To the turnkeys, . - - . • - o 

To keeper at difcharge, - - . _ - o 

To the turnkeys, . - . . 0 

Every debtor lodging in the matter's houfe, a bed to himfelf, per week, - o 

Two fuch debtors in a bed each, . . . „ - o 

Every debtor in mallei's houfe, bringing his own bed for lodging-room, - o 

SECOND CLASS. 

Every debtor lodged over the arcades, to the keeper at entrance, - o 

To turnkeys, - - - - - - o 

To keeper at difcharge, - - - - o 

To turnkeys, - - - - - o 

Every fuch debtor over the arcades lodged in the keeper's bed and room to himfelf, per week o 

Two fuch debtors in a bed, each per week, - - - o 

Common debtors having only ftraw, mattrefs, or their own bed, to keeper at difcharge, o 

To turnkeys, - - - - - o 



S. 

3 
1 
6 
2 
2 
1 
1 



2 
1 

5 
2 

1 

o 
6 
2 



D. 

4 
6 
8 
6 
6 

3 
3 



DEBTORS IN GENERAL. 

For figning every certificate to obtain a faperfedcas, or a rule, or order of court, 
For copy of ftierifF's warrant, if demanded, - 
For rcgiftering any declaration again!! prifoner, - 

For difcharge of every debtor on competition, or by any act of infolvency, or for want of 
profecution, (of which zj. $ef. is to be the turnkey's fee) 

From felons. 
For every felon acquitted and discharged - 

For every perfon bailed out, or difcharged, for which the fee is not paid by the county, 
For every convicl difcharged, - - 

From perfons committed to bridewell* 
For every perfon difcharged from bridewell, - ' ;2S • V 



o 

o 
o 



o 
o 

o 



I 
I 
I 



«3 
13 
■3 



6 
o 
o 
o 

6 

9 
o 
o 



6 
o 
o 



4 

4 

4 



o l' 



* 1 beg leave here to pay my acknowledgments to Jchn Call, Efq. a worthy magiftrate of this county, 
who has taken unwearied pains in this bufmefs, for the prefent of his very elegant drawing and plan of 
this prifon. 

3 E 2 Articles, 
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Bodmin Articles, Regulation?, and Allowances, eftablifhed for the Gaol, Bridewell, and Sheriff's Ward, at 
Bounty Bodmin. 
Gaol. 

I. No garnifti or other exactions at entrance permitted to be taken. 

IL No abufe, ill-treatment, or affray, to be fuffered between the prifoners; if fuch do happen, the 
a&ors and abettors to be punifhed at the difcretion of the head gaoler, by clofer confinement, harder 
labour, or reduced allowance. 

III. All forts of games for money or liquors, are ftriclly prohibited, and muft be prevented, and inno- 
cent exercifes and fuch as are conducive to health only to be allowed. 

IV. Irons to be provided at the county expence, and kept ready, but not ufed, except they are abfolutely 
ncceflary for punifhment or fecurity. 

V. Mailer or principal debtors of property, are to be lodged at their own requeft and choice, in the 
keeper's houfe, paying the cflablifhed rates and no more, for rooms, beds, and diet. —Ordinary debtors 
are to be lodged over the arcades in beds of the keepers, or their own, according to their choice or ability 
of paying the eltablifhed rates. 

YI. Every man felon, and bridewell criminal, fhall be allowed every day one pound and three 
ounces of good wholefome bread, and every woman felon, and bridewell criminal, one pound of the 
fame fort of bread, unlefs fuch allowances fhall be reduced by order of the head gaoler for ill- 
behaviour. 

VII. All felons who receive a daily allowance, fhould be kept to fome work. All perfons committed 
to hard labour fhall be ftri&ly kept thereto; and all other criminals in bridewell fhould have fome em- 
ployment. The Rated time of labouring to be ten hours per day in fummer, and eight hours in winter. 
The keeper to have one fixth part of the earnings, the perfons labouring one fixth part for their own ufe, 
befides the full amount of their extra work, and the remaining two third parts to go to the county Rock, 
towards the expence of their maintenance. 

VIII. The head gaoler to ring his bell at the hour of Iocking-up, which is to be at fix o'clock in the 
evening, from the firft day of October to the thirty-firft of March, and at eight o'clock during the reft 
of the year. To ring alfo at opening the cells, which is to be at fun rifing in the morning, from the 
firft of November to the thirty-firll of March, and at fix o'clock the reft of the year. No perfon to be 
fuffered to go into the night cells in the day time, unlefs to wafli or clean them ; the doors and windows 
to be kept open when the prifoners are let out, except the doors at the foot of each ftaircafe, which are 
always to be fhut. 

JX. The night cells to be cleaned by one of the prifoners daily, and waJTied once a week, or oftener, 
if thought neceffary, for which mops and brooms will be allowed. No filth of any kind to be left in the 
courts, nor any flicks, ftones, or other obilruclions thrown down the houfes of office, under fevere puniflv- 
irent to the o%ender, and indulgence to the informer. 

X. The chaplain wilt read prayers and preach every Saturday, government fa ft, and thankfgiving^ days, 
in the chapel, at which all perfons in the fevcral wards mull; attend, (if in a condition fo to do) otherwife 
they will be punifhed at the difcretion of the gaoler. 

XI. All the felon and bridewell delinquents, who attend divine fervice the preceding Saturday, and 
behave well, fhall have, befiJcs the eltablifhed allowance of bread, half a pound of meat, at the county 
expence, made into broth, every Sunday for dinner 

XI [. It is requeAed and recommended to, the juftices at Bodmin fcflions, the grand jury at the aflizesj 
and every juflice acting in the commiflion of the peace, to infpetl, as often as poflible, the gaol and 
bridewell, and to enquire into the treatment of the prifoners, and the diltribution of their refpeclive allow- 
ances. 

The flieriff and his deputy, it is to be hoped, will often vifitj and enquire into the Hate and treatment of 
the felons, as well as the debtors, 

XIII. Th<? 
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XIII. The head gaoler to keep a book of regifler for each ward, in which he is to enter the following Bodmin, 
particulars of every perfon who fhall be committed to his cuftody.— Date of confinement— Perfons name — 
Place of abode — By whom confined — For what offence — Stature, complexion, &c— Where difcharged or 
how difpofed of— -Remarks on behaviour, &c. 

FALMOUTH TOWN GAOL. 

Two rooms, the largefl 10 feet 8 inches by 9 feet 8, dirt floor; no chimney : no- 
court : no water. Keeper one of the town-fergeants, lives near ; no falary ; fees y 
6 j% % d. no table. 

1775, Dec. 19, Prifoners o. 
1783, Feb. 5, - - o. 
Feb. 13, - - 2, 

TRURO Town Gaol. Built about ten years ago: Two houfes in front, for 
the two fergeants at mace who are the keepers. In the back court is the prifon ; 
which confifts of four convenient rooms ; the two upper ones are vaulted, and have 
chimneys : no water. 

1775, Dec, 18, No prifoners. 1 7^3f Feb. 4, One prifoner. 

PENZANCE Town Gaol. Two clofe rooms : no court : no water- 

1775, Dec. 21, No prilbnersi, 

At PENZANCE is alfo 
A Prison for the Hundred and Liberties of Pen with* 

The property of Lord Arundel. Two rooms in the keeper's ftable-yard ; but 
diltant from his houfe, and quite out of fight and hearing. The room for men is 
full 11 feet fquare, and 6 high: window 18 inches fquare : no chimney. Earth 
floor j very damp. The door had not been opened for four weeks when I went in ; 
and then the keeper began to clear away the dirt. There was only one debtor, who 
feemed to have been robuft, but was grown pale by ten weeks clofe confinement, 
with little food, which he had from a brother, who was poor and had a family. 
He (aid, the dampnefs of the prifon, with but little draw, had obliged him (he fpoke 
with forrow) to fend for the bed on which fome of his children lay. He had a wife 
and ten children, two of whom died fince he came thither, and the reft were almoft 
Starving, — He has written me a letter fince, by which I learn that his diftrefs was not 

mitigated, 
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mitigated, and that he had a companion, miferable as himfelf. — No allowance. 
Keeper no falary : fees, 8 s. 4 d. every adtion : no table. 

A few years ago five prifoners, I was informed, grew defperate by what they 
fuffered in this wretched prifcn, and broke out. 

1775, Dec. 21, Prifoner f. 

LOSTWITHIEL Gaol, for Debtors, Is the property of the Duke of 
Cornzvall, lord of the Stannaries. A vaulted room below ; a large room on.the firfi: 
floor and three rooms over it, Thefe are white-wafhed once a year. (There are 
feveral other rooms defigned for confinement, and they were ufed one year as the 
fheriff's ward for the county.) The rules extend over the whole borough. The 
keeper told me that he had a prifoner who was arretted for £6 : the man had a large 
family, and not a bad character; yet the plaintiff paid him his groats for two years ; 
and dying then, bound his ettnte for the continual payment of them : but the 
infolvent a£t freed the prifoner and the eftate. Keeper no falary : fees, 13 s. 4^. no 
table. 

1774, Sep. 14, Prifoners 4. 

1775, Dec. 18, - - 2. 
1782, July 30, - - 2. 

PENRYN Borough Gaol. Two rooms adjoining to the town-hall, about 74. 
feet fquare; a chimney in each. The conftable is keeper. 

I 7$3> Feb. 6, No prifoners. 

PENRYN Prison, for Debtors. St. Leonard's chapel : the property of the 
earl of Godclpbin. One room 13 feet by 124, and 64 high : window 2 feet by 1 foot 
4 inches.. Keeper now pa^s rent, £12 : 12 : o. Fees, \$s. 4*?. notable. Licence 
for beer. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up : inftead of which, here, 
as at fome other prifons, and even county-gaolers houfes, on the outfide, is written, 
Spirituous liquors fold here. 

1775, Dec. 19, Prifoners o. 178a") Feb. 6, Prifoner 1. 
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COUNTY GAOL at IVELCHESTER. 
GAOLER, Edward Scadding. Ivelchbs- 



TER. 



Salary, £25. 
Fees, Debtors, £0:14:4. 

Felons, o : 6:8. 
Tranfports, £3 : 12 : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, two pence a day each, money; lately in bread (weighty 
Aug. 2, 1782, 1 lb. 2oz.) 
Garnifh, £0:3:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. felons Sec. 

1774, Feb. 21, 31, 22. 1779, Feb. 7, 33, 15. 
Aug. 2, 45, 18. 1782, Aug. 2, 38, 14. 

1775, Dec. 14, 34, 17. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Burnett, afterwards Mr. Pejlcr, now Mr. Tear [on. 
Duty, now, only Sunday. 
Salary, £50, now/30. 

SURGEON, Mr. Shorland, now Mr. Palmer. 
Salary, £8, now £16. 

THE gaol is near the river, and has no offenfive fewers. Debtors have the front Remarks, 
court, a day-room and fifteen lodging- rooms, five of which are free wards. The 
felons have a day-room ; and a lodging-room (42 feet by 18), called the long-gaol, 
in which two fmall windows towards the river are improperly flopped up : ftraw on 
the (tone floors ; no bedfteads. The women felons have a lodging-room and a clofe 
court, in which is no water. Thefe have no Jiparate day-room : a room, which is fit, 
and feems to have been defigned for that ufe, is taken by the gaoler for a ftable. No 
infirmary: no bath. This gaol is too fmall for the general number of prifoners. Affizes 
never held here. Prifoners are removed for trial to the bridewell at Taunton ; or to 
Bridgewater, where the prifon is only one room •, or to Wells, where there is no 
prifon at all: and yet, at Midfummer aflize 1775, the prifoners were kept in that city 
eight days. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and the adt for preferving the health of 
prifoners, not hung up. 

From a legacy of Mr. Kclfon of Norton, the pooreft debtors have fifty (hillings at 
Midfummer. No memorial hung up. 
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Somerfet, U <wit. At the General Quarter Seflions-held the 31ft day of March at Ivchhefter— 1761. 

Before Edward Philips, Efq, &c. 

A Table of Rates and Fees fettled and eltablifhed— allowed to be taken by the Keeper of the common 
Gaol in and for the faid County by virtue of an Aft— 3 2d of Geo. IL 



For the difcharge of every debtor *■ 
To the turnkey - - 

For every debtor's lodging fingly weekly including the ufe of a bed and bedding 

But if two debtors lodge together then each weekly - 

The gaoler is not to compel any debtor to lodge iingle. 

If a debtor has a bed and bedding of his own - 

If he lodges in the outfide ward, then weekly only - - - 

If a bed of his own then nothing for it 



£■ 

o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 



Edw* Pb flips > 
Jn° Br'ukdale^ 
Tho : Camp Hit) 



W m Rodbard, 
Giles Strangway. 



S. 

1 
1 

o 

1 

o 
o 



D. 

4 
o 

6 
9 

o 
6 
o 



29 July 176 1 . 
itatute. 



We do hereby approve and ratify the Table of Fees above written purfuant to the faid 

Eardly Wilmot 
Wm Noel. 



S'merfet, to mh* At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at the City of Wefts in and for the 
faid County of Somerfet, the 15th day of January in the year of our Lord 1760, before John Brickdak, 
the Honourable George Somerville, the Rev. Thomas Camplin Doctor of Laws> William RorharJ, John 
Pinckmatti Thomas Gunfton^ Charles Strangway, John Sowers, Efquires, and other their Companions, 
Jufticesof our lord the King, afTigned to keep the Peace of our faid lord the King, and alfo to hear 
and determine divers Felonies Trefpaffes and other Mifderneanors done or perpetrated in the fame County 
and fo forth. 

A Table of Rates and F e e s fettled and eftablifhed at this faid General Quarter Seflions of the 
Peace, allowed to be taken by the Gaoler and Keepers within their refpe&ive Gaols or Prifons in 
and for.the faid County, together with Rules and Orders to be by them refpedivcly obferved and kept 
by Virtue of an Acl of Parliament for that Purpoie made in the 3id Year of his prefent Majefty's 
Reign, 

To a BailtrTe: £. S. D. 

For every night'b lodging after twenty-four hours from the arreft - - -004 

For every day'* diet after the f.iid twenty -four hours - - - o 1 o 

For every other expence, the guard and every charge included, for the whole time he mall 

remain in cultody - - - - - - 036 

To the Keepers of the Publick Houfcs of Correction in the faid County : 

For the difcharge of every prifoner (except in cafes where the court (hall think it mould 

not be paid) - - - - - - -013 

To the turnkey - - . . - - -01 

For the prifoners bed and bedding weekly if found by the keeper if fingle — if double each 

pay only one half - - - - . .'.01 



4 
o 

o 
To 
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To the Keeper of the common Gaol in and for the fald County : Ivelches- 

£. $. D. ter 

For the difcharge of every debtor and felon (except in cafes where the court (hall think it ought Count r 

not -to be paid) - - - - - - o 13 4 Gaol. 

To the turnkey - - - - - 0 1 0 

For every debtor's lodging fingly weekly, including the ufe of a bed and bedding .016 
If a bed and bedding of his own • - - - - o t 0 

If he lodges in the outfide wards then only weekly - - -006 

If a bed of his own, nothing for it 

Rules and Orders to be obferved as follows 

Prifoners to be carefully (hut up every evening at fun-fet ; to be let out every morning between Michaelmas 
and Lady-day at eight of the clock in the morning and between Lady-day and Michaelmas at fix of the 
xloclc in the morning 

To have liberty to buy their own vittuals and drink in or out of the prifon 

The felons to have ten pound weight of clean dry wheaten ftraw every week 

Each felon to have a two penny loaf of houfehold bread according to the aflize of bread for the time being 
each day 

Felons men and women to be locked up Separately from each other every night 
A fick felon to be kept feparate from the reft as conveniently as pofilble 
The whole prifon bog-houfe finks and gutters to be kept as dean as poflible 

John BrickdaU W % Rodbard J. Somen Tbo. Gunf.on 

This is a true copy of the original filed with the records of the county of Somer/et, Examined this 2d day 
of May 1 7 S 2 by me 

Geo. Warry Deputy clerk of the peace of the faid coianty of Somer/et 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

TAUNTON. This prifon, called Wilton gaol (from the name of the parifh in Bhidi- 
which it ftands), has on the ground-floor, a work-room, a lodging-room for men, WEI - LS ' 
the condemned cell, and the chapel. On the firft floor the women's lodging-room, 
a ftraw-room, and feveral rooms with beds for prifoners who pay for them. — Men 
and women are together in the day-room. No employment. Some years ago, 
eight prifoners, out of nineteen, died of the gaol-fever. Allowance, two pence a 
day. Keeper's falary, £25: fees., 14 s. ±d. no table. Licence for beer. At my 
vifit in 1779, all the prifoners, and at my laft vifit two women and a man, were in 
irons. Two inconvenient bathing tubs ; never ufed. 

The county had generoufly gone to the limit of the a<Sb$ and appointed to the 
chaplain of this bridewell, and of that at Shepton-Mallet (as well as to the chaplain 
of the county gaol) a falary of £30, but the chaplains in the county gaol and at 
Shepton-Mallct having negle&ed their duty, I was informed in 1782, that the 
juftices had reduced the falary here to ^20, and taken off the whole at Shepton- 
Mallet. 

1774, Aug. 2, Prifoners 7. 1779, Sep. 2, Prifoners 10. 
Sep. 10, - - 5. 1782, Aug. 1, - - 9. 

1775, Dec. 14, - - j6, and Prifoner of war 1. 

3F SHEPTON- 
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Bride- SHEPTO N-MALUET. The date over the door, 1625. One day-room for men 
WELL ' and women. Men's night-room too clofe. The women's night-room, 16 feet by 7 ; 

the keeper has taken what feems to have been part of it, to make his malt-loft. He 
told me his prifon was fome years ago fo unhealthy, that he buried three or four a 
week: no infirmary. He is a lherifPs officer. Licence for beer: falary, £25: 
fees, 14*. 4</. no table. Allowance, twopence a day: no employment. Claufes 
againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. This prifon is white-wafhed twice a year. — 
Chaplain, now none. 

1774, Feb. 21, Prifoners 44. i779> Feb. 7, Prifoners 19. 
Aug. 3, - - 10. 1782, Aug. 2, - - 12. 

1775, Dec. 13, - - 29. 

TAUNTON Town Gaol. Two infecure and ofFenfive rooms in an old houfc 
rented by the keeper at £10 fer annum. No court: no fewer; no water acceffible to 
prifoners. Keeper no falary. Fees, 6 s. id. no table. Licence for been 

1782, Aug. 1, Prifoners 2, and one prifoner of war. 

BRISTOL CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

Bristol. GAOLER,' Henry Williams, now William Driver. 

Salary, none. Gown-money, £2 a year. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6:8. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, ^5:5:0 each. 
Licence-, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a pennyworth of bread a day, before trial ; two-pennyworth 
of bread after convidtion. 

Garnifh, £0:2:7. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Feb. 22, 58, 38. 1779, Feb. 8, 44, 21. 
Aug. 23, 33, 15. Sep. 1, 47, 9. 

1775, Dec - 7> 3 6 > l6 - l 7$ 2 > Mar - h 33> 32. Pirates 10. 
i77 6 3 — 16, 35, 18. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. ' Erf er brook. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednesday, Friday. (See Remarks.) 

Salary, £36. 
SURGEON, Mr./fe/ Dagge, now Mr. S afford. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 

BRISTOL 
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BRISTOL NEWGATE. 

THIS Newgate (as that in the metropolis) ftands in the midft of the city. It is Remarks. 
too fmall for the general number of prifoners. For debtors there are about fifteen 
rooms j yet no free ward. The pooreft pay ten pence halfpenny a week: others, two 
fhillings and fix-pence. For women-felons, a day-room and feveral night-rooms. For 
men-felons, a day-room, which might be conveniently enlarged : a court adjacent 20 feet 
by i2 3 very dole. Their dungeon, the Pit, down 18 fteps, is 17 feet diameter, and 
8| high: barrack-bedfteads : no bedding nor ftraw. It is clofe and ofFenfivej only a 
fmall window. There is another yard, the Tennis-Court, larger than that of the felons: 
here (as in feveral other gaols) I have feen the debtors mix in diverfions with the 
felons 3 by which, they become more daring and wicked than the felons. In this court 
is a convenient bath, but feldom ufed. Pumps out of order. Here is no proper 
feparation of men and women, nor of fines, &c. A room or two at the top of the houfe 
for an infirmary. There are many narrow paffages : the utmoft attention is requifite 
to keep the prifon healthy. I found it clean ; confidering it was fo crowded and fo 
clofe. It was fcraped and white-waflied once a year before the aft for preferving the 
health of prifoners. That aft is neatly painted on a board hung up in the chapel, 
which is commodious and has a gallery : feveral texts of Scripture are painted in fundry 
parts of it. — Claufes againft fpirituous liquors are not hung up. No table of gaoler's 
fees. 

The Rev. Mr. James Rouquet has been unwearied in attention to the fpiritual and 
temporal interefts of the prifoners ; officiating near twenty years without a falary. He 
had only once a gratuity of £20 *. Mr. Eajler brook now appointed. Befides the fervice 
noted in its place, there are thirteen fermons a year, for which the preacher has £4. from 
a legacy. 

John Hey don left £100 to be lent to two merchants, each paying annually to the 
corporation for the prifoners as intereft of his moiety, £1 : 13:4. Mrs. Aldfworth 
left about £5 a year, to be paid by the parifh of All-Saints ; two thirds of it to 
debtors, who receive the money ufually on Chriftmas eve ; the other third part is 
generally laid out in coverlets or blankets for felons. No memorial in the gaol of any 
legacy. 

A Table of Fees Town Clerk BnJoJ. 

£. S. D. 

Difchargc of prifoners from the highed felony to the lowed mifdemeanor £ 0134 



# This was written before November 1776, when Mr. Bouquet died in the forty-feventh year of his age. 
The general forrow, and the fermons preached and printed on that occafion, more than juftify what I have 
faid concerning the zeal of this pious divine. 

3 F 2 BRISTOL 
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Bristol. BRISTOL City Bridewell. Part of it is in the keeper's houfe, on one fide 
of a common footway : and part on the other fide. In the keeper's houfe, the mafterV 
fide, are three rooms: one a day-room; in the other two are beds at fix-pence a night. 
The common-fide, the bridewell,, over the way, conlifts of two parts feparated by a 
court of about 50 feet by 17. Each part has two rooms tfn the ground-floor, and two 
chambers. Total eight rooms (22 feet by 17^); windows to the court i no chimneys. 
The court being quite out of fight of the keeper's houfe,. he does aot fuffer prifoners to 
ufe it i nor the pump in it. They have no water but what is handed to them 5 and all 
the rooms are very dirty, and made offenfive by fewers. Little or no ftraw : ao 
employment. Keeper's falary raifed from ^20 to ^30. He receives the money for 
bread allowance, two pence a day: but the prifoners often afiured me, that what he gave 
them from his own Loaf was far fliort of two-pennyworth. In Dec. 1775, * releafed an 
acquitted woman prifoner detained for fees 3 J. 6 d. 

1774, Aug. 23, Prifoners 6. *779> Feb- 8, Prifoners 8. 

1775, Dec. 8, - -5. 1782, Mar. 1, - - 19* 

1776, Dec. 16, - - 7. 

BATH City Gaol. The afcent to this prifon, built in a meadow which is fome- 
times overflowed, is by a fine flight of ftone fteps. On the ground-floor is the keeper's 
kitchen, &c. and four rooms for petty offenders. Above are three ftories , five rooms 
on each : one or two of them ufed by the keeper : the reft for debtors ; one bed in a 
room, in which if two prifoners deep, they pay two (hillings a week each ; if one has it 
to himfelf, he pays four (hillings a week. Two rooms on the fecond ftory are free wards, 
one for men, the other for women ; on the upper floor is their work-fhop. There is a 
fmall court with offenfive fewers. Keeper, a fherifFs officer : no falary : fees, if from 
the court of requefts, 3/. 6 d. Debtors for large fums, 7 s. 8 d. no table. Licence 
for beer. Allowance, to debtors, none (they are liberally fupplicd by voluntary dona- 
tions) ; to offenders 2 d. a day. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors, and the aft for 
preferving the health of prifoners, not hung up. 

Debtors. Offenders. Debtors. Offenders. 

1774, Aug. 6, 16, 2. 17793 Feb. 10, 10, 2. 

1775, Dec. 12, 14, 1. 1782, Feb. 28, 3, 5. 

1776, 16, 11, o. Defcrters 3. 

BRIDGEWATER Town Gaol. Only one middle-fi2xd room; and one of the 
two windows flopped up. In this room at Midfummer quarter fefiions 1774, were (hut 
up twenty-feven prifoners. At fummer aflize the fame year, thirteen 3 two of them 
women. Aflize generally lafls from Monday to Saturday. The keeper's mother com- 
plained to me of the confufion and diftrcfs occafioncd by confining prifoners thus for fo 
long a time, 

1774, Sep* 10, and 1779, Sep. 2, No prifoners. 

YORKSHIRE. 
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COUNTY GAOL, YORK CASTLE. 

G A O LE R, Thomas Wharton, now William Clayton* Yo r * , 

Salary, none. 

Fees j Debtors, £0 : 8:8. 

Felons, o : 9:6. 

Admiflion, o : 3:4. 

Tranfports, - 10 : 10 : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, certified by their pariftO a fix-penny loaf each on Tuefday 



Felons, 






J and Friday ( weight, Nov. 1774, 








J lb. 107..) 




Garnifh, cancelled in 


1774* 








Number, 


Dtbtort. 


Felons Sec. 




Debtors. Felons ice. 


1774, Jan. 25, 


I I O, 


33- 


1779, May 7, 


76, 14. 


Nov. 2> 


49> 


3°- 


June 28, 


73> 16. 


1776, Jan. 26, 


89, 


44. 


1782, Jan. 27, 


69, 13. 


Sep. 21, 


38> 


32. 







CHAPLAINS, Rev. Mr. Peacock, and Rev. Mr. Bridges. 

Duty, Mr. Peacock Monday, Tuefday, Wednefday, Thurfday ; and only 

from Lady -day to Michaelmas, Sunday. Mr. Bridges a fermon on 
Friday. 

Salary, Mr. Peacock £50 from the county 5 Mr. Bridges £2$ from a legacy; 
Not in the lift, 

SURGEON, Mr. Stilling feet, now Mr. Favell. 
Salary, £40 for debtors and felons. 

IN the fpacious area is a noble prifon for debtors, which does honour to the county. Remark 
There is an afcent by a fine flight of done fteps to a floor on which are eleven rooms, 
full 16 feet fquare, near 12 feet high. Above them is the fame number of rooms : one 
or two of thefe for common-fide debtors. The rooms are airy and healthy. The 
debtors weave garters, purfes, laces, &c. in the paflages, as there is no work-room. 
On the ground-floor are the gaoler's apartments, &c. _ 

The felons court is down 5 fteps : it is too fmall, and has no water : the pump is 
juft on the outfide of the palifades. The day-room for men is only 24 feet by 8 : 
in it are three cells : in another place nine cells : and three in another. The cells 
are in general about 71 feet by 6\, and %\ high s clofe and dark* having only either 

6 a hole . 
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York. a hole over the door about 4 inches by 8, or fome perforations in the door of about an 
Castle, inch diameter: not any of them to the open air, but into paflages or entries. In moft 
of thefe cells three prifoners are locked up at night ; in winter from fourteen to fixteen 
hours: ftraw on the ftone floors; no bedfleads. There are four condemned rooms 
about 7 feet fquare. A fewer in one of the paflages often makes thefe parts of the gaol 
very offenfive : and I cannot fay they are clean. Indeed a clean prifon is fcarcely ever 
feen, where the water is to be brought in by the gaoler's fervants. The next houfe to 
the caftle-gate, and others in the neighbourhood, have river-water laid in at a moderate 
expence, and at my laft vifu it was brought into the caftle-yard, but not into the felons 
court. No bath. 

Women-felons are kept quite feparate : they have two courts, but no water: you go 
down four fteps to their two clofe rooms, a day and a night-room. Their condemned 
room is in another part of the gaol : near it is a room to confine debtors who do not 
behave well. 

The infirmary near the gate is only one middle-fized room. When prifoners of one 
fex are there, thofe of the other are excluded: at one of my vifits a fick man was kept 
out for that reafon. 

At aflize foine prifoners appear in court on their trial in the county-clothing *. 
The county pays Mr. John Sherwood £21 a year to infpedt and weigh the bread, and 
deliver it to the prifoners. He conftantly attends for this purpofe on Tuefday and 
Friday. The gaoler is a (heriff's officer. Tranfports convidted at quarter feflions had* 
befides the bread allowance, one fhilling a week. Thole caft at aflize had the king's 
allowance of 2 s. 6 d. a week. 

The grand fhire-hall in the caftle-yard is now finifhed. May it not be hoped the 
gentlemen of this great county will not flop there, but proceed to build a proper prifon 
for felons, in which boys may be feparated from old offenders, and the other inconve- 
niences of the prefent gaol avoided? — At my laft vifit, an additional building, oppofite 
to the (hire-hall, confifting of feveral rooms, was nearly finifhed f. 

Torkjbire. "Orders and Fees fettled by the Juflices of the Peace of the feveral Ridings of the County 
of York and confirmed by the Juflices of Aflize — which are to be obferved and kept by the gaoler — and all 
prifoners — until the fame fhall be legally altered. 

jr. s. d, 

Firft That every kmght fhall pay for his weekly commons at table if he eats with them 013 4 

For his fee if committed by warrant on a civil aclion - - o 1 3 4 

Every efquire for his commons at table weekly if lie eats with them - - o 10 4 



# See a more judicious praftice, fage 338. 

f The pubhe-fpirited Gentlemen of this County have (hewn themfelves particularly attentive to the 
improvement of this branch of police. I have to return my acknowledgments (tranfmitted to me by that 
aclive and worthy magiltrate, the Rev. Mr. Zouch) for the polite notice they were pleafed to take of my 
fuggeftions relative to the Hate of their county gaol. 

For 
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& s. 

For his fee if committed by warrant on a civil action - - o 10 4 York 

Every gentleman for his commons at table weekly if he eats with them - -080 Castle. 

For his fee if committed by warrant on a civil action - - -080 

Every yeoman, tradefman or artificer for his weekly commons at table if be eats with them 068 

For his fee if committed by warrant on a civil a&ion - - o 3 4 

And it is further ordered that every knight (hail pay nightly for his bed • -006 

Every efquire for the fame - - - - - 006 

Every gentleman for the fame - • - - -004 

Every yeoman tradefman or artificer for the fame - - - -002 

And that when the gaoler lodgeth two or more prifoners in one bed they mall pay for their 

lodgings amongft them after the rates above 
And every prifoner who provides his own bed and bedding mall have a room afligned fuitable to 

his or their quality and fliall pay nothing for the fame 
And that upon the difcharge of a debtor if there be feveral actions againft him the gaoler fliall 

take no more than one fee and that to be - - -068 

And upon the difcharge of every debtor to the turnkeys and no more - O 2 O 

And that every prifoner fliall have liberty to provide and fend for victuals drink and other 

neceflaries from any place whatsoever at all feafonable times for their own proper ufe only 

and not to fell the fame 

And every prifoner committed from the bar by the judge or judges of aflize and gaol delivery 

in the aflize week fliall pay for their commitment fee only - -020 

And every perfon committed to the gaol for fufpicion of felony, or for mifdemeanor, if upon 
his or her trial he or fhe fliall be found not guilty and be thereupon difcharged, fliall pay 
to the gaoler for his difcharging fee - - - o 6 8 

And to the turnkeys - - - - -020 

And that every perfon convitted or attainted of felony or found guilty of a mifdemeanor 
which fhall be reprieved and difcharged by pardon fhall pay to the gaoler for his 
difcharging fee - - - - - -076 

And to the turnkey - - - - -020 

And every perfon that fhall appear upon recognizance for fufpicion of felony and is thereupon 
committed to gaol and fhall not be indi&ed but acquitted by proclamation, fhall be 
difcharged paying to the gaoler - - - -020 

And all others that fhall be committed to gaol before the aflizes or gaol-delivery and fliall 

not be indicted but acquitted by proclamation be difcharged paying to the gaoler 020 



York/hire, to wit. At the Affizes — held at the Caftle of York— 14th July 1735 — tne 9 tn of George II. 
before the Honourable Alexander Denton Efquire one of his Majeity's Juftices of the Court of Common 
Pleas, and the Honourable William Lee Efquire one of his Majefly's Juftices of the Court of King's 
Bench, — Thefe Orders and Fees, were allowed and approved of by — - 

Alex Denton 
Wm Lee. 

York/bin Eaft Riding John Grim/Ion Ramfden Barnard * Tho. Grhnjlon. 

Weft Riding of York/hire Geo Neltborpe N Haivcy. 

North Riding of York/hire John Dodfworth John Milbanh John JVapll. 

An 

8 



. 408 



YORKSHIRE, Northern Circuit. 



York - An Account of the Charity given to the Prifoners in his Majefy's Gaol the Caftle of York. 

Castle. £ S . D. 

The Lady Lumley, to be given yearly on St. Thomas's day and paid by the lord mayor of Y$rk 670 
The honourable and ancient city of York weekly in bread - - -026 

Mrs. Franca ThornhM for ftraw, the lord mayor of York has £$o in his hands for that purpofe 1 10 O 
Dr. Phineas Hodge/ton paid weekly in rolls to all that hear fermons - o 2 o 

Alderman Whites bread by the name of Swains bread, paid out of a clofe belonging to John 

Legg, quarterly 6/. 6 d. - - - - -160 

1vlr. Bozv es gave twenty fhillings to be paid quarterly in bread - -100 

Mrs. Mary Law/on of Micklegate in the city of York widow by will dated the zzd July 1729 gave^ioo 

for the discharging of poor prifoners for debt out of the county gaol of York whofe debts did not 

exceed the fum of £20 — and her executrixes— Mrs. Catharine Bower — and Mrs. Ann 'Maxwell difcharged 

with faid money thirty-two prifoners. 
The right honourable Richard earl of Burlington and Sir George Savile Bart, gave each of them ten guineas 

for the like ufe — with which twenty guineas the Rev. Mr. Kayley ordinary of the faid gaol difcharged 

eighteen prifoners. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

8mde- WEST-RIDING, WAKEFIELD. This prifon is unfortunately built upon low 

"WELLS. 

ground; fo that it is damp, and expofed to floods. Four of the wards are fpacious ; 
but all the wards and the men's three lodging-rooms are made very offenfiye by 
fewers, which are dark, Prifon and court out of fight from the keeper's houfe, 
though adjoining ; and fome prifoners have efcaped. They are now let out to the 
court only half an hour in the day. A prifon -on ground fo low as this, requires the 
utmoft attention to cleanlinefs. — Keeper's falary lately railed from^So r.0^105; he 
contracting to fupply ftraw and coals. No fees. Allowance, two pence a day ; 
little or no employment. — The infirmary confifts of two rooms arched with brick, 
feet by 17, and 10 high. 

1774, Nov. 4, Prifoners 27. 1779, May 13, -Prifoners 20. Imprefied 4. 
177*6, Jan. 11, - - 32. 1782, Jan. 26, - - 26. 
Oft. 27, - - 19. 

tJORTH-RIDING, THIRSK. Six rooms on the ground-Boor, in one of them 
a chimney. The county has ground enough about this prifon to enlarge it, and 
feparate the men and women. If they do, they fhould think of an infirmary j for 
the keeper told me his prifoners had the gaol-fever not long ago. His falary, 
£26 : 10 ! o. Fees, 2 s. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

1776, Jan. 13, Prifoners 3. 

1779* J une - - 2, and one lunatic. 

1782, Mar. 23, - - 9 . 

EJSf- 
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EAST- RIDING, BEVERLEY. On the ground-floor, three fmali night-rooms ; Jj* 
and a new work-room with a chimney : above, four rooms for thofe that pay. 
In the court not only a pump, but a ciftern of rain-water. Coals, two chaldron 
and a half a year. No draw. I faw fome tile-ftierds, which probably were 
defigned for employment. Keeper's falary, ^30: fees, 45. no table. 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2. 1 779, May 7, Prifoner 1. 
1776, Jan. 28, - - 1. 1782, Jan. 29, - - f. 
Sep. 2i, - - 2. 



YORK CITY and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, Quinlin Ackam, now Francis Meggefon. Yon 
Salary, now ^10. He pays £10 : 10 : o a year to the under- (lieriff. 
Fees, Debtors, £0:6:8. 

Felons, 0:7:8. 
Tranfports, probably the fame as at the caftle. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

. Allowance, Debtors, none but legacies. (See Remarks.) 

Felons, of late, nine pence a week in bread. 
Garnilh, £0:7:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons See. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Jan. 25, 11, 7. J 77^ Sep. 21, 10, 2. Defertcrs 2^ 

Nov. 3, 5, 1. 1779, May 7, 12, 2. 

1776, Jan. 26, 9, 3. 1782, Jan, 27, 5, 3. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, Mv.PPallis, occafionaBy. 

THIS gaol upon Oufc-bridge, called the KLkots, has on one fide of the bridge Rem 
four convenient chambers for debtors, about n feet fquare : for thefe they pay fix- 
pence a week. Below them is a free ward with barrack-bed- ; and a room to the 
ftreet. At the window they fell nets, purfes, laces, &c : over it is an infeription on a 
ftone tablet, " He that giveth to the poor, lendeth to the Lord." The act for prcferving 
the health of prifoners, painted on a board, is hung up in the debtors hall. 

The men-felons ward on the other fide is down it Oeps : that adjoining, for 
women, down 10. There is a new room, level with the ground, 31 feet by *4, 
with oppofite and lofty windows, for prifoners committed on fufpicion of felony. 
Jit ihe inner door of this prifon, which was of iron grates, I have feen liquors handed 
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YORKSHIRE, Northern Circuit. 



York 
City, 



to thofe who feemetl to have had enough before.— At my firft vifits there was no water 
in this prifon, but when there was too much ; that « 3 m a very high flood ; then it 
flows into the rooms: now water is laid in. — Gaoler, a IherifFs officer for city and 
county. There is now a table of donations hung up. 



City of York. At the General Quarter Seffions— at Guildhall— -15th July — 1737 before the Right 
Honourable Sir John U/hr Kaye Bart. Lord Mayor — Thomas Place Efq r . Recorder— Charles Slingby Efq r . of 
Ccunfel— -Sir Tanc red Robin fen Bart — &c. 



Gaoler's F e e s fettled and Orders made Sec. 

£. 5. D. 

For die difcharge of every debtor for the firft a&ion, to the gaoler - -054 

And for the difcharge of every other aftion to him - - -010- 

To the porter or turnkey for the firft aclion - - - o 1 Q 

And for every other aclion to him - - - -006 

For the difcharge of every other perfon from the affizes or feflions to the gaoler - 068 

And to the turnkey - - - - - -010, 

For the firil week's diet of all perfons in the upper gaol - - -070 

And for all further time as the prifoner and gaoler can agree. And the gaoler is to permit 
prifoners to provide their own diet after the firft week if the prifoner pieafes 

For lodging if the gaoler finds bed bedding and meets for the firft night 

And for every ether night - - - • 

And if two lie in one bed for the firft night each - - 

And for the fecond and every other night each - - 

For lodging in the upper gaol if the prifoner finds his own bed, bedding and meets for 
every week - - - - - 

If two in a bed each ------ 

And every prifoner mall have liberty of finding the fame if he thinks proper. 

And the gaoler mail have liberty if he fees occafion to have two beds in each room and no more. 

And it is Ordered that every perfon of what degree or condition foever — who fhall ufe — fwearing, curling, 
railing or other indecent behaviour — fhall — pay for every fuch offence twelve pence to the gaoler 
or his deputy on demand ; and on rcfufal — to be levied by diftrefs on- goods— or ftopped out of 
(hare of box-money — or ft and in charge to be paid before releafe — the fines to be diftributed at gaoler's 
discretion amongft the molt needful in the low gaoL 

Every priWner who attempts — or afTifts an efcape — to be ironed. 

Thofe who mutiny on gaoler or deputies— or hinder or difturb &c— to be kept in clofe confinement.. 
On default of weekly payments aforefaid — after demand and refufal — a prifoner may be moved from tke 
maftcr's fide— to the common room. 



o 
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y L K#yt) Mayor. 



T. Place 



Sam. Clarke. 



Ci/y of York, to ivit. Donations to the Prifoners in the Gaol upon Oufe-bridge in the faid City, 

Mrs. Elizabeth TayLr ; by will,, dated zift Oftober 1580, gave three lhillings and four pence yearly, to 

be divided amongft the prifoners, on Lady day. 
The corporation of Ytrk pay yearly Peacock's gift, being three pounds four millings, to be divided amongft . 

the poor prifoners. 

Mr. William EUmcnfou's gift, being one pound fix millings, is diftributed weekly in bread to the 
prifoners. 

Y OR K 
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YORK City Bridewell. Has a day-room for men, and another for women : 
the latter is damp. Down 4 fteps are five night-rooms for men ; and a large one, 
with barrack-bedfleads for women. The whole dirty and offenfive, not white-wafned 
thefe thirty years. No court: no water : no fewer. Keeper's falary, ^20: fees, zs. 
ftraw, £5 a year: no bread allowance. One chaldron of coals annually from the 
corporation. — At one of my vifits fome prifoners were employed, in beating or pound- 
ing tile-flierds for the bricklayers, which is fold at 8d. or yd. a bufhel. 

1774, Nov. 3, Prifoners 3. 1 779, May 8, Prifoners 4. 

1776, Jan. 26, 1. June 28, - - 8. 

Sep. 20, - 4. 1782, Jan. 27, - 3. 

St. PETER's Gaol, for the liberty of St. Peter of York, near the Minfter-gatc, 
is the property of the Dean ; who holds his courts here. He has lately purchafed an 
adjoining tenement for his gaoler to live in ; in confequence, the two rooms in which 
he lived before are added to the debtors apartments, and they have now four rooms. 
Under thofe are two cells fop criminals. All out of repair: no court: no fevvers. 
No allowance. 

There is a printed lift of parifhes, towns, and parts of towns which are in the 
liberty of St. Peter. Within the city and ainfty, nine places : in the Eaft-Riding, 
fixty-two ; Weft-Riding, forty; North-Riding, fifty-one: and there is one place in 
each of the following counties j Devonlhire, Glocefterlhire, Lancafhire, Lincolnfhire, 
Northumberland, Southampton, i. e. Hants. In Nottinghamfhire, feven places. 
Gaoler a bailiff : no falary. He pays rent, .£4 : fees, 6j. %d. no table. 

1 776, Jan. 27, Debtor U 1 7 79, June 28, Debtors 5. Felon 1. 

Sep. 20, - 1 . 1782, Jan. 28, - - 2. o. 

1779, May S, - - 2. Fdon 1. 

BEVERLEY Town Gaol. Has on the ground-floor two rooms for men- 
criminals-, and above, a room for women: and two for debtors. No water: no 
ftraw. Keeper no falary, but as fcrgeant at mace has ^3 : fees, 4 s. no table. 
.Licence for beer. A common alehoufe, like many other town gaols. 

Debtors. Criminals. Debtors. Cuminals. 

1774, Nov. 2, 1, o. 1779* May 7, 2, o. 
J 776, Jan. 28, 2, o. 1782, Jan. 29, o, o. 
Sep. 21, 1, 1. 

The Hall-Garth, for Debtors, in the liberty of St. Johns of Beverley, the 
property of Charles Anderfon Pelham, Efq. built a few years fince, has over the hall 
live rooms (16 feet by 10); two of them have fire-places. No court: no water; 

3 G 2 fees, 
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Beverley. fees, 4s. id. no table. There is a lift of 113 towns or parts of towns, that are within 
the liberty of St. Jobns of Beverley or Beverley-Hall-Garth, 

1774, Nov. 2, Prifoners 2. *779> May 7, Prifoner 1. 
1776, Jan. 28, - - o. 1782, Jan. 2^, - - 2. 
Sep. 21, - - o. 

RICHMOND Gaol, For the very extenfive liberty of Richmond and Rich- 
mondfhire, late the property of Lord Holdernefs, now of Sir Thomas Dundas. It is 
alfo the bridewell, and the borough gaol. For debtors, a kitchen and bed-room, 
clofe glazed. For criminals, two arched dungeons down 5 fteps ; the inner one 1 54 
feet by 6, and 6 feet 8 inches high : the aperture in the door only 6 inches by 3. 
No ftraw. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors hung up. A court, and a well. Gaoler 
a bailiff: no falary for the liberty : for the bridewell, £13 : 10 : o: for the borough, 
£4.: pays .window-tax : fees, debtors, 6s. 8d. at entrance, and 6j. 8<£ at difcharge : 
criminals, 16 s. 4^.: allowance to the latter, four pence a day. 

Here is a table of fees, dated Aug. 17, 1671, and figned W: JYylde and Ty: Lyttletort. 
The feveral articles for the commons, and commitments of knights, efquires, gentlemen 
and yeomen, are the fame as thofe in the caftle at York. The two following are 
not in the table at the caftle, of which the latter is properly omitted there. " And 
" be it further ordered that every perfon or perfons of what degree eftate or con- 
46 dition whofoever they be, being or remaining a prifoner within the faid gaols that 
M fhall ufe or frequent any unlawful fwcaring, railing, reafoning or other undecent 
€C conference of any matter wliatfoever, at any time or times whilft he is a prifoner, 
" that every fuch perfon or perfons* fo offending, fhall forfeit for every fuch fault 
is the fum of 12 d. to be levied upon his goods,, and to be beftowed upon the poor 
" men and women in the low gaol or prifon, or every fuch perfon fo offending to be 
<( committed to the faid low prifon, at the difcretion of the keeper of the gaol or his 
M deputy tibere.? 

" Every perfon or perfons that fliall be committed upon any warrant — upon his her 
M or their commitment to, gaol fhall pay to the, reft of the prifoners, is. 4.d, for. 
M their gar nip' 9 

j 776, Oft. 26, Debtors 6.. 

1779, May 8, - - 6. Petty Offenders 1. 

1782, Nov. 19, -13.. - - 2, 

RIPON Liberty Gaol, Is the property of the Archbiflhop, by a charter froim 
king EdzvmlW. His court adjoining, is called the Court Military. The liberty 
includes twenty-four parifhes. For debtors, four or five good rooms in the keeper's 
houfcj but no free ward. For . felons, one. ftrong room quite dark ; another with a , 

little 
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little window. Formerly there was a deep dungeon, but the prefent fteward, infttad R**on. 
of repairing it, very humanely ordered it to be filled up. Allowance to felons, 6d. a 
day. Keeper, no falary; he pays rent: he is a bailiff. Fees, debtors, 15 j. 4*/. no 
table : licence for beer. 

1776, Oft. 26, Debtors 2; 
1779, May 8, - - 3. 
1782, Nov. 19, - - o. 

RIPON Gaol, For the Canon-Fee Court, belongs to the dean and chapter of 
Ripon. It is not only a gaol for that court, but a houfe of correction for the liberty; 
Three rooms for debtors, but no * free ward. The bridewell part, two dark rooms, 
8 feet by 7. No court : no water. No falary as gaoler; as keeper of bridewell, 
£10 : 10 : o. Fees, debtors, 135. qd. no table : licence for beer. Keeper a bailiff. 

1776, 06V. 26, Prifoners o. 

1779, May 8, Debtor 1. Petty Offender r. 

17-82, Nov. 19, o. o. 

KNARESBROUGH Prison, for Debtors, In the honour or forcfl of 
Knareforough, the liberty including nineteen townfhips &c. is the property of the 
duke of Devon/hire^ leflee to his Majefty. It is almoft the only remains of a caftie 
granted by king Edzvard III. to John of Gaunt duke of Lancafier. One room about 
12 feet fquare, is now boarded, has a chimney, and the window is glazed: another 
inner room is about 8 feet fquare, and has no window. No court; no fewer : no 
water. Keeper lives diftant : falary none: fees, 6s. %d. 

1776, Oft. 26, Prifoners o. 
1779, May 8, - - o. 
1782, Nov.20, - - 1.. 

KNARESBROUGH Prison, for Town Debtors, Is under the hall. Of 
difficult accefs; the door about 4 feet from the ground. Only one room, about 
12 feet fquare : window 17 inches by 6. Earth floor: no fire-place : very offenfive 
a common fewer from the town running through it uncovered. 1 was informed that 
an officer, . confined here fome years fince, for only a few days, took in with him a 
dog to defend him from vermin-, but the dog was foon deftroyed, and thepriibner's 
face much disfigured by them. 

At my lad vifit the door-way was altered, the floor paved with flag-ftones and the 
drain covered. 

1776, Oft. 26, 1779, May 3, and 1782, Nov.20, No prifoners. 

K-NARES- 
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KNARESBROUGH Town Gaol, Is under the landing-place between two 
flights of ftone fteps, that lead up to the hall. Only one room about 8 feet by 5 : 
two windows 18 inches by 6. I mention this fmall prifon, becaufe in it are fometimes 
confined for a night or two at quarter feflions fix or feven prisoners, men and women. 
— At my laft vifit this prifon was arched with brick, and made more convenient (now 
13 feet 8 inches by 5 feet). 

1776, Oft. 26, 1779, May 8, and 1782, Nov, 20, No prifoners. 

DONC ASTER Town Gaol. Two rooms for felons, and two over them for 
debtors : all have chimneys. No water. Keeper one of the fergeants at mace. 
Fee?, 15. 4 d. Allowance to felons, four pence a day. 

1775, Jan. 5, Prifoners 2. 
1779, June 27, - - o. 
1782, April 4, Debtor 1. 

BRADFORD Prison, for Debtors from the Court of Requefts, for Halifax, 
Bradford, &c. 8cc. — In 1779 the prifon confifted of four rooms, and a work-room. 
Court not fecure : no water. The deputy keeper paid rent £1 : 5 : o for his houfe 
to the gaoler, who paid rent to the clerk of the court, by whom he was appointed. 
Prifoners were difcharged at the end of three calendar months. Fees, 5s*. 

At my laft vifit this prifon was difufed, and another occupied at the back of the 
keeper's public houfc. It confifts of four rooms about twelve feet fquare. Keeper's 
falary ^20, and he receives ^5 rent for the prifon. One of the prifoners whofe debt was 
only four fhiilings, had live children, and he faid he never before had been in prifon. 
— By a new aft 20th Geo. III. Cap. lxv. (on a plan more humane than the former) 
the court fees are reduced, and confinement f< not exceeding fixty days." 

1779, May 13, Prifoners 12. 1782, Nov. 21, Prifoners 7. 

LEE-DS Town Gaol. Four rooms fronting the ftreet, 12 feet by 9, and a fmall one. 
No chimney : no court : no water: no fewer. Keeper lives diftant. Two deferters 
lately efcaped by filing the bars : fince this the windows are double barred, fo that Ho 
files can be conveyed to the prifoners -f . 

1774, Nov. 4, Prifoners o. 1782, Jan. 26, Prifoners o. 

j 776, Jan. 12, - - o. Itfov. 20, - _ ^ 

1779, May 13,, - - o. 

# By tfie 17th Geo. III. Cap. xv. 
<| In this town Is a fmall neat infirmary of forty-eight beds. The wards are lofty, and were not offen- 
five; and the conftru&ion of the building feemed to me better calculated for the health of the patients, 
than that of molt of our county hofpitals and infirmaries. 

Kingfton 
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Kingfton upon HULL Town and County Gaol, The debtors ward is 224- feet Hull, 
by 1 b±. Over it one as large for men, and over that, another fmaller for women : 
both for criminals. The ground-room is a dungeon, now ufed for the military. In 
the keeper's houfe are five rooms with beds, for thofe who pay a (hilling a week. 
Leads for debtors to walk on: no court: no water acceffible to criminals: no 
fewer; and the felons rooms are offenfive. Gaoler no falaiy. Fees, 13;. Ad. no 
table. Mr. Whkehoufe the furgeon has two guineas a year, to report at the quarter 
feflions, the ftate of the health of the prifoners. Allowance to felons, three pence a 
day. A collection is made, from which the debtors receive fome fupply, on Sundays 
and Thnrfdays. Gaol delivery once in three years The aft for preferring the 
health of prifoners is hung up, but not the claufes againft fpirituous liquors. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors, Felons &c. 

1774, Nov. 1, 5, o. 1779, May '7. 8, 1. 
1776, Jan. 29, 6, 3. 1782, Jan. 30. 7, 4. 
Sep. 21, 4, 5. 

King ft on upon HU LL Bridewell. Two rooms below, two rooms on the firll 
floor, and three on the fecond, about 1 2 feet fqnare ; very offenfive: no fire-place. 
Court only 22 feet by 10 ; not fecure, and prifoners not permitted to go to the 
pump: no fewer : no allowance: no ftraw. Debtors from, the court of confeience 
lent hither, or the common-gaol, for three calendar months by the 2d George III. 
Cap. xxxviii. 

The prifoners pound tile-fherds to mix in mortar (for which they have 2^d. 
a bulhel) ; and pick oakum (for which they are allowed 4^d. per ftone). Keeper's 
falary, £5 ; a chaldron of coals and four thoufand turfs : fees, 2 s. 6d. no table. 

1774, Nov. 1, Prifoners 2. 1779, May 7, Prifoners 11. 

1776^ Jan. 29, 5; 1782, Jan. 30, Debtors 2. 

Sep. 21, - - o. Petty Offenders 4. 

Every time a raving lunatic % and the two lad times another lunatic. . 

SHEFFIELD Prison, for Debtors, For the liberty of Hallamfhire, was the 
property of the duke of Norfolk, now of the earl of Surrey. The two lower rooms 
are free ward's : there are two rooms over them. The court is only about 10 feet 
fquare. Both this and the prifon might be enlarged on ground adjacent that 
belongs to his lordfhip. Keeper no falary : he rents a public houfe joining to the 



* See page 15. 

f The neatnefs and cleanlinefs of the poor-bcufe-, do the gentlemen of this town mnch credit ; therefore, 
I was the more furprifed at fuch total inattention to the houfe of correction, that they permitted one of the 

moll profane lunatics, Mr. 5 h t° continue there for fo many years. 
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prifon. Debtors from the court of requefts are difcharged at the end of thirteen 
weeks. — At my laft vi fit, one of the debtors, a cutler, was at work : his debt only 
fifteen pence, and the charges feventeen (hillings and fix-pence. 

1776, Jan. 10, Prifoners 6. 1 779, May 14, Prifoners 8. 
- Oft. 28, - - 4. 1782, Jan. 25, - - 3. 

SHEFFIELD Town Gaol. The Lobbies under the town-hall are two fmall 
rooms, the largefl only about 8 feet fquare, and 6 high* Aperture in the door of 
6 inches diameter. When the quarter feflions for the Weft-Riding are held at this 
town, offenders are locked up a night or two in this prifon. 

1776, 061. 28, Deferter 1. 
1779, May 14, Prifoners o. 
17S2, Jan. 25, - - o. 

ROTHWELL Prison, for Debtors, Belongs to the liberty of the honour of 
Pontefraft in the duchy court of Lancafter. Is out of repair. 
A new prifon is lately built at 

BATLEY. Behind a houfe for the keeper is the prifon. Plan rectangular : the 
tront is the wall and gate. On three fides are rooms for men-debtors ; five or fix 
about 10 feet fquare ; four much larger for two beds in each. Two day-rooms ; two 
work-rooms and a dark room for the unruly : but at my laft vifit the day and work- 
rooms "were ufed for lodging-rooms. There arc in a feparate court two rooms for 
women-debtors: a provifion very kind and prudent, and, I believe, peculiar to this 
prifon. All the prifon rooms are on the ground-floor. The keeper is a bailiff: has 
no falary. Licence for beer and wine. Fees, fit table. He pays the chief bailiff 
per annum : and rent ^60. 

,774, Nov. 4, Prifoners * S,\ RotkiT n : . 



'"} 



1776, Jan. 25, - - 22, 

Oft. 27, - - 4,^ 

1779, May 13, - - IS, \Batley. 

1782, Nov. 21, - - 25,.) 



* In the eld prifon at Rotkvuell, I faw both times I was there, one Wtllicm Carr, a weaver : he had 
given a bad name to a woman who was faid not to deferve a very good one : ihe cited him to the 
ccdefiaftical court; and he was imprifoned 4th of May 1774. He had a wife and three children. I 
will tranferibe a line or two of the warrant. — For as much as the royal power ought not to be warning 
" to the holy church in its complaints — attach the faid W. C— until he (hall have made fatisfaclion to 
«' -the holy church as well for the contempt as for the injury by hjm done unto it.'* — He was difcharged 
26th July 1776 by the infolvent ad; a claufe being then irrferted far thofe prifonen. 

I wiCh 
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I wifli my reader be not tired with fo many tables of fees, even for the counties. Batley. 
Yet I think I mud not omit the fees which I faw in this private Prifon at Rothweli : 
becaufe fome of them are high ; and at Halifax they are the fame. The table was 
regularly figned, nth January 1732. 

At my firft vifit at Batley, I found a new table of fees dated 26th July 1 776^ the 
fums entirely the fame. 

£ S. D 

Imprimis. That every gentleman (hall pay for his firft week's commons at table, and for 

his commitment fee - - - - - -0160 

And for every week following - - - - - - 050 

hem. Every yeoman, tradefman, or artificer, for the firft week's commons at table and 

commitment fee - - » - - -0134. 

And for every week following - - - - • - 040 

And be it further ordered, that every gentleman lhall pay nightly for his bed - 004 

And every yeoman, tradefman, or artificer, lodging in good rooms and on feather beds o o 2 

And it is alfo ordered that when the gaoler lodgeth two or more prifoners in one bed 

they (hall pay amongft them fer night according to their numbers - o o 3 

And that every prifoner (hall have liberty to provide for him or herfelf whatever neceflaries 
he or fhe fhall want from any perfon or place whatfoever. 

And that every prifoner (hall be furniihed with necefTaries according to his, her or their 
degrees and quality, paying a reafonable price for the fame. 

And that but one fee (hall be taken by the gaoler for any prifoner's difcharge, although 

there has been more than one attion againft him or her, which fee fliall be -0174 
And to the turnkey - - - - - - -010 

Item. For allowing every fuperfideas in every aftion - - - o 6 8 

Item. For allowing every writ of habeas corpus befides conduft money to be paid and 
allowed according to the diftance from the faid gaol to the place where the b«dy is 
ta be removed - - - - - - -068 

Hen. Wtckbam P. Milnes H. touch. 



We^-do hereby confirm the fame— this 26th day of July 1776. 

J. Norton 

P. Mines W* H, AsHURST. 
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HALIFAX PRISON*, 

Halifax. For the manor of Wakefield, dated 1662, is fche property of the duke of Leeds. 

For mafterVfide debtors, four rooms in the keeper's public houfe. Through this 
you pafs to a court about 14 yards by 7 : at the further end of which is a 
fizeable room on the ground-floor for common-fide debtors, it is called the 
Low Gaol: over it a chamber (the Low Gaol Chamber) where prifoners pay one 
(hilling a week. The whole prifon greatly out of repair: it rained in upon the 
beds: the rooms were clean- Keeper, no falary: he pays the duke £24 a year; 
and pays window-tax for the gaol. Fees, fee Batley, preceding page. 

Here is diftributed to the prifoners 35.4^. in bread the firft Saturday in every 
month, from a legacy of Mr. Jonathan Turner^ who died about 1724. This is 
mentioned in Watfons Hiftory Wc. of Halifax, 1775, page 64 fa " Jonathan 

" Turner of Halifax, butcher, left by will forty {hillings yearly to the poor prifoners 
6C in Halifax jail, to be given them in bread. This annuity is charged on fome 
<c houfing in Cheapfide, in Halifax, or the ftreet leading from the north end of 
€C Southgate to Bull green. " Thefe houfes are in the poffeflion of Mr. Waterhoufe, 
who conftantly pays the legacy, and his name almoft enfures the continuance of the 
benefa&ion. 



1776, Jan. 24, Debtors 9. 

Sep. 16, - - 7. 

1779, May 13, - - 5. 

1782, Nov, 21, - - 7. 



* In* this town, formerly the barons (as in many other places), and after them, various proprietors 
had power of life and death. The method of execution was decollation by an axe in an engine. The 
axe is preferve^d in the gaol to this day. Two men in 1650 were the laft who fuffered by it. 

When any felon was here found guilty, the bailiff immediately returned him back to prifon for the 
fpace of one week or thereabouts, and on every market-day, there being three a week, the felon was 
fet in the public (locks ; and either upon his back, if the thing flolen was portable, or if not, then 
before his face the goods were fo placed, that they might be noted by all paiTengers. 

Tf it was a horfe, an ox, or cow, Sec. that was taken with the priibner, it was thither brought along 
with Lim to the place of execution, and faftened by a cord to the pin that flayed the block, fo that 
when the time of the execution came (which was known by the jurors holding up one of their hands), 
the bailiff, or his fervant, whipping the bead, the pin was plucked out, and execution done. But if 
there was no bcaft in the felon's cafe, then the bailiff, or his fervant, cut the rope. 

See Halifax and its Gi6let-La<iv, 
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COUNTY GAOL at DURHAM. 



GAOLER, 



Bainbridge IVatfon, now Thomas Bungey, by patent from the bifhop Durham, 
durante bene placito. 



Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors, - - £0 : 

Felons, at Aflize, - o : 
Quarter Seflions, o : 
Tranfports, about £10 : 10 : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. (See Remarks, j 

Felons, two pence a day, 
Garnilh, Debtors, £0:4:6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Mar. 20, 37, 21. 
*775> J an - 6 > 9> 2 °- 



10 
16 

*3 



o. 
8. 
4- 



I 77 6 > »4, 
CHAPLAIN, 

Duty, 
Salary, 

SURGEON, 
Salary, 



21, 



I 2. 



1776, oa. 25, 

J 779> J une 29, 
1782, Mar. 24, 



Rev. Mr. Decent. 
Sunday and Tuefday. 

Mr. Bainbridge. 
none: he make a bill. 



Debtors. 

18, 

'4* 

20, 



Felons Sec. 

6. 

22. Defer ter 1. 
19. 



THE high gaol is the property of the Bifliop. By patent from his lordftiip Remarks, 
Sir Hedworth Williamfon^ Bart, is perpetual Iheriff. The court for mafterVfide 
debtors is only 24 feet by 10: they are permitted fometimes to walk on the leads. 
They have beds in the upper hall and in feveral other rooms. Their rooms 
fliould be ceiled, that they might be lime-whited, to prevent infe&ious dis- 
orders, and that great nuifance of bugs, of which the debtors complain much here 
and at other places. — Common-fide debtors have no court; their free wards, the 1 
how Gaol, are two damp unhealthy rooms 10 feet 4 inches fquare, by the gate- 
way: they are never fuffered to go out of thefe, unlefs to chapel, which is the 
mafter's-fide debtors hall; and not always to that: for on a Sunday when I was 
there, and miffed them at chapel, they told me they were not permitted to go thither. 
No fewers: at more than one of my vifits, I learned that the dirt, allies, &c. had 
Iain there many months. There is a double barrelled pump, which raifes water 
about 70 feet. 

3 H 2 Felons 
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DURHAM. Northerk Circuit. 



) ur ham Felons have no court; but they have a day-room and two fmall rooms for an in- 
G°aolT Y ^ rmar y- The men are P uC at n ^g^t into dungeons: one 7 feet fquare for three 
prifoners: another, the great hole, 16-I feet by 12, has only a little window. In this 
I faw fix prifoners (in 1776), moft of them tranfports, chained to the floor. In that 
fituation they had been many weeks; and were very fickly. Their ftraw on the ftone 
floor almoft worn to duft. Long confinement, and not having the king's allowance 
of 2 s» 6d. a week, had urged them to attempt an ejeape: after which the gaoler 
chained them as above. There is another dungeon for women-felons 12 feet by 8;. 
and up flairs a feparate room or two. 

The common-fide debtors in the low gaol, whom I faw eating boiled bread and 
water, told me, that this was the only nourifhment fome had lived upon for near a 
twelvemonth* They have from a legacy one (hilling and fix-pence a week in winter, 
and one ihilling a week in fummer for coals. No memorandum of it in the gaol ; 
perhaps this may in time "be loft, as the gaoler faid two others were, viz. one of 
bifliop Crewe, and another of biftiop fVood; from which, prifoners had received no 
benefit for fome years paft. But now the bifhop has humanely filed bills in chancery 
and recovered thefe legacies, by which feveral debtors have been difcharged. — Half 
a crown a week is paid to a woman for fupplying the debtors with water, in the 
two rooms on the fide of the gateway. — The aft for preferving the health of pri- 
foners not hung up. The cfaufes againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. Gaor 
delivery once a year. At feveral of my vifits there were boys between thirteen and 
fifteen years of age, confined with the moft profligate and abandoned. 

There was a vacant piece of ground adjacent, of little ufe but for the gaoler's 
occafional lumber. It extends to the river, and meafures about 22 yards by 16. 
I once and again advifed the enclofing this- for a court: as it might be done with 
little expence, and it appears that formerly here was a door-way into the prifon : 
but when I was there in January 1776, I had the mortification to hear that the 
furgeon, who was uncle to the gaoler, had obtained from the bifliop, in O&ober 
preceding, # a leafe of it for twenry-one years, at the rent of one Ihilling per annum. 
He had built a little (table on it. 

TABLE OF FEES &c. 

Rules and Orders eftablifhed by the— Jufticcs for the County Palatinate of Durham and SaSerge 
at their General Quarter Seflions — 1 6th July 1729 — and Fees allowed to betaken by the Keeper of the 
faid Gaol and his officers as follows. 

£. S. D. 

Imprimis* For every prifoner lodging in either of the common-fides commonly called the 

low gaol, no chamber rent - - . . . o o o 

Item For an entire chamber without a bed-fellow in the high gaol - - - a 3 6 

For lodging with a bed-fellow in any other chamber except the common chamber, for each 

prifoner every week - . . . » - 020 

Foe 
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DURHAM. 



For lodging with a bed- fellow In the common chamber, of each prifoner every week 
FW lodging in a Angle bed in that common chamber without admitting of a bed-fellow 
in every week - - 

Out of which abatement (hall be made 

For every prifoner that findeth his own bedding bedcloaths and flieets and admitting 
a bed-fellow with him every week - 

For Diet of Prifoners, 

Item For every knight for every week - 

Of every efquire or gentleman not exceeding for every week 
Item Of every yeoman artificer or labourer not exceeding weekly _ 

For wine ale and brandy at the common rates ufed in the town. 

For Liberates or Final Difcharges of Prifoners. 

Item For the difcharge of every prifoner upon procefs or order from the court of chancery 

For the iirft liberate . 
hem For every knight efquire or gentleman for the fecond ditto 

For every one more - 
Item For every yeoman artificer or labourer for the firft - 

For the fecond 

for every one more - - - 

Fees to the Under Keeper and Door Keeper, 

Item For attendance of every prifoner that goeth abroad into the town every time 

For every knight efquire or gentleman for his final difcharge and enlargement only 
For every yeoman artificer or labourer for fiteh difcharge only 



£■ 

O 



o 
o 
o 



o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 



o 
o 
o 
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Tbo Bur Jus 
Jo* Morland 
Mic Brabin 



Heny Fq/fer y . Mayor 
Giles Raine ; 



D. 
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o 
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o 



o 
o 

9 
6 

S 

9 

& 



4 

6 
6 



We Sir Francis Page Knight one of the Juftices of his Majefty's Court of King's Bench and Sir 
Bam. Hale Knight one of the Barons of his Majefty's Court of Exchequer at Wejlminfler now 
Juftices of Affize for the "Northern Circuit have reviewed the above Table of Fees and have thought 
fit to moderate the item or article of two ihillings a week for lodging with a bedfellow in any other 
chamber except the common chamber to be paid by each prifoner, and inftead thereof do appoint 
one (hilling and fix pence fer week to be paid by each prifoner fo lodging with a bedfellow which. 
Said table with fuch alteration is hereby confirmed by us. 



Dated the 2d day of Auguft 1729 



F Page. 
B Hale. 
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NEWCASTLE upon TYNE, Northern Circuit. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at DURHAM, 

Eride- Was built, as appears by the date over the door, in 1634. Being on the fide of 
a hill, the rooms are airy. No court : now a pump in the prifon with good water : 
the late keeper Watfon had a garden which he let for a guinea a year. He lived at 
the high gaol; and put in a woman to take care of this prifon. But the juftices 
fince very properly put in a keeper to refide in the prifon : he is now dead and his 
widow is keeper. At my vifit in 1779 the houfe was clean, the prifoners were at 
work, and their looks befpoke the attention of a good keeper. At my laft vifit too, 
the houfe was very clean. Salary, ^30, and £9 : 2 : o from the rents of the adjoin- 
ing houfes. — Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

1775, Jan. 6, Prifoners 5. 1 779, June 29, Prifoners 9, and three lunatics. 
1776, 14, - - 7. 1782, Mar. 24, - - 8, and one lunatic. 



- Oft. 25, - - 6. 



NEWCASTLE upon TYNE. 

NEWCASTLE TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

New- GAOLER, John Crofter, now Thomas Hark. 

Salary,, £50, and £1 gown-money. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 10 : 8. 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 
Tranfports, only expence. 
Licence, now Beer and Wine. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, two pence a day, on petition. 

Felons, two pence a day. 
Gjrnifh, cancelled. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Mar. 21, 6, 2. 1779, June 30, 13, 4. 

l 775> J an - 8, 12, 4. 17H2, Mar. 25, 12, i. 

*71 6 > i5> ! 4* 3- 

CHAPLAINS, Rev. Mr. Br union, now Mr. Br oven, and Rev. Mr. Brand. 

Duty, on Sunday none; but on Wednefday and Friday prayers: and 
once a month a fermon. The chaplains officiate alternately a 
month each. 

SaIai 7> £10, the corporation, and ^10 Sir Walter Blacket. 
SURGEON, Mr. Bacon, now Mr. Maxfield. 
Salary, none: he makes a bill. 

7 NEWCASTLE. 
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NEWCASTLE. 

IN this Newgate, which is the gate at the upper end of the town, all the rooms Remarks.- 
except the condemned room are up flairs, and airy : I always found them remarkably 
clean, ftrewed with fand &c. The corporation allow both debtors and felons firing 
and candles in plenty: and every prifoner has a chaff bed, two blankets, and 
a coverlet: debtors and felons are thus accommodated in few other prifons in 
England. They alfo allow brooms, mops, and all fuch neceffaries. The fums 
generoufly allowed for thofe articles, amount to £40 : 12 : 8 per annum. This is one 
of the very few gaols that have what is called in London the rules* Part .of two 
flreets near the gaol is in the prifon-liberty. 

The debtors walk on the battery at the top of the gaol, which is 38 feet by 34. 
There is no court: but one might be made of the vacant ground that lies weft of 
the gaol, at little expence, as the town-wall is on one fide of it. The debtors beds 
are in clofets : if on iron bedfteads and in the wards (as in fome hofpitals) it would 
be more falutary. — No prifoners here have fetters, unlefs they be riotous. For fome 
years pad, prifoners acquitted have been difcharged in court ; the corporation paid 
the gaoler's fees if the prifoners were poor. — Gaol delivery once a year. 

I was concerned to find that the humane gaoler Crajier was dead. But his fuccefibr 
Mr. Harle feems equally worthy of the truft. 

Dr. Rotheram, a phyfician in this town, vifits the prifoners very affiduoufly without 
fee or reward. This is one of the few inftances of the kind I have met with. 

The aft for preferving the health of prifoners was hung up, both on the debtors 
and felons fide. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

A palifaded wall is erefted at a little diftance from the felons window, to prevent 
files, &c. being conveyed to them. 

An exaft Copy of the Rates and Fees to be from henceforth received by — the Gaoler or Keeper of 
his Majefty's Gaol — called Newgate within this Town of Nexvcaflle upon Tynt — fettled — at the 
General Quarter Seflions held at Guild-hall in Ncwcafile aforefaid, on the 15th of July Aw* Dom^i 
1730. And approved of at the Aflize following by Francis Page and John Forte/cue A two of his 
faid Majefty's Judges of Afiize According to an Adl of Parliament — f-vizj 

£, S. D. 

Every prifoner upon any civil a&ion fliall pay to the keeper at his firfi: coming in -030 

Every prifoner charged by procefs or procefTes oat of the court of record held before the 
mayor and fhariff of the faid town of Ntwcnfile upon Tyne refpectively (hall pay to 
the faid keeper upon his difcharge from the faid procefs or procefies only - 068 

Every prifoner charged upon any execution or eiecutions out of the court of confeience 
held within the faid town fhall pay to the faid keeper upon his difcharge from the 
faid execution or executions - - - - - - 02,0 

Every prifoner on any criminal account or accounts whatfoevcr (hall pay unto the faid 

keeper upon his difcharge only - - - - - o 1 3 4 

Every 



\ 
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£. 8. D. 

New- Every perfon appearing upon a recognizance at the affizes and afterwards tried upon any 
CAiTLEt indi<flment or indi&ments whatfoever and Ihall be committed thereon /hall pay to 

the faid keeper upon his difcharge - - - - - 068 

Every prifoner fliall pay to the turnkey of the faid gaol or prifon upon his difcharge - 010 

Confirmed by us 

Henry Reay* Mayor. John Ifaacfon, Recorder. 



Richard Ridley* « r . . ~, ^ 

m „ n . r J Nathanael Clayton* I 

Wm Elhfon* « , „ ,/ £ Aldermen. 

27 • ry jn Stephen Coulfin, \ 
Francis Rudjlon* r J 1 J 



We do approve of this Table of Fees July 27. 1730, 

Francis Page John Fortescue a Judges. 

There is alfo at NEWCASTLE, 

A fmall Gaol, the Tower in the Clofe, confiding of three rooms over the gate-way. 
No court: no fewer: no water. Allowance, two pence a day, and coals. Salary, 
£10. Fees, 15. 

1775, Jan. 8, Prifoners 2. 1779, June 30, Prifoners u 

1776, 15, - - u 1782, Mar. 25, 2. 

The Old House of Correction, called the Tallow-House ; two rooms, one 
for men, the other for women, and a dungeon now not ufed: no court: no water: 
allowance two pence a day, and coals. Salary, £15. Fees, 1 j. 

Criminals are firft committed to the Tower in the Clofe for a day or two, and if not 
difcharged by a magiftrate, are removed hither or to the other prifons. 

1776, Jan. 15, Prifoner 1. 1782, March 25, Prifoners 2. 

Brideavell. A room for men; another for women. A new building is now 
added, confiding of fix rooms with chimneys. Three of them on the ground-floor 
are 17 feet by 12, and arched with brick. In one room, the men by a machine, beat 
hemp and flax. The walls of the court not being fecure, the prifoners have no accefs 
to it. Their allowance is two pence a day, and firing. The keeper is a fergeant 
at mace. He has no falary, but the profit of the prifoners work, whom I always found 
employed. The water is brought near the prifon *. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors 
not hung up. 

1775, Jan. 8, Prifoners 1. ! 779> J une 3°> Prifoners 7. 

*77 6 > l 5> - - 5- *7 82 > Mar - 2 5> - - 5* 

* Where prifoners are always locked up, there Ihould be water laid in to each ward, as I have feea 
in foreign houfes of corredlion. 

r NORTHUMBERLAND, 
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COUNTY GAOL at MORPETH. 

GAOLER, John Kent. Mohpeth. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 12 : 6. 

Felons, 1 : 3:0. 
Tranfports, only expences. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none bat on applying to jufttces. 

Felons, two pence a day each, paid once a month. 
Garnifh, £0 : 1 : 4. 

Number, Debtors. Felons fcc. Debtors. Felons *,r. 

1774, Mar. 22, 8, 8. 1779, J ul y 10, b. 

J 775> J an - 9> 6 > 7- 1782, Mar. 25, 15, 4. 

*77 6 > * 6 > 9> **• 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Nicbolfon. 

Duty, Sunday, Tuefday, Friday. 

Salary, £10, and £5 for condemned felons; lately raifed to £30. 
SURGEON, Mr. Leidman. 

Salary, none : he makes a bill. 



THE debtors have fix iizeable rooms which ate out of repair, and a free ward Remarks 
called the Middle -forcer. Some commodious rooms lately built are occupied by the 
gaoler. Only one court, which is for debtors. Felons are always (hut up in the tozver. 
In the women's room I faw (Jan. 1776) two \ who, the gaoler faid, were caft for 
tranfportation one in Sep. 1773, the other in Nov. 1774- but at my vi fit in 1779, 
I found they had been humanely releafed at the affize. 

Of the other two rooms, generally appropriated to men-felons, one is a day-room 
(14 feet 2 inches by 6 feet 9), the other an ofFenfive dungeon, the window only iS 
inches by 9. In the latter were three tranfports (1776) who, upon fufpicion of 
intending an efcape, were chained to the floor. They had not the king's allowance 
of 2 s. 6d. a week. 

Gaol delivery once a year. Aflizc held at Newcaftle, whither prifoncrs are con- 
veyed; and men and women confined together feven or eight nights in a dirty 
damp dungeon down 6 fteps in the old caftle, which having no roof, in a wet feafon 
the water is fome inches deep. The felons are chained to rings in the wall. 

3 I The 
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Morp£th The county for fome years paid the gaoler's fees for acquitted pri foners, if poor: 
County anc } c i 0 thed fuch tranfports as were quite indigent. 

The debtors court (hould be allotted to felons : or two courts might be taken from 
the gaoler's fpacious garden, 

Claufes againft fpiritwous liquors are hung up. The a£t for preferving the health 
of priforiers, painted on a board, was in the debtors hall or chapel ; no bath. The 
following table of fees is framed and glazed. 



Table of Fees &c. Settled and allowed to be due to the Keeper of his Majefty's Gaol at Morpeth— 
by the Jullices— at the Quarter Scfiions — held — at Hexham 1759. 

Commitment Fees, , 
Every debtor £0 : 1 : 4 Every felon £0 : 2 J. 

Chamber-Rents. 

£. S. D: 

To the room called the green room with one bed in it and If only one perfon will have it 

to himfelf, to pay weekly - - - - - - 026 

If two perfons therein to pay each - - - - - 016 

To the room called Barton's room having two beds, and the gaoler finding bedding and 

linen, each perfon to pay weekly - - - - - 010 

But if one will have a bed is to pay - - - - -020 

To the little green room having one bed and if one perfon will have it to himfelf he is to 

pay weekly . - - - - - 0 26 

If two therein only to pay each - - - - . - a; 16 

To the gaoler finding good and wholefome bedding 

To the room called the fencing room with three beds and the gaoler finding wholefome 

linen each perfon to pay weekly - - - . o 1 o 

To the little room called Mrs. Carr's room the gaoler finding beds and linen each perfon 

is to pay weekly - . - - - - Oi Q 

If the prifc^cr finds the bedding - - L -Q06 

To a room called Mr. Johnfon's roojn ; being on the fame floor, the gaoler finding bed. 

and linen each perfon to pay - . . m - o * o 

If they find their own bedding, only - - . . -006 

There is a large room that prifondrs pay nothing for, which holds a great many beds, 
called the middle tower 

Every debtcr upon his difcharg 
To the turnkey 

Ev cry felon on his difchargc 
To the turnkey 
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John Orde 
Step. Wotpn 
Wm t Ward. 



COUNTY 



BERWICK upon TWEED, 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MORPETH. 

A work-room and two fmall bed-rooms for men on the ground-floor, only 7 feet Bride* 
high. That above the women is larger. The court not being fecure, the prifoners 
are always locked up, and appear dirty and fickly. Over the way is a long room 
(72 feet) which is a warehoufe and work-fhop : and above it another workfhop. 
The keeper a clothier, nozv refides at a diftance : he employs his prifoners; the 
men and bojs from eight o'clock to four, at two fhillings a week ; women from 
eight to five, at one (hilling and fix-pence a week. He gives them alfo firing. No 
county allowance : no water : no fewer. His falary, ^30 : no fees. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. 

1775, Jan. 9, Prifoners 2. 1779, July 1, Prifoners 3. 

1776, 16, - - 8. 1782, Mar. 25, - 6. 



BERWICK upon TWEED. 

BERWICK* TOWN and COUNTY GAOL. 

GAOLER, John Richard/on, now John HilL Berwick. 
Salary, ^16. 

Fees, Debtors, Freemen, \ .. 

Felons, J 

Debtors, not free, £0:2: 6. 
Licence, Beer, now none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, Freemen, four pence a day, and coals. 

Ditto, not free, V pence halfpenny a day# 
Felons, - 3 

Garnifh, £0:1: 4. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

1776, Jan. 17, 5, 2. 

1779, J ul y 2 > °" Imprcfied Men 8. 

1782, Mar. 26, 2, o. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none j but on application to the magiftrates. 



* This place, though a diftinft jurifdi&ion, in none of the circuits, is inferted here, rather than at 
the end of the Englijh and Welch counties, becaufe its fituation gives it a natural connection with the 
laft-mentioned county, and it falls in here in the order of my journies through the northern part of 
the kingdom. 

3I 2 BERWICK. 
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«■ BERWICK. 

THIS gaol is part of the grand town-hall, which was finifhed in 1754, and has 
a fine fteeple : the only one in the town. The four rooms or cells on the ground- 
floor are damp, and prifoners are not put into them, but aver the hall, where there are 
two long rooms, or galleries, and feven other rooms, fizeable, but dirty. No court : 
the debtors are permitted to walk on the leads : no water : no fewer. Claufes 
againit fpirituous liquors, and the aft for preferring the health of prifoners, not 
hung up. The gaoler told me he went to the gaol thrice a day : at nine, one, 
and eight, 



CUMBE RLAND. 
COUNTY GAOL at CARLISLE. 

GAOLER, Brathzvaiie Atkinfon, now "Thomas Dix&u 
Salary, £2 1 . 
Fees, Debtors, - 

Jelons, J 
Tranfports, £1 each to Whitehaven. 
Licence, Beer. The tap let. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, on applying to the juftices fome obtain a fhilling a week, 
fome nine pence. 
Felons, nine pence a week before conviction ; a {hilling after. 
Garnifh, £0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Debtors. Felons Set. 

1774, Mar. 23, 49* 4. 1 779^ May 10, 32, 2 1. French prif rs .ia*;. 
^1776, Jan. 20, 29, 7, 1782, Sep. 1, 30, 9. 

Sep. 19, 15, 2. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr.F^. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday, Friday > firft Sunday in the month, fcrmon.. 
Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. LoJIj. 

Salary, £2 s 2 : o for attendance. Medicines paid for by bill. 

THE court fpacious, S5 yards by 36: it was common to all prifoners; but now 
a part is appropriated to the felons, and feparated by iron palifades. In the court is 
a chapel, built, as appears by the date, in 1734. Five rooms for mafterVfide 



* Seepage 18S, 



debtors : 
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debtors : and as many on the common-fide. Four of thefe are 23 feet by 18^. They Carlisle 
have windows now opening into the court, as well as the ftreet. Where there are C6unt* 
te> many rooms, not to feparate the men and women is certainly inexcufable. 

The wards for felons are two rooms down a ftep or two ; dark and dirty* One of 
them, the day-room, had a window to the ftreet ; through which fpirituous liquors 
and tools for mifchief might be eafily conveyed : but it is now bricked up. The 
night-room is only 11 feet by 9: at one of my vifits, men and women were lodged 
together in it* Two rooms over the felons wards, which have been u fed as tap-rooms, 
feem to be intended for the women only, but in one of thefe I alfo found three men' 
and four women lodged together. In the court, near the pump, there is the too common 
nuifance of a dunghill, which fecms to have been accumulating for a year or two. 
Tranfports had not the king's allowance of 21. 6d. a week. No infirmary : no bath. 
Aft for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. Prifon not white-wafhed 
for three years. Gaol delivery once a year. Few gaols have fo many convenient 
rooms for common-fide debtors. It is the more remarkable here, becaufe there is 
no table figned by the magiftrates to particularize the free wards. Some gaolers avail 
themfelves of fuch a circumftance, and demand rent for rooms which were un- 
doubtedly defigned for common-fide prifoners. 

The gaol-fever, which fome years ago carried ofE many of the prifoners. did not 
deter Mr. Farijh from vifiting the lick, every day. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COCKER MOUTH. 

Is behind the keeper's houfe, and part of it his freehold. A room on the ground- 
floor, the ftrong room. Up (fairs another room ; and a clofet called the lunatic room. 
All out of repair, and infecure : and fo is the court, which 1 fuppofe is the reafon 
that many for fmall offences are fent to the county gaol : this being the only 
county bridewell. No allowance : no draw. Keeper's falary or rent, £20 : no fees. 
1776, Sep. iS, 1779* May 10, No prifoners. 

CARLISLE CITY GAOL, 

Over the Scotch-gate. It was only one ruinous room about twenty feet fquarc; 
bur it has been repaired lately and made more convenient. The window 4 feet by i~. 
No allowance, but a very fmall quantity of peat taken as a toll upon that commodity, 
and water brought twice a day. 

I was told that many a poor traveller from the north, who by fome calamity had 
contra&ed an unavoidable debt of forty (hillings, has been confined at a diftance 
from his friends in this prifon, where there is no provifion, nor any means of 
procuring it. 
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Carlisle. 1776, Jan, 20, Debters 3. 1779* May 10, Debtors 3, two Men, one Woman. 

Sep. 19, r« 1782, Sep. 1, - - o. 

WHITEHAVEN Town Gaol, w part of the work-houfe. Two rooms up 
flairs ; and a dungeon in which tkey ufed to confine tranfports brought hither to 
be fhipped . All dirty and offenfive. 

j 779* Sep. No prisoners. 



WESTMORLAND. 
COUNTY GAOL at APPLEBY. 



Appleby, GAOLER, Benjamin Ainfley. 

Salary, £10. (See Remarks.) 



Fees, Debtors, 
Felons 



rs > j^o : 6 : 8. 



Tranfports, a (hilling a mile each to Whitehaven. 
Licence, Beer and Wine, 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, four pence a day each. 
Garnifh, £0 : 1 ; Q . 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c Debtors. Felons Sec 

1774, Mar. 24, 7, 4. 3779, May 9, 8, 2. 

1776, Jan. 22, 3, o. 17S2, Sep. 2, 8, o. 

CH A Pi, A IN, none. 
SURGEON, none. 

THIS gaol was built by the county. The earl of fhanet is hereditary fheriff, and 
pays the gaoler his falary. Happily for the prifoners in a gaol fo circumftanced, the 
prefent gaoler is a man of temper and humanity. 

At page 21, I complained of this prifon being within reach of floods; but in 
January 1776, there was a new building on the higheft part of the yard. It confifts 
of four vaulted wards for felons, 144 feet by 13 - f a window in each, but no chimney : 
and over them three good rooms with chimneys, for debtors. 

Gaol 
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Gaol delivery once a year. — No table of fees. Neither the ad for preferving the Appleby. 
health of priibners, nor claufes againft fpivituous liquors, at my laft vtfit, were 
hung up. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

APPLEBY. Built, as appears by the date, 1639. Two rooms 11 feet by 8- : Bribe- 
no chimney: each has a window (only 18 inches by 12) into a ftable : fubjedt wblls. 
to floods — No allowance. Keeper's falary £8 : no fees. 

1776, Jan. 22, Priibners o. 1779, May 9, Prifoners o. 
Sep. 19, - - o. 1782* Sep. 2, - - i. 

KENDAL Only one room for men and women, 18 feet by 13, with one window 
about 2 feet fquare : no chimney : no court : no water : no fewer. The keeper 
has a garden : falary, £6 : 10 : o, and a little dofe which he lets for twenty 
(hillings a year. No fees. — The town fometimes commits prifoners hither, and 
allows them fix-pence a day j the county, four pence. 

1 77&, J an * 2 3j Prifoners 3, two Men, one Woman, 

Sep. 18, o, Deferter 1. 

1779, May 11, - - o. 
1782, Sep. 3, - - 1. 

KENDAL TOWN GAOL. 

Only two vaulted dungeons under the chapel, called black holes: 15 fteps under 
ground (12 feet by 11, and 74 high). In one of them was a bedftead with draw 
on it. No court: no water. Allowance, fix-pence a day. The two town fergeants 
keep the prifon by turns ; a week each *. 

1776, Jan. 23, 1779, May u, and 1782, Sep. 3, No prifoners.. 



* I here take the liberty to extol the occonomy, induftry and cleanlinefs of the Kendal work-houfo. 
It makes fome amends for the inconvenience of the town gaol,, which occafions the fending town- 
prifoners to the county bridewell as above. 
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COUNTY GAOL, LANCASTER CASTLE. 

Lancas- GAOLER, John Dane, now John Higgin. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 8:0. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, £5 each, (£ee Remarks.) 
Licence, Beer and Wine* 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, > Qnc ^ Qn SaturJay morni 

Felons, \ 
Garnifli, Debtors, £0:7:2. 

Felons 0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. "Felons &c. Debtors • Felons &c. 

1774, Mar. 25, 74, 13. . 1779, May 11, 72, n.Imprefied 17. 

1775, Nov. 20, 48, 17. 1782, Sep. 3, 57, 17. 

1776, Sep. 17, 32, 19. 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Spicer, now Rev. Mr. JVatfon. 

Duty, Sunday twice; Wednefday and Friday once. 
Salary, £50. 

SURGEON, Mr. Dixon, now Mr. Wright. 
Salary, now £10 : 10 : o. 

Remarks. THE caftle-yard is fpacious, and is fupplied with water. Part of it is an 
enclofed bowling-green. Mafter's-fide debtors have many apartments. One of 
them which they call the oven, is faid to have been ufed as fuch in the time 
of John iff Gaunt duke of Lancajler : the diameter, 24 feet; the height, that of an 
ordinary room. Debtors are allowed to walk and work (fpin, knit, 2cc.) in the 
crown and fhire halls. The latter is ufed as a chapel *J • 

One of the rooms for debtors (60 feet by 27) is a free ward, and called the Quakers 
room 1 becaufe, it is faid, when thofe people were fo cruelly perfecuted in the laffc 
century, vaft numbers of them were confined in it. 

Petty offenders are fometimes fent hither, becaufe the bridewells are diftant. There 
is a large room for them near the gate ; and they are kept feparate from felons. 

Men arrd women felons have their day-rooms apart, at the upper end of the court* 
Women fleep in their day-room : but the court being common, the men aflbciate 
.4 » 

* Over the judge's bench in the (lure-hall is this text; « Let judgment run down as waters, and 
tigbtuvjriefi as a wghty fir earn" 

4 with 
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with them. — Men have for their night-rooms two vaulted cells. One of them, the Lancas- 
lozv dungeon^ is 10 fteps under ground*, 21 feet by 9, extremely clofe, dark, and Cast-le. 
unwholefome ; very hot even in winter. Their other cell, the high dungeon (20 feet 
2 inches by n feet 2,) is clofe and offenfive, though not under ground; and has an 
iron-latticed door. 

In one of thefe dungeons, there were three felons fick : the recorder, Mr. Fentottj 
gave immediate orders for their relief by better nourifiiment, &c. and they foon 
recovered. No infirmary : no bath. Tranfports had not the king's allowance of 
2 s. 6d. a week. When prifoners are convifted at Prefton or Manchefter, and from 
thence brought hither, the gaoler has a (hilling a mile conduft-money for each. 

If the large (table which is not much ufed, and the great room under the fliire-hall 
(in which there was only one poor lunatic ; who had been there many years, and is 
fince dead) were converted into night-rooms for felons, one fmall room for each; 
the court divided, and an infirmary were built, this would be a good gaol. From 
Mr, Fentori% humanity, and the regard that is juftly paid him, I cannot but hope for 
fome of thefe improvements. 

Thefe remarks were made in 1776 : at my vifit in 1779, I had the pleafure to find 
fix cells made in the upper (table, 10 feet by 6 feet 8 inches, each having an aperture 
about 2 feet by 1^, and two good rooms fitted up for an infirmary in the dungeon 
tower. One of the fix cells is appropriated to drunken and riotous debtors, over 
which this infeription is painted on a board, " This room is for unruly mifbehaved 
C6 debtors, to be confined in, until they promife to behave well." 

At my laft vifit there were three new cells (10 feet by 64-), two doors in each, one 
of which was iron-latticed. Here was alfo a feparate clofet for women, which is gene- 
rally wanted in gaols. — This gaol is regularly white-walhcd, and kept very clean. 
The ait for preferving the health of prifoners, and the claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, hung up very confpicuouily. — The gaoler lives diftant. 

The chaplain's falary, ^50, is from the county ; and from the dutchy £4. 

I will give a copy of the table of fees, though it is not authentick; — a lift of 
donations, — and an order for attending divine fervice, which are hung up in one of 
the court rooms. — Much good, 1 hope, may be expected from the exertions now 
making by the gentlemen of this county, for the further improvement of their prifons. 

FfEs taken by the Gaoler of Lancajltr Cattle. fviz.J 

£ s. ft 

For every debtor's difcharge when by a fuperfeJeas - - - o 8 o 

On a common difcharge 8;. and zs. & del. for the merifPs certificate - - o io 6 

When a debtor is furrendercd in difcharge of his bail - - - -024 

* The gaoler's wine cellar is down 20 Heps, and has evidently been ufed for the confinement of prifoners. 
The different purpofe to which it is now applied, is the only inftance I know of the benefit of taps 
in gaols. 

3 K When 
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£. 


s. 


D. 


When a debtor is charged with a declaration 2J. 8c \d, with the rule 


to take the prifoner to the 






bar and is. 8c \d. with the remandato 




O 


4 


8 


When a debtor takes the benefit of the infolvent act i /. and is. 8c 4 


d. to bring the prifoner to 








the bar by rule, and 2/. 8c \d, for the IherifPs certificate 




O 


5 


8 


Fees for all crown prifoners ... 




O 


18 


0 


Lately altered to - 




O 


'3 


4 



j^/;/; Gaoler. 



At my vifit in 1782, the two laft articles and the gaoler's name were erafed, and 
there is now inferted u Crown prifoners to pay no fees." John Hlgghi, Gaoler. 



Charity Legacies to the Debtor Prifoners in Lancajlcr Cattle 1770. 



£. s. D. 



From Mrs. Henrietta Highy's executors to twelve of the moft neceflitous and well behaved pri- 
foners five (hillings each paid by Doctor Fenton and the mayor of Lancajler about the firft 
day of March every year - - _ . - - 300 

From Mrs. Langhn paid by Lawrence Ratvjlbom Efq. each affize - - 2 o o 

From Sir Thomas Gerrard of Gartfujood paid by Mr. Starkie, due about the firfl of Augult. - 800 

Paid under a decree of the court of chancery of this county out of an eftate in SUrmrfdale 
called Sand late belonging to Peter Latham deceafed; diflributed at every Auguft alTize, 
by the truflees of the faid Peter Latham or their order, paid by Mr. Ratcliffk of Ormjkirk 
attorney at law - - - - - - - 600 

By the will of William Edmundfon of Outbwaite, one pound fifteen (hillings yearly, or half the 
rent of land in Scotforth purchafed by the mAney left for fuch purpofe by the faid will, paid 
by the treafurer of the county in bread - - - - - II50 

From Mrs. Ahigail Rlgl/s executors paid by Doctor Fenton and the mayor of Lancajfer every 

St. Thomas's day - - - . - - - 200 

[OPT- JtV- 11 ^ legacy.] ( So in the Ujh) 



At the general quarter feflions of the peace held at Lancajlcr in and for the faid county palatine of 
Lancajler, the 15th day of July in the feventeenth year of king George the third's reign ; whereat, it appears 
to this court on the reprefentation of the keeper of the gaol or the caille of Lancajler, that feveral prifoners in 
his cuftody, bsmg members of the Church of England and having no lawful excufe, make a common 
practice gJ abfenting themfelves from divine fervice performed in the faid gaol, and mi (behaving them- 
felves during fervice, It is therefore ordered by this court, that if any prifoner or prifoners confined in 
the faid caille (except Roman Catholics and Quakers) and having no lawful excufe, (hall abfent him 
her or themfelves, from attending divine fervice within the faid caille, or (hall in any way mi/behave, 
iuch prifoner or prifoners fhall immediately be deprived of the county allowance until fur:her orders to 
the contjary. And it is further ordered, that the treafurer of the faid county (lock, fhall immediately 
upon receiving a complaint from the faid keeper again il any prifoner or prifoners to ftrike his her or 
their name or names out of his books and to forbear to pay fuch prifoner or prifoners any more money until 
further order. 

Ken yon. 

N. D. Whereas many of the debtors of late have abfented themfelves from attending divine fervice, 
this is therefore to give them notice, that for the future the above rule of court will be llrictly put in 
execution. 

COUNTY 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

PRESTON. This prifon, a little diftant from the town, was a friary. On the ground- Bridi- 
floor is a paflagc, in which are eleven offenfive clofets, called boxes (6^ feet by 6), . 
to ileep in; and another room, the dungeon. Over thefe are a large work-room for 
men, and a Ids for women. The prifon out of repair: but at my yifit in 1779, the 
work-rooms were clean, and the prifoners were fpinning worfted. A court in front 
(of which the prifoners have no ufe) and a flable; and a fpacious garden backwards 
for the keeper. No bath. 
Thefe prifoners have the other moiety of William EdmunJfon's legacy mentioned in 
the lift at Lancafter Caftle. The keeper receives it for them. No water accef- 
iible to prifoners : no allowance. Keeper's falary, .£60 : but the keeper was 
obliged to pay ^50 to his predeceflbr, who died in now his falary is aug- 

mented to £So in lieu of the tap. Fees, from thofe tried at feffions, 10s. 6d. 
from others, js. no table. To this prifon in 1778, there were committed 112 
prifoners, viz* for felony 14, baftardy 15, mifdemeanors 46, vagrants 15, deferters 
lS, debtors 4. In 1779, there were committed 133 : — in 1780, 9S; — in 1781, 115; 
— in 1782, to Sep. 9, 88 

1774, Mar. 26, Prifoners 8. 1779, May 12, Prifoners 17. Impreffcd 5, 

1775, Nov. 18, - - 19. 17S2, Sep. 3, 19. 

1776, Sep. 16, - - 11. 

MANCHESTER. Rebuilt as per date, in the year 1774. Separate courts and 
apartments for men and women. Two rooms for an infirmary (14 feet by 1 1 feet 
8 inches). The men have work-rooms, over which are chambers. Their four 
night-rooms or cells in a paflagc 45 feet by 6, are clofe-, 11 feet by S ; 11 fteps 
below the court; but not properly under ground, being on the declivity of a hill. 
Women have three rooms on the ground-floor, and three chambers : here is a 
dungeon, down 9 fteps, 14 feet by 13 an inconvenient bath, no water in it. The 
iron-grate door into each court has a lock and faftenings of a contrivance Angularly 
curious. No allowance. Keeper's falary was raifed from ^25 to ^60, in lieu of 
fees, and is now raifed to^iJo in lieu of the tap. 

The aft for preferring the health of prifoners, and the claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, hung up. The keeper is a chandler, and employs fomc of the prifoners in 
fpinning candle-wick at three-halfpence a pound. In the front of the prifon is 

* In thefe numbers are not included the corporation prifoners, who are confined here, there being now no 
town gaol. 

3 K 2 a (tone 
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Erids* a (lone with an aperture into a box, having this infcription ; — iC Sick, and in prifon 9 
wtLL# and ye viftted me not'' Matt. xxv. 43. ' 

1774, Nov, 5, Prifoners 21. 1779, May 12, Prifoners ir. Imprefled 6. 

3775, 16, 6. 1782, Nov. 22, - - 14*. 

1776, Sep. 15, - - 12. 

LANCASTER Town Gaol. A room juft finifhed at the new town-hall, 15"- 
feet by u; 3 in which there is a window and fire-place. 

1782, Sep. 3, No prifoners. 

LIVERPOOL! BOROUGH GAOL. 

Seven clofe dungeons in a paflage 11 feet wide, 10 fteps under ground; each 
61- feet by 5 feet 9 inches, and 6 feet high. Apertures in the doors 1 1 inches by 6. 
Three prifoners are commonly locked up in each of them at night. There is another 
dungeon, larger, but not fecure. Only one day-room for criminals of both fexes. 
No infirmary. The keeper told me in November 1775, that after I was there laft year 
and faid his prifoners were in danger of the gaol-fever, twenty-eight of them had 
been ill of it at one time. What led me to think fo was, the offenfivenefs of the 
dungeons, and the number of prifoners. The prifon is (unrounded with other build- 
ings, and cannot be made healthy and convenient .};. Allowance in common on 
Sunday, bread 4*. beef and broth about 6s. Firing from O&ober to May. Gaoler, 
Rofendale Allen y fergeant at mace, paid the widow of the late gaoler, £20 a year ; and 
put in a deputy who paid him ^65 a year. Fees, debtors, felons &c. 4J. 6d. ncy 
table. Chaplain, duty, — Tuefday and Friday: falary, £12 : 12 : o. 

Felons are generally fent to Lancafter caftle : the prifoners kept here are for the moft 
part debtors. The adl for preferving the health of prifoners, and the claufes againfl 
fpirituous liquors, are both hung up. 

At my vifits in 1779 and 1782, this gaol was much cleaner than at my former 
vifits : tfie court paved : the adl for preferving the health of prifoners hung up; but 
the unhealthy dungeons (till in ufe. The late furgeon, Mr. Sbertclijfe, whofe falary 
was £10 (which is now paid to the difpenfary), informed me, that many more had the 
gaol-fever in 1775, than I mentioned in my publication. The gaoler now is Thomas 
Lyon: his falary, £10. 

The debtors about Chriftmas receive £10, left by a lady. No memorial in the gaol. 

* By the Calendar at the quarter feflions 2XMancheJIer, the 23d of January, 1784; there were ffty-one per- 
forms in cuftody. 

f The Gentlemen of this Corporation will pleafe to accept my grateful acknowledgments for the honour 
done me inprefenting me with the freedom of the town. 

I I have the pleafure of being informed (1784) by the prefent worthy chief magiftrate of this town, that 
ihe corporation have refolved upon building a new gaol. 

1. 1774, 
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1774, Nov. 7, Prisoners 58. Liverpool, 

1779, 30, - - 25. Impreflcd 2. Deferters 2. 

1782^ Sep. 5, Debtors 19. Felons &c. 14. - j. 



LIVERPOOL Bridewell. This prifon was built in 1776, on an eminence Bride- 
adjoining the work-houfe near the town. The men and women have feparate rooms, VVELLS ' 
courts, Sec. The women have fix rooms below, and the fame number above : the 
men have four rooms below, and four above. Thefe are 12 feet by 10, and 8 feet 
9 inches high ; are furnifhed with bedfteads, blankets and coverlets ; but are too 
clofe, having no window, only an aperture in the door about 9 inches fquare, and 
another near the ceiling. They have a zvork-roorn, 20 feet by 16 feet 9 inches. Near 
this room in the men's court is a pump, to which the women are tied every week and 
receive difcipline. In this court is alfo a bath, with a new and fingular contrivance. 
At one end of it was a ftandard for a long pole, at the extremity of which was fatten- 
ed a chair. In this all the females (not the males) at their entrance, after a few 
queftions, were placed, with a flannel Ihift on, and underwent a thorough ducking, 
thrice repeated — an ufe of a bath, which I dare fay the legiflature never thought of, 
when in their late aft they ordered baths with a view to cleanlinefs and prefirvhig the 
health of prifoners ; not for the exercife of a wanton and dangerous kind of feverity. But 
I was glad to find this ufe of the bath has been difcontinued fince my vifit in 1779. 
The fevere weekly difcipline of the women in the mens court is ftill continued. — This 
4? prifon is kept remarkably clean by the matron. All the prifoners were employed in 
picking oakum. The claufes againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. Allowance, two- 
pennyworth of bread a day. Keeper's falary, ^30. Matron, £10. Turnkey, 6 s. a 
week, an apartment and firing. 

1779, Nov. 30, Prifoners 8. 
1782, Sep. 5, - - 12. 

WARRINGTON Town Bridewell. Two rooms in the work-houfe yard; 
one about 9 feet fquare, with bedftead and ftraw ; the other about 9 feet by 5 : no 
windows. Allowance for diet, the fame as the poor, who, by their appearance, 
feem to have a humane attention paid to them. The conftables of the town are 
keepers. 

1776, March 20, 1779, Dec. 3°> anc * J 7 8 4' February 24, No prifoners. 

* This poor-houfe is a large new building ; and the management of it (hews a humane attention which does 
honour to the gentlemen concerned. 

CHESHIRE, 
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COUNTY GAOL, CHESTER CASTLE. 

Chester. GAOLER, Faithfull Thomas: he held it of the late conftable George NoJJiter the 

king's patentee, to whom he then paid ^40 a year. 
Salary, £18:5:0 from the exchequer. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Dehors, j g> 

Felons, J 

Tranfports, each, and^i for expences. 

Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors. 7^ j r 1 j 1 i 

1 K 1X pounds of bread a week each. 
Felons, j 



Garnifh, 


Debtor 




: 3 : 6. 








Number, 




Debtors. 


Felons &e. 




Debtors. 


Felons Jcc. 




Mar. 29, 


22, 


24. 


1776, Sep. 14, 




12. 




Jane 24, 


2 3> 


1 2. 


l '179> Aug. 27, 




4- 


1775' 


Feb. 1, 


9> 


»5- 


1782, May 24, 


22, 


5. D 




Nov. 25, 




6. 


1783* J ul 7 2 5> 


33> 


*5- 



CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Bofwel, now Rev. Mr. JVillan. ' 
Duty, Sunday, 
Salary, £30. 

A debtor officiates as clerk, for which the county allows £2 a year. 
SURGEON, Mr. William fon. 

Salary, none ; he makes a bill. 

Remarks. THIS cattle is the property of the King. The firft room is a hall : there are two 
ftaircafes* leading up from it to four rooms for mafterVfide debtors. Down 18 
fleps is a fmall court, which was common to debtors and felons. It is lately divided, 
but the high clofe pales which feparate the two courts, now fo very fmall, deprive 
both debtors and felons of the benefit of fre(h air, and the keeper has no view of the 
felons court or day-room, in which men and women are together: the debtors, in 
the popes kitchen (improperly called their free ward, as they pny one (hilling a week 
each); the felons, in theif day-room, the king s kitchen. Both thefe are 6 fteps 
below the court: each of them about 35 feet by 22. Near the former is the con- 
demned room. Under the king's kitchen is the Mftg's cellar \ quite nfclefs. Under 
the pope's kitchen is a dark paflage 24 feet by 9 : the defcent to it, is by 21 fteps from 
the court. No window : not a breath of frefh air : only two apertures (lately made) 
with grates in the ceiling into the pope's kitchen above. On one fide of it are fix 
5 cells 
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cells (Jails) each about j\ feet by 3, with a barrack-bedftead, and an aperture over the Chester 
door about 8 inches by 4. In each of thefe are locked up at night, fometimcs three or Cast lb. 
four felons. They pitch thefe dungeons two or three times a year: when I was in one 
of them, I ordered the door to be fhut \ and my fituation brought to mind what I had 
heard of the black hole at Calcutta; 

The felons day-room is not fecure. They efcaped in 1775, by breaking through 
the flight floor into the king's cellar below 5 and through the decayed walls of that 
they made their way down the hill. The keeper, who is careful and humane, was not 
blameable. 

Tranfports had not the king's allowance of 2 s. 6 d. a week. Of the debtors whom I 
faw in 1776, five were imprilbned by exchequer writs; and five alio in 1782. The cofts 
of fome were equal to the debts. 

The county has lately built two good rooms for the gaoler, and fitted tip one room 
for a chapel. Eut there is no infirmary or bath, which are peculiarly neceflary in fo 
clofe a prifon. The a£t for preferving the health of prifoners not hung up. 

The prefent conjlable is Mr. Ferdinarulo Gilllo a furgeon in London. He obliges the 
gaoler to pay rent .£30 a year, and takes himfelf the falary of ^18 : 5 : o, the gaoler 
paying the tax of £2 : 13 : o thereon. I need hardly mention the impropriety of one 
receiving the falary, and another doing the duty *. 

A TABLE OF FEES 

To be taken by the Conflable of the Caflle — as the County Gaol — fettled — in the — Quarter Scflions — 
at Namptivicb — 15th July 1729 and afterwards confirmed — by his Majefty's Chief Jullice of Cbeftcr 
and Judge of Affize — and Juliices of the Peace — in purfuance of a late Ad— for the Relief of 
Debtors &C. 

£- s- D. 

Commitment fee, for every prifoner - - - -,.082 

Chamber rent, prifoner finding his own bedding per week - - -010 

Bedding per week if found by the conflable - - - -010 

* " There is a Angularity in the manner of the treatment of the prifoners who are releafed by capital 
" punifhmeiit out of their dreadful cells, which merits mention. They are delivered by the conftable 
" or his deputy, at a llone called Glovcr's-Jlene, about ninety yards diftant from the outward gate, 
»' into the hands of the fheriffs of the city ; who receive them at that (lone, which is the extreme limit 
te of the caflle precincts, and from thence convey them to the place of execution; which they alio have 
** the charge of." 

* Mr. Pennant Si Tour in Wales 3 p. 163. 

I have in three of my vifitsfeen the place of confinement for defertcrs in this caflle, who are not under the 
care of the gaoler, but of the invalids of the garrifon. It is a bad unhealthy cell ; often productive of the 
gaol fever; a room fhould be appropriated to the fick, for the furgeon told me he could not attend them 
there. An officer at JForce'hr informed me, that having fent a ferjeant and two men for two deferters lodged 
here, three of them died a few days a r ter they came to their quarters, and he had them buried privately, 
without military honours, to the furprife of the fddiers, who knew not the reafon. 

Discharging 
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Chester Difcharging fee - 

Castle. To the turnkey on difcharge . - 

For a copy of every commitment • 

For attendance into court with every prifoner brought there by rule of court 
For the ftone parlour, bed and furniture if required per week 
For every felon committed per week 

Signed by eight Juftices. 
Confirmed by J.Willes Sep. 13. 1729. 

We whofe names are fubferibed his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace do approve the above Table of Fees and 
the additional Fee of fix pence per week. Witnefs our hands April 7. 1730. 

Signed by five Juftices # . 

A LrsT — of all Gifts Legacies &c. upon the beft Examination — given for the Benefit — of poor 

Prifoners — within — the Caftle of Chejlcr. 

Mr. John Norttey— citizen and merchant-taylor of London— hy his will — 10th Oflober 161 5 left— fix lhillings 
and eight pence to be diftributed on Candlemas yearly for ever by the mayoi &c. — to the poor prifoner* 
— in money or bread. 

Valentine Broughton — of Chefler alderman — by his will 16th June 1603 left — thirteen millings and four penca 
to be diftributed at Michaelmas and Lady-day yearly for ever by the mayor— to the prifoners in the caftle 
1— by equal portions, or twenty days after. 

The above written Table of Fees — and Lift — of Gifts — are true Copies — 

Tho Tagg CL Paris. 

Rules to be obferved within the Gaol of the Caftle of Cbvjlcr. 

1 ft. All prifoners to behave — refpeclfully to keeper — whoever— ftrikc or aflault any — to be punifhed by a 
juftice at difcretion. 

2. No curfing or fwearing — No gaming in the hail nor in private. 

3. Prifoners to retire to their refpedlive rooms — from Lady-day to Michaelmas at nine— from Michaelmas 

to Lady-day at eight — to be let out in the morning from Lady- day to Michaelmas at fix and from 
Michaelmas to Lady-day at eight. 

4. Friends or relations — to bring neceflarics, — being — fearched for inftruments if required — Not to ftay 

long — without leave, except in — ficknefs — nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. Felons &c. — to be in the lower court — except leave &c. 

6. Whereas it is ufual for the prifoners to go into the caftle-yard an hour morning and afternoon for air 

except in time of aflize feflions &c. — None to go to the caflle-gate or over the pavement leading &c— 
nor out of the limits — nor intermix with the foldiers on guard. 

7. No prifoner to remove — the keeper's beds &c. — nor his own bed— without gaoler's confent. 

* The tabic having hung againfl: a damp wall, the juftices names are not legible* 

Prifoner* 
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8. Prifoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If they choofe the keeper's bed — pay a Cheste:* 

(hilling at the end of every week. Upon non-payment the gaoler may take the bed, and put the Castl 
prifoner to lie in the pope's kitchen or any other free ward* 

9. The public hall to be fwept and cleaned by the prifoners daily. 

At the General Quarter Seflions of the Peace held at Namptwicb — 14th July — 4th George II. 1730 

We whofe names are fubferibed Juftices of the Peace affernbled in open Seflions aforefaid do approve of the 
faid Rules to be obferved in the Gaol of the faid Caftle of Cbejler. 

Cha Dukenfeld F Poole T Cholmondeley 

Three more not legible. 

We do approve of thefe rules 

J WlLLES 

W Jessop. 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MIDDLEWICH. 

This prifon has been improved by the addition of a work-room; a little room at the Bride- 
end of it, which they call a Jhop ; and three chambers over them. At one fide of the WELL - 
work-room is a ftrong brick bench againft: the wall, long enough for feveral to fit on; 
and fronting the fire-place is another brick feat, aimoft a femicircle. Two of the four 
lower rooms have now a window in each : the other have only three perforations in the 
doors of about two inches diameter. I found at my vifit in 1776 all the prifoners, but 
two, employed in picking oakum s the other two were ihoe-makers, working at their 
own trade : but at my two laft vifits all were without employment. The court is 
fomewhat enlarged from the keeper's garden, and flagged with broad (tones, which are 
very convenient, not only for cleanlinefs &c. but particularly for drying the oakum. 
The partition between this and the garden, is a brick wall 6 feet high about one third 
of the height, and the reft ftrong palifades with tenter-hooks. This is a judicious 
contrivance for keeping the court and houfe airy and healthy : but I fince learn this 
court has been contra&ed by fome new buildings. Allowance to each, fix pounds of 
houfehold bread a week : fcales and weights are provided by the county. Claufes againft 
fpirituous liquors not hung up. Keeper's falary, £50. No fees. A chaplain lately 
appointed, Rev. Mr. Leigh: falary, £20: duty, three times a week. Surgeon, Mr. 
Graves : he makes a bill 

1774, Nov. 8, Prifoners 3. 1779, Aug. 28, Prifoners 5. 

1776, Sep. 14, - 9. 1782, Nov. 23, - - 14* 

# Since my laft vifit, the. gaol-fever has been in this prifon ; and in the Chejler papers, a teftimony to 
the care, attention, and fuccefs of Mr. Graves has been publifhed by order of the juftices. The prifon 
was crowded, feveral having been fent from Cbejler affizes. However, only three prifoners and a child 
died. 

3 L CHESTER] 
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CHESTER CITY and COUNTY GAOL 

Chistih. GAOLER, Samuel IFaterwoods, now Thomas Wood-worth. 
Salary, £10. 

Fees, Debtors, £o : 8 ; 8. 

Felons, o : 6:6. 

Tranfports, * 6 : io : o each. 
Licence, Beer and Wine. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a pennyworth of bread a day. ( Little more than half a pound 
in Feb. 1775 s ten ounces in May 1782.) 

Garniflh, £0 : : 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons «cc. 

1774, Mar. 29, 8, 10. 1776, Sep. 14, 1, 2. 

1775, Feb. 1, 6, 2. 1779, Aug. 27, 7, 5. 
Nov. 25, 8, 2. 1782, May 24, 5, 1. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Duke y now Rev. Mr. Price. (See Remarks.) 
Duty, Tuefday and Thurfday. 
Salary, ' £10. 

SURGEON, (See Remarks.) 
Salary, £5. 

* m « 

Remarks. THIS gaol, called the North-gate prif on, rebuilt in 1722, has many convenient 
apartments for debtors. The felons day-room is fpacious: but to their dungeon, or 
night-room (which is 14 feet by 8) the defcent is now by 18 fteps : for at my vifit in 
1779, * found that the room was very injudicioufly, (not to fay cruelly) funk fome 
feet*. In it is a barrack-bedftead. No light, nor any communication with the external 
air, but by two leaden pipes of about an inch diameter laid in from the gate-way. The 
prifoners in March 1774, complained of excefllve heat. The women-felons lie up 
ftairs, in a room called the upper dungeon, which has no window, only an aperture in the 
door (14 inches by 7) into one of the debtors rooms. No bedding or ftraw. The 
court is common to debtors and felons : but the former have the privilege of walking 
in the keeper's garden. 

Mr. Price is chaplain to the blue-coat fchool ; and officiates in little St. Johns chapel 
belonging to the fchool. A navigation parts that from the prifon-yard ; and a foot- 

* There feems to have been the fame negled here of a claufe in a late aft, that is noted in p*gi 295 ; 
which would fcarcely have happened, had the aft been hung up as therein direfted. 

bridge, 
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bridge, ma de for the purpofe, gives thele prifoners an opportunity of attending divine 
irvice when , f j s performed; that is, prayers twice a week, and fermon once a month. 
Few prifoners in city * fQwn gaols ^ fuch a ivilegc- 

n ovem er 1775, everai jr -:r oncrs were [\\ i n bed of the cold which then generally 

prevailed i yet the furgeon had not, . i . , r , .v ^'^ r 

; . ^ n 7 T . „ to ^ r ee weeks, either feen them himfelf, or fent 

his alfiftant. No infirmary : nor any convenient r l r -rye 

. y 7 tor the proper feparation of the fexes 

(which impropriety the late keeper mentioned), 

A legacy of fi : 13:4 is paid annually by the corporate. , , . . , 

r . - , , J-rr j j t ^ut there is no memorial 

of it in the gaol. 

TABLE of FEES and RULES. 

The rules for this gaol being in fubftance, and almoft in words, the fame as the firft 
four Rules for the Cattle, I will not tranferibe them ; but defire my reader to refer to 
them. 



THE GAOLERS FEES, 

Upon any arreft for any perfon that (hall be brought and committed to the faid prifon 

For every execution charged upon the prifoner - 

Upon every commitment by the mayor for a mifdemeanor if a freeman 

If a foreigner 

For the blue room to a gentleman committed prifoner, per week - - 

For lodging every night in a feather bed - - 

In a flock or chaff bed - - 

Chamber-rent per week the prifoner finding his own bedding 

For every felon committed to prifon the keeper's fees for irons and continuance 

If any perfon attached by form of attachment out of the exchequer at Cbejler be brought to the 

faid prifon the keeper's fee thereon - - 

If any perfon (hall be arretted by form of a writ out of any of the courts at Weftminjler and be 

brought to the faid prifon the keeper's fee - 
For attending the court with every prifoner - - 

For every felon committed per week - - 

For a copy of every commitment - 
To the turnkey on difcharge - 



£• 
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The above table was neither figned nor dated. 



CHESTER City Bridewell. In the keeper's houfe there is a room or two 
for thofe that can pay for a bed ; and there is now built a worlofhop and a room over 
it 25 feet by i6|. The employment is fpinning. Down 10 fteps are two new 
dungeons. No water: no allowance: claufes againft fpirkuous liquors not hung up, 
Keeper's falary^ £4:4: o." 

Here were feveral leaden weights marked 30, 40, 60 pounds, with a ring and 
chains to each; thefe are fattened, as the magiftrates order, or the keeper finds 

- 3 L 2 - needful, 
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stu needful, to the legs of refractory prifoners, fo that they cannot walk without carrying 
the weight. The keeper faid that it was extremely difficult to make prifoners behave 
orderly, while they were kept together. 

1775, Feb. 1, Prifoners 2. 1775, Aug. 27, Prifoners 1. 
Nov. 25, - - o. 1782, May 24, - - 3. Imprefled 1. 

1776, Sep. 14, - - 12. 

MACCLESFIELD p R ison. This prifon for the liberty of the hundred, manor, 
and foreft of Macclesfield, in the pinfold or pound for that hundred, is the property of 
LoH Ztiolmondeley. It has four rooms; and a dungeon down 7 fteps (11 feet by 9), the 
window 6 inches fquare. The building is flight, and the whole of it ruinous. Keeper 
is a bailiff, keeps a public houfe; and pays rent £18. No falary: fees, 7 s. 6d. no 
table. 

1776, Sep. 15, Debtors 2. 1782, Nov. 23, Debtor 1. 

MACCLESFIELD Town Bridewell, is a ruinous room behind the keeper's 
houfe. Only one aperture 10 inches by 6. The keeper told me he was fometimes 
obliged to confine men and women together in it. Salary, twenty fhillingSi fees, one 
fhilling. 

1776, Sep. 15, and 1782, Nov. 2j, No prifoners. 

NANTWICH Prison, for Debtors, This prifon for the manor or barony of 
Nantwich, or Wich-Malbank, is the property of Lord Cholmonddey. It confifts of two 
or three rooms in the keeper's public houfe. 

1779, Aug. 28, Prifoners 2. 1782, Nov. 23, Prifoner 1. 

As the table of fees is of a late date, and fo comprehenfive, I here give the copy. 

County ofCheJter, to <ivit. A Table of Fees, to be taken by Sheriffs, Under-Sheriffs, Bailiffs, or 
other Officers within the faid County ; Made, fettled and allowed, at the General Quarter Sefllons — 
held by adjournment at the Cattle of Cbejler, in and for the faid County, — the Fifteenth Day of April — 
1777, and in the 17th — George III. before Sir Thomas Br ought on , Baronet, George Heron, John Townjbend, 
I Charles Mainivaring, Samuel Barrow, Samuel Finney, and Henry Offiey Wright, Efquires ; Samuel Alder/ey, 
Robert Hill, and John Baldwin, Clerks, Juilices — in purfuance of an Aft — made in the 3 2d year — of 
George II. 

7*o the Bailiff for every jirreJJ, as under, 

£. S. D. 

For an arreft or an attachment for contempt, * . -0100 

For a debt of 10/. and under 20 A - * - o 10 o 

For a debt of 2oi. and under 30/. - r - o 1 5 o 

For a debt of 30/. and under 50/. - . • - I 1 o 

For a debt of 50/. and under 80/. . » • • 3 5 o 

For 
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For a debt of 80/. and under 1 00 A - . - 1 n 6 Na •t- 

For a debt of 100A and under 200/. - - . -220 

For a debt of 200/. and under 500/. - - 2 12 6 

For a debt of 500/. and under 1000/. - - 3 3 o 

For a debt of 1000/. and upwards • - - -550 

Travelling charges to make fuch arreft, in cafe the arreft be made (except on an attachment 

for contempt) each mile - - - -006 

For Attendance on Arreft to be taken as follows (except on an Attachment for Contempt J. 

Where the debt does not exceed 100/. for each day 2/. and each night is. 
Where the debt does exceed 100/. and is not 200 /. for each day 3/. and each night 3/. 
Where the debt does exceed 200/. for each day \s. and each night \s. 

Nothing to be taken for Attendance unlefs the Defendant does not offer good Bail in fix hours, or is 

not difcharged in that Time. 
For executing every writ of Ca : fa : Fi : ffa : Levari facias* and writ of pofTeffion, or other 

execution, befides fherifPs poundage - - - 1.10 

travelling Charges as in Cafe of Arreft. 

For conducing every prifoner to gaol, or fo far as fuch prifoner fhall be conduced, in his way 

to gaol, each mile - - - - -010 

Houfe expences whilft in cuRody before carrying to gaol (but not on the road) to be allowed 

after the rate of zu 6d. for every twenty-four hours, and fo in proportion for a left time, 

all expences of prifoners and bailiffs included. 
For making every diftrefs for rent, under 20 /• $ - -050 

For 20/. and under 100/. - * - • • o 6 8 

For above 100/. - - - - o 10 6 

For attending goods under diftrefs, or taken in execution, for each twenty-four hours, until the 

fale is finilhed, one perfon is. 6d. if two perfons - - -040 

Travelling charges to make fuch diftrefs, and houfe expences, as in cafe of arreft. 

No further or other allowance to be taken on account of bailiffs followers, but every bailiff to pay his own 
followers out of the above fees. 

And it is ordered by the faid Court, that this Table of Fees be printed, and immediately difperfed 
throughout the faid County, by the Clerk of the Peace thereof. And to the end that no Sheriff, Under- 
Sheriff, Bailiff, or other Officer or Minifter, may plead Ignorance of the Law, they may hereby take notice^ 
that none of them are to take any other or greater Fee or Reward than what is above fet forth and allowed> 
upon the Pains contained in the faid Aft. 

By the Court, 

W. IK J Jens, 
Clerk of the Peace for the faid County of Chefter. 



NANTWICH Town Gaol. This prifon (called the round houfe) was built by 
the county in 1782. Two rooms and a kitchen for the keeper. For prifoners, a 
room arched with brick (12 feet 3 inches by 10 feet a), with a barrack-bedftead : 
no chimney : no court : down 1 1 fteps two dungeons with apertures 1 n inches by 9. — 
The gentlemen feem to have overlooked a claufe in 14th Geo. III. Cap, xliii. — " to 

r " prevent 
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" prevent the prifoners from being kept under ground, whenever they can do it con- 
u veniently." The water Jias been 18 inches high, by the marks, in thefc dungeons. 
Only one fire-place, that in the keeper's kitchen. 

1782, Nov. 23, No prifoners. 

HAULTON Castle Gaol. I fhould fcarcely have mentioned thisprifon, fince 
Sox a number of years paft no perfon has been confined in it, had I not found that 
in an infeription in the court-room, dated 1737, it is ftiil called a gaol with a court- 
yard. Lord Cholmondeley is proprietor under the crown ; and quarterly courts are held 
here for the manor. Two cellars appear to have been ufed for the purpofe of confining 
prifoners. 

1777, March 19, No prifoners. 



FLINTSHIRE. 
COUNTY GAOL at FLINT. 

Flint. G A O L E JR, John Williams? now James Perry. 
Salary, none. 
Fees, Debtors,- £0 : 6 : cr. 

JFelons, 0:3:6. 
Tranfports, the expence. 
Licence,. Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, ^ each weekly 1 s. 6 d. in bread, and 6 d. money: afterward 
Felons, j one pound of bread a day : now 1 j. weekly in bread 
and 6 d. money. ( See Remarks.) 

Garniih, £0 : 1 : o. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons *cc. 

# 17743 June 25, 4, i. 1779, Au g- 2 7> *i 3- 

1776, Sep. 13, 1, o. 1782, May 24, 9, 3. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies, now Mr, Parry. 
Duty, Wednefday and Friday. 
Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ingleby at Holywell, 
Salary, none: he makes a bill. 

marks. THIS gaol is alfo a bridewell. On the ground-floor are the gaoler's apartments 
and tap-room. For debtors there are, up ftairs, a common ward ; and two other 
rooms. Thc j y have alfo a court, backwards. For felons and petty offenders? two dark 

6 clofets* 
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clofetSj the Mack holes, in the debtors rooms: they are each 5 feet by 4 with apertures 
1 2 inches by 6 in the doors ; and wera the only receptacles for criminals till a few 
years ago, when a dungeon in the yard was added, which is 16 feet by 11. This is 
down 8 fteps. A court before it about 5 yards fquare: water laid in. When men are 
here, women are put in the dark clofets. The claufes againft fpirituous liquors are 
hung up. The aft for preferring the health of prifoners not hung up : no infirmary. 
The debtors and felons not being fatisfied with the kind allowance from the county of 
is. 6 d. in bread and 6 d. in money fer week, the juftices very properly ordered only a 
pound of bread a day to each. 

Great fefllons at Mold : conveyance thither at the gaoler's expence. He has now a 
falary of £30 as keeper of the bridewell.- — There is no work-room nor employment for 
petty offenders, nor day-room for felons. 

About five and twenty years ago, here was a debtor who infilled upon not being fubjefl 
to the gaoler, nor to any orders but fuch as ftiould be enjoined by the magiftrates. 
Upon this ocealion, as I was informed, the juftices at the quarter feflions held at Holy- 
well in July 1759, ma de fome falutary rules for the government of this prifon, which 
are hung up in the gaol. It is probable the man knew he had a ftatute to fupport his 
claim, namely, the ad the 3 2d of George II. 



FLl NT 

County 
Gaol. 



TABLE OF FEES. 

Flintjbire, to wit. At the Court of Great Seffion held at Flint— on— z2d of Auguft— 5th — of our Sove- 
reign Lord George III — 1765 before the Hon blc John Morton Efq. Chief Juftice of— Chefter> Flint, Denbigh, 
and Montgomery ; and Taylor White Efq. his Majefty's other Juftice there affigned &c. — It is — Ordered that 
the Gaoler for the time being do take no more than the Fees and Allowances hereafter mentioned which 
the court conceive to be fuiheiene and reaiunable 

(That is to fay) 
A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County.. 



For the receipt of every prifoner for debt - - 

For the ufe of the bedftead and chamber by the week the prifoner finding his own bedding 

If the bedding found by gaoler per week then - - 

For a copy of every commitment 

Attending every prifoner brought by rule of court 

Fee on prifoner's difcharge - " ' 

Turnkey's fee on prifoner's difcharge - 



The above Table of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 
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John Morton, 



Rules to be obferved within the Gaol of Flint. 

I. All prifoners to behave— refpettfully to keeper — Whoever— ftrike or affault any — to be punilhed by a 
juftice at difcretion. 

a. No curfing or fweaxing — No gaming in the hall nor in private. y 

3. Prifoners 
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3. Prifoners to retire to their refpettivfc rooms— from Lady-day to Michaelmas at nine — from Michaelmas 

to Lady-day at' eight — To be let out in the morning — from Lady.day to Michaelmas at fix — Michael- 
mas to Lady-day at eight* 

4. Friends or relations — to bring neceflaries,— being — fearched for inftruments if required— Not to ftay 

Jong — without leave, except in — ficknefs— nor after the hours of locking up. 

5. The prifoners for felony and mifdemeanors fliall keep in the upper ward — except leave to the contrary, 

and then not to intermix with the debtors. 

6. No prilbner to remove — the keeper's beds &c. — nor his own bed — without gaoler's confent. 

7. Prifoners may bring their own beds, and take them away. If they choofe the keeper's bed pay two 

fhillings at the end of every week. Upon non-payment the gaoler may take the bed, and put the 
prifoner to lie in any other room as is ufual for prifoners who cannot bring beds or pay chamber- 
rent. 

8. That the public-rooms — be kept and made clean daily — by the prifoners. 

9* That no prifoners lhall have any ofFenfive weapons— or inftruments — that may conduce to their 

efcape. 

At the General Quarter Seflions held at Holywell — 12th July — 33d George IL 1759. 

We whofe Names arc hereunto fubferibed his Majefty's Juftices of the Peace aflembled in open Seflions 
aforefaid approve of the above Rules to be obferved within the Gaol of Flint. 

Roger Mojlyn^ David Pennant^ 

John Glynnty Thomas Thomas. 

Thomas Hughes y 

William Wynne, Clerk of the Peace. 



ANOTHER 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at HANMER. 

B*. IDE- Two rooms in a ruinous thatched houfej no chimneys in them. No coutt: no 
water : no employment : fees, 31. 6 d. no table. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not 
hung up. Keeper's falary, £10 > out of which he pays rent for the houfe. i 

1779, Aug, 29, No prifoners. 



Flint 
Count v 
Gaol, 



DENBIGHSHIRE. 
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COUNTY GAOL at RUTHIN. 

GAOLER, J ofeph Stoddard. Ruthin. 
Salary, £\o. 

Fees, Debtors, £0:6:0. 

Felons, 0:3:6. 
Transports, £1 each to Chefter. 
Licence, none. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, is. 6d. a week. 
Garniih, Debtors, £0:2:6. 

Felons, 0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c 

1774) June 25, 8, 5. 1779, Aug. 26, 2, 2. 

1776, Sep. 13, 2, 1. 1782, June 22, 8, 7. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Pierce. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Ntcholls. 
Salary, now £12. 

THIS gaol (lately built) is alfo a county bridewell. In the front are the gaoler's r emarks 
apartments. Backwards, on the ground-floor, a day-room or kitchen for debtors 
27 feet by 15; and another as large for criminals: and for the latter, only four 
cells 7! feet by 6\\ two on each fide of a paflage but 3 feet wide. The cells are 
arched with brick, and lined with oak planks. In each there is a bedftead with two 
blankets and a coverlet. A window in each 3 feet by i, which was glazed ; but being 
found too clofc, is now open. In both the debtors and felons day-rooms are 8 cup- 
boards with fcparate locks and keys, that each may fecure his provifion. Above 
are nine rooms for debtors (about 13^ feet by n|), and a neat chapel, but no free 
ward. In each of the debtors rooms is an iron bedjiead y two chairs, a table, and a 
fender. Separate courts for debtors and criminals in each a pump with excellent water, 
and a bathing-room, with a copper &c. made fo convenient that they are in conftant 
life. 

Gentlemen fo confiderate, will fcarcely forget an infirmary, and feparating women 
from men, as this is a county bridewell. If a door-way was made between the 
windows of the felons day-room into their court, they might be more leparated from 
the debtors. — This gaol is kept clean, but has not been white-wafhed fince it was 

3 M occupied.; 
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Ruthin occupied; a fault too common in new prifons. The a£t for preferving the heal h of 
County prifoners not hung up: but the claufes againft fpirituous liquors are hung up. Great 

feffions, of late, at Wrexham. The gaoler has a falary of £20 as keeper of bride- 

well. 

TABLE OF FEES. 

Denbigh/hire, to wit. At the General Quarter Seffions — at Denbigh— on the r6th day of April in the 
5th — of our Sovereign Lord Georce III — 1765 before "Jo bn EJzvards Jun r . and Jcbn Conuoay Efqrs. and 
others — Juftlces — Whereas the Under-SherifF of this County has applied to this Court to have the Gaoler's 
Fees fettled and fixed, purfuant to the Statutes in fuch cafe made, it is therefore Ordered that the Gaoler- 
do take no more than the Fees and Allowance hereafter mentioned — (That is to fay) 

A Table of Fees to be taken by the Gaoler of this County. 

£. S. D. 

Fees on the receipt of every prifoner • - - - -026 

For the ufe of the bed Head and chamber by the week the prifoner finding his own bedding 010 
If bedding be found by the gaoler then by the week - - • -020 

For a copy of every commitment - - - • - 010 

Attending every prifoner brought up by rule of court - - - -010 

Fee on prifoner's difcharge - - - - - 026- 

Turnkey's fee on prifoner's difcharge - - - - -01 C 

The above Table of Fees is ratified and confirmed by 

John Morton. 

By the Court John Hoftcr Clerk of the Peace. 

OTHER 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

Bride- WREXHAM. This is only part of an houfe, the whole of which feems to have 
been formerly the bridewell; but moft of it is now the parifh poor-houfe. The 
prifon has — on the ground-floor the keeper's rooms and ftable - y and for prifoners, 
two dark offenfive rooms, with apertures in the doors 10 inches by 7 : a wall within 
6 feet of the doors : prifoners have, with juft caufe, complained of being almofl: 
fuffocated ; and begged to be let out for air into the keeper's garden, on the other 
fide of the houfe. — Up flairs are three rooms for thofe who can pay. The prifon 
out of repair. No pump. The late keeper was a flieriflf's officer : falary, £8. Fees 
uncertain, not being fettled by the juftices. 

1774, Mar. ^o, Prifoners 2. *779> July 26, Prifoners 2. 

1776, Sep. 12, - 1. 1782, June 22, - 1. 

DENBIGH. Part of an old houfe. No court: no water: no fewer. Keeper's 
falary, £6: out of which he pays to the parifh ^3 rent for the houfe, — Under the 
town-hall, the black hole, 24 feet by 10, is ufed as a prifon. 

1779, Aug. 26, Prifoners o: 1 diftrafted man, 2 paupers. 
1782, June 22, - o: 2 paupers, 

MONTGOMERY- 
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COUNTY GAOL at MONTGOMERY. 

GAOLER, William Davies. Momtco- 
Salary, ^12 : 12:0 from the (herifF. mery. 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 8 : o. 

Felons, o : 14 : 4. 
Tranfports, about £10 : 10 : o each. 
Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, on application, the fame as Felons. 

Felons, two 14 d. loaves a week. Now a 6d. loaf every other day 
from the gaoler. 

Garniih, £0:2:6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons** Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, June 29, 3, 4. 1779, May 16, 4> 3. Imprefled 1. 

1775, Nov. 29, 2, o. 1782, Sep. 26, it, 4. 
CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. P^//. 

Duty, Sunday. 

Salary, ^20. 

SURGEONS, two, in quarterly rotation. Now only Mr. Stephens. 

Salary, £j : 10 ; o each. Now £8. 

THIS gaol is finely ficuated on a rifing ground. Flere are eight rooms for debtors, Remarks. 
three of which are free wards, and two cells 8 feet by 7, and a condemned cell for 
felons ; all clean. No day-room. Court common. The fine ftream of water, which 
at my firft vifit was running through the court, is turned off. A large brew-houfe is 
built for the gaoler. There might be a room over it much more convenient for a 
chapel than that now ufecL Great feflions always at Welch Pool ; whither priibners are 
conveyed at the gaoler's expence. Aft for preferving the health of priibners not hung 
up. The gaol has been white-wafhed but once fince the aft parted. No bath, though 
very conveniently fituated for plenty of water. 

Debtors are fent from the county-court for fmall fums, and no term is fixed fur 
their difcharge, as is gen- rally ordered in the affs for the court of frqkijts. One was 
here confined for £\ : 11 : 6, cofbyfi : 1:11, excluGve of the gaoler's fee. The 
gaokr faid, many had been committed for much lefs fums, and lay for fcveral years in 
gaol. 

The table of fees not legible. 
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ANGLESEY. North Wales Circuit. 



W ELL* 



COUNTY BRIDEWELL at MONTGOMERY. 

Bride- Two rooms in the keepers thatched houfe j the largeft of which is 18 feet 4 inches 
by 13 feet 9; no fire-place: and down 8 fteps a damp dungeon 13 feet by 9 feet 
3 inches, with flocks : out of repair : not fecure. No materials for work. No allow- 
ance. Keeper has a garden: his falary, £13 : 13 : 4: no fees. 

1775, Nov. 29, Priibner o. 
1779, May 16, - - 1. 
1782, Sep. 26, - - o. 



NORTH WALES CIRCUIT. 
ANGLES EY. 
COUNTY GAOL at BEAUMARIS. 



Beau- GAOLER, William Thomas > afterwards John Prichard, now his Widow. 
maris. Salary, £5 from the fheriff. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

Felons, \ ^° : 5 : °- 

Tranfports, the expence. 

Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a (hilling loaf a week, and one pound of butter. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

i774> June 27, 2, o. 

*779> J ul Y 2 4> 4> I. 
1782, May 26, 7, 1. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 

SURGEON, none. 

Remarks. THIS gaol is alfo the county bridewell. In 1780 it was altered much for the better. 

It has five rooms and a court for debtors, and a court for felons. There are three bed- 
rooms and a day-room (21 feet by 14^) with a fire-place for men-felons, and a day-room 
in which there is a fmall night-room for women-felons. The keeper's window is pro- 
perly towards the felons court. No water : no draw. Neither claufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, nor a<5l for preferring the health of prifoners^ are hung up. The gaoler has 
£5 a year as keeper of bridewell. No table of fees. 

CARNARVON- 
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COUNTY GAOL at CARNARVON. 

GAOLER, fbtmas Prkhard. 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £o ; 3:6 entrance. 

o : 2:6 difcharge. 
Felons, o : 13 : 4. 
Tranfports, the expence. 
Licence, Beer, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, 2 s. \d. a week each. (See Remarks.) 
Garnifli, a fhilling. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &c. 

17743 June 27, 2, 1. 1782, June 21, 7, o. 

17793 J ul y 2 4> S> !• Sep. 243 3^ o. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 
SURGEON, none. 

THIS gaol, which is alfo the bridewell, was formerly a chapel, and is in a Remarks. 
ruinous condition. Two rooms for debtors, and two for felons : one of the latter 
down 1 1 fteps, with an aperture 1 8 inches by 3 the other under the ftairs only 9 feet 
by 7, with no window: all of them very dirty, and never white-wafhed. Joining to 
the gaol is a large room, formerly a houfe of correction, but lately ufed by {trolling 
players. A court, but no fewer: no water. Neither claufes againft fpirituous liquors, . 
nor the a£t for preferving the health of prifoners, are hung up. Great feffion in Lent: 
at Conway. The gaoler has £5 a year as keeper of bridewell. He flops from each 
felon's allowance fix-pence a week for (what he calls) his trouble of weekly payments. 
No table of fees. 

Among the various improvements that are making in this town, may it not be hoped, 
that the county-magiftrates will think of a better prifon^ 



Carnar. 

VON. 
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COUNTY GAOL at DOLGELLY. 



Dolcei.lt. GAOLER, Rice Edwards. 
Salary, £9. 



Fees, Debtors, -) 

5j :6:8. 



Fclons 3 
Tranfports, the expence. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, now 3 s. a week for each, but paid to the gaoler. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec 

1774, June 28, I j u 
1779, Aug. 25, 3, 2. 
1782, Sep. 25, 8, 2. 

CHAPLAIN,, Rev. Mr. John Jones. 
Duty, Prayers on Friday. 

Salary, £10. 

SURGEON, Mr. Owen. 
Salary, now £io„ 

Remarks. THIS gaol was repaired about twenty years ago. Six rooms for debtors, two 
below and four on the firft floor, but no free ward four rooms above for criminals. 
The windows were all clofe glazed, but now have cafements. The court not fecure : 
no water in the court. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. Aft for pre- 
ferving the health of prifoners, on paper, hung up. No table of fees. Great feflion 
in Lent at Bala. 

John Davis, committed Oft. 6, 1774, and fentenced for tranfportation for fourteen 
years, was here in September 1782. 

COUNTY BRIDEWELLS. 

Bride- DOLGELLY. Two rooms under the town-hall. No court: no water. Keeper, 
wells. ^ e count y gaoler. Salary, £6. 

1779, Aug. 25, and 1782, Sep. 25, No prifoners. 

BALA. Two rooms joining to the town-hall, 11 feet fquare. Allowance, three 
fhillings a week for each, paid to the keeper. No court: no water. Keeper's 
falary, £1. 

1779, Aug. 26, No prifoners. 

CARDIGAN. 

5 
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COUNTY GAOL at CARDIGAN. 
GAOLER, Charles 'Thomas. Cardican, 



Salary, 


formerly £12, now £10. 


Fees, 


Debtors, ^ 




Felons, : «3 : 4* 


Transports, 


the expence. 


Licence, 


Beer. 


PRISONERS, 




Allowance, 


Debtors, none. 




Felons, two Ihillings a week. 


Number, 


Debtors. Felons Sec, 


17743 


Aug. 13, 4, 0. 


1779. 


June 4, 2, 0. 


1782, 


Oct. 20, 3, 1. 


CHAPLAIN, 


Rev. Mr. Davies y now Rev. Mr. Evans. 


Duty, 


Sunday. 


Salary, 


£20. 


SURGEON, 


Mr. Davies. 


Salary, 


£10. 



THIS gaol, which is alfo the bridewell and town gaol, was juft finifned when I Remarks. 
was firft there. A flight building. It confifts of two rooms below about 15 feet 
by 13, and two over them. They were clofe glazed, but now every pane is broke for 
air. There is a dungeon down 11 fteps. The rooms, and the court (35 feet by 14.), 
were very dirty, which is often the cafe where there is no water. Neither the a£t 
for preferving the health of prifoners, nor claufes againft fpirituous liquors, are hung 
up. No allowance from the county, either of bedding or ftraw; or of fuel. No table 
of fees* 
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COUNTY GAOL at HAVERFORDWEST. 

Have*- GAOLER, Richard Griffith. 
twdwest. Salary, none, now £16. 

Fees, Debtors, 7 

Felons, J****^*- 

Tranfports 
Licence, none. 

PRISONERS, 

Debtors, certified by their parifti, a penny a day. (See Remarks.) 
Felons, a penny a day. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 14, 4, i. 
1779, June 5, 1, 2. 
1782, Odt. 21, 6, o. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Jones, now Rev. Mr. 'Phillip. 
Duty, Wednefday and Friday. 
Salary, £20. 

SURGEON, Mr. Davies, now Mr. Thomas. 
Salary, £20, now £15. 

Remarks. THE old gaol was alfo the bridewell. Six rooms. The two lowed were very damp 
dungeons : in one of thefe, as I was informed, a prifoner loft, firft the ufe of his limbs, 
and then his life: fince that time, none have been confined in either of them. The 
upper rooms were dirty and offenfive, with fmall windows. No fewers : no court. No 
tabic of fees. 

But auncw gaol is now built within the walls of the old caftle. Here are five cells 
and a kitchen for felons, and a bridewell room for men ; and five rooms over them 
for debtors, and a room called the women's bridewell. The cells (12 feet by 6 feet 
9 inches) open into a pafiage 4 feet wide. Thefe cells being four fteps under ground 
and damp, makes it almoft abfolutely neceflary to have bedfteads. Here is a chapel : 
but there is no infirmary or bath. There is a fine well of water in the fpacious 
court. Ap mp is neceflary, for wells and ropes are dangerous in gaols. Neither the 
a<ft for prcferving the health cf prifoners, nor claufes againft fpirituous liquors, were 
hjng up. 

Mr-. Martha Bowen declared in her will, that ^100 had been depofited in her 
h nds by an unknown perfon, about the year 175 1, for the benefit of infolvent 
d btorsj and the poor: which faid fum of £100 was invefted in New South Sea annuities 
7 in 
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in truft to the reftors of St. Mary's Haverfordweft. The prefent re&or, the Rev. Have*- 
Charles Ayleway very wifely diftributes the intereft, in bread weekly, a fixpenny loaf 
to each poor debtor, and the remainder in twopenny loaves to the poor in the 
town. 

At HAVERFORDWEST is alfo the 

Town and County Gaol ; which is likewife the bridewell. Two rooms below, 
one for debtors, the other for felons. The bridewell, a room above (13I feet by 13). 
No court : no water. Gaoler, R. Griffith the county gaoler. No falary. 

1774, Aug. 14, Prifoners o. 
1779, June 5, Debtor 1. 
1782, Oft. 21, - - 1. 

PEMBROKE Town Gaol. Two rooms (24^ feet by 12) the lower one damp 
and dirty; no fire-place : no court: no water; no fewer. (See French Prifoners, p. 188.) 

1782, Oft. 21, No prifoners. 



THEN. 



CARMARTHENSHIRE. 

COUNTY GAOL, CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

GAOLER, John Williams. C ****** 
Salary, none. 

Fees, Debtors, £0 : 13 : 4. 

Felons, o : 13 : 4- 

Petty Offenders, o : 3 : 4« 
Tranfports, £5 each. 
Licence, Been 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none. 

Felons, a fhilling a week. 

Number, Debton. Felons kc. Debtors. Felons «cc 

1774, Aug. 15, 16, 10. 1779, June 4, 14, 8. 

1776, Sep. 8, 4, 7. 1782, 06t. 20, 15, 3. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Davies. 
Duty, Sunday. 
Salary, £11 : 12:0 

SURGEON, Mr. Price. 
Salary, £20. 

; * 3 N CARMARTHEN 
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CARMARTHEN CASTLE. 

Remarks. THIS gaol is alio the county bridewell. Both the old and new cells for criminals 
are too clofe, about 7 feet by 6 : apertures in the doors only 8 inches fquare : earth 
floors. The day-room is ufed as a chapel. Over it is a free ward: and over that a 
room for the fick. The condemned dungeon is damp ; a fmall window. One court- 
yard i but it is fpacious. A houfe of four rooms on a floor for the gaoler, lately built 
in the court 3 but he itill lives difhint, as before : it has convenient rooms for mafter's- 
fide debtors ; and an alarm-bell at top : by ringing it, a debtor prevented an efcape 
of the felons. No water : the well is ufelefsj and the gaol offenfive. Water might 
be laid in from a conduit at a little diftance, for which the debtors have frequently 
petitioned the Bench, but in vain. Tranfports had not the king's allowance of 2 s. 6d. 
a week. The a& for preferving the health of prifoners, and ciaufes againft fpirituous 
liquors, are not hung up. No table of fees. J. Williams has £12 : 12:0 a year as 
keeper of bridewell. To this prifon there are rules or bounds, which extend about half 
a mile round. 

Two of the offenders, whom I faw in 1776, were for fines which they could not pay. 
They had not the county allowance, and were almoft ftarved. 

The gaoler was defirous of farming the allowance : but the abufe of fuch a truft by the 
gaoler at Brecon had been detedted $ and the requeft of this gaoler was not granted. 

At two of my vifits, here were a number of idle and profane people playing at tennis *• 

At CARMARTHEN is alfo the 

COUNTY-BOROUGH-GAOL. 

To the four rooms of this gaol at the gate, there is an afcent by (tone fteps on the 
outfide. No court : no water. Keeper, one of the town fheriffs, lives diftant. At 
my firft vifit, a young creature committed for a petty theft had been there four months, 
and was fick on the floor. At another vifit, a debtor fick in bed. Befides the four 
prifoners whom I faw in 1776, the fheriff told me he had one in the rules: for here, 
as in the county gaol, debtors who give fecurity, have the privilege of the rules $ for 
which they pay the gaoler a guinea each, and the fame on the appointment of every 
fheriff. Food, &c. for the prifoners was put through an aperture at the bottom of the 
door: a little girl, the daughter of a priibner, could juft get through it to fetch water, 
&c. Ciaufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung up. — At my two laft vilits, very dirty, 
and full of vermin. Fees, debtors 13 s. 4*/. 

Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons &cc. 

1774, Aug. 15, o, 1. 1779, June 4, o, 1. 

1776, Sep. 8, 3, 1. 1782,061.20, 2, 1. Deferters 2. 

« 

* See pages 13, z r >, 219, 238. 
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COUNTY GAOL at PRESTEIGN. 

GAOLER, John Thomas, now William Thomas. Fbesteic 
Salary, £10 from the fhcriff; afterwards £5 : 5 : o, now £10, 
Fees, Debtors, £0 : 6:8. 

Felons, o. : 10 : o. 
Tranfports, the treafurcr has £5 each. 
Licence, Beer. 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application. 

Felons, a three-penny loaf for two days (weight Sep. 1782, \\lb.) 
Garnifti, £0:1:0. 

Number, Debtors. Felons &c. Debtors. Felons fcc. 

1774. June 30, 4, 3. 1779, May 17, 2, 2. 

1775, Nov. 30, 3, 1. 1782, Sep. 27, 9, 4. 

CHAPLAIN, none. 
SURGEON, none. 



THIS gaol is alfo the county bridewell. At my laft vifit I found fome alteration. Remarks. 
Befides the keeper's apartments, there are now five rooms and a hall for debtors, two 
of which (18 feet by 12) are new, but no free ward; a cell for criminals (n-^feet by 6), 
and a day-room. No ftraw. Down three fteps is a damp dungeon, which I hope is 
never ufed. The bridewell room (11^ feet by io|) has no window. The keeper's 
garden is now taken into the court, but debtors are not feparated from felons. There 
are (till wanted two rooms for criminals, an infirmary and bath, and cafements to the 
windows, they being all clofe glazed. Neither claufes againft fpirituous liquors, nor the 
aft for prefer ving the health of prifoners, are hung up : no table of fees. The gaoler 
has £2 a year as bridewell keeper. 

A day-labourer, who had a wife and two fmall children, was confined here from the 
county court, for a debt of only 9 s. colls, 6 s. %d. gaoler's fee, 3 s. \d. 
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COUNTY GAOL at BRECON. 

Brecon. GAOLER, Magdalen Williams, now John Lloyd. 

Salary, £31 : 10 : o a year to fupply felons with neceflary food 
(fee Remarks ) ; now, falary none. 

Fees, Debtors,! 

Felons, 7 :0 ' 

Tranfports, £5 each. 

Licence, Beer, now no Licence, 

PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on applying to juftices. 

Felons, now one pound and a half of bread each. 
Garnlfli, j£o : 2 ; 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons ice. Dcbtori. Felons &c. 

*774> Aug. 11, 7, 3- l 119> J une 3> 3> 3- 

1776, Sep. 9, 4> 1782, Oft. 18, 1, 2. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Hugh Jones. 

Duty, Sunday, Wednefday, and Friday. 
Salary, £10, now £15. 

SURGEON, Mr. nomas Williams. 
Salary, £5. 

Remarks. THIS gaol was out of repair. Two courts common to debtors and felons: they 
alfo lodged together. A dark dungeon. At my firft vifit the prifoners were alrnofl 
ftarved by the gaoler. Two gentlemen of the county, who were then in the gaol with 
me, refented the abufe.— No ftraw.— No claufes of a6t againft fpirituous liquors : no 
table of fees. Tranfports had not the king's allowance of 2 s. 6 d> a week. 

At my vifit in 1779, a new gaol and bridewell was building out of the town, near 
the river> and I then obferved that the fituation was too low, fo that fometimes it 
may be expofed to floods. — In 1782 it was finifhed. There are five rooms above 
for debtors, two of which are free wards: a day-room for men-felons (26^ feet by 
14), into which two cells open, and in the front court a lodging-room. In another 
court five rooms or cells, about 6\ feet by \\> and 8 feet high. — For women a feparate 
court, a day-room, five lodging-rooms 5 and two rooms for the fick. A chapel, with 
a bell over it. The courts are properly paved with flag-ftones. — The water has 
been three feet high in the cells by a flood, but fome precautions are taken to pre- 
vent it for the future. — This new gaol is not kept clean ; fowls and dogs were in the 
courts. 

Here were hung up printed claufes from feveral afts of parliament made for the 
regulation of prifonsj and alfo, the following rules for the Breconlhire gaol. 

RULES 
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RULES for the BRECONSHIRE Gaol. Brecon 

County* 

CHAPLAIN'i DUTY. Gaol. 

To do duty three times a week, of which Sunday to be one. 
To adminifter the Sacrament as often as required. 

To be a check on the gaoler, and the perfons who fupply the gaol with provifions, and to report any 
irregularity to the court of quarter fej/jons; but in the mean time to apply to two juftices of the 
peace* 

SURGEON 's DUTY. 

No prifbner to be admitted into either of the infirmaries without order from the furgeon, and to be difcharged 
from thence as foon as recovered by order from the furgeon. 

FEES. 

No garniih to be allowed. 

For the difcharge of every pri/oner feven /hillings. 

Prifoners to be conveyed to the Hulks on the Thames, or to the penitentiary houfes ; not exceeding four pence 
per mile for their conveyance, and four pence per day for their maintenance. 

GAOLER'S DUTY. 

Not to be concerned in fubfifting or felling any thing to the prifoners, but to fee that the perfons fupplying 

them with provifions do not defraud them ; and to infpett the cells twice every day. 
That he obliges the prifoners to wafh their day -room, yards and cells once in every twenty-four hours, between 

the hours of eight and ten in the morning in the fummer, and twice a week in the winter, and in cafe of 

refufal to confine them in their cells until they comply. 
To lock up the prifoners at fix of the clock in the winter evenings, and nine in the fummer, and to let them 

out of their cells at eight of the clock in the morning in the winter, and fix in the fummer. — No 

ftranger whatever to be admitted into the cells, or fpeak with the prifoners, but in the prefence of the 

gaoler or turnkey. 

The pump in each yard to be locked up, and a fmall (lone cittern under each pump to be filled with water 

twice every day, or oftener if found convenient. 
No lights, candle, or fire to be admitted into any cell. 

To wafh the felons on their entrance into gaol in the cold bath, and before they are brought up into 
court. 

No wives or children of any prifoner to live in gaol, or lodgers of any kind. 
No fowls, pigs, or any other animals to be kept in gaol. 
Filth to be taken away every week, by the gaoler, on penalty often {hillings. 
Convi&s to be confined in the cells. 

No edge tool to be in the gaol, but fuch as may be ordered hereafter by the juftices. 

No gaming whatever. 

Scales and weights to be kept in due order. 

That the gaoler fhall by order of the quarter feffions put the prifoners charged with/2r/<wijr or other mifdemea- 
nours to work. 

That the fevcral denominations and fexes of prifoners be kept feparate, and never to have communication. 
Riot, drunkennefs, and obfeenity to be fevcrely puniflied, by order of any one juitice. 
All family bufinefs to be done in that part of the building appropriated for the correction. 
That the gaoler keeps the debtors rooms and his own apartments clean. 

That the gaoler keeps die glafs windows, together with all fetters, locks, and doors in repair. 

COUNTY 

7 
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COUNTY BRIDEWELL at BRECON, 

Bride- In 1779, was difcontinued, and theprifoners fent to the old county gaol, but in 1782 
the new bridewell joining to the gaol was finilhed. It has for men, a work-room (about 
27 feet by 14), and five cells or lodging-rooms: for women, a work-room and three 
cells. Two rooms for an infirmary. In both the men's and women's court, there are 
pumps and baths. A door opens into the chapel, where there are two divifions for 
thefe prifoners. Keeper is a weaver and dyer. Salary, £10. Prifoners have two thirds 
of their earnings, fpinning wheels and cards for wool being found by the county. This 
prifon was clean. Claufes from fix afts of parliament relative to houfes of correction, 
are hung up. 

1782, Oft. 18, One prifoner. 

BRECON Town Gaol, was over the gate-way, which has been taken down. It 
nowconfifls of only two rooms 7^ feet fquare; no fire-place: no allowance: no court: 
no water : the houfe quite out of repair. Sergeant at mace is keeper. Fees, 31. 6 d. 
no table. 

1776, Sep. 9, 1779, June 3, and 1782, Oft. 18, No prifoners. 



GLAMORGANSHIRE. 
COUNTY GAOL at CARDIFF. 

Cardiff. GAOLER, Thomas Lewis, afterwards William Cobby now John Owen. 

Salary, none : but he farms the debtors allowance. (See Remarks.) 
Fees, Debtors, ) 

Felons, : 7 : 8. 

Tranfports, £$ each. 

Licence, Beer and Wine, afterwards none, now for Beer. 
PRISONERS, 

Allowance, Debtors, none but on application to the juftices. 

Felons, ten pence halfpenny each on Saturday. 
Garnifh, £0:2: 6. 

Number, Debtors. Felons Sec. Debtors. Felons &c. 

1774, Aug. 19, 14, 2. 1779, June 8, 3, o. 

1776, Sep. 6, 2, 2. 1^82, Oft. 23, 16, 5. 

CHAPLAIN, Rev. Mr. Evans. 

Duty, Sunday and Wednefday. 

Salary, £30, now £20. 
SURGEON, Mr. miliams. 
Salary, £10, now £20. 

CARDIFF. 
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CARDIFF. 

THE new gaol is finifhed and confifts of three feparate buildings with courts Remarks. 
between them. The rooms for debtors and a chapel are in the front where the old gaol 
flood, behind which is a court with water: then the gaoler's houfe, which has two rooms 
on a floor. At the back of this is the felons court and beyond that their wards con- 
filling of three vaulted rooms, and a room for the turnkey. Above, are three chambers. 
No infirmary. No water in the felons court.— The gaoler's houfe being in the middle, 
he might have the felons court as well as the debtors conftantly in view, if two windows 
were made in the upper rooms : but his paffing to the ftreet through the debtors houfe, 
may be dangerous to him when they prove riotous. — The gaoler undertakes for £40 a 
year to pay a fhilling a week to fuch debtors as the juftices fhall appoint*. — Great 
feflions always at Cowbridge. — Neither the a<5t for preferving the health of prifoners, 
nor claufes againft fpirituous liquors, were hung up. 

At my vifit in 1779 I found the following table of fees hung up, but figned only by 
the juftices ; at my laft vifit there was no table. 



Glamor ganjbire. A Table of Fees and Chamber Rent to be taken by the Gaoler and alfo the 
Rates he (hall impofe on each Prifoner that makes ufe of the Gaoler's Bed and Bedding, and Directions for 
his Government of the Prifon and Prifoners in his Cuftody, made in purfuance of the Statute in that cafe 
made and provided. 



To the gaoler or turnkey at the receiving each prifoner into his cuftody, and which fhall be 

paid by fuch prifoner before he is difcharged 
To the gaoler upon the difcharge of each prifoner - - 

For the lodging of each prifoner in either of the fore-ftreet chambers (the largeft of which 
fhall contain no more than three beds and the other two beds) fuch prifoner finding his 
own bedding and bed cloaths each night, feven farthings 

For the lodging of each prifoner in either of the fore-ftreet chambers when the gaoler finds 
fuch prifoner with a fuflicient feather bed, bolder and bed cloaths, three pence half- 
penny per night - - 

For the lodging of each prifoner in either of fuch fore-ftreet rooms at the gaoler's finding a 
flock bed, duft bed, or other coarfe ordinary bed and bed cloaths, two pence halfpenny 
per night - - 

For the lodging of each prifoner in any or either of the other chambers or rooms in the gaol, 
when the gaoler finds fuch prifoner with a fufficient feather bed, bolfter and bed cloaths, 
two pence per night ..... 

For a flock, duft, or other ordinary bed and bedding, one penny per night 



O S. D. 



o 
o 



1 

6 



o 
o 



o 
o 



o 

S 



21 



That all the prifoners in his cuftody (hall be at liberty to fend out of the gaol for what vicluals and drink 
they think fit, gratis ; and that the gaoler for the time being (hall not by compulfion or otherwife oblige 
any prifoner in his cuftody to buy any meat or drink of him, but if the prifoners or any or either of them 
(hall out of choice deal with fuch gaoler for their proviiion or other thing, that then fuch gaoler (hall fupply 
fuch prifoners with fufficient provifions and drink at reafonable rates. 



* A late gaoler informed me, that an exchequer debtor confined ten year* for feven pounds, died in the gaol juft before I was there. 

That 
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Cardiff That if any difference ihould happen to arlfe between the gaoler and prifoners with regard to the goodnefs 
Cou nt y °f t,le beds or be <* cloaths or the goodnefs and price of the provifions the gaoler lhall find fuch prifoners with, 
Gaol. that then fuch difference (hall be fubmitted to the arbitration of the treafurer of the faid county for the time 
being, who is hereby defired, and as far as we can, empowered, to fettle and adjult fuch differences and give 
fuch relief therein as fhali be reafonable and juft to the party grieved, and if it lhall happen that either party 
fhall think himfelf aggrieved by fuch adjuftment, he may appeal from fuch order or determination as fuch 
treafurer (hall make in the matter to the next General Quarter Seflions of the Peace to be holden for the 
faid county. 

In order to enforce the prifoners in the faid gaol to pay duly and regularly for fuch chambers as they fliall 
take, or fuch beds, bed cloaths, meat and drink as fuch gaoler fhall find them with at the prices and in 
manner aforefaid, We do hereby give the gaoler, upon their neglett and refufal of payment for one whole 
month together, liberty to turn them out of their faid rooms and chambers into the common rooms, 
until fuch time that they fhall have fully and bona fide paid what fhall be fo due from them to the faid 
gaoler, 

Mich 1 . Richards, W m . Morgan^ Roger Powell* 

Michaelmas Quarter Seflions, 1739. " A Copy." 

COUNTY BRIDEWELL at COWBRIDGE. 

Bride- Befides the old room towards the ftreet, now fcldom ufed, there are two rooms built 
in the back court j each 15 feet fquare. In them provifion is made for the circulation 
of air j for befides the window, there are 5 apertures of about a foot diameter in each 
room. The late keeper told me, many had died of the gaol-fever : a man and woman 
about a year before ; when himfelf and his daughter were alfo ill of it. Court not 
fecure. No allowance : no employment. Claufes againft fpirituous liquors not hung 
up. Keeper's falary, £25 : 12:0. Fees, 6s. %d. no table. 

1774, Aug. 19, Prifoners o, 1779, June 7, Prifoners 2. 

1776, Sep. 6, - - o. 1782, Oft. 23, - - 2. 

CARDIFF Town Gaol. Two rooms arched with brick, under the town-hall. 
»779> J une 8 > Debtor t. 1782, Oft. 23, Debtor 1. 

S WANSEY Town Gaol. One room in the caftle for debtors : and a dark room 
for felons &c. under the town-hall. 

l 779> J u ne 7, No prifoners. 

I know not how to clofe this account of prifons without making the following obfervation. In 
all my journies, by night and day, through all the different counties of England (for ten years paft) 
I have never once been flopped, or even known myfelf in any great danger from robbers. 
I mention this, (with a devout acknowledgment of a kind providence !) becaufe foreigners 
in this country generally travel in terror, and often give difmal accounts of the dangers they'have 
encountered. 

HULKS 
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HULKS on the THAMES. 

In my firft edition (page 75), I palled fome cenfures on the management of convidts Hulcs. 
committed to hard labour on the Thames; and in a fubfequent vifit I was ftill more 
convinced of the faults I had obferved. The effects of thefe became fo alarming, 
as to attraft the notice of parliament. A public inquiry was inftituted, by which 
it appeared, that from Auguft 1776, when the convicts were firft put on board the 
Juiiicia, to March 26, 1778, out of fix hundred and thirty-two prifoners who had 
been received, one hundred and feventy-fix had died. — It is with pleafure that I can 
give an account, which will fhew in a ftriking light the beneficial effedts of this 
Parliamentary Inquiry as to the health of the prifoners, and the obligations the public 
were under to the committee appointed on this occafion, and particularly to its chair- 
man, Sir Charles Banbury. 

At my vifit, Nov. 16, 1779, there were at Woolwich, for the reception of convidts, 
an old Indiaman, called the Jufticia ; and a frigate, the Cenfor. In the former were 
two hundred and fifty- fix; and in the latter, two hundred and fifty. That which 
was firft called the Jujlicia, is converted into an hofpital (Lip, in which were twenty 
patients. — Another, called the Reception, was empty: in this, convidts were examined 
by the furgeon, and continued three days, before they were fent either to the hulks, or 
to the hofpital fhip *. 

The prifoners on board the Jujlicia looked healthy and well : the decks were clean. 
They had bedding; their provifions were good of the fort; and there were not any 
(as at my former vifits) without fhoes and ftockings. — I found the Cenfor, below 
deck, cleaner than the Jufticia ; yet, on carefully viewing the convids, they had not 
fo healthy and contented an afpedl as thofe in the other; and a much greater pro- 
portion of this Ihip's company was fent to the hofpital. This created in me a 
fufpicion that fomething was wrong. 1 examined all their provifions, bedding, &c. 
and found that they were the fame as on board the Jujlicia. It would be highly 
proper that a table of their ftated allowance (hould be hung up, and fcales, weights, • 
and meafures affigned themf, to check the purlers who give out their provifion J. 
In the hofpital fhip, on the two decks (one of which is for recovering patients) were 

* By the aft 19th Geo. III. Cap. LXXIV. p. 141s. 

t See a good regulation for the prifoners of war, Article IX. 

I Purfers weights are known on board fliips to be two ounces in the pound fliort, their meafures in 
prop or Li on. 

3 O twenty- 
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Hulks, twenty-five cradles, but (mailer than thofc in the royal hofpitals at HaHar and 
Plymouth, where all lie fingle. Of the few who were very fick, T found their irons 
were off. The cleanlinefs and quietnefs of the hofpital did honour to the condu&or. 
It is to be wiftied that the patients had better nouriftiment, as that in many cafes would 
be more falutary than medical prefcriptions. 

There were about one hundred and fifty at work in the warren in J779 ; moft of 
them clothed in a brown uniform. I obferved that the fituation of thefe unhappy 
people was altered for the better. Yet their bread allowance of one pound a day 
was too little, efpecially for thofe who worked, although they had an extra allowance 
of beer. 

At my vifir, Dec, 27, 1782, the Cenfor and the Reception were laid up. There were 
on board the Jujiicia one hundred and eighty convi&s, and in the hifpital. (hip twenty- 
four. Of thefe, one hundred and fixteen were employed in removing ballaft, plank- 
ing, &c. on ftiore, and thirty-fix were heaving ballaft in the lighters. The hofpital 
ihip was very clean ; the other not dirty. 

Some alteration is made in the bread allowance. The mefs of fix men is now 7 lb* 
The diet table is hung up in the cabin of the Jujiicia*. I could wifh it were for the 
infpeflion of the conviffs, and that fcales and weights were provided for them. There 
fhould be to each bed in winter an additional blanket. 

Oft. 19, 1783-f-, there were on board the Jujiicia one hundred and feventy-two, and 
in the hofpital fhip twenty-two. The men in the Jujiicia looked well, which I doubt 
not was in a great meafure owing to their being employed, and alfo reftrained from fpi- 
rituous and other ftrong liquors. Of late, but few of them have died : this Ihews 
that their fituation is better with refpeft to health ; but the affociation of fo many 
criminals is utterly dejlruftive to morals. 



* A Table of Diet expended by the Convicls on board the Jujiicia hulk daily. 

Each mefs is for fix men, with feven pounds of bread every day. 

Breakfaft. Every day ; a pint of barley or rice made into three quarts of foup. 

Dinner. Sunday. Six pounds of fait pork or feven pounds of beef, with Ave quarts of beer. 

- - - Monday, Wednefday, Friday. Six pounds of bullocks head. 

- - - Tuefday, Thurfday, Saturday. Two pounds of cheefe, and five quarts of beer. 

Supper. Sunday, Monday, Wcdnefday, Friday. A pint of peafe and barley made into three quarts 
of foup. 

- - . Tuefday, Thurfday, Saturday. A pint of oatmeal made into burgou. 

+ The Gin/it had one hundred and thirty feven convicts for our fettlements ; many of whom being fickly 
objects, and in want of clothes and bedding, I was perfuaded would die in the paffage. My mind reverted 
to the Ponugue/e method with their convicts for India. (See fagi 150.) It is, furely, difgraceful for this 
nation to be outdone in humanity and attention to prifoners by fo many of our neighbours. 
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REMARKS 
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GAOL-FEVER. 



I shall take the liberty here to fubjoin a few additional remarks on the gaol-fever ; Gaol- 
in which, if I (hall appear to have invaded the province of the gentlemen of the " VE *' 
faculty, I hope to be pardoned, from the confederation that my experience in this mat- 
ter, may in fome refpedl fupply my want of other means of knowledge. 

If it were afked, what is the caufe of the gaol-fever ? it would in general be 
readily replied, " the want of frefli air and cleanlinefs." But as I have found in 
fome prilons abroad, cells and dungeons as offenfive and dirty as any I have 
obferved in this country, where, however, this diftemper was unknown, 1 am 
obliged to look out for fome additional caufe for its produ&ion. I am of opinion, 
that the fudden change of diet and lodging fo affe&s the fpirits of new convi&s, 
that the general caufes of putrid fevers exert an immediate effeft upon them. Hence 
it is common to fee them ficken and die in a fhort tune, with very little apparent 
illnefs. Convi&s are generally ftout robuft young men, who have been accuftomed 
to free diet, tolerable lodgings, and vigorous exercife. Thefe are ironed, and thruft 
into clofe offenfive dungeons, and there chained down, fome of them, without ftiavv 
or other bedding; in which they continue, in winter, fixteen or feventeen hours out 
of the twenty-four, in utter inactivity, and immerfed in the noxious effluvia of their 
own bodies. On this account, the gaol-dittemper is always obferved to reign more in 
our prifons during winter than fummer *j contrary, I prefume, to the nature of other 
putrid difeafes. Their diet is at the fame time low and fcanty ; they are generally 
without firing and the powers of life foon become incapable of refitting fo many 
caufes of ficknefs and defpair. 



# In corfverfation with the phyficlan to the military lofpital at Mcfcou', on my obfervlng that the 
windows of the wards were fhut; he anfwered, iC Almolt all our diforders are in winter, for the Ruffians 
ft enclofc thcmfelves in hot rooms, and diflikc the frefti air, even before the cold months commence." 

3 O 2 On 
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Gaol- On my vifits in 1779, I found only one perfon ill of the gaol-fever : he was in 
F£VER * Newgate, under fentence of death. In 1782, I did not find a fingle perfon labouring 
under that diforder throughout the whole kingdom- But in 1783, when the prifons 
became crowded from the peace, I was forry to obferve, that through the original 
faulty conftrudtion of many of them, and the want of attention in magi fixates properly 
to infpeft them, and enforce the orders of the aft for preferving the health of prifoners, 
they were beginning to return to their former wretched ftatc. 

Several inftances of alarming and fatal ficknefs in gaols have fince been com- 
municated to me; fome of which I have noted in their proper places. I have to 
remark, however, that it appears doubtful to me, whether, in fome of thefe, the 
diforder was the proper gaol-fever, produced in and peculiar to fuch fituations ; or 
an epidemic difeafe, which attacked prifoners only in common with other inhabitants 
of the fame town. It cannot be expefted that gaols fliould be preferved free from 
fuch vifitations as thefe ; it is only to be hoped, that care and attention will be ufed, 
to prevent the difeafe from becoming more malignant and fatal in thefe, than in other 
places*. 

* It may not be improper here to put pcrfons on their guard againfl: an artifice not unfrequently prac- 
ticed by gaolers, in order to prevent a proper examination of their prifons. When a gentleman, particu- 
larly a magiftrate, has come with an intention to vifit the gaol, the keeper has pretended the utmoft 
willingnefs to accompany him, but at the fame time has artfully dropt a hint that he fears there may be 
fome danger in it, as he is apprehenfive that the fever has made its appearance among them. The vifitor, 
alarmed, returns thanks for the kind caution, and inllantly leaves the houfe.— On fuch occafions I have 
always the more infilled on the neceflity of a clofe infpe&ion; and have generally found the prifon very 
dirty, indeed, and out of order, but no fever. 



CONCLUSION. 
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CONCLUSION. 



It was once my intention to have publifhed the preceding account of Englifti 
prifons, without any of the introductory matter which compofes the former part of 
this volume- But thinking, from a clofe attention to the fubjeft, that it was in my 
power in fome inftances to fqggeft remedies to the evils of which I had been witnefs ; 
and aware of the common proverbial obje&ion " that it is eafier to find faults than to 
mend them I imagined 1 fhould be culpable in fuppreffing any thing which might 
conduce to improvement in a matter I had fo much at heart. 

A perfon of more ability, with my knowledge of facfts, would have written better : 
but the objeft of my ambition was not the fame of an author. Hearing the cry of the 
miserable, 1 devoted my time to their relief. In order to procure it, I made it my 
bufinefs to collect materials, the authenticity of which could not be difputed. For the 
warmth of fome expreilions where my fubjeft obliges me to complain, and for my 
eagernfcfs to remove the feveral grievances, my apology mult be drawn from the deep 
dijlrefs of the fufferers, and the impreffion the view of it made upon me — An imprefTion 
too deep to be effaced by any length of time ! 

What I have propofed throughout my work is liable, I am fenfible, to fome objec- 
tions ; and thefe will, doubtlefs, be heightened by the cavils of thofe whofe intereft 
it is to prevent the reformation of abufes on which their eafe or emolument may de- 
pend. Yet I hope not to be entirely deferted in the conflict i and if this publication 
fhould be the means of exciting the attention of my countrymen to this important 
national concern — of alleviating the diftreflcs of poor debtors and other, prifoners 
—of procuring for them cleanly and wholefome abodes; and exterminating the gaol- 
fever, which has fo often fpread abroad its dreadful contagion — of abolifhing, or at 
leaft reducing, the oppreffive fees of clerks of affize, and of the peace — of preventing 
the fale of liquors in prifons — of checking the impofitions of gaolers, and the extor- 
tions of bailiffs — of introducing a habit of indtiflry into our bridewells; and reftrain- 
ing the fhocking debauchery and immorality which prevail in our gaols and other 

prifons if any of thefe beneficial confequences (hall accrue, the writer will be happy 

in the plcafing reflection that he has not lived without doing fome good to his fellow- 
creatures; and will think himfelf abundantly repaid for all the pains he has taken, the 
time he has fpent, and the hazaids he has encountered. 
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GENERAL HEADS OF REGULATIONS 

PROPOSED TO BE ESTABLISHED III 

PENITENTIARY HOUSES 

O R. 

HOUSES OF CORRECTION. 

Should the defign of ereding Houfes of Corredtion on an enlarged and improved 
-plan, Jimiliir to that in the excellent Atl 19th George III. drawn up by Sir William 
Blackjlone and Mr. Eden, be carried into execution ; it will be a moft important objedt 
to frame a fet of regulations for their proper government. In order to facilitate the 
confideration of this point, I have put down under a few general heads, thofe cir- 
cumftances which appear to me moft deferving of attention ; examples of which, car- 
ried into pra&icc, may be found in different parts of my book. 

I (hall in the firft place, however, declare my opinion, that no regulations will, 
in reality, be executed with due care and attention, if thefe houfes are not ere&cd fo 
near the Metropolis or other capital towns, as to be eafily accejjible by thofe who may 
be entruftcd with the infpedion of them. And this appears to me a matter of fo much 
confequeflce, as to overbalance every confideration which might be fuppofed to render 
a different fituation more eligible. 



SECURITY. 

Situation— contrivance of the building — lodging up flairs or over arcades — clothes of two colours 
■ — turn-Hiles and low gateb- — alarm-bell — double doors, one iron-latticed — high wall furrounding— 
number and difpofition of turnkeys— military guard if neceflary gaoler's windows looking on the 
yard — collar, ring, or fume what of that kind to be worn for difcovery on efcapes— times of opening 
and (hutting up to be il nelly cbferved — caution in admitting vifiters — only to be admitted at certain 
times — not many at once — to be fearched for tools, fpirituous liquors, &c. 

HEALTH. 
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HEALTH. 

Frefh and fweet air— open windows and apertures for a thorough draught of air— prifoners made 
to go out and air themfelves at proper times-privies properly fituated— the fewers fpacious. 

ClcanUnefs. h The prifoners perfons— ufe of baths at admiflion and other times— to walh before 
meals— water in the courts and wards— towels, finks, &c. in proper places— heads fhaved— encou- 
ragements to the mod cleanly. 

2. Their clothes— linen clean, how often— other clothes— bedding— beds brought out and beat. 

3. The houfe— wafliing and fweeping of cells— work-rooms— ftaircafes— galleries &c— fewers— 
drains— yards— plenty of water— wafte water through the privies— fcraping the walls— lime-whited 
twice a year. 

DIET. 

Provifions, quantity — and quality — proportioned to work — difference in fummer and winter- 
hot provifions daily — breakfaft — dinner — fupper — what— manner of dividing and fharing— hours of 
meals — allowance in weight — infpedors of provifion— houfe weights— liquor what — meafure of— 
prifoners allowed to purchafe, what — and when. 

CLOTHING. 
A prifon uniform — materials— colour, &c— linen provided— ftockings — flices, &c. . 

LODGING. 

Separate cell for each prifoner— fexes fenarated— linen, and bedding— what — difference in fummer 
and winter — upon barrack-beds— or iron — or wooden bedfteads — flues or itoves to warm the cells in 
winter— time allotted for fleep. 

FIRING. 

Fuel what kind and quantity — when and how long — fires, where to be made — ftoves — flues, &c> 



RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION AND MORALS. 

Chaplain, his duty — what and when — private admoniuons to young offenders — catechifing— 
chapel— manner* of placing the prifoners in — perfons to overlook their behaviour — reward and 
puniftiment for behaviour at — vifitors difmiffed at fervice time — prifoners reading chapters or prayers 
—Bibles, books provided — grace at meals — -no gaming — or drinking — mLnifters of different perfua- 
fions allowed. 

EMPLOYMENT. 

Proportioned to ftrength — and to degree of criminality — hours of — kinds of — within doors and 
without doors — number working together — talks — mere labour — or manufactures requiring in- 
genuity — the labour of each diftinguifhable fro n that of another — working at their own trades — 
clothing, &c. of the houfe made by prifoners— wafhing— baking — proportion of profit to be allowed 
to prifoners. 

Wholefomenefs of an employment — ready fale of manufacture — conveyance of raw materials and 
manufacture — tools required, not dangerous ones — returned at night. 

REWARDS, 



T A. B L E S. 



REWARDS. 

Shortening term of confinement-work lighter or more agreeable-order of being fcrved I at .meals- 
better provifion-degrec of liberty allowed-cells more convenient— profit of work-diftnbution ot 
charity-advance into a higher clafs-money given at difcharge-clothes given at difcharge-a cha- 
rafter at difcharge. 

PUNISHMENTS. 

Abridgment of diet— or coarfer kind— hard or difagreeable work— marks of difgrace; wearing 
collar, &c— ftripes— term lengthened on attempts to efcape— (hutting up the refractory in ftrong 
rooms — folitary confinement and work. 

TREATMENT OF SICK. 

An infirmary— medical attendance— medicines— freer allowance of diet, wine, bark, &c— clean 
linen— frefli air — nurfes, number of— precautions againft infection fumigation— clothes expofed to 
fire— in an oven— or buried— room for convalefcents— gradual return to ufual diet and labour. 

PROCEEDINGS ON DEATH OF PRISONERS. 

Coroner— jury how compofed — funeral — without the precinfls — how attended — expence allowed 
for. 

GOVERNMENT OF PRISON. 

Magijtrates. To vifit at proper periods — without previous notice-^to fee and examine all pri- 
foners feparately— to fix rewards or punifhments — a room for in the prifon. 

Infpeflors. By whom appointed — their duty — time of continuance in office — how often to vifit — 
at unexpected times — to view the whole prifon, and hear prifoners complaints — to examine and 
weigh provifions — to enquire the conduct of prifoners and reprefent proper objects for favour — at- 
tendance at chapel — no (alary — but fome honorary diftin&ions. 

Gaoler. His duty— -infpection of — complaints againft admitted — obliged to conftant refidence— 
allowed no profit in provifions, liquor, &c. — falary of — manner of choofing him— no rent or taxes to 
pay — no Tees, or private emoluments from prifoners. 

Matron. Salary of— duty. 

Turnkeys number of — by whom appointed — falary — their office. 
Manufacturer. Salary of — duty. 
TaJkmaJIer. Salary of — duty. 

REGULATIONS MADE KNOWN. 

Tables hung up — intelligibly drawn up — of the duty of officers— of keepers — of prifoners— of hours 
of opening anJ fhufeting— of ;.vork— of behaviour of prifoners to keeper, &c— of rewards and punifti- 
ments— o£ attendance on divine fervice— of diet— where hung — how made known— painted on a 
board— printed and given to each prifoner— to be read at certain times— by chaplain— or keeper. 
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Regulations for Prisoners of War in England, &c. 

De par les Commiflaires pour le Soin des Malades & des BlefTes de la Marine, et pour 

TEchange des Prifonniers de Guerre. 

REGLES que tous les Prifonniers de Guerre, dans la Grande Bntagne> et FIrtanic* doivent 

obferver. 

I. T ES ordres donnes par V Agent, aiant foln des prifonniers, doivent etre obferves fans replioue on 
-I—/ difpute. Qu'aucun des prifonniers ofe infulter, menacer, maltraiter, & encore moins frapper le 
guichcticr, ni perfonne par l'Agent employe aux affaires de la prifon, fous peine de la punition qu'ordon- 
neront Meflieurs les CommiiTaires, et de perdre leur tour d'etre echanges ; d'etre etroitement enfermes, 
et prives de la moitie de leur vivres. 

II. Tous les prifonniers, lors que l'agent en fera la revue, repondront a leurs noms ; et fi dans la lilte 
donnee a l'agent quelque erreur fe trouve, ils l'indiqueront, arin de la corriger j et ainfi prevenir la confu- 
fion qui rcfuheroit des meprifes des noms. 

III. Tous les prifonniers refufants de repondre a leurs noms a la revue, feront punis par la privation 
de leurs vivres, jufqu' a ce qu'ils s'y foumettent. 

IV. S'il arrive du dommage aux lieu ou les prifonniers feront gardes, foit en voulant s'echapper, ou 
autrement, de propos delibere ; les frais de la reparation feront payes des vivres de ceux qui auront ainfi 
contrevenu ; et fi les coup^bles ne peuvent etre decouveits, tous les prifonniers enfemble contribueront de 
leurs vivres, aux frais de cette reparation. 

V. Quiconque s'e'ehappera de prifon, etant repris, y fera mis au cachot ; et n'y aura cue demlration 
de vivres, jufqu' a ce qu'il aura ainfi paye les frais faits pour le faifir et le ramener ; et tie plus il perdra 
fon tour d'echange ; un officier ainfi contrevenant, fera des-iors regarde et traite comme Jimple 
matelot. 

VI. II eft defendu de fe battre, fe quereller, ou faire defordre dans les prifons, ou aux endr^ts 
ou il fera permis aux prifonniers de prendre Pair, fous peine de punition felon que i'oftence 
Texigera. 

VII. Les prifons feront tenues nettes & propres par les matelots, et cela tour a tcur, comme l'agent 
l'ordonnera ; & tout matelot qui refufera ce fervice a fon tour, & qui en aura ete averti, fera prive de fes 
vivres jttfque* a ce qu'il s'y fouaiette. 

Villi Les prifonniers dcivent informer Pagent, des hardes, cu autres chofes dont ils peuvent avoir 
befoin, et pour lefquels ils auront dequoi payer; et Tagent a ordre non kulcment de permettre 
qu'ils en ibient fournis, mais aulfi d'avoir un foin tout purticuiier, qu'on ne leur en impofe cans 
Jes prix. 

3 P IX. 
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IX. Dans chaque prifon les prifonniers pourront nommer trois, ou cinq d'entre eux, et les changer 
quand il Ieur plaira, pour Pexamen des vivres ; afin de voir s'ils font bons, & s'ils ont leur ration, foit pour 
le poids, foit pour la mefure ; fuivant la table d'avituaillement ci-deffous. Et s'il fe trouve quelque fujet 
de plainte, foit fur la maniere de les appreter, fervir, ou dans quelqu'autre chofe ; ils doivent, avec 
bienfeance, le faire favoir a l'agent ; qui, trouvant la plainte fondee, doit immediatement y mettre ordre. 
S'il le neglige, ils doivent en avertir Mefiieurs les Commiflaires, qui ne manqueront pas de leur rendrc 
juftice, a tous egards. 

X. Les boutiquiers (excepte ceux qui trafiquent dans des chofes qu'il ne convient pas de vendre 
a des prifonniers) feront permis de refter a la grande porte, depuis dix heures du matin j ufqu' a trois 
heures de l'apres midi, pour vendre leur merchandifes, a tels prifonniers, qui font en fonds pour les payer 
fur le champ. 

XL Celui d'entre les prifonniers qui ofera par ce moyen procurer des liqueurs, ou autre chofes &ca. 
qui ne conviennent pas a un prifonnier d'avoir, ou qui recevra, ou livrera aucune lettre, fera puni de l'abus 
qu'il aura fait de cette indulgence. 



TABLE D'AVITU AILLEMENT. 



Jours. 


Bierre. 


Pain, 


Bceuf. 


Beurre. 


Fromage. 


Pois *. 


Se!. 




Quartes. 


Livres. 


Livres. 


Onces. 


Onccs. 


Pintcs. 


Onccs. 


Dimanche 




i 

* "a" 


3 
4 






i 

T 


i 

T 


Lundi 




* T 


3 

T 








1 

T 


Mardi 




, i 

T 


3 
4- 






JL 
2 


i 

T 


Mecredi 




i 

* ~z" 


3 
4- 








i 

T 


Jeudi 




_ i 


3 

T 






1 


X 

T 


Vendredi 




, 1 


3 

T 








i 

T 


Samedi 




^ a 




4 


ou 6 


I 

T 


i 

T 


Total 


7 




4i 


4 


6 


2 





* Ou un livre de ben chou chacun. 
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TABLE III. 

A List of Fees due to the Clerks of AJJize of the feveral Circuits in England, 
and their Officers, from Prifoners charged with Felony— Burnt in the Hand- 
Whipped— Acquitted — Difcharged by Proclamation — or againft whom Bills are 
returned by the Grand Jury not true Bills. 



HOME CIRCUIT, 

Burnt in the hand - 
Whipped - 

Acquitted ... 




£• 


s. 




g 

m 

m 


m O 

O 
O 


4 

4 
8 


8 
8 
4 






r\ 
bl 


8 


4 


Recording every ignoramus in felony 


m 


O 


6 


4* 


NORFOLK CIRCUIT, 










Acquittal and order of delivery in murder 




I 


8 


0 


The like in all other felonies 




I 


1 


4 


Order of delivery on proclamation 




O 


1 c 
* > 


8 


Ditto on ignoramus bill 


V 


O 


13 


4 


MIDLAND CIRCUIT, 










Acquittal and difcharge fee in murder 




I 


7 


8 


The like in all other felonies 




I 


0 


8 


Difcharge fee on recording ignoramus bill 




1 


O 


O 


Difcharge fee on proclamation 




O 


>3 


4 


OXFORD CIRCUIT, 










For every prifoner acquitted of felony on one indi&ment difcharged 


O 


17 


8 


For every acquittal after the firft 




O 


8 


8 


For every prifoner difcharged by proclamation 




O 


9 


0 


Guilty burnt in the hand or whipped and difcharged 




O 


H 


0 


WESTERN CIRCUIT, 










Acquittal including plea and difcharge 




I 


10 


8 


Ignoramus 13/. and difcharge 13/. <\d. 




1 


6 


8 


Difcharge by proclamation 




O 


13 


4 


Convi&ion in man-flaughter 




O 


'7 


4 


NORTHERN CIRCUIT, 










Not guilty difcharged 




1 


S 


4 


Difcharged by proclamation 




O 


'4 


8 



* « We prefent this as a very hard and unreafonable fee to be executed and taken of a perfon uho muft be fuppofed (by the Bill 
« being found Ignoramus) to be innocent of the charge alkdgtd againft him in foch a bill and therefore in our opinion is not to be 

juftificd. Report of his Majcjiy^s Ccmm'ifjioners appointed to inquire into the officers and their fees &c. 

«f the Courts within the Home-Circuit, Dated Dec, if, 1735. M.S. page li* 
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* . a Account of the Number of Prifoners Tried and Acquitted— of Prifoners Convifted 
Whipped and Di/cbar;ed—and of Prifoners Difcharged by Proclamation— at the feveral 
within the Oxford Circuit for Seven Years ending at Michaelmas 1771. 



Tears. 

176? 
1766 

1767 
1768 
1769 
1770 
1771 

Total 



Berkshire. 
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P- 
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Oxfordshire. 
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3 

Ejr 

rt 
P- 

p 

S3 
P- 

u 
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Worcestershire. 
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'4 
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12 
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8 
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3 

cr 

3' 
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City of Worcester 
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Glocestershire. 
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P 
3 
P- 

o 



erg 
re 
Q- 



3 

eT*. 
*5" 

T3 

rt 
p- 

p 
3 
p- 



3- 



crg 

n> 
a. 



3- 

P 
*1 
erg 
re 
P- 

^* 
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1 


S 


»7 
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s 


16 




r 


5 


20 


2 


1 


4 
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3 


10 


1 




7 


21 


I 




2 


I 06 


5 


3 


36 



• Nt B. This t iblc is to be rcaJ acrofs from one pngc to tbc other. 
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IV. 

and Sentenced to be Burnt in the Hand and Discharged — of Prifoners Sentenced to be 
Aflizes and General Gaol-Deliveries held in and for the feveral Counties and Cities 



City of Glocester. 
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Herefordshire. 
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P 
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o 
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io 
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6 
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P- 
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P 
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3 
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Shropshire. 
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P- 
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10 5 
16 - 

1 1 i 
io 3 
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Staffordsh 1 R E. 
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P 
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rV 
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p 

-I 
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20 2 



T3 
►3 

ft 

P- 

P 
P 
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p 
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P- 
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7 

8 
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8 

3 
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112 II 



4S 



Total. Not Guilty Difchargcd - - - 615 

Burnt in the Hand and Difchargcd - 47 

Whipped and Diichargcd - 2S 

Difchargcd by Proclamation - - 293 

Gnat Total 98 \ 
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TABLE V. 



HOME CIRCUIT. 

Total Account of Prisoners Burnt in the Hand — Whipped — Acquitted — Difcharged 
by Proclamation — or againft whom Bills have been returned Not found — in the 
Counties of Hertford, Essex, Kent, Sussex and Surrey, for feven Years, 
from the Year 1764 to 1770 Inclufive. 





td 








Bills not found. 






irnt in the Hand. 


Whipped. 


Acquitted. 


log 
3 1 

0 =r 

sre; 

3 CTQ 

£ 2- 
r v« 


Total. 


Hertfo rd 


9 


12 


36 


47 


32 


136 


Essex 


24 


3* 


7> 


62 


3* 


223 


Kent 


7S 


2D 


132 


9i 


34 


352 


Sussex 


1 1 


»J 


2 3 


16 


4 


69 


Surrey 


40 


14 


124 


77 


24 


279 


Total 


! 59 


^96 


386 


2 93 


12$ 


1059 
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TABLE VI. 



An Account of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death ; Executed; and 
Sentenced to Transportation: with their rdpe&ive Offences: from the Year 1750 
to 1772 Inclufivei within the feveral Counties &c. in the Norfolk Circuit. 
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1750 


2 


3 


8 


8 






21 


10 


8 


24 


3 




35 


1751 




6 


4 


6 






16 


12 


12 


24 






36 


1752 


3 


3 


3 


15 1 




3 


28 


1 1 


»3 


28 




2 


44 


•753 


2 


4 


2 


11 




2 


21 


6 


10 


18 






29 
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9 


2 


'7 1 




4 


33 


13 


20 
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4 


5+ 


»755 




2 


4 


7 - 




1 


'4 


2 


9 
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1 


3t 
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2 


2 
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6 


'7 


1 


16 


18 






36 


'757 


1 


8 


5 


1 1 




2 


27 


6 


12 
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1 


46 


1758 




2 


6 


'5 - 




1 


24 


5 


23 


3' 


1 


2 


57 
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3 
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3 


'5 


12 
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29 
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3 
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1 


27 


1761 
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2 
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2 
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2 


4 


'3 




1 


18 


1762 
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1 
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1 
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3 
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10 
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1 
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1 


19 
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1 


2 
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8 


4 
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2 


30 


4 


'7 
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1 


45 
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5 


38 


34 






72 
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1 
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16 
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2 
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1 
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6 
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22 
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1 
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'7 


18 
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1 
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1 
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4 


16 


5 


1 1 
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2 


43 


1772 




1 


1 
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1 


7 




7 


17 




1 
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Total 20 93 65 



202 



44 434- ll 7 



523 15 28 874 
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TABLE VH. 

An Account of the Number of Criminals Condemned to Death ; Executed and 
Sentenced to Tranfportation : with their rcfpe&ive Offences : from the Year 1750 
to 1772 Inclufivei within the fcveral Counties ccc. in the Midland Circuit. 



1750 

i7>'i 
«7S 2 

'753 
1754 

»755 

'757 
1758 

'759 
1760 

1761 

1762 
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1771 
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30 
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22 


4 
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6 
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63 


22 


7 


62 


26 


4 


63 


s 3 


6 
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2 
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2 


36 
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TABLE VIII. 



Felons delivered from Newgate to be Tranjported. 











is 




H 


O 






Sessions. 


London. 


Widdlefex. 


icks's Hall. 


i 

i 

to 

71 


>wer Seflion. 


jital Refpites. 


Total. 


l 77h 


January 


IO 


J 9 


3 


6 


- 


- 


38 




February 


8 


24 


9 


■ 


- 


- 


4' 




April 


16 


24 


19 


'4 


- 


20 


93 




May 


IO 


29 


14 


■ 






53 




July 


»4 


49 


6 


S 






74 




September 


ii 


24 


9 


, 






44 




Oftober 


IO 




8 


6 


• 




4 1 




December 


IO 

— 


15 


9 

— 


- 


— 


— 


5' 






89 


201 


77 


3 1 


• 


37 


435 


*77+- 


January 


4 


18 


3 


- 


- 


• 


2 S 




February 


16 


33 


7 


3 


1 




60 




April 


IS 


24 


i? 


13 


1 




7o 




May 


6 


22 


2 


- 


- 




3^ 




July 


«4 


22 


12 


8 


4 


3° 


90 




September 


22 


16 


1 0 


- 


2 


1 


S 1 




Oftober 


8 


8 


6 


5 


1 




28 




December 


'4 


22 


16 


- 
— 


1 


'3 


66 







99 


.65 


73 


29 


10 


44 


420 


"775- 


January 


9 


*9 


«4 


9 






61 




February 


9 


20 


7 




2 




38 




April 


19 


17 


12 


4 






5 2 




May 


5 


9 


2 








16 




July 


6 


11 


7 


J 




20 


49 




September 


H 


20 


6 








40 




Oftober 


9 


1 0 


7 


4 


2 




32 




December 


8 


9 


7 




1 


11 


36 
























79 


I2 S 


. 62 


22 


5 


3i 


3H 



Gr*tf 7W 1179 
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TABLE IX. 

Abstract of Sir Stephen Theodore Janssen's Table of Criminals Condemned; 
Executed y and Pardoned, at the Old Bailey, London, from the Year 1749 to 
1 77 1 both Inclufive. 



• 







Condemned. 


Executed. 


Pardoned tffr. 


Peace 


1749 


61 . 


44 


17 




1750 


84 


56 


28 






85 


63 


22 




1752 


52 


47 


5 




1753 


57 


4' 


16 




*754 


5° 


34 


16 




1755 

■ 


39 


21 


18 


Peace - 


428 


306 


122 


m 


I1756 


30 


13 


17 


War* 










War 


1757 


37 


26 


11 




1758 


3 2 


20 


12 




l 759 


1 £ 


6 


Q 




1760 


*# 


10 


4 




1761 


22 


! 7 


j 




1762 


2 5 


15 


10 


W r ar - 


) 










U763 






29 


Peace - 


J 


236 




97 


Peace 


1764 


5 Z 


3 1 


21 




1765 


41 


26 


15 




1766 


39 


20 


19 




1767 


49 


12 


2 7 




1768 


54 


27 


27 




1769 


7« 


24 


47 




1770 


9 1 


49 


42 




1771 


60 


34 


26 






457 


233 


■ ■ 224 














Total 


1 121 


678 


443 



3 
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Table IX. Continued. 



The refpeftive Offences. 





Murder. 


f 

f» 
1 

cr 

B 

| 


Highway. 


Horfe-ftcalii 


T1 

O 

<§ 
•3 


Coining. 


tI 

J? 


Defrauding 
Creditors. 


Shop - lifting, 
and iz other Ci 


Total, 






w 










? 3 


Riot 

'imcs 




Sentenced to Death 


Si 


208 


362 


90 


95 


II 


31 


3 


240 


II2I 


Executed 


7^ 


118 


2 S I 


22 


71 


IO 




3 


I09 


678 


Pardoned, Tranfported 3 "l 
or died in Gaol S 


9 


90 


III 


68 


24 


I 


9 


0 


13» 


443 



Of the hundred and twenty Seflions in the fifteen Years of Peace (eight in a Year) only one 
was Maiden j in 1749. — Of the fixty-four Seflions in the eight Years of War, nine were Maiden. 

Sir Stephen intending a lift only of thofe who were condemned to die, has not in his tabic a 
column for tranfport convifts. But at the bottom of the ftieet he notes that there were 

Tranfported for feven or fourteen years - - - 5 J 99 

To which number he adds 

Tranfported by the King's mercy (after receiving fentence of death) 401 

Total Transports 5600 

The fecond number of tranfports 401 is, doubtlefs, part of the number 443, the laft of the 
three totals above. 

When I referred to this Table in page 9, I mentioned that the Copper-plate was in my 
poflTeflion. I now add, that if any Gentleman, who has leifurc and inclination to 16idy the fubjedl, 
is defirous of a copy, one is much at his fervice* 
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TABLE X. 

Number of Convicts Executed, for London and Middlesex, 

during the laft Twelve Years*. 



Murder. Coiner t. Various Crimes. Rioters* Total. 





Men. 


Women. 


Men. 


1 1 T 

Women. 


Men. 


Women. 


IS 1 

Men. 


Women. 




From Dec. 1771 to Dec. 1772, 


3 




2 




32 








37 


Dec. 1772 to Dec. 1773, 


1 


I burnt 


I 




29 








3* 


Dec. 1773 to Dec. 1774, 




I 






31 








3* 


Dec. 1774 to Dec. 1775, 


1 


I 


3 




40 


I 






46 


Dec. 1775 to Dec. 1776, 


6 




8 




24 








38 


Dec. 1776 to Dec. 1777, 


2 




1 




29 








32 


Dec. 1777 to Dec. 1778, 


1 




1 




31 








33 


Dec. 1778 to Dec. 1779, 






2 


1 burnt 


'9 


I 






2 3 


Dec. 1779 to Dec. '780* 


1 




z 




2 4 


I 




3 


5° 


Dec. 1780 to Dec. 1781, 


1 




1 




33 


5 






40 


Dec. 1781 to Dec. 1782,' 










44 


1 






45 


Dec. J 782 to Dec. 1783, 






6 




5 2 


1 






59 




16 


3 


27 


I 


388 


10 


19 


3 


467 



'this table, together with JattJJen**,, gives the total number of txetuthns for thirty-five years patf. 
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TABLE XI. 

count of the Number of Prifoners convicted of Capital Crimes in Scotland, 
from ift January 1768 to ift May 1782. 

This mark * denotes a per/on pardoned; the reft -were executed. 



Northern Circuit. Southern Circuit. Western Circuit. 





Edin- 
burgh. 


Aber- 
deen. 


Perth. 


Inver- 
ness. 


Jed- 

BURCH. 


Dum- 
fries. 


Ayr. 


Glas- 
gow. 


Stir- 
ling. 


Crimei. 


176a 


1 


















Forgery. 


1769 


1 1 














1 




Horfc-ftcaling. 
Murder and Robbery. 


1770 


j 
1 
1 

2 


1 
1 


- 


- 


1 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Murder. 
Strect-robbciy. 
Forgery. 
Houfe-breaking and The ft. 
Sheep-ftealing. 


*77i 


1 
1 

- 


- 


- 


- 


*I 


- 


- 


- 


- 


Robbery. 
Murder. 
Houfe-breaking and Theft. 
, Theft. 


177* 






1 


- 




- 


- 




- 


Child-murder. 
Horfe-ftealing. 
Houfe-breaking and Theft. 


1 iv 1 

4 /7 i 


1 

2 
2 


{ V ' • * ► 
- 


1 
1 

- 


I 

" : 2 


- 


- 
- 


- 
- 


- 

2 


- 
1 


Houfe-breaking and Theft. 
Sheep-ftealing. 
Murder and Robbery. 
Horfc-ftealing. 
Murder. 
Robbing the Muil. 
Theft, Robbery, &c. 
Robbery. 
Houfc-brcaking and Robbery. 


1774 


• ■ j 
1 

1 

- 


- 
•1 


1 


■ 


■ 


- 

* 1 


- 


- 

1 




Murder. 
Returning from Tranfportation. 
Horfe-lTcaling. 
Shccp-ftealing. 
Houfc-brcaking and Theft. 
Theft of Cattle. 
Rape. 


1775 






l 






_ 




- 


1 


- \ 


Murder. - 
Theft. 


1776 


2 
1 

- 


. — 

1 


- 


- 

- 


— : — 

1 


- 


- 


- 

t 


- 
- 


Robbery. 
Child-murder. 

QKrir~-.KrpaU "mtr anH TVipfh 
OIlUp-L 1 c«irv Illg allU 111111. 

Murder. 
Theft. 

otcjitn^ a Letter Irom x*olt- Urnce. 


1777 


















; ' 1 


ChilJ-murdcr. 


1778 






1 












- 


Theft of Cattle. 


1779 








I 






1 






Murder. 
Murder and Robbery. 


37S0 


• 2 

• 2 
1 




I 






1 








Robbery. 
Sbop-bre:iking. 
Forgery. 
Houfe-brcakinj and Theft. 
Murder bv Poifon. 
Theft from Poft Offices 


I78l 


1 1 
1 












** 


1 


2 


Robbery. 
Theft from Poll Office. 
Houfc-brcaking and Theft. 


1782 


1 
1 




1 














Shcep-ftcaling* 
Robbery. 




3 2 

9 


5 


9 


5 


5 


2 


4 


. 9 


5 


76 Tutal Condemned. 




2 




3 


2 




1 


1 


2 


2 2 Pardoned. 




*3 


3 


9 


2 


3 


1 


3 


7 


3 


<4 Executed. 
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An Account of the Number of Prisoners in the Gaols and Prifons of England 
and Wales, at the Time they were vifited in 1779^ and 1782. 



As fome County gaols are alfo the county bridewells, where petty offender* are not always feparated from 
felons ; in thofe places I fometimes include petty offenders under the article felons tfr. The reafon of my 
diftinguiflung the women debtors, is to fhew that a room or two (appropriated by the magiftrates) in the 
gaoler's houfe may probably be fufficient for them, inftead of a feparate ward, a& propofed in my general 
plan for a county gaol [edit. 1.) — In this table I have omitted mentioning all thofe prifons in which, at the 
times of my vifiting in thofe two years, there were no perfons confined. Where a blank is left oppolite a 
name, it fignifies that the prifon was not vifited that year. 



Ab 1NGDON 

Bridewell 
Appleby 

Bridewell 
Aylesbury 

Bridewell 

Aylejham 

Barking 

Basford 

Bath 

Batley 

Beaumaris 

Beccles 

Bedford 

Bridewell 

Town 

Berkley 
Berkhamflcad 
Berwick 
Beverley 

Town 
Hall- garth 
Birmingham 

Court prifon 

Bodmin 

Sheriff's Ward 

Bojlon 

Bradford 

Brecon 



1779. 



178a. 



Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 


Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 


Men. 


Worn. 


&c. 


Offenders. 


Men. 


Worn, 


&c. 


Offenders. 


I 


0 


O 


O 


O 


X 


3 


O 


O 


0 


O 


3 


O 


O 


0 


13 


7 


I 


2 


O 


6 


2 


0 


O 


0 


0 


O 


O 


0 


O 


0 


I 


6 


0 


12 


O 


- *9 


I 


6 


O 


0 


0 


O 


3 


0 


O 


0 


Z 


0 


0 


O 


4 










0 


0 


O 


1 


0 


0 


0 


3 


2 


0 


O 


0 










10 




O 


2 


3 


O 


0 


S 


*7 


I 


O 


0 


- 2 S 


O 


0 


0 


4 


0 


I 


0 


6 


I 


1 


0 


0 


0 


O 


9 


0 


O 


0 


*$ 




0 


2 


0 










/ 








7 


O 


3 


0 


0 


0 


O 


2 


0 


O 


0 


4 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


O 


0 


1 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


O 


0 


1 


0 


0 


O 


1 


0 


c 


0 




2 














0 




0 


O 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


O 


1 


0 


0 


0 


1 , 


2 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


O 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


O 


8 


0 


0 


0 


3 










1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


O 


*3 


12 


2 


4 


8 


12 


1 


O 


0 










0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


1 1 


I 


0 


0 


6 


I 


0 


0 


3 


0 


3 


0 


0 


I 


2 


0 


8 S 


4 


22 


47 


89 


II 


19 


57 
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Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 




Men» 


Worn* 


&c. 


Offender*. 


Brecon Bridewell 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Brijiol 




O 


9 


0 


Bridewell 


o 


O 


0 


s 


LawfordVgate 


o 


O 


0 


5 


Buntingford 


o 


O 


0 


1 


Bury St, Edmunds 


1 5 


O 


5 


0 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


0 


2 


Cambridge 


2,0 


j 


2 


0 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


0 


7 


Town 


i 


r\ 
CJ 


2 


0 


Bridewell 






0 


6 


Canterbury 


2 


O 


2 


0 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


0 


4 


Card i f f 


2 


1 


0 


0 


Town 


I 


O 


0 


0 


Cardigan 


I 


I 


0 


0 


Carl isle 


3 2 


O 


21 


0 


City 


2 


1 


0 


0 


Carmarthen 


x 3 


I 


8 


0 


Town 




O 


1 


0 


Carnarvon 


s 


O 


1 


0 


Chelmsford 


34 


O 


7 


0 


Bridewell 


\J 


O 


0 


27 


Chester 


to 


I 


4 


0 


City 


6 


I 


5 


0 


Bridewell 


o 


0 


0 


1 


Cheflerfield Bridewell 


Q 




0 


1 


Cirencefter 


o 


0 


0 


6 


Clare 


Q 


f\ 


0 


1 


Colchejier 






4 


0 


Bridewell 


o 


\j 


0 


1 


Coventry 


5 


O 


4 


0 


Bridewell 


o 




0 


1 1 - 


Lowbriage 




Q 


0 


2 


Dartford 


Q 


r» 
yj 


0 


5 


Derby 


12 


O 


6 


0 


Town 






0 


0 


Devizes 


i 


O 


0 


14 


Dolce lly 


3 


O 


2 


0 


Doncajhr 


o 


O 


0 


0 


Dorchester 


14 


O 


6 


0 


Town gaol 








m 


Dover Caftle 


3 


O 


0 


O 


Town 


i 


O 


1 


O 


Durham 


12 


2 


22 


O 




247 


*5 


112 


9 2 



I7S2: 

Debtors. Felons Petty- 

Men. Worn. &c. Offenders* 



0 


0 


0 


1 


27 


z: 
O 


3 2 


0 


0 


O 


0 




0 


O 


0 


6 


0 


O 


0 


1 


H 


2 


1 1 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


1 3 


2 


3 


0 


0 


O 


0 


a 
0 


2 


O 


0 


O 


0 


O 


0 


3 


1 


O 


2 


0 


0 


O 


5 


6 


16 


0 


5 


0 


1 


O 


0 


0 


3 


O 


0 


r 


28 


2 


9 


0 


0 


O 


0 


e 




2 


2 


1 


2 


O 


1 


0 


3 


O 


0 


0 


20 


O 




0 


O 


O 


0 


20 


T 9 


3 


5 


0 


5 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


j 


u 


5 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


Q 
O 


0 


2 


0 


O 


0 


0 


4 


O 


0 


0 


2 


O 


0 


0 


5 




0 


9 


3 


4 


0 


2 


0 


1 


4 


0 




7 


1 


2 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


»7 


0 


8 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


3 


18 


2 


*9 


0 


249 


2 4 


143 


127 



Durham 





T 


A 


B L 


E 






1779. 






Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 




Men. 


Worn. 


&c. Offenders. 


Bun ham Bridewell 


O 


O 


O 


9 


Ely 


7 


O 


I 




Bridewell 


o 


O 


O 


2 


Exeter 


o 


O 


33 


O * 


Sheriff's Ward 


35 


I 


0 


O " 


Bridewell 


o 


O 


0 


27 


City 


2 


O 


2 


O - 


Flint 


I 


O 


3 


O • 


Folkingham 


O 


O 


0 


2 


Gain/borough 


o 


O 


0 


5 


Glocester 


n 


I 


24 




City 


i 


O 


1 


O 


Go/port 


o 


0 


0 


9 


Guildford 


o 


O 


0 


3 


Halifax 


5 


O 


0 


0 


Hal/lead 


o 


O 


0 


i 


Haverfordwest 


I 


O 


2 


0 


Town 


o 


X 


0 


0 


Henley 










Hereford 


18 


t 


9 


0 


Bridewell 










City 


4 


0 


0 


0 


Hertford 


i 


0 


*7 


0 


Bridewell 


o 


0 


0 


1 m 


Hitcbm 


o 


0 


r\ 

u 


0 ■ 


Horsham 


12 


0 




0 


Hull 


8 


0 


K 


0 - 


Bridewell 


o 


0 


+\ 
\J 


11 • 


Huntingdon 


IO 


1 


I A. 


0 


Ipswich 


22 


2 




0 * 


Bridewell 


O 


0 




0 


IVELCHESTER 


32 


I 


t r 
X > 


0 • 


Kendal Bridewell 


O 


0 




0 


Kettering 


O 


0 


Q 


2 - 


King ji on 


3 


0 


O 


w ■ 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


O 


u ■ 


Knarejbrougb 


0 


0 


O 


0 


Lancaster 


67 


5 


II 


0 


Launceston 


0 


0 


4 


0 


La'uenham 


0 


0 


0 


3 


Leeds 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Leicester 


22 


1 


10 


0 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 


8 


Town 


3 


0 


2 


0 


Linus 


0 


0 


0 


8 



1782. 



Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 


Men. 


Worn. 


ice. 


Offenders. 


O 


O 


0 


8 


4 


O 


2 


0 


0 


O 


O 


3 


0 


O 




0 


21 


2 


O 


0 


0 


O 


O 


43 


3 


O 


I 


0 


9 


0 


3 


0 


0 


O 


0 


2 


0 


O 


0 


4 


33 


5 


38 


0 


0 


0 


0 


i 


0 


0 


0 


3 


7 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


6 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


23 


0 


6 


0 


0 


0 


0 


4 


c 


0 


0 


0 


10 


0 


9 


0 


1 


0 


0 


3 


Q 


Q 


0 


3 


1 0 


(J 


7 


0 


7 


O 


4 


0 


2 




0 


4 


7 


r\ 
\J 


3 


3 


zo 


I 


10 


0 


O 


0 


0 


2 


35 


3 


!4 


0 






0 


1 


0 




0 


0 


% 

J 


I 


0 


0 


0 




0 


T 1 

I 7 


I 




0 


O 


55 




17 


O 


0 


O 


0 


O 


0 


O 


0 


I 


0 


O 


0 


1 




I 


4 


O 


0 


0 


0 


2 


2 


O 


3 


a 


0 


O 


1 


6 



269 14 178 101 



291 15 147 117 

Lichfield 



TABLES. 



Lichfield 
Lincoln 

City 

Liverpcel 

Bridewell 
London Bridewell 

Borough Compter 
Clerkenwell 

Bridewell 

Fleet 

King's Bench 
Marfhalfea 
Newgate 
New Ludgate 
Poultry Compter 
Savoy 

Tothill-Fields Brid 
Whitechapel 

Wood-ftreet Compl 
Lojliuithid 



Debtors. 
Men, Worn. 



Felons 
&c. 



Petty 
Offenders* 



N 3 


0 


1 


O 


22 


0 


14. 


O 


I 


0 




r\ 

SJ 


22 


% 
«/ 


0 




O 


0 


0 


8 


O 


0 


0 


1 1 


l 3 


3 
<f 


2 


0 


o 


0 


TJ 


0 


o 


0 


O 


171 


177 


7 




\j 


473 


j 






88 


4 


O 


0 


46 


5 


141 


0 


«S 


0 


O 


0 


43 


3 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


98 


?11 0 


0 


O 


74 


5 


0 


O 


0 


32 


6 


II 


0 



, 7 3 

Debtor:. 
Men. Worn. 



Ludlow 


0 


0 


2 


0 


Lynn Regis 


3 


0 


2 


0 


Macclesfield 










Mai dston e 


h 


0 


2 3 


0 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 




Manchejler 


0 


0 


0 


11 


Marlborough 


0 


0 


0 


4 


Middletvich 


0 


0 


0 


5 


Mildenhall 


0 


0 


0 


0 


MON MOUTH 


6 


0 


13 


0 


Town 


0 


0 


O 


0 


Montgomery 


4 


0 


3 


0 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 


1 


Morpeth 


9 


V I 


6 


0 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 


3 


Nant<wich 


2 


0 


0 


0 


Newcafile 


*3 


1 


4 


0 


Tower Gaol 


0 


0 


0 


t 


Tallow-houfe 










Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 


7 


Newport, Eflex 


0 


0 


0 


9 


Ifle of Wight 


0 


0 


0 


0 


Northampton 


14 


1 




0 


Town 


I 


0 


0 


0 




1007 


59 


281 


418 



2 

28 

I 

16 

o 
o 

14 

77 
o 

185 

494 

3* 

3 
20 

*5 
o 

o 
o 

47 
2 
o 

4 
1 

2 3 

o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
10 
I 

2 I 
O 

"4 

o 

1 

9 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 

»7 

o 



o 

2 

o 

3 
o 
o 
I 

2* 

O 

7 
21 

9 
o 
o 
1 
o 
o 
o 

7 
o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

I 

o 

o 

3 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 

2 

o 



2. 

Felonj 

o 

3 
1 

H 
o 
o 
o 

4 

o 

o 
o 

o 
291 
o 

7 
o 
o 
o 

17 

o 

o 

2 

o 

56 

4 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

4 

o 

4 

o 

o 
I 

o 

2 

o 
o 
o 

9 
o 



Petty 
Offenders. 

2 

O 

O 

o 

12 
32 

3 
S 

0 

o 

2 

o 

o 

o 
9* 
72 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 
1 1 

J4 
11 

r 4 
1 
1 
1 

o 
o 
o 
6 
q 
o 
2 
o 

S 

2 
1 

o 



1041 



60 



3 R 



419 459 
Norwich 



TABLES. 







1779 


• 






Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 




Men. 


Worn. 


&.C. 


Offenders. 


Norwich 


23 


I 


20 
y 


O 


City 


19 


O 


r 


O 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


O 


7 


Nottingham 


12 


O 


> 


O 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


O 


O 


Town 


2 


O 


O 


0 


Oakham 


3 


O 


I 




Odiam 


0 


0 




c 


OundU 


0 


0 




O 


Oxford 


12 


I 


A 

4 


O 


City Bridewell 










Peterborough 


I 


O 


0 




Bridewell 


O 


O 


0 


I 


Petwcrth 


O 


O 


Q 


2 


Plymouth 


1 


O 


O 


O 


Poole Bridewell 










Port/mouth 


6 


O 


I 


O 


Presteign 


2 


O 




O 


Prejion 


0 


O 


O 


17 


Reading 


8 


I 


9 


O 


Bridewell 


0 


O 


0 


7 


Richmond 


6 


0 


0 


1 


Ripen Liberty 


3 


O 


0 


0 


Town 


1 


O 


0 


1 


Rocbejler 


2 


O 


0 


0 



1782. 



Romney 
Ruthin 

St. Albans Borough gaol 

Liberty 

Bridewell 
St. George's Fields Bridewell 

S A LISB U RY 
L'ltJ 

Sbtffield 
Sbepton-Mallet 
Sherborne 
Shrewsbury 

Bridewell 

Town 

Southampton Sheriff's Ward 
Town 

Bridewell 

SOUT HVVA R K 

Southwell 



2 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


44 


16 


1 


is 


0 


I 


0 


1 


0 


8 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


19 


0 


0 


0 


2 


19 


4 


10 


0 


0 


0 


0 


8 


1 


0 


0 


8 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


I 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


20 


3 




0 


0 


0 


0 


17 










171 


11 


ICO 


143 



Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 


Men. 


Worn. 


&c. Offenders. 


24 


I 


2 3 




14 


2 


S 




O 


O 


0 


4 


11 


O 


0 


r% 
<J 


0 


O 


O 


2 


I 


O 


I 


O 


2 


O 


3 


O 


O 


O 


0 


4 


O 


O 


0 


1 


11 


4 


3 1 


\j 


O 


0 


1 


0 


I 


0 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


4 


0 


0 


0 


1 


6 


0 


4 


0 


9 


0 


4 


0 


2 


0 


0 


J 7 


18 


1 


1 1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


l i 


1 2 


1 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


6 


2 


7 


0 


1 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


1 


16 


18 


2 


>3 


3 


1 


0 


0 


0 


3 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


12 


0 


0 


0 


*3 


1 7 


2 




0 


0 


0 


VJ 


16 


0 


0 


0 


12 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


21 


2 


42 


0 


0 


0 


0 


9 


194 


17 


173 


132 



Spald 



TABLES. 



1779. 





Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty 




Men. 


Worn. 


&C. 


{jttenuer 


<> pal ding 


O 


O 


\J 




St A F FOR D 


40 


O 


2 4 




JL) 1 1UV wtu 


O 


O 


0 


Q 


Stamford 










Svoaff ham 


O 


O 


0 


1 0 


Taunton 


O 


O 


0 


10 


i own 












0 


0 




0 


¥ bet for a* 


O 


O 


I 


0 


Uhirjk 


O 


O 




S 


Tiverton 












O 


0 


0% 


7 


77/ t /"If 

Wakefield 


0 


0 




20 


Wcdjingham 


0 


0 


O 




Warwick 


21 


I 


28 


O 


Bridewell 


O 


0 


O 


J 2 


Winchcomb 


C 


0 




O 


■ Tf 

WINCHESTER 


12 


0 




O 


Bridewell 


O 


0 


O 


1 1 


Town 










JT/W^r Cattle 


I 


0 


0 


O 


Town 


O 


0 


I 


O 


Wijbech 


I 


I 


O 


O 


Witney 


O 


0 


O 


7 


Wolverhampton 


O 


0 


r\ 

KJ 


2 


Woodl >idge 


O 


0 


O 


1 


Worcester 


18 


I 


8 


0 


Bridewell 


O 


0 


0 


✓ 
6 


City 


5 


I 


4 


0 


Wrexham 


0 


0 


0 


2 


J J r y mun dha tn 


0 


0 


0 


s 


Yarmouth 


4 


0 


4 


0 


Bndewell 


0 


0 


0 


0 


York 


64 


9 


16 


0 


Pirv 


9 


3 


2 


0 


St. Peter's 


5 


0 


1 


0 


Bridewell 


0 


0 


0 


8 




180 


16 


10; 


116 


Trcm fcregciug pages 




4 


2 2 


47 




247 


*5 


I 12 


92 






H 


, 7 8 


101 




1007 


59 


281 


418 




171 


1 1 


100 


H3 



1782. 

Debtors. Felons Petty 

Men. Worn. &c. Offenders. 



I 


0 


O 


3 


37 . 


1 


20 


0 


0 


0 


I 


5 


0 


0 


2 


0 


0 


0 


O 


4 


0 


0 


O 


9 


0 


0 


O 


2 


0 


0 


O 


1 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


9 


0 


0 


O 


5 


0 


0 


O 


2 


0 


0 


O 


26 




1 


II 


0 


0 


0 


O 


10 


0 


0 


O 


1 




1 


28 


0 


0 


0 


O 


23 


1 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


0 


0 


1 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


2 


0 


0 


I 


2 


0 


0 


O 


4 


! 3 


2 


7 


0 


0 


0 


0 


3 


3 


1 


2 


0 


0 


0 


0 


1 


0 


0 


0 


9 


4 


0 


a 


0 


1 


0 


0 


1 


64 


5 


'3 


0 


5 


0 


3 


0 




0 


O 


0 


0 


0 


O 


3 


194 


12 


90 




89 


1 I 


'9 


57 


249 


24 


H3 


127 


291 


*$ 


H7 


117 


1 04 1 


60 


4 [ 9 


450 


194 


17 


173 


132 



Great Total 1959 



.119 



798 917 
3 R 2 



2058 139 99 r 1017 



TAB 



L E S. 



A 1779. 1*1782. 



7W, Debtors - 19J9. - 2058. 

Women Debtors * ng. - 139* 

Felons &c. - - 798. - 991. 

Petty Offenders - 917. - 1017. 

Prifoners in the Hulks - 526, 204. 

Supfafed omitted - - 60. - 30. 

Total Number of Prifoners 4379- 4439* 



Though I have vifited all the County Gaols, and almoft all the other prifons ; yet as there are 
fome few of the corporation prifons which I did not fee, I have added Jixty more prifoners to the 
number in 1779, and thirty in 1782 > fo that probably, we have nearly the average number of per- 
fons confined at one tune in the prifons of this kingdom* 



I fubjoin the Numbers, confuted in the London Prifons and in the Hutts*, at the time they were wjtted in 

1783, which are as follows. 





Debtors. 


Felons 


Petty- 




Men* 


Worn. 


&c. 


Offenders. 


Bridewell 


O 


O 


O 


38 


Borough Compter 


H 


3 


O 


2 


Clerkenweli 


0 


0 


79 


O 


Bridewell 


2 


4 


0 


185 


Fleet 


187 


3 


0 


O 


King's Eeneh 


557 




0 


O 


Marfhalfea 




6 


0 


O 


Newgate 


101 


12 




O 


New Ludgate 




1 


0 


O 


Poultry Compter 


30 


0 


x 9 


O 


Savoy 


0 


0 


0 


56 


Tothili- Fields Bridewell 


4 


z 


0 


86 


Wood-ftreet Compter 


34 


0 


36 


0 


In the Hulks 


0 


0 


194 


0 


Total 


1019 


56 


5S 2 


367 



VI do not include ihok Jid/y convi^h on board the Cenfotj mentioned in fagt 466. 



INDEX. 



INDEX, 



A. 

Aberdeen *oi 

Abingdon county bridewell 339 
town gaol 340 

Aele 296 

Ad 22 and 23 Charles II. quoted 24 
32 George II. referred to 26 
concerning executions 196 
for holding feflions in Scotland 195 

in Welch counties 196 
for preferving health of prifoners, pafled 2 

fhould be hung up 35 
for relief of acquitted prifoners, pafled 2 
againft frivolous and vexatious arrefts, evaded 
251 

A£U, Irifti, relative to prifons, referred to 7, 27, 

32» 33> 20 3> 20 4> 20 S» 20 7 
Aikin, Mr, his Thoughts on Hoipitals quoted i£o 
Air, contaminated by gaols 7 

free, want of in prifons 6 
Alx la Chape lie 137 
Alarm-bell, proper in prifons 35 

efcape prevented by 45S 
Alcoves in an hofpital 159, 162 
Aldfworth, Mrs. her legacy 403 
Allnott, Mr. his legacy 251 

Allowance of bread, continued to acquitted pri- 
foners detained for fees 203 
table of, fhould be hung up 35 
to foreign criminals 51, 52, 56, 61, 
64, 65, 66, 68, 70, 72, 76, 77, 78, 83, 90, 
93, 96, 97,98, ici, 102, 105, 106, 107, 109, 
116, 117, 119, 120, 121, 123, 126, 127, 133, 

x 34» J 3S> l l 6 > x 37' I 3 S > l 39> *4°> '4 1 * *4 2 > 
141, 146, 148, 150, 151, 154, 155, 156, 160, 
161, 162, 163, 164, 1671 173 



Allowance to prifoners, quantity propofed 33, 4^. 

felons paid only monthly 425 
Alms-houfe at Florence 108 

Naples 118 

Vienna 104 

^ 143 

Altena 75 

Amiens 165 

Amjlerdam 55 

Anglesey 452 

Antwerp 139 

Appleby county gaol 430 

bridewell 43 1 
Apprentices, faulty, rooms for 39, 23;, 235, 241, 

276, 278 
Arras 165 

Arret of French parliament for government of pri- 
fons 172, 179 

Arfenal at Lifbon 151 

A/Tallinations, frequency of, in Italy 118 

Aflizes, judges to remain iix days at 196 
held too feldom in fome places 15 
where no prifon 270, 275, 399, 4^" 

Aflizes of bread 57, 71, 81, 8;, 95, ioi ? 1C4, 
127, 142, 159, 159, 163, 172, 207 

Afton, judge, difcharges acquitted prifoners with- 
out fees 203 

Afylums 118, 154, 162 

A:tgjburgb 1 29 

Austrian Netherlands 139 
Axminfier^ gaol -di lie m per brought there 9 
Aylefiiiry county gaol 

bridewell 281 

Ayljham 295 
Ayr 195 

Eacon, 



I N 



D E X, 



B. 

Bacon, lord, his account of the gaol-diftemper 9 

Badajoz 1 54 

Bailiffs, extortion of 5 

Bakers, punifhment for 105 

Bala 454 

Banbury 345 

Bankrupts, fevcre law againft 123 

Bark and cordials prefcribed to prifoners 149, 283 

Barking 263 

Barrack-beds, what 265 

Basford 325 

Bajil 12 7 

Baftngjloke 374 

Baflille 174 

Iter£ city 4.04 

Bath proper in gaols 23 

a commodious one 32r, 449 

ufed by way of punifhment 437 

ufed as a pig-Aye 207 
Baths fhould be made convenient, or ufelefs 314 
Bathing prifoners 84 
Bat ley 416 
Battel 273 
Bayrtutb 132 

Bean, Hetlor, his charity 3^2 
Beaufort, duke of, clothes prifoners 360 
Beaumaris 452 

Beccaria, Marquis, quoted 15, 42, 118 
Beccies 303 
Bedfordshire 283 
Bedford county gaol 283 

bridewell 285 
town gaol 28^ 
Benedi&inesj -their prifon 144 
Bedding, to be frequently changed 32 

want of in prifons 8 
Beds, bringing out into the air, a falutary cuilom 
128 

Bedftead left by a prifoncr 320 
Bedfteads, of call iron propoled 59 
Bellem 1 5 1 

Benefa&ions and Legacies, lifts of 224, 248, 251, 

3 2 3> 3%7i 4 o8 « 4*°, 434* 44° 
Bergues 1*82 
Berkely 365 
Berkhamjlead 257 
Berkshire 337 



Berlin 98 
Bern 12; 

Berwick upon Tweed 427 
Beverley county bridewell 409 

town gaol 41 1 

Hall-garth 411 
Bicetre 173 

Bien-venu in prifons* what 135 
Birmingham gaol 312 

prifon for debtors 3 1 2 
Black Affize 9 

Blacker, Sir Walter, his benefaction 422 
Blackftone, Sir William, quoted 176 

aft of parliament, drawn by 470 
Blind, hofpital for 178 
Blinds for prifon windows 185 
Bodmin county bridewell 392 

IherifFs ward 393 

county gaol 394 
Bologna 1 07 

Book kept of work done by prifoners 146 

Bordeaux 1 80 
Borough Compter 253 
Bojlon 332 

Botanic Magazine at Mofco<w 94 
Bounty to prifoners of war 187, 190, 193 
Bowen, Martha, her will 456 
Bowes, Mr. his charity 40S 
- *^oys fhould be confined feparate 39 
Brack ley 337 
Bradford 414 

Bread allowance, deficiency of 6 

cut in flices for each prifoner 47 
Breconshire 460 
Brecon county gaol 460 

bridewell 462. 
town gaol 462 

Breda 51 
Bremen 67 
Brefau 97 

Breton, Abbe, founder of a charity for fupplying 

prifoners with linen 168 
Bridewell 230 

derivation of the name 230 
Bridewells, observations on 37 

dilrrefs and idlenefs in 4 
not to be expeSUd to maintain them- 
felves 41 
Bridges, William, his legacy 357 

Bridgrwater 



I N D 



E X. 



Bridgwater 404 
Brijiol city gaol 402 

bridewell 404 
LawfordVgate bridewell 364 
Brome, Mr. chaplain, commended 302 
Broughton, Valentine, his legacy 440 
Bruges 148 
Brw fwick 7 1 
Brffels 141 

Buckinghamshire 280 
Buckingham 282 
Buntingford 257 
Burgos 161 

Hofpicio 161 
Bury St. Edmund's gaol 305 

bridewell 306 
Butler, bilhop, quoted zz 

a 

Calais 182 

Calcutta, black hole at 7 

Call, John, Efq. his afliduity 395 

Calvert and Co. their donation 222, 226, 229 

Cambridgeshire 288 

Cambridge §ounty gaol 288 

bridewell 289 
town gaol 289 

bridewell 290 
Campomanes, count, his kind affiilance. 160, 164 
Canterbury county bridewell 266 
gaol 267 

city bridewell 268 
work-houfe 268 
Capital punifhments, too frequent 42 
Cardiff county gaol 462 
town gaol 464 
Cardicanshi re 455 
Cardigan 45; 
Carlijle county gaol 428 

city gaol 429 
Carmarthenshire- 457 
Carmarthen caftle 457 

borough gaol 458 
Carnarvonshire 453 
Carnarvon county gaol 453 
Caroline, princefs, her charity 230 
Caferns, unhealthy to lodge in 164 
8 



Cafe/ 134 

Cellar to pump or drown, a fiction 58 

Cells, very clofe and noifome 389 

Centinels to prisoners of war, too ready to fire 189 

Cejfio bonorum, procefs of 195 

Chamber-rents and furniture to be fixed by ma- 

giftrates 30 
Chamber ry \ 2 3 

Chambre9 de convalescence 180 
Chandos, duke of, his charity 371, 373 
Chapel neceflary in gaols 25 

abfentees from, fined 223 
Chaplain, his character and duty 28 

in Dutch prifons 45 
neceflary to bridewells 40 
attentive, difmifTed 286 
Chaplains falaries reduced for negledl 401 
Charitable fociety for relief of prifoners 106 

for attendance on and burial of 

condemned 113 
paying prifoners fees 150 
Charity box, robbed, method to prevent it 383, 
Charter-fchools in Ireland 208 
Chelmsford county gaol 259 

bridewell 261- 

Cheshire 438 
Cbejler caftle 4$$ 

city gaol 442 

bridewell 443 
Chsflcrfield county bridewell 319 

gaol 320 
Chichejler 273 

Child-murder, puniftiment of 76 
Children of malefactors taken care of 57 
Cinque Ports 268- 



debtors prifon for 268 



Home - - 


255- 


•279 


Norfolk 


280- 


■306 


Midland 


3°7- 


■33 6 


Oxford 


337— 


-368 


Weitern 


3°9- 


-404 


Northern 


405- 


•437 


Chefter 


438- 


-451 


North Wales 


452- 


■+54- 


Carmarthen 


45S— 


-458 


South Wales 


4 59- 


-464 



Cirencejier 366 
Civita-vecchia 1 1 5 

Clare 



1 N 



D E X. 



Clare bridewell 304 

Claufes of a<ft againit fpirituous liquors, quoted 34 

feldom hung up, and evaded, 35 
Clcanlinefs, rules for promoting 30 
Cleannefs of French prifons 166 
CJerkeniiell bridewell 23c 
new prifon 232 
Clerks of affize, their demand of fees, 15, 310, 3Z2. 
purchafe their places 16 
receipts given by 16 
the peace, their demand of fees 16 
Clothes to be worn in gaol 3 1 

of prifoners, fhould be put into an oven 31 
Clothing for galley-flaves 709, 116, 133 
Cobham, lord, erects & gaol at his own expence 282 
Cockermouth 429 

Code of laws made by prifoners 220, 248 
for Hamburg, quoted 7c 
Ruffian, quotation from 86 
Colcbef.er county bridewell 261 

town gaol 263 
Collection, annual for prifoners, through the 

county 314, 318, 322 
Collings, Abel, his charity 323 
Collyer, James, Efq. his complaint to the king 

of a bad gaol 291 
Colcgn 137 

Com m nTaire de la Prifon 170 
Coficiergerie at Paris 171 • 
Condemned criminals attended and buried by 
a fociety 1 1 3 

cells for, defcribed 214 
conftantly attended 56, 137, 
l 54 

liberal allowance to 67, 83 

feparated from others 167 
Consumption, thought contagious 116, 158 
Contempts, prifoners fo called 363 
Convicts not ungovernable 39 

Cook, Captain, on efTl-ft of cleanlinefs on the 
behaviour of his fhip's crew 31 

Copenhagen 76 
Cornwall 391 

Courts of Confcience, account of 229 
Court of Confcience debtors, confined with cri- 
minals 236, 242, 292, 377 
Courts of Juftice held in prifons 40 



Coventry city and county gal 310 
bridewell 311 

Cowbridge 464 

Coxe, Rev. Mr. referred to 95, 128 
Crib-beds at Plymouth hofpital defcribed 39 
Criminals in feparate rooms 124 

numerous in Ireland 203 

Crwjladt 90 

Cruel method of fecuring prifoners 291 
Cumberland 428 
CuAoms bad in prifons 12 

D. 

Dagge, Abel, a gaoler com merfded t$ 

Dart ford 267 
Dcroentry 337 
Deal 269 

Dean and Chapter of Borough St. Peter, their 

prifon 336 
De Betfkoi, munificence of 8$, 95 
Debtor, clofe confinement of 397 
Debtor refufes fubmiflion to gaoler 447 
Debtors alimented 47, 55, 64, 83, 98, 102, 106, 
123, 136, 141, 148, 169, 172, i v5 

and felons, feparacion of, nece/Tary 24 

compelled to difcover effects 205 

few in Germany 67 

few in Holland 4; 

few procure their groats 5 

have a right to fend for necefTaries 26 

in France, how cleared, 170 

not permitted to go to chapel 419 

rules wanted for government of 371 

flaves 85 

fhould be allowed to work 24 
wanting food 5 

without effects not permitted to be con- 
fined 137 

working out their debts, impracticable 85 

unruly, room for 433 

ward, where to be placed 25 
Decollation, machine for 107, 418 
Defects of Iriih prifons 206 

Scotch prifons 202 

Delft 52 

Denbighshire 449 
Denbigh 450 

3 Denmark 
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Denmark 75 

Dependants on prifoners, proportion of 18 
Deputation to vifu prifons 170 
Derbyshire 318 
Derby county gaol 318 

town gaol 320 
Derby, John, his legacy 379 
Deferters, family of 320 

infe£lion from 439 
Deuenter 65 
Devize j 377 
Devonshire 382 

Diet, tables of 48, 56, 59,60, 74, 79, 8), 10^ 
132, 157, 182, 231, 390, 466 
in bridewells 40 
Dinnan, lady's charity to Englifh prifoners there 11 
Difcipline in bridewells 39 
Difeafes in Ruffia moft frequent in winter 467 
Difpenfary, general, their attention to prifoners 
229 

Dogs not to be kept by prifoners 32 
Dolgeilj county gaol 454 

bridewell 454 
Dd-huis, Amfterdam 62 
Donations to be properly diftributed 34 
Doncafter 4 1 4 
Dorcbejler county gaol 379 

town gaol 381 
Dorsetshire 379 
Dort ;i 

Dower caftle 26 8 

town gaol 269 
Dow, Robert, his donation 215 
Drefden 102 

Drunkennefs, how punilhed 53, 61 
Dublin 202 

gaoler non-refident 27 
Dumfries 201 

Dungeons, few in new foreign prifons 66 
found unhealthy and difufed 1 36 
horrid 103, 130, 137, 138, 160, 169, 
tfi, 173, 179, 283, 307, 310, 321, 
334> 346, 3S3.4°3>433> 439> 44* 
deftroyed 165 
Dunkirk 180 

Duntze, Dr. and his friend catch the gaol-fe^er 

in London Newgate 69 
Durham 419 

county gaol 419 



Durham county bridewell 422 
Dutch and Englifh money compared 47^ 

E. 

Eafl-Gr inflect J 273 

Eden, Mr. quoted 9, 14, 15, 19, 4:, 43 
Edinburgh 197 

Edmundfon, William, his legacy 434 
Elvas 153 
Ely gaol 291 

bridewell 292 
Employment or Prisoners 
Ballad-heaving ioj, 109, 466 
Carding hair 47 

hare and rabbit down 158 
Carrying More to lime-kiln 156 

water 151 
Chopping rags 257 
Cleaning ftreets, &c. 120, 12; 
Clearing harbour 105, 108 
Colouring prints 128 
Digging chalk 72 
Drawing water 174 
Fulling-mill 73 
Grincing corn 102, 136 

fpeclacles 131 
Jlemp-drefTing 231, 242, 289, 329, 348, 424 
Keeping fiik-worms ioi, 102 
Labourers 50, 96, 102, 103, 121, 128, 1^3 
Logwood cutting and rafping 47, 57, 63, 68, 

73» 73, 101, 102, 298 
Making cabbage-nets 383 
candlewick 435 
fifhing nets 47, 147 
girths 71 

gold and filver lace 131 

lift carpets and flippers 70, 71 

and mending linen 54, 61, 143, 146, 

,56 

paper-hangings 142 
pegs for (hoemakers 323, 334 
pins 158 
ropes 121, ijt 
ihoes 117, 118, 142, 143* 
foldiers clothes 104 
ftockings 72, 104, 137 
whiting 272 
Picking oakum 61, 231, 236, 415, 437, 441 
3 S Employment 
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Employment of Prisoners 
Plain work 54, 60, 83 
Polifhing marble 132 

ftone 394 

plate gla fs 174. 
Pounding ftones 13;, 137 

tile (herds 41 1, 415 
Sawing wood 93, 96, 103, xx6, 128 
Serving maf on s 109, 116, 118 
Sorting coffee berries 47 

Spinning, carding* &c. 47, 52, 53, 60, 61, 64, 
67; 70, 711 7z, 7£, 84, 100, ior, 103, 121, 
128, 133, 137, 139, 143, 147, 149, 156, 162 

Spinning hair 68 

Various trades 120, 135, 142, 148 
Weaving dam alk 54 

carpeting 5 • , 68 

cotton 12 1 j 143, 147 

gauze 121 

lace 139, 142, 143 
- linen 54, 61, 63, 72, 104, 121, 158 

facking 51, 63, 267 
Winding at a wheel 47 

Woollen manufactory 52, 73, 104, 133, 138, 

147, 158, 385, 427 
Working on fortifications, roads, &c. 66, 72, 
7^» 78, 87, 92, 93, IOI, 
105, 112, 117, 118, 137 
in a garden 93 
Englifli not naturally cruel 1 ; 8 
Efcape, remarkable 127 
Efcapes puniihed 53, 102, 110, 117, 163 

not puniihed 125 
Essex 259 

Ethiopia, India, &c. rooms fo marked 66, 73 
Ea>ora 153 

Executions,* few in Holland 45, 56 
folemnity of abroad 45 
Execution, modes of 45, 76, 82, 124, 137 
Execution day, a time of riot 215 
Exeter high gaol for felons 382 

iherifFs ward for debtors 384 

county bridewell 385 

city gaol 386 

ly 

Falmouth 397 

Farifh, Rev. Mr, commended 429 
4 



Fees from prifoners mould be abolifbed 19 
abolilhed 271, 377, 378 
explanation of in tables 210 
penalty for demanding, not in a figned tabic 
211 

tables of, mould be hung up 34 
Fees, tables of 197, 199, 203, 216, 2I9, 221, 223, 
227, 230, 234, 237, 238, 242, 247> 2 5 2 » 
254, 256, 260, 26;, 271, 276, 277, 279, 
281, 284, 287, 289, 290, 294, 297, 298, 
299, 302,304,308,311, 314, 316,319, 
322, 328, 331, 332, 335, 338, 343, 348* 

349> IV> SSh 35 8 > 3 6l > 3 6 4> 31°* 
376, 380, 384, 387, 395, 400, 403, 406, 

4i°>4 1 7> 4 2 °. 4 2 3»4 2 ^ 433» 439> 443> 
444. 447, 4SO, 463 
Feet, mortified frequent in gaols 20, 236 
Felons, wear the county-clothes in prifon, but tried 

in their own 338 
Fenelon, quotation from 36 
Fenton, Mr. recorder, his humanity 433 
Fernan-Nunez, count, his kind affiilance 164 
Fielding, Henry, quoted 40, 42 
Fine of £ 2000 laid on a county for a new county 

court 356 
Fines, the word explained 210 

mould be feparated from criminals 234 
Firing, neceffity of in prifons 38 

candles, &c. liberal allowance of 423 
liberal allowance of 99, 271 
Firmian, count de, his kind pre fen t of plan 121 
Firmin, Mr. his employment of the poor 41 
Fijherton Anger gaol 375 
Fleet prifon 217 
Flintshire 446 
Flint county gaol 446 
Floors laid rough, an inconvenience 186 

ftrewed with fpruce fir or juniper 85, 88, 94 
Florence 107 
Folkingham bridewell 329 
Food, want of in bridewells 4 

what neceflary, and how diftributed 33 
Fothergill, Dr. his fcheme for employment of 

convicls 132 
Founding-hofpital at Paris 178 
France 165 
Frankfort on the Maine 155 
Free ward mould be left for debtors 30 
French Flanders 164 

Freybttrg 
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Freyburg 125 

Fuller, John, his legacy 230 
Fumigation, mode of by Dr. Lind 32 
with Juniper berries 32 

G. 

Gabriel, Mr. his donation and legacy 360 
Gainjborough bridewell 329 
Galleys, at C'wita-'vecchia 115 
Naples 1 1 7 
Genoa 1 1 9 
Venice 106 
none fenc to under twenty 116 
Galley flaves, French, allowance to 167 

term commences two days 
after fentence 167 
in Germany 66 

Switzerland 124 
lie on fhore 108 
yearly expence of 91, 116 
Gallows, mark of a feigneurie 124 
Gaming, a bad cuftom in prifons 13 

prohibited 53, 119, 126, 147, 396, 440, 
447, 461 
Gaol, county, propofed plan for 21 
beft fituation of 21 
new, commended 270, 394 
Gaols becoming fickly 275, 468 
Gaols private property, an evil 17 

inilances of 237, 258, 261, 
29 1 * 3°5> 3 2 °> 33 6 > 34*> 3°6, 373, 378, 382, 
397> 39 8 > 4 II »4 I ^4 I 3> 4 T S» 4*8, ^9* 43^, 
444, 446 

Gaoler, who and what he fhould be 25 
care in choice of, in France 169 
non-refident, an evil 17 
fifty-five years in office 380 
condemned to be hanged for ftarving pri- 
soner 168 

fined for detaining acquitted prifoners 16 

ironing a woman 1 3 
demand upon, for a copy of judge's ca- 
lendar 16 

obliged to pay pri Toner's debt for allow- 
ing him to work 3 1 2 

by patent from bifhop 419 

on his own accord hangs up claufes again ft 
fpirituous liquors 331 



Gaoler, figns table of fees 238, 284, 2S7, 434 
paid for keeping bread account 370 
puniflied for efcape of prifoners 125 

Gaolers, artifice ufed by, to prevent examination 
of prifons 468 
complaint of the want of rules for their 

own conduft 371 
negledl vifiting felons ward 27 
none in Rufiia, but military t8$ 
falaries of 48, 56, 169 
fees raifed 233 

wives infpeft women's apartments 77 
Gaol-committee, report of, quoted 14, 26, 218, 
251 

Gaol-delivery, feldom, an evil 1 5 

but once a year 297, 420, 423, 

4 2 S> 4 2 9» 43 1 
once in three years 15 
GaoLdiftemper, havock from 8—9 

not known in Italy 117 
RuJJia 94 
Switzerland 125 

fpread of 3 4.7 
Stow's account of % 
jemarks on 467 

perfons apparently dead of, reco- 
vered by warning with cold wa- 
ter 23, 255 
Garnifh, evils from 12 

prifoners puniflied for extorting 13 
forbidden in France 167 
General, an old, opinion concerning bedding 31 
Geneva 123 
Genoa i i 9 

Germany 66, 98, 129 

Gerrard, Sir Thomas, his charity, 434 

Ghent 144 

Gibbet-law of Halifax 418 

Gilpin, Bernard, his vilits to prifons 2$ 

Glamorganshire 462 

Glafgouu 199 

Glocestershire 362 

Glocejler caftle 362 

city gaol 367 

no ajfize of bread 362 

Go/pert 371 
G oud a 5 2 

Gould, judge, fines a gaoler for detaining ac- 
quitted prifoners 16 

3 S 2 Grand' 
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GranJ-Cbatelei at Paris 171 
Graiz IOJ 

Greig's, Admiral, account of flaves 91 

Grelham, Sir Thomas, his charity 224, 249, 2-2, 

Groats, of debtors 5, 34 

eftate bound for paying 398 

Gronhgen 63 
Guildford 279 

Gwynn, Elfanor, her charity 224, 252, 254, 275 
H. 

Hague 53 

Hallamfhire, liberty 415 

Haller, Dr. his opinion of our gaol-fever 127 

Hales, Dr. his ventilators 23 

Halifax 4?i 8 

Hal/lead z6z 

Hamburg 72 

Hampshire 389 

Hanau 133 

Hanmer 448 

Hanover 70 

Hanway, Mr. on feparate confinement 22 

Harburg 72 

Harlem 54 

Harwich 263 

Haulton caftle 446 

Haverfordwefl county gaol 456 

town gaol 457 
Heberden, Dr. his opinion concerning wet rooms 

and fituations 30 
J3r»/# 345 

Herefordshire 357 
Hereford county gaol 357 

I bridewell 358 
city gaol 359 
Hcrmandad del Refugio 159 
Herris, Elizabeth, her charity 259 
Hertfordshire 255 
Hertford county gaol 25c 

bridewell 256 
Hefleden, Thomas, his legacies 327 
Heydon, John, his legacy 403 
Hinkley 3 1 c. 

H'ttchin 257 

Hobfon, Thomas, his legacy 290 
Hodgeiion, Dr. his charity 408 



Holland 44 

Hope, Mr. John, his kindnefs 58 
Horde, Thomas, his legacy 342 
Horfbam county gaol 270 

efcape intended from 
Hort, Sir John, his kind affiftance 164 
Hofpitals, conftruftion and regulation of 1 
Hofpitals and infirmaries, Englifti, &c. 
Dublin 209 
Edinburgh 199 
Leeds 414 
Norwich 294 
Oxford 342 
Plymouth 389 
Hofpitals, foreign 

Amflerdam 62 
Antwerp 14I 
Bologna 107 x 
Bordeaux i8a 
Breftau 98 
Bruges 149 
Brujfels 142 
Burgos 162 
Copenhagen 80, 81 
Crotifladt 91 
Evora 1 5 3 
Florence 108 
Genoa 120 
Gfotff 145 
Harlem 54 
165 

Lj^fl* 152 
Lyfl/if 179 

Madrid 158 

M7fl* 122 

MofcQ-W 94, 95 

Munich 130 
118 

Pamplona 163 
PtfriJ 177 
Peterjburg 88 
2fo»r* 113, 115 
Stockholm 84 
Palaver a 1^4 
Toledo 155 
TWrc 123 
Valladolid 161 
Vienna 104 
Warfaw 96, 97 
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Hofpitals for prifoners 106, io8, no, in, 116, 

118, 152, 158, 163, 164 
Houfe of correction, fee bridewell 
Education, Peterflurg 88 
Induftry, Dublin 205 

for IJIe of Wight 372 
Mildenhall 305 
Hotel de la Force ■, a new prifon 1 7 2 
Hull, lee Kingfton 
Hulks on the Thames 465 
Huntingdonshire 286 
Huntingdon county gaol and bridewell 286 
HulTey, Rebecca, her legacy 327 
Hutchinfon, — Efq. his charity loft 323, 

I. 

Idlenefs, a falfe indulgence 126 
Jenkinfon, Thomas Robert, his charity 327 
Jew prifoners, allowed a different diet 47 

excufed working on their fabbath 
136 

Jews Ward 1 1 1, 22 J 
Imprifonment for debt aboliftied 150 
Infirmary in gaols, how bed conftru&ed 23 
Inquifition prifon at Madrid 160 
Rome 1 1 z 
Valladolid 160 
Infpeclor of prifons, his office and duty 36 

with a falary, negligent 84 
Jnfpeclors of prifoners of war neceffary 1S9 
Intercourfe, fhocking, of the fexes in prifon 346, 

3S°> 3^3, 383 
Invernefs 201 
fj/hiich county gaol 301 

bridewell 303 
town bridewell 305 
Ireland 202 

Irons, bad ufe of in prifons 1 3 

judges opinion concerning 14 
not ufed in French prifons 166 
Iron bedfteads in debtors rooms 449 
collar and hook for criminals 125 
glove, a punifhment 115 
plates, prifon roofed with 88 
Iron-grate doors, for free circulation of air 92, 

104, 107, 27Q 
Italy 106 
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Ivelchejier county gaol 399 

Jzacke's Alphabetical Regifter, quoted 388 

Juftices, bound to infpect bridewells 36 

flneable if a bridewell with a court be 
not provided 38 

Keeper, fee gaoler 

Keeper of bridewell, his qualifications 38, 40 
murdered 340 

of houfe of correction imprifoned 141 
Keeper's account of expences and earnings 365 
Kelfon, Mr. his legacy 399 
Kempe, Mrs. her charities 294 
Kendal county bridewell 431 

gaol 431 
Kendrick, John, his legacy 230 
Kent 264 
Kettering 335 
Kidder mi njler 349 
King, his benefaction 37c 

bounty towards building a gaol 392 
King, lord-chancellor, his declaration againlt feverc 

confinement 14 
King 1 ! Bench prifon 243 
King's evidence, difficulty where to keep 22 
Kingfion upon Hull gaol 415 

bridewell 415 
Kingfion upon Thames bridewell 277 

town gaol 279 
Knarefborough 4. r 3 9 414 

honour of ^13 
Knoot, punifhment of, defcribed 86 

L. 

Labour, none performed in moft bridewells 4 
Ladbroke, Sir Robert, letter to him quoted 7, 14 
Lancashire 432 
Lancafier caftle 432 

town gaol 436 
Langton, Mrs, her charity 434 
Lath and plafter, partition of, to prevent efcapes 
171 

Latham, Peter, his charity 434 
Laubach IOJ 

Launceflon county gaol 391 

Laufannt 
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Laufafine 125 
Lavenham 304 

Lawfon, Mrs. her charity 40S 
Lazaretto at Leghorn 109 
Mo/cow 93 

Leeds 4 1 4 
Leeuzvarden 63 
Leewenberch gall-huys 65 
Legacies recovered 420 

tables of (hould be hung up 34 
care of at Bruges 149 
Legacies, fa benefactions 
Leghorn 108 
Leicestershire 313 
Lehtpr county gaol 3 1 3 

bridewell 315 
town gaol 316 

bridewell 3 1 7 
Lettfom, Dr. his method in putrid fevers 23 
Lewes 272 
Ley den 53 

Licence, obfervation concerning 210 
Licences to fell liquors, pernicious effects of in 
gaols 26, 83, 198, 219, 238, 303, 306, 
340, 458 
none in Ireland 27 
Lichfield 352 
Liege 137 
Lille 164 

Lime-white, what, and its benefits 30 

LlNCOLNSHlUB 326 

Lincoln caftle 326 

city gaol 330 
Lind, Dr. his method of fumigation 32 

traces infe&ion to gaols 10 
Linen, clean, to prifoners from a charity 167 
Lisbon i$o # 

Litter, &c. a nuifance in prifons 32, 312, 429 
Li<v:vfQol gaol 436 

bride well 437 
Loftinefs of Italian hofpitals 119 
London 212 
Loft wit hie I 398 

Loughborough, lord, fines a gaoler for ironing 13 

Lu.ca 1 19 
Ludga/e, new 222 
Ludkvj gaol 356 



Ludlotv bridewell 356 
Lukau 102 

Lumley, lady, her charity 408 
Lunatics and idiots, a nuifance in gaols 8 

Lunenburg J 2 
Lynn Regis 300 

Lyons 179 

M. 

Macclesfehl prifon 444 

bridewell 444 
Macfarlan, Dr. quoted 35 
Machine, Dr. his communications 55 
Madrid 155 

Hofpicio 158 
Magdeburg 102 

Magiftrates, infpect weekly £9, 131, 144 
neglect of 36 

room for, in houfes of corre&ion 139 
Maidjlone county gaol 264 

bridewell 266 

Mane heft er 435 
Manheim 135 

Mann, Sir Horace, his kindnefs 108 
Manufactory for deferted children 152 

of military c'oth in Denmark 78 
Marlborough 377 
Marfhalfea prifon 250 

in Dublin 205 
Matron to prifon 231, 233 
Mead, Dr. on the caufe of contagion 31 
Mechlin 141 

Medical practice for fick prifoners 149, 283 

Mellon- Mowbray 3 1 5 
Mentz 1 36 

Merionethshire 454 

MiddLburg 5 1 
Middles ieh 441 
Milan, I20 
Mildenhall 305 

Minilkr of pariCh in Ireland to take care of pri- 
foners allowance 33 
Minutenefs of description, reafon for 122, 211 
Monmouthshire 3^9 
Moiwioktb county gaol 359 
town gaol 361 

Montgomery- 
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Montgomeryshire 451 
Montgomery county gaol 451 

bridewell 45 z 
Moore, Dr. quoted u 2, 1 
Morals, vitiated in prifons 8, 10 
Morpeth count/ gaol 425 

bridewell 427 
Mortality, bill of at Amfterdam 55 
hJoJco-tu 92 

Mounfey, Dr. found no gaol-fever in Ruflia 94 
Munich 129 

Nantwich debtors prifon 444 

town gaol 445 
Naples 117 
Newark upon Trent 325 
Newcafle upon Tyne, Newgate 422 

tower gaol 424 

tallow -houfe 424 

bridewell 424 

Newgate 2 1 3 
Newport, EJJex 262 

JJle of Wight 372 

Monmouthfkire 361 
Newport Pagnei 282 

New river company, their refufal of water zj6 
Nimeguen 64 
Norfolk 293 

Norman, Francis, eight years lift of his prifoners 

Norney, John, his legacy 440 
Northamptonshire 334 
Northampton county gaol 334 

town gaol 336 
Northumberland 425 
Norwich caftle 293 

city and county gaol 296 
bridewell 298 
Nottinghamshire 321 
Nottingham county gaol 321 
town gaol 324 

bridewell 32 $" 
Number of executions at Amjierdam 56 
inhabitants at Amjierdam 5$ 

Naples 1:7 
prifoners in Dublin 206 

England and Wales 17, 

486 — 49a 
Scotland 200 
Tufcany 110 
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Nunnery with hofpital for infane 145 
Nuns, keep hofpitals too clofe 165 
Nurenburg l 3 o 

Nurfe for the fick in a gaol 293 

Nurfes for the fick prifoners of war, propofed (87 

O. 

Oakham county gaol 333 

Oakum, picking, a falutary employment 236, 277 
Oath, folemn adrniniftration of 82, 126, 19$ 
Objections to the improvement of prifons aa» 

fwered 43 
Oli am 372 

Oil of tar, board under the beds in an hofpital 

brufhed with 185 
Order for attendance on divine fervice 223, 434 
Orphan-houfe, Amjlerdam 62 

Antwerp 141 

Berlin 10 1 

Edinburgh 169 

Ofnahrug 67 
OJiend 150 
Oitxdle 336 
Oufe-bridge gaol 409 

Oxfordshire 341 
Oxford caftle 341 

city bridewell 345 

univerfity bridewell 345 
Oven proper in gaols 23 
room called fo 432 

P. 

Padua 106 
Pamplona 162 

Pardoned criminal detained for fees 316, 322 
Paris 165 

Parole not granted to American officers 187 

Englilh prifoners of war with- 
out fecurity 183 

Patronefs of prifons 168 

Peacock, Mr. his gift 410 

a murderer, acquitted by delay of trial 15 

Peafants, flaves 85 

inllance of attachment to their lord 85 

Pemberton, Mr, his chanty 302 

Pembrokeshire 456 

Pembroke town gaol 457 

Penitentiary 
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Penitentiary houfes, heads of regulations for 470 
Pennant, Mr. his four quoted 439 
Pertryn borough-gaol 398 

prifon, for debtors 398 
Penivitb, liberties of 397 
Penzance 397 

Perjury uncommon 12 7^ 195 
Perth 195 t 
Peft-houfe at Hamburg 75 

Ley den 54 

Potter dam Co 

Utrecht 6^ 
Peterborough gaol 336 

bridewell 336 
Petersburg 86 
Petty, Sir William, quoted 55 
PeJtvorth 272 
Peverel t honour of 325 
Phyfician mould be appointed to Newgate 9 
Pitt, Mofes, his Cry of the opprejjed 313 
Placarts painted on boards to deter offenders 7 5 
Plague, medical treatment of 94 
Plot's Elfiory quoted 9 
Plymouth 389 
Poland 96 

Police, good, at Berlin 101 
Pontefracl, liberty of the honour 416 
Poole town gaol 381 

bridewell 382 
Popham, Mr. his two bills 2 
Poor-houfe at Copenhagen 79 
Lille 165 
Rome 113 

Foor-houfes, obfervation respecting 373 

Port/mouth 374 
Portugal J50 
Poultry Compter 225 
Prague 103 

Piangins, baron de, his prifon 124 
Prayer, form of, for vifitation of prifoners in 
Ireland 29 

Prayers daily in houfes of correction 58, 73, 100, 

126, 133, 136, 146 
Prefervatives from gaol-di (temper 3 
Prejleign 459 
Pre/ion 435 

Pringle, Sir John, referred to 10, 31, 32 
Prifons, foreign, arched 104. 11 1 



Prifons, general view of diftrefs in 4 

vifited by magiftrates 169 
Prifon uniform, recommended 31 
Prifoner forty-three years 384 
Prifoners, acquitted, difcharged in court \ b, 197 

allowed to beg abroad 376, 383 

begging in the ftreets 92 

burnt in a prifon 52, 262 

condemned, cells for in Newgate 22. 
214 

detained for fees 1, 15 
evils from not feparating 8 
from bridewells, diftreffed 1 
in England and Wales, number of 17, 
486 

let out on parole 1 50 

obliged to wa(h before they have aU 

lowance 241 
on exchequer proceifes, and from eccle- 

fiaftical courts, hard cafe of 6 
periming from cold 38 — 39, 173 
proper allowance for conveying 381 
mould have a day-room 33 
mould fleep in feparate rooms 22 
fick, liberally allowed 149 
ftarved to death 39, 272 
fubfifted by voluntary contributions 87, 

tried out of irons 197 
Prifoners of war, in general well treated 11 

how treated in France the war 

before la it n 
French, defirous of making their 
own bread 91 
Prifoner's dog deftroyed by vermin 413 
Prifoners of war, American 194 
EngHJb, at 

Ardres 182 
Bergues 182 
B our hour g 182 
Calais 182 
Dunkirk 1 8 1 
Rotterdam £ 1 
foreign, at 

B elf aft 192 
Brijiol 185 
Car life 188 
' Chefter i9g 

Prifoners, 



INDEX. 



Prifoners of war, foreign, at Deal 187 

Dublin 193 
Edinburgh 192 
Falmouth 191 
For ton 1 86 
Hull 189 
Kilkenny 193 
Lincoln 190 
Liverpool 189 
Pembroke 188 
Plymouth 184 
Shreixjlury 1 90 
Winchejler 186 
Yarmouth 191 
Profit of work Ihould go to common flock 41 

to keeper, half 272, 323, 348, 356 

one feventh 48 
to prifoners, all 103, 103, 289, 344 
part 116 
two thirds 462 
one third 121 
fourth 73 
fifth 147 
fixth 394 
furplus 131, 144 
Proprietors of gaols, fee gaols 

Public diverfions taxed, for fupport of prifons 60 

of hofpitab 163 

Public houfes not to be frequented by fherifFs 

officers 53 
Pump necefiary in gaols 23 
Punifhment for efcape 78, 101, no, 117 

modes of in Ruflia 86 
Purfer's weights, faulty 465 

Quakers room 432 

Quarrels not to be permitted in gaols 34 
Quas, a fermented liquor 91, 92 
£>uinze-<vingt$ holpital for blind 178 

R. 

Radnorshire 459 

Rags of felons mould be buried 275 
Raikes, Mr. his charity 363 
Ranfomers 281 
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Ratifbon 130 

Reading county gaol 337 

bridewell 339 
town gaol 339 
Recruits from prifons 204 
Reed, Hefter, her legacy 388 
Refra&ory, rooms for 47, 63, 73, 140, 215, 218, 

233, 416, 433 
Regents of Dutch prifons, privileges of 57 
Regulations for gaols, propofed 25 

heads of, for penitentiary houfes and 

houfes of correction 470 
made known to prifoners 135, 140, 
168, 172 

Rendjburg 76 

Richmond (Yorkfhire) 412 

duke of, adive in building a new gao 

270 

doubles allowance at a bridewell 

272 

Rigby, Henrietta, her legacy 434 
Abigail, ditto 434 
Ring, iron, on window bars 78 
Rioters, prifons burnt by 215, 221, 245, 277 

prifon deftroyed by 254 
Ripon gaol 413 

liberty 41 2 
Rivers, German prifons built near 66 
Rochefer gaol 268 

bridewell 268 
Rome hi 
Romney gaol 269 

Rotheram, Dr. his charity to prifoners 423 
Rothwell prifon 416 
Rotterdam 46 

Rouquet, Rev. James, his exemplary conduft 403 
Rules and orders, tables of, mould be hung up 35 
for government of Foreign prifons 53, 57, 
65, 99, 109, 119, 131, 133, 135, 

140, 144, 14^ *57« l6 >» 168 
Fnglijh^ &C. 200, 220, 24;, 328, 385, 
396, 401,410, 412, 440,447,461 

for Houfe oi Education 89 

Prifoners of 'war in France 181 
England 473 
for work-houfe 69, 73, iqa 
or bounds of a prifon 217, 244, 398, 423, 458 
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Russia 8; 

R Ul LA.NDSH IRE 333 

TLuthiti 449 

Rye town gao] 273 • 

s. 

St. Aihan\ borough gaol 257 

liberty gaol 258 

bridewell 258 
St. Brie*udr$ gaol 366 
St. Catharine** gaol 239 
Sr. Crofs"s hofpital, dole of bread 370 
St. George s Fields bridewell 276 
Sf> Orncrs 180 
Su Peter \ liberty of 4 1 1 
Salaries of magiilrates fmall 128 
Salijlury county gaol 375 
city gaol 3,8 
Salfelriere 1 74 

Salt withheld as a puniJTiment 93 
Sandwich town gaol 269 
$a*uoy prifon 240 
S chaff haufen 1 2 8 

Schoolmaiters, parifh, in Scotland 196 

Sch<njoabach 131 

Scotch a&s concerning prifon* 19-, 196, 202 

prifoners, hard condition of at Carlifle 429 
Scotland 195 

Scurvy, prevalent among prifoners, 84, 164, 167, 
173 

Secrete chambers 107, 111, 120 
Securities tor prifoners 163 

Separate feats at church for different claiTes of 

criminals 134 
Seluons at towns where no prifon, diftrefs from 278 
Sewers and drains, want of in gaols 7 

general remark on 261 
in gaols, how beft conftru&ed 24 
Sheffield, debtors prifon 415 

town gaol 416 
Shepton Mallet county bridewell 402 
Sherborne county bridewell 381 
Sheriff's officer mould not be keeper 28 
Shr en jbury county gaol 353 

bridewell 3C5 
town gaol 356 
Shropshire 353 
Silesia 97 



Sick prifoners, great attention to 116, 118, 148, 
152, 163 

Situation proper for a prifon 21 

Skeleton in irons difcovered 342 

Slaves, annual expence of 91 
humanity to 10c, 108 
, wretched 78 

Smith, Mr his legacy 376 

Dr. his vifits to prifons 226 
George, keeper, commended 25 , 

Spain 153 

Spalding bridewell 33a 
Spandau 10 1 

Spanifh mantle, an engine of punifhment 76, 99 
Speftator quoted refpecling cleanlinefs 31 
Spirituous liquors cheap, an evil 206 

fine on gaolers who fell them 34 
any who bring them 34 
Squalor carceris, for compulfion of debtors 202 
Soap and towels mould be allowed in prifons 314 
Society for difcharge of perfons confined for fmall 

debts 229, 253 
Sehthurn 127 # 
Somersetshire 399 
Southampton bar-gate 373 
gaol 374 
bridewell 374 
Southnvark county gaol 475 
Southwell county bridewell 323 
Stables, Sec. not to be* permitted in courts of 
gaols 32 

in courts of gaols 297, 312, 376, 399, 450 
Staffordshire 350 
Stafford county gaol 350 

bridewell 3CI 
Staircafe, remarkably eafy 115 
Stamford town gaol 332 
Star-chamber prifoners, whither fent 227 
Stepney manor, its extent 237 
Stockholm 82 

Stone ftool for clearing debtors 106 
Strajburg 136 

Straw, plenty of, not farmed 3;* 

Sudbury gaol 307 

Suffocation by brimftone, an ancient punifliment 
*39 

Suffolk 301 

Summer rooms in an hofpital 88 

Sunday, 
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Sunday, no vifiters admitted on 126 

dinner, an encouragement 33 

fchools for poor children 363 

working on 71, 93 
Surgeon excufed by contract from attending gaol- 

fever 383 
Surgeon, his duty 29 

neglea 443 
Surrey 274 
Sussex 270 
Swaffham bridewell 295 
Swanfiy town gaol 464 
Sweden 82 
Switzerland 124 

T. 

Tala<vera 154 

Tap, inconveniences arifing from gaoler's having 
26 

Tapfter lets rooms to prifoners 218 
Taunton county bridewell 40 1 

town gaol 402 
Tax for fupport of houfes of correclion 60 
Term of confinement abridged 46, 133 
Thame bridewell 343 
¥ he t ford town gaol 298 
Thirjk bridewell 408 
Thomfon, the poet, quoted 14 
Thumbs, noofe put about 215 
Thumb-fcrews for fecuring prifoners, fent by 

magiftrates 304 
Thynne, Thomas, Efq. his legacy 376 
TiiTot, Dr. his opinion on the gaol-diftemper 125 
Tiverton town gaol 388 

bridewell 388 
Toes mortified 280 
c toled9 155 

Torture abolifhed 82, 99 

by weights 1 28 

horrid 67, 70, 72, 125, 138 

reftricled 124 

room, difmal 129, 130 
Tot hill- Fields bridewell 241 
Tower 212 
Tower-Hamlets gaol 239 
Town-clerk figns table of fees 374 
Tranfport eight years in prifon 454 
Tranfportation, Mr. Eden's opinion on 43 
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Tranlports, chained to the floor 420, 425 

numbers dying on board /hip 20 

obfervations on 42 

the word explained 210 

Travellers, charity for 115, 142, 159, 268 

Travelling, fafety of in England 464 

Trenck, his place of confinement 102 

Trial, mode of in Sweden 83 

Triefe 105 

Truro town gaol 397 
Turin 122 

Turnkeys, many, in French prifons 166, 172 

falary of 166, 271 

mould not be prifoners 27 
Turnlliles to prevent cfcape 166 
Tver 92 

U. 

UJk county bridewell 36 1 

Utrecht 64 

V. 

Valladolid 160 

Varnilhed boards, beds on 108 

Varying towns where feflions and affizes are held 

an evil 15 
Vaults, fee fewers 
Venice 106 

Ventilators in gaols, ufeful 23 
Ventilator, very ufeful one 346 

all in the kingdom enumerated 347 
Verbeterhuizen 59, 6 $ 
Verfes over debtors grate 338 
Vcenna 103 

Vilain, count, his book 147 
Vilvorde, large prifon there r42 
Vifitants not admitted on Sunday 126 

mould not be admitted during fcrvice- 
time 28 

W. 

Wahfield county bridewell 408 
Walling fir d town gaol 340 
Walfall town gaol 353 
Walftngham bridewell 296 

Ward in hofpital for prifoners 158, 163, 185, 188 
Warrant on committing from ecclefiallical court 

342, 416 
Warrington 
Warsaw 96 
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Warwick county gaol 308 

bridewell 309 
Wafting rooms daily, beneficial 30 

prejudice againft 163, 177, 178 
with cold water, recovery by 23, 2; J 
Water, frequent v ant of 6 
Watts, R chard, Efq. his chanty 268 
Well, remarkable, in a prifon 173 
Wjl 137 
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gate-houfe 242 
Wefl-Wycomb bridewell 282 
White, Sir Thomas, his legacy 357 

alderman of York, his chanty 4C8 
Whitethapel prifon 237 k 
Whitehaven town gaol 430 
White- lion piifon, an ancient name 275 
White- wafting, a general practice in Dutch and 
German priions 104 

gcod effects of 199 
Wildman, Mr. h s benefattion 234 
Wiltshire 375 
Wincbcomb bridewell 366 
Wittchejltr county gaol 369 

bridewell 371 
debtors prifon 373 
Wind for c a file prifon 340 

town gaol 340 
Windows in gaols, how beft conflrufted 22 
contrivance for keeping open 373 
Window-tax in gaols, remark on 7, 349, 393 
Wijbech gaol 292 
Witches, dungeons for 129, 1 30 
Witney bridewell ^44 

Wives and children of debtors, gaols crowded 
with 17 

Wcl<v*rhampton county bridewell 352 

Woman confined with two foldiers 258 

Women ard children belonging to piifoners 219, 244 

chained to a waggon 125 
Women committed for baflardy, cruel treatment 
of 319 
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Women difclplined every week 437 

in irons 13, 338, 3,9, 35*, 3^9 

keep houfe clean 7;, 136 

more modefl, complaining of bad com* 

pany 250 
debtors mould be kept feparate 25 

rooms for in a feparate court 416 
felons, fhould be feparate from men 22, 34S 
Woodlridge bridewell 303 
Wooden bars, obflruft air 264 
Wood Jit eet Compter 228 
Worcestershire 346 
Worcejier county gaol 3 6 

bridewell 348 
city gaol 349 
Work necefTary in bridewells 38 
Work-houfe at Amjierdam 61 
Berlin 100 
commended 72, 305, 372, 415, 431 
Work-houfes, obfervation on the children in 373 
Work-rooms in bridewells, how to be conftructed 

37 

Work-ftop in debtors ward, necelTary 24 
Wrexham bridewell 450 
Wur/zhurg 113 
Wymundham bridewell 295 

Wyfcbnei Wolotjchok 92 

Y. 

Yarmouth town g^ol 299 

bridewell 300 
Yorkshire 405 
York caflle 405 

city gaol 409 

bridewell 411 
St. Peter $ gaol 41 1 
Yorke, Sir Jofeph, his polite aflifhnce 53, 66 
Young, Dr. on the effects of feeing diftrefs 36 
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Zell 72 
Zurich 128 
Zivo/t'e 64 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



^HE Pamphlet, a Ir (inflation of which is here offered to the public, excited Jo much cnriofity 
abroad^ that I was extremely dejircus of obtaining a copy of it. "This was a matter of no JrnaU 
difficulty ; as the/ale of it in France was prohibited on the Jeverejl penalties, for reajons that will 
readily appear from the work itfelf After many fruitlcfs endea vours, I was at length fortunate 
enough to meet with it ; and, not without fome hazard, .brought it to England. It Joon occurred 
to me*, that it would be acceptable to my countrymen : and this, not merely as an objett of curi- 
ofity, from the celebrated name of the place it defcribes, but as affording a very interefting and 
inftruclive comparifon betwem the horrors of defpotic power, and the mild and juft adminijlration 
of equal laws in a free flate *. / therefore procured a faithful tranflation of it to be made ; 
and if its publication fhall in any degree tend to increafe the attachment and reverence of Engli/b- 
men to the genuine principles of their excellent conflitution, my purpqfe will be fully anfwered. 

Cardington, 

Seu.ordsh.rk, 7*0 UN H01VAHD. 

March 27,1780. * 



* Sir ffllliam Elackfone obfer-ves t that the preformation ofperfonal liberty is of great importance to the public 3 " Jlr 
Ki if once it were left in the power of any, the bighe/i, magijlrate to imprifon arbitrarily whomever he or his officers thought 
11 proper % (as in France it is daily pratlifed by the crown,) there would foon he an end all other rights ami immunities, 
" I have been affured upon good authority, that, during the mill admimf ration oj Cardinal Fleury, above 54,000 letti e^ 
" de cachet were itfucd, upon the fmgle ground of the famous bulk unigenitus/' 

Commentaries, Book I. Chap. I 
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FRENCH EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

SlNCE the mortal wound was given to French liberty * Defpptifm, that fcourge of 
human nature, which it debafes and difhonours> has acquired ftrength by ftriking at all 
ranks, and fpreading a general terror. Nothing is heard of but banifhments, profcrip- 
tions, and prifons ; of which laft the Baftille is undoubtedly die moft formidable. The 
employment of lpies and informers, who execute their office fo extenfively and accurately,, 
ought to alarm every citizen^with apprehenfrons of becoming an inhabitant of this abode of. 
horror and tears. 

M. de Saintfoy has faid, that on this fuhjett it is Jafer to be filent than. to /peak. I agree* 
with him, that it is fafeft for the hiftorian ; but it is not the moft advantageous either for 
the prefent generation, or for pofterity. I have not, therefore, hefitated to facrifice my 
own fecurky to the neceflity of exciting my fellow-citizen^tocaft their eyes on the chains 
with which they have been loaded during three fucceffive reigns. 

Henry IV. was the darling of his fubjefts. His memory will ever be the object of the 
national veneration. It was under his fucceflbr that liberty received the iirft ftroke. 

Richlieu, who reigned under the name of Lewis XIII. filled the fortrefles and prifons.. 
He had caufed to be conftru&ed even in his own houfe a vadt in pace, where he frequendy 
facrificed victims to his tyranny. 

Hiftory prefents few reigns in which more violences and cruelties have been exercifed, 
than that of Lewis XIV. Flattery conferred on him the name of Great -, but pofterity 
has erafed a title, he fo little merited. It beholds in this prince no other than a defpot, 
without principle, tyrannifed over by his pafllons, vain, ambitious, turbulent, and often 
cruel. 

During the laft reign, which was chara&erifed by weaknefs, inefficacy, and contradic- 
tions, minifters ere&ed defpotifm into a law. Let/res de cachet^ vexations of all kinds, 
were their engines. They obftinately combated the laws of the kingdom ; and concluded 
with diiperfing and profcribing all who adminiftercd them. It may therefore truly be faid, 
that imprifonmcnt, and exile, were the great inflruments of government in the hft, as well 
as in the two preceding reigns. 

* In the years 1770 and 177 r 

Since- 



THE FRENCH EDITOR'S PREFACE. 

Since, then, the arbitrary will of the prince, or rather of thofe who reign in his name, 
holds the place of law, the Baftille will probably be more filled than ever. It is, there- 
fore, very important, that this caftle, the rules by which it is governed, the fufferings 
which prifoners have undergone in it, the interrogations, furprizes, fnares, and violences 
to which they are expofed, ftiould be generally known. On this account I prefent to the 
public this interefting piece, in the ftate in which it was bequeathed me by the author, 
fome time fince deceafed. With refpeft to the play, it was drawn by himfelf on the 
Jpot. 

God grant that his labours may be rendered ufelefs to my countrymen, by inlpiring our 
young monarch with a horror of defpotifm, and a love for thofe laws which are the gua- 
rantees of his fecurity, and that of the nation. 
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HISTORICAL REMARKS AND ANECDOTES 



ON THE 

CASTLE OF THE BASTILLE, 

AND THE 

FRENCH IN QJJ ISITION. 



1 HE Baftille, at its foundation, was the entrance of Paris on. the fide of the fuburhs of 
$f. Antoine. It confided of only two towers. Hugh Aubriot \ provoft of Paris, to, 
whom the conitruttioa of the new enclofure and of the fortifications of the city under 
Charles V. was committed, formed the plan of this caftle, and laid the firft: ftone April 22, 
1369. The two towers ferved for a defence againft the Englifh. Afterwards, two towers 
of retreat, behind and parallel to the firft > were erected ; and thus the entrance into Paris 
was protra&ed between four detached towers, and a double bridge. The remains of the 
firft bridge ftilL continue. This edifice was not entirely finilhed till the reign of Charles VI„ 
about the year 1383. This king caufed four new towers to be added at equal diftances. 
Apartments were made between the towers, in the thicknefs of the walls. The bridges 
were taken away; a dry ditch, twenty-five feet deep from the level of the ftreet, fur- 

* Hugh Aubriot, born at Dijon of obfeure parents, was provoft of Paris, and minitkr of the finances* 
under Charles V. He built the bridge anciently called the Grand Pont, now the Pont au Change. The walls 
of the gate St. Antorne on the banks of the Seine, the Pont St. Michel, and the Petit -Cbatelet, are monuments 
of his attention to the public good. This laft edifice was erefted to bridle the licentioufnefs of the fellows and 
fludents in the univerfny. Aubriot was the firft inventor of fubterraneous canals for draining off water. The 
clergy, united with the members of the univerfity, confpired his ruin. They accufed hira of impiety and 
herefy. The partifans of the houfe of Orleans, which was at enmity with that of Burgundy, to which he was 
attached, declared againft him. He was firft (hut up in the Baftille, which he had juii built; and afterwards 
was removed to the prifon of the biftioprick, called IQublUtte. By means of intrigues, his enemies got him 
condemned to pafs the reft of his days there. At the commencement of the reign of Charles VI. in 1381, the 
people rofc againft the imports. Led by Caboche, a fkinner, the mutineers forced the gates of the Hotel de 
VilU to procure arms, and took out thre« f or four thoufand iron maces (mailletsj whence they acquired the 
name of Maillotim. They broke open the prifon in which Aubriot had been languishing for feveral months, 
chofe him for their chief, and compelled him to accept the command. He made ufe of this favour of fortune 
to withdraw fecretly.. On that very night he pa/Ted the Seine, and fled into Burgundy, where he lived un- 
known to his enemies, and finifhed his days in repofe. Chronologic Manufcrite de la Bibliothcque Royale. — Hugh 
Aubriot was of the fame family with John Aubriot of Dijon, biihop of Chalons from the year 1342 to 1 350. 

4 rounded 
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rounded the eight towers; and an enclofure was formed on die other fide of it The 
public road wes turned on the outfide, as it is at prefent. The bulwarks and ditches 
which now encompafs it, were not conftructed tili 1634. 

The caftle of the Baftille is fituated on the left bank of the Seine (as you afcend the 
river) near the arfenal. Its entrance is at the end of the ftreet St. Antoine, to the right. 
An advanced guard is Rationed there, with a fentry day and night. Near the guard-room 
are draw-bridges, with a great gate, and a wicket, leading to the court of the Hotel du 
Gbuvernement. This is a modern building, feparated from the caftle by a ditch, over 
which are fecond draw-bridges, which muft be pafled to arrive at a fecond pair of gates, 
near which is another .guard- room. Beyond this, is a ftrong barrier, a clair-voye y formed 
of beams plated with iron, and very high, which feparates the guard-room from the great 
court. Before you reach this, you muft pafs two draw-bridges, and five gates, all of 
which have fentries, and three ports of guards. This court forms a fquare of about one 
hundred and twenty feet by eighty, in which is a fountain. 

On entering by the barrier, to the right are apartments in which the fubaltern officerr 
lodge, and fometimes even fuch of the prifoners as are lefs reftridted than the reft. Near 
this building is the Tour de la Comte\ and next, the Tour de Trefcr (Treafury tower,) fo 
called from its being the depofit of the money amaffed by the Due de Sully for the grand 
project of Henry IV. After this tower, near the middle of the court, is an arcade which 
anciendy ferved for the city gate. In this, feveral lodging-rooms are contrived. Next, 
is the body of the old chapel, converted into feveral chambers for prifoners. At the angle 
of the court is the T our de la Chapelle (Chapel-tower.) This, and the T our de TreJor> are 
the moft ancient of the towers. 

Walls of ten feet tliicknefs in folid mafonry, raifed to the height of the towers, unite 
them, and are contiguous to many apartments for prifoners conftrufted in die interftices. 
At the bottom of the court is a large modern houfe, which feparates it from a fmaller 
court called Cour du Puits (Well-court.) In the centre of this building is a ftone ftair- 
cafe of five fteps, leading to the principal door. Within this you find the ftaircafe to the 
upper apartments, and an entry terminating in the fecond-court. On the right is the vef- 
tibule of t^e hall, where the minifters, the lieutenant of the police, or the commiftioners, 
interrogate the prifoners. This is called the Salle du Conjeil (Council-chamber.) Here 
prifoners generally receive the vifits of ftrangers. At the farther end is a large prefs, in 
which the effects and papers taken from the prifoners are depofrted. Behind the council- 
chamber are the lodgings of the fubaltern officers, and of fome turnkeys. 

On the left, entering by the fame ftaircafe, are the kitchens, offices, and wafti-houfe, 
which have double oudets into the Cour du Puits, There are three ftories above, each 
of three rooms. The firft and lecond ferve for prifoners of diftinttion, or thofe who 
are fick. 

The king's lieutenant has his apartment to the right, in the firft ftory, above the coun- 
cil-Chamber j the major lodges in the fecond, and the furgeon in the diird. 

On 
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On the other fide of the great court, near the kitchens and the Tour de la Liberte (Li- 
berty-tower) are apartments for prifoners, confifting each of a great chamber, and a clofet 
looking towards Paris. The dungeons of this tower run under the kitchens. Next to 
this tower are ancient apartments, in which a little- chapel has been conftru£ted on the 
ground floor. There are five niches or clofets in this chapel ; three are hollowed out of 
the wall, the others are only in the wainfcot. In thefe, prifoners are put one by one to 
hear mafs. They can neither fee nor be feen. The doors of thefe niches are fecured on 
the outfide by a lock and two bolts ; within, they are iron-grated, and have glafs windows 
towards the chapel, with curtains, which are drawn at the Santtus y and clofed again at the 
concluding prayer. Five prifoners being prefent at each mafs, ten only can hear it each 
day. If there is a greater number in the caftle, either they do not go to mafs at all (which 
is generally the cafe with ecclefiaftics, prifoners for life, and thofe who do notdefire to go) 
or they attend alternately : becaufe there are almoft always fome who have permifiion to 
go conftantly. 

On the fide of the chapel, defcending towards the barrier, are the T nir de la Bertaudiere, 
and next to it, apartments for the adjutant, the captain of the gate, and fome domeftics, 
or turnkeys. In the angle near the barrier is the Tour de la Baziniere. To come to it, 
one muft crofs a little court or veftibule, which communicates with the guard-room by a 
very ftrong double door. This is the difpofition of the fix towers, and the buildings fur- 
rounding the great court. 

Proceeding through the entry of the houfe which feparates the two courts, you come to 
the Cour du Putts. At the further end of it, on the right, is the Tour du Coin (Corner- 
tower.) Between it and the Tour du Putts (Well-tower) are old apartments in which the 
cooks, fcullions, and valets lodge ; and iikewife fome chambers for prifoners, but which 
are very feldom ufed. The Cour du Puits is only twenty-five feet by fifty. In it is a large 
well for the ufe of the kitchen. The cooks throw their offal, and keep poultry in this 
little court, which makes it always dirty and offenfive. 

The outer face of the caftle prefents four towers towards Paris, and four towards the 
fuburbs. The tops of the towers compofe a continued platform in terraces folidly con- 
ftrufted, and kept in perfeft repair. Thofe prifoners who have permifiion, walk here, 
but always accompanied by guards. There are thirteen pieces of cannon upon this plat- 
form, which arc fired on days of folemnity, or public rejoicings. 

In the plan, the Tour du Pi<its y which is towards the ftreet des Tournelles, is marked 
the firft. On going round the caftle on the outfide from this tower, we come to the en- 
trance between the towers de la Bazinihe and la Comte, and then to the other towers front- 
ing the fuburbs. 

All the towers are clofed below by ftrong double doors, with large bolts let 
into enormous locks. The dungeons untfer^ the towers are filled with a mud 
which exhales the mod ofifenfive fcent. They are the refort of toads, newts, rats, and 
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Ipiders *. In a corner of e^ch is a camp bed, formed of iron bars, foldered into the wall, 
with fome planks kid upon them. In thefe are put prifoners whom they wifh to intimi- 
date, and a lictle ftraw is given them for their bed. Two doors, each feven inches 
thick, one over the other, clofe thefe dark dens : each has two great bolts, and as many 
locks. 

All the upper chambers are fhut with the fame care. There are four, one above an- 
other, in each tower, and a vaulted room above all, called the Calotte (Skull-cap.) All 
the inner doors are covered with iron plates, two or three lines thick. 

There are five ranks of chambers. The moft dreadful next to the dungeons, are thole 
in which are iron cages or dungeons f. Of thefe there are three. Thefe cages are formed 
of beams lined with ftrong iron plates. They are fix feet by eight. 

The fecond rank of chambers defigned for feverity, are the Calottes. Thefe rooms, 
which are the uppermoft in the towers, are formed of eight arcades of mafonry. Ooc 
can only walk upright in the middle. There is fcarcely room for a bed from one arcade 
to another. The diftance of the window from its interior aperture is the whole thicknefs 
of the wall ; about ten feet. There are iron bars before the windows on the infide of thefe 
chambers, and counter-bars without. The Calottes have but little light. In fummer, 

• It was in thefe dungeons that the tyrant Louis XI. confined thofe whom he was deftrous of deftroying by 
protracted fufferings ; a9 the princes of Armagnac, who were buried in thefe dungeons In holes wrought in the 
mafonry, the bottoms of which were in the form of fugar loaves, that their feet might have no retting place, 
nor their bodies any repofe ; and were* befides, taken out twice a week to be fcourged in the prefence of 
Philip PHuillier, governor of the Baftille. and every three months to have a tooth pulled out. The eldeft of 
thefe princes loll his fenfes under this treatment. The younger was fortunate enough to be delivered by the 
death of Louis XI. and it is from his petition in 1483, that the. truth of thefe facls has been learned, which 
could not have been believed, or even imagined, without fo convincing a proof. See Hijl. dtlAnc'un Gouvern. 
de U Fra ice, par le Cornte de Boulainvilliers, Lettre XIV. Tom. 111. p. 226. 

t The Count -de Boulainvilliers (p. 224 of the work above cited] fays, that Louis XI. cannot be affirmed 
to be the inventor of the iron cages and dungeons which are feea U the BaJlUle, and in the caftles of Blois, 
Bourges, Angm, Locbes, Tours, and Mont-Sai*t -Michel The bifhop of Verdun, according to Mezeray, wai 
the inventor of thefe cages. He had caufed one to be conrWkd in the cattle of Angers, in which he was the 
fcrft pejfon confined, for ten or twelve years. Boulainvilliers fays (p. 225) that he has feen with his own eyes 
at Chateau Dupktfts-Us-Tours, the Wan dungeon in which the Cardinal de la Ballae (imprifoned about 1430) 
was fhut up eleven years by order of Louis XT. The walls, floor, ceiling, door, wicket for putting in pro- 
vifions and emptying out filth, are all iron plates fattened upon great bars of the fame metal. Louis XI. had 
two of thefe built at his caftle of Locha. Lodovico Sforza, duke of Milan, having been taken prifoner in % 
battle againfl Louis XII. on April 10, 1500, was fhut up in one of the iron cages of the cattle of leches, where 
he ended his days. Olfervations Hifu U Crit. relative to the Hift. of Charles VIII. in the Collection of Me. 
moirs of the Academy of Infcriptions, p. 238, in 4to. 

Louis XII. hlmielr, while duke of Orleans, was made prifoner in 14S8, at the battle of St. Aubin-du-Cor- 
mier, in Bretagm ; and after being removed from prifon to prifon, he was Ihut up during three whuie years in 
the caftle of Beurges, and forced to lie in the iron cage. 

their 
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their heat is excefllve 5 and in winter, their cold is iniupportable; There are only ftove* 
in the Calottes *. 

Almoft all the chambers of the towers are oftagonal, fourteen or fifteen feet high, and 
twenty in diameter ; with very high chimneys. In moft of them are three fteps to afo^ci 
to die windows. All the windows have grates and counter-grates of iron. Many have a 
third grate in the middle of the thicknefs of the wall. The bars of the grates are of td 
fize of the arm. The lower chambers look only on the ditches. The views from me 
higher ones are obfeure and remote, on account of the diftance of the outer ip >ertu. e of 
the windows. The leafl: difagreeable chambers have views of the country, of Pari^'and 
of the ramparts. Although the windows of thefe chambers are double-grated, tti&f are 
fufficiently light, as their apertures enlarge on the infide. 

In many cafes, the outer window- grates are covered with cloth, or clfe wooden Imittefs 
are fixed in fuch a manner that all view is intercepted from the prifoner. 

Moft of the chambers have chimneys; others have ftoves: the dungeons have neither. 
All the chimneys are grated above, and iron-barred below, and alfo in feyeral other parts. 
Precautions have been multiplied to prevent communications. Formerly the prifoners 
converfed by the chimneys, or afcended them in hopes of cfcaping. Each tower has 
privies, which are grated at the different ftories. Some apartments have thefe conveni- 
ences within them; the reft have the ufual fubftitutes. 

All thefe chambers are ill-clofed, very cold and damp in winter. They are all niinfr 
bered. They go by the name of their ftory, as their door prefents itfelf to the right and 
left in afcending. Thus the firft Baziniere is the firft chamber in the tower of that name, 
above the dungeon 3 then comes the fecond Baziniere, the third, the fourth, and the calotte 
Baziniere. In the fame manner, all the prifoners are called by the name of their tower, 
joined to the number of their chamber: lb that the BaJliUe name of a prifoner is the Jecond 
Bciziniere, the firfi Bertaudiere, the fourth Comte, the third du Trefor, &c. 

The common chambers offer to view four bare walls, on which, however, are to b<e 
ken the names of prifoners who have been confined there, verfes, devices, fentences, &c. 

* The Count de Boulainvillicrs further fays (Lean XIV.) that the Baftille was defined to prifoners, whofe 
deftru&ion was refolved either by apparent forms of juftice, or by the punifhment of the Oubliettes, a method 
nroch prac"tifed by Triftan-rHermite, provoft of the Hn/el, and companion of Louis XI. This man, of exe- 
crable memory, was himfelf judge, witnefs, and executioner. He cnufed the victims which were delivered to 
him by Louis to be placed on a trap-door, through which they fell on wheels armed v. ith points and cutting 
edge*: others were drowned with a Hone about their necks, or flirled in dungeons. Tms tyrant put to death 
more than four thoufand people in this manner. (Mtzerar, AEtegi Cliono!. Tom. IV. and Cohitotitits, Li v. VI. 
Ch. xii.) During my refidence. at the Baftille, I never was able to get a view of the chamber of-the Oubliettes\ 
but I have £en in the canMe of Ruel, which was Cardinal Richlieu's country feat, and at prefent belongs to ihe 
duke d'Aiguillon, a clofet which (till preferves the name of the Cabinet dn QMiettes. This cruel 'mincer 
caufed the perfons whom he had doomed to dcftruclion to enter it ; which they had fcaixely done, when a trap- 
door in the floor opened under their feet, and they fell into a profound abyfs, 
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A green ferge bed with curtains, a ftraw bed with three coverlets, two tables, two 
pitchers of water, an iron fork, a pewter fpoon, a goblet of the fame metal, a brafs candle- 
ftick, iron fnufFers, a chamber-pot, two or three chairs, and fometimes an old arm-chair, 
compofe the total of furniture. Some chambers have andirons. Shovel and tongs are 
but feldom allowed. Each prifoner is provided with matches, a fteel and flint, tinder, a 
candle a day, a broom every week, clean flieets every fortnight, and four napkins a week. 
Their linen is taken to the wafh every week. 

Three doors, one beyond another, are fhut upon each prifoner. The noife of bolts, 
locks, and keys is terrible. A turnkey has the charge of carrying the prifoners their meals, 
and taking away the remains, which are his own profit. 

The aliment of the prifoners is regulated by a rate proportional to their quality. There 
are clafles of fifty livres per diem (princes), of thirty livres, of twenty, of ten, of five, 
and of three. The loweft is of two livres ten Jons - y this is the rate for valets and at- 
tendants. In thefe are comprehended wafhing and candle ; wood for fuel is a feparate 
article. 

The kitchen is ferved by a matter cook, who is the governor's fteward. He has under 
him a cook, a fcullion, and a hewer of wood. All the difhes are fcantily provided, and 
ill drefled. This is the governor's gold min£, whofe income is augmented in proportion 
to the bad fare of the prifoners. Befides thefe immenfe profits, the governor has a 
hundred and fifty livres per diem, for fifteen fuppofed prifoners, at ten livres each, 
without prejudice to the daily rates of aftual prifoners. Thefe hundred and fifty livres 
are a fupplementary revenue, or indemnification. To diis are frequently added confider- 
able gratuities. 

On flefh days, the prifoners have daily a foup, a louilli *, and an entree f ; on meager 
days, a foup, a dilh of fifh, and two entrees. In the evening, on flefh days, they have a 
flice of roaft meat, a ragout, and a falad ; on meager days, a plate of eggs, and one of 
vegetables. The variations in the bill of fare from five to ten livres are inconfiderable. 
They confift of half a confumptive chicken, a'pigeon, a leveret teafting of cabbage, or fbme 
little birds, and a deflert, each article of which does not coft two Jons. 

On SuilBays, the dinner is bad foup, a flice of boiled veal under the name of bee£ and 
four petits pates \ the fupper, a flice of roaft meat (cow-beef, veal, or mutton,) a fmall 
difh of haricot in which bones and turnips abound, and a falad. The oil they give turns 
the ftomach : it is only fit for lamps. The fuppers on flefli days are uniform, ©n Mon- 
days, inftead of the four pates is a haricot. On Tuefdays, at noon, a faufage, pigs petti- 
toes, or a thin pork fteak. On Wednefdays, a fmall tart, either half-done or burned. 
On Thurfdays, two little mutton fteaks. On Fridays, at dinner, half a young carp fried 

• A louilli is the meat of which foup has been made, 
+ An entree is a courfe of difhes ferved up between the louilli and the deffert* 
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ar ftewed, ftinking ray, cod with butter and muftard, or fome dry £ ied fifh, with fome 
vegetables, or a plate of eggs. At fupper, a pkte of eggs with brown butter, or a la tripe, 
» and fpinage with water or milk. Saturday is a repetition j and on Sunday the invariable 
round recommences. 

On the days of St. Louis, St. Martin, and Epiphany, all the prifoners have an augmen- 
tation of their allowance, which confifts of half a roafted chicken or a pigeon. On Carnival 
Monday they have a little tart. 

Each prifoner has a pound of bread and a bottle of wine a day. The wine is flat and 
very bad. The deffert is an apple, a bifcuit, fome dry almonds and raifins lightly ftrewed 
on the bottom of a plate, fome cherries, goofeberries, or plums, in the fcafon. The Icr- 
vice is commonly pewter. Sometimes leave is obtained to be ferved in earthen ware, 
with a filver fpoon and fork. If any one complains of the badnefs of the vi&uals, fome 
change is made for a few days, but the complainant fuffers for it in fome other refpedl. 
There is no twelve Jous (fixpenny) ordinary, in which one is not better ferved than at the 
Baftille. In general, the table kept there is very bad, the foup without ftrength, the 
provifions of the worft quality, and ill drefled. All this contributes much to ruin the 
health of prifoners, and cries to God and man for vengeance. 

The officers of the ftaff have no infpedtion over the kitchen : this belongs to the gover- 
nor alone. Some prifoners have obtained permifiion from die police to be ferved by a cook 
out of the caftle, but this cofts three times as much as in the city. 

Common prifoners have five billets of wood a day to burn in winter. Thoie who are 
recommended have as much as they pleafe. Many have attendants, whofe pay is twenty 
Jous a day and board befides. 

There are only four turnkeys to the eight towers. Their name of Porte- clefs (key- 
bearers) is given on account of the monftrous bunches of keys th<?y carry, there being five 
great ones to a fingle chamber. 

At the time of meals, an armed fentinel is at the foot of each tower. During mafs, z 
fentinel is at the chapel door, who is not polled till the prifoners are entered, and is removed 
before they come out. 

The ftaff confifts of a governor, whofe place, befides his appointments from the court, 
is worth above forty thoufand livres a year in profits on dieting the prifoners > a king's lieu- 
tenant, whofe commiffion is fixty thoufand livres > for which he receives five thoufand 
livres a year ; a major at four thoufand livres a year ; an adjutant at fifteen hundred $ and a 
furgeon at twelve hundred, who makes great profit of medicines, fiirnifhed at the king's 
expence. The phyfician lives out of the prifon, and has an apartment in the caftle of the 

Thuilleries. m 1 

It is not above thirty years that things have been on this footing. Formerly, the go- 
vernor and king's lieutenant were the only officers in the nomination of the king. The 
others were named by the governor, who might difplace them at his pleafure. They had 
under them archers of the free companies, burghers paid by the governor for the guard of 

the 
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the cattle. M. d'Argenfon fubftituted to thefe a ftaff, widi a company of invalids of one 
hundred men, which has two captains and one lieutenant. The private foldiers are 
clothed, provided with linen, fboes, fait, candle, and fire-wood, and have tzn Jous a day. 
The fervice is hard. The men cannot lie abroad without leave from the governor. Se- 
veral obtain it j and the others perform the duty of the abfentees, who give th^m half 
their pay. None of the officers can dine abroad without leave, or lie abroad without a 
written permiflion from the minifter. 

In the day-time, befides the five fentinels of the gates, diere is one at the outer gate of 
the caftle, in order to keep off inquifitive perfons who might flop to view the entrance 
only. 

The major has- the charge of the pen. All the correfpondence and accounts belong to 
him. He draws up accounts every month, and fends duplicates of them to the minifter 
in whofe department is the city of Paris, to the comptroller-general of the* finances, and 
to the lieutenant-general of the police. Thefe accounts contain the number, the names of 
all the prifoners, and the eftimate of expences. This officer receives the money from the 
comptroller-general, and makes the payments. The general expence, commwiibus a?mis, 
amounts to more than one hundred thoufand livres. 

The caftle is encompafled by a ditch about one hundred and twenty feet wide. It is 
dry, except after great inundations of the Seine, and abundant rains. The ditch is fur- 
rounded with a wall fixty feet high, to which is fixed a wooden gallery with a baluftrade, 
which runs round the whole circuit of the ditch oppofite the caftle. This is called the 
rounds. Two ftaircafes to the right and left in front of the grand guard lend to thefe 
rounds. Sentinels are placed here day and night, who walk about continually, and ex- 
amine if the prifoners make any attempts to efcap#. During the night, four fentinels at a 
time are ftationed on thefe rounds. The officers and ferjeants take their rounds every 
quarter of an hour, and by their qui vive allure themfelves that all the fentinels are awake. 
Each has his appointed inftant of going his rounds. All have pieces of copper num- 
bered and perforated, which they Hide upon a pin, the bafe of which is fixed into the 
bottom of a padlocked box, fuch as is ufed in garrifoned towns. This box is carried 
every meaning to the ftaff-officers, who open it, examine the order of the copper pieces, 
and thereby judge of the exa&nefs or defeat of the rounds. At the fame time an ac- 
count is given to the king's lieutenant and the major of all that has been feen, heardj or 
obferved during the night. All that has pafied wifhin or without is reported, and exw 
a&ly written down. 

Night and day, the fentinel within the caftle rings a bell at every hour, to give notice 
that he is awake. Befides this bell, one is rung on the rounds every quarter of an hour 
in the night-time. Guard is mounted at eleven in the morning. Th£ tattoo is beat at 
nine in the evening in winter, and at ten in fummer. The bridges are drawn up betweenr 
ten and eleven in the evening. All is opened at any hour, when* an order arrives fromi 
die king. ; m\A*{M e>M . kQ& .amlyio'i^ .Lo;- 
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The principal chaplain of the Baftille has a falary of twelve hundred livres. He fays 
mafs every day at nine in the morning. There are two fub- chaplains, who have only four 
hundred livres a year each. They lay mafs only on Sundays and holidays one at ten, 
the other between twelve and one. This laft mafs is properly the governor's 5 the pri- 
foners do not attend it, unlefs they are privileged. Befides the chaplain and fub-chaplains, 
there is a titular confeflbr, who has nine hundred livres a year. The old domeftics who 
have retired, have penfions. 

Thir fortrefs is capable of containing forty prifoners in feparate apartments. When 
they are numerous, they have neceflarily lefs liberty of walking. There are at prefent 
four prifoners for life, who are become more or lefs diftratted. One has been confined 
ever fince the affair of Damien (1757). 

Without die caftle, towards the fuburbs of Saint Ant cine, is a large baftion detached from 
the body of the caftle. This was formerly one of the bulwarks of the ancient entrance of 
Paris. It is planted with trees, and made into a garden. The gate of the way leading to 
it is between the towers dii Trcfor and tie la Comfs. 

On the left of the Baftille is the gate Saint Antoine. This is flanked by a baftion parallel 
to that which is now the caftle garden. 

The lieutenant-general of the police of Paris is the fub-delegate of the miniftry for the 
department of the Baftille. He has under him a titular commifiary, who is called the 
commiflary of the Baftille. He has a fixed falary for drawing up what are called in- 
Jtru3:cns y but he does not do this exclufively. He has no infpe<5tion nor fun&ion but in 
cafes where he receives ordere 5 the reafon of which is, that all that is done in this caftle 
is arbitrary. 

Every prifoner on coming to the Baftille has an inventory made of every thing about 
him. His trunks, clothes, linen, and pockets are fearched, to difcover whether there 
are any papers in them relative to the matter for which he is apprehended. It is not 
ufual to fearch perfons of a certain rank; but they are afked for their knives, razors, 
fciflfors, watches, canes, jewels, and money. After this examination, the prifoner is 
conduced into an apartment where he is locked up within three doors. They who 
have no farvants make their own bed and fire. The hour of dining is eleven 5 and of flip- 
ping, fix. 

At the beginning of their confinement, they have neither books, ink or paper; they go. 
neither to mafs, nor on the walks j they are not allowed to write to any one, not even to 
the lieutenant of the police, on whom all depends, and of whom permiflion muft rrft be 
alked by means of the major, who feldom yc{i\[cs. At firft they go to mafs only every 
other Sunday. When a perfon has obtained leave to write to the lieutenant of the police, 
he may a(k his permiflion to write to his family, and to receive their anfwers; to 
have with him flk fcrvant or an attendant, &c. which requefts are either granted, 
or refufed, according to circumftances. Nothing can be obtained but through this 
channel 
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The officers of the ftafftake the charge of conveying the letters of the prifoners to the; 
police. They are fent regularly at noon and at night: but if they defire it, their letters 
are fent at any hour by expreffes who are paid out of the money of thofe who are confined. 
The anfwers are always addrelfed to the major, who communicates them to the prifoner. 
If no notice is taken of any requeft contained in the letter of the prifoner, it is a refufal. 
The attendants whom they appoint for thofe who are not allowed their own fervants, or 
who have none of their own, are commonly invalid foldiers. Thefe people lie near the 
prifoners, and wait upon them. A perfon ought always to be upon his guard with thefe 
men, as well as with the turnkeys for all his words are noticed, and carried to the officers, 
who report them to the police: it is thus they ftudy the charadters of the prifoners. In 
this cattle, all is myftery, trick, artifice, fnare, and treachery. The officers, attendants, 
turnkeys and valets often attempt to draw a man on to fpeak againft the government, and 
then inform of all. 

Sometimes a prifoner obtains permiflion of having books, his watch, knife, and razors 
and even paper and ink. He may afk to fee the lieutenant of the police when he comes 
to the BaftiUe. This officer commonly caufe3 prifoners to be brought down fome 
days after their arrival. Sometimes he goes to vifit them in their chambers ; efpecially 
the ladies. 

When the lieutenant of the police fees a prifoner, the converfation turns upon the caufe 
of his confinement. He fometimes afks for written and figned declarations. In general, 
as much circumfpedtion ffiould be ufed in thefe conferences, as in the examination itfelf, 
fince nothing that a perfon may have faid or written is forgot. 

When a prifoner wants to tranfmit any thing to the lieutenant of the police, it is always 
by means of the major. Notes may be fent to this officer by die turnkeys. A perfon is 
never anticipated in any thing — he muft afk for every thing ; even for permiflion to be 
fhaved. This office is performed by the furgeon ; who alfo fiirnifhes fick or indifpofcd 
prifoners with fugar, coffee, tea, chocolate, confections, and the neceffary remedies. 

The time for walking is an hour a day ; fometimes an hour in the morning, and an hour 
in the ewning, in the great court. 

A prifoner may be interrogated a few days after his entrance into the Baflille; but fre- 
quently this is not done till after fome weeks. Sometimes he is previoufly informed of the 
day when this is to be done often he is only acquainted with it the moment he is brought 
down to the council- chamber. This commiffion of interrogatory is executed by the lieu- 
tenant of the police, a councilor of ftate, a mafter of requefts, a counfellor or a com- 
miffioner of the Cbdtelet. When the lieutenant of the police does not himfelf interrogate, 
he ufually comes 'at the end of the examination. 

Thefe commiffioners are purely paflive beings. Frequently they attempt to frighten 
a prifoner: they lay fnares for him, and employ the meaneft artifices to get a con- 
feflion from him. They pretend proofs, exhibit papers without fuffering him to read 
them, aflerting that they are inftruments of unavoidable convidtion. Their interro- 
gatories 
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gatories are always vague. They turn not only on the prifoner's words and a&ions, 
but on his moft fecret thoughts, and on the difcourfe and conduft of perfons of his ac- 
quaintance whom it is wifhed to bring into queftion. 

The examiners tell a prifoner that his life is at ftake r w that this day his fate depends 
upon himfelf ; that if he will make a fair declaration, they are authorifed to promife him a 
fpeedy releafe, but if he refufes to confefs, he will be given up to a jpecial commiffion ; 
that they are in poflefTion of decifive documents, of authentic proofs, more than fufficient 
to ruin him j that his accomplices have difcovered alh that die government has unknown 
reiburces of which he can have no fufpicion. They fatigue prifoners by varied and in- 
finitely multiplied interrogatories. According to the perfons, they employ promifes, 
cardies, and menaces. Sometimes they ufe infults, and treat the unhappy fufferers with 
an infolence that fills up the meafure of that tyranny of which they are the bafe 
inftruments. 

If the prifoner makes the required confeffion, the commiflioners then tell him that 
they have no precife authority for his enlargement, but that they have every reafon to 
cxpeft it; that they are going to folicit it, *&c. The prifoner's confeffions, far from 
bettering his condition, give occafion to new interrogatories, often lengthen his confine- 
ment, draw in the perfons with whom he has had connexions, and expofe himfelf to new 
vexations. 

In certain cafes, the tnftruEIions are drawn up by commiflioners of the parliament, who 
hold their feffions at the Hotel du Gouvernement> or at the arfenal. They never enter the 
infide of the Baftille. The difference which the miniftry make between them, and the 
members of the council, or of the Cbdtekt, is, that the latter are RoyaUfts, the others 
Parliamentarians. The royalifts only are admitted within thefe precinfts; the others 
never fet their foot in them, 

Prifoners never receive any vifits from perfons without, till the inftruRion is completed. 
In order to obtain this favour after the interrogatories, it mufl be requefted with impor- 
tunity and perfeverance, and mufl: be folicited by powerful friends without. A prifoner may 
afk for a longer time for walking, the privilege of walking on the towers or in the 
garden, of reading the newfpapers and journals, of being affociated with perfons of their 
acquaintance, if there are any confined, and being allowed to eat and walk together. For 
all thefe, petitions muft be written to the lieutenant of the police, and the governor. 
Many perfons confined on account of the affairs of Canada, had permiffion to fee each 
other. During the time of walking in the garden or on the towers, prifoners are always 
accompanied by under-officers of the invalids. Even the ftaff-officers often accompany 
thofe of a certain rank. In winter, they have them brought into the hall where they 
ufually fit, and fometimes vifit them in their chambers. The governor alfo vifits 
prifoners, efpecially when they are recommended to him. Conventions with all thefe 
officers ought to be well guarded, fince every thing is obferved and told. 

3 Y Great 
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Great precautions are taken to prevent prifoners from perceiving or meeting each otheiv 
or being fcen by Grangers who are admitted to vifitany one. If during the time of walking 
in the court any perfon happens to pafs through, the prifoner is taken into one of the clofets 
on the level with the court, aad not.fuffered to leave it till the perfon is gone. Prifoners 
are always locked up while in their chambers. The doors are opened only, at the hours of 
inafsj of walking, or of vifiting i and they are (hut immediately after. 

In order to vifit a prifoner, a written permiflion muft be had from the lieutenant of the* 
police. This is commonly in a letter addreffed to the king's lieutenant, or the major. 
The number and duration of the vifits are always fixed in it. Thele vtfits are always re- 
ceived in prefence of the officers or turnkeys, that the prifoners may fay>or hear nothing 
interefting. The vifitor is on one fide of the chamber;, the perfon vifited, on the other* 
and the officer or turnkey, in the middle. This is the invariable rule. It is never per- 
mitted to fpeak of the caufe of a prifoner's confinement^or of any thing which may have 
any relation to it. 

For a prifoner to, receive vifits without witnefies, a permiflion from the minifter and 
the lieutenant of the police is requifite, which is fcarcely ever obtained. The officers of 
the ftaff are entirely fubordinate : they can grant a prifoner nothing without the exprefs 
authority of the minifter, through the lieutenant of the police. Every day the major 
gives an account in writing to the lieutenant of the police, of the ftate of the prifoners, of 
the vifits they have received, pf every thing important that has been faid, heard, or done, 
in the caftle. 

Although there are rules for all. occafions, yet every thing is fubjeft to exceptions 
arifing from influence, recommendations, protection, intrigue, &c. becaufe the firft prin- 
ciple in this place is arbitrary will. Very, frequently, perfons confined on the fame ac- 
count are treated very differently, according as their recommendations are more or lefe 
confiderable. 

There is a library, founded by a foreign prifoner who died in the Baftille at the begin- 
ning of the prefent century. Some prifoners obtain leave to go to it j others, to have the 
books carried to their chambers. 

The faffeft things are told the prifoners with an air of fincerity and concern. " It is 
c very unfortunate that the king has been prejudiced againft you. His majefty cannot 
fC hear your name mentioned without being irritated. The affair for which you have bit 
« your liberty is only a pretext— they had defigns againft you before— you have powerful. 
" enemies." Thefe difcourfes are the etiquette of the place. 

It would be in vain for a prifoner to a(k leave to write to the king— he can never 
obtain it. 

The perpetual and moft infupportable torment of tliis cruel and odious inquifition, 
are va^ue, indeterminate, falfe or equivocal promifes, inexhauftible andconftantly deceitful 
hopes of a fpeedy releafe, exhortations to patience, and blind conjectures, of which the 
lieutenant of the police and officers are very .lavifh. 

3 To 
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To cover die odium of the barbarities exercifed here, and flackcn the zeal of rations 
or patrons, the moft abfurd and contradictory flanders againft a .prifoncr are frequently 
pubhfhed. The true caufes of imprifonment, and real obftacles to releafe, are concealed. 
Thefe refources, which are infinitely varied, are inexhauftible. 

There is a great clofet, filled with very large prefles, divided into cafes, ticketted 
with the numbers of all the apartments of the caftle. The effects of each prifoncr are 
depofited in the cafe correfponding to the number of his chamber. 

At the arrival of each prifoner, there is entered in a book his name and Tank, the 
number of the apartment he is to occupy, and the catalogue of his effefts depofited in the 
cafe of the fame number. The book is then prefented to the prifoner to fign. 

The book of difcharge contains the form of an oath and proteftation of fubmiffion, 
refpeft, fidelity, love, and gratitude to the king; an affurancc that the actions which have 
brought the prifoncr into trouble were the effect of error alone ; an acknowledgment of 
thanks that his majefty has not delivered him to commijjioners extraordinary, and a promife 
to reveal nothing that he has feen or heard during his abode in the Baftille. This form, 
which every prifoner is obliged to fign before his difmiflion, contains alfo a receipt for 
his jewels, money, and other cffefts. 

A third book in fheets contains the names of all the prifoners, and the rate of their 
^xpence. A copy of this book paffes every month 'under the minifter's infpe&ion. 

The account of the particulars of the daily expence is only for the eyes of the governor, 
and the matter cook his fteward : the major does not infpedl it. 

The fourch book is an immenfe folio, or rather a feries of loofe fheets, which aug- 
ments every day. Thefe fheets are contained in a very large port-folio of morocco* 
with a lock and key, which is befides enclofed in a double pafteboard cafe. They are 
divided into columns, each having printed titles. 

Column 1. Names and ranks of prifoners. 

II. Dates of prifoners' arrival at the caftle. 

III. Names of fecretaries of ftate who have iffued the orders. 

IV. Dates of prifoners' difcharge. 

V. Names of fecretaries of ftate who have figned orders for reieafe. 

VI. Caufes of the confinement of prifoners. 
VII. Obftrvations and remarks. 

The major fills the fixth column according to the information he may have, and the 
lieutenant of the police gives him instructions when he pleafes, and how he pleafes. The 
ftventh column contains an hiftorical relation of the actions, characters, lives, manners, 
and ends of prifoners, Thefe two columns are a kind of frcrct memoirs, the matter 
and truth of which depend on the juft or falle judgment, the good or bad inclina- 
tion, of the major and the king's commifiary. Many prifoners have jio note under 
ihtfe columns, 

,lYa r This 
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This book is the invention of the Sieur Chevalier, prefent major, who has had the 
charge of writing the fecret hiftory of this caftle from its foundation. He has gone as 
high as the difcoveries he could make from the repofitory of the archives- When a 
ftjeet is finifhed, it enters this repofitory, where all is preferred for pofterity. There is 
a keeper of the archives appointed. 

Further, in a regifter are colle&ed all the orders ever given and addreffed to the go- 
vernor of the Baftille, all letters from minifters and from the police. The collection is 
made with care, and eveiy thing may be found when wanted. 

As foon as a prifoner is conduced to the Baftille, the minifter who has figned the order, 
and the king's commiflary, are informed by the major of his arrival. In many cafes, this 
officer is before-hand apprized of the arrival of prifoners. Often a particular letter from 
the king's commiflary delivers in a prifoner by anticipation, and he afterwards fends the 
king's order to the major, who punctually returns him his letter. 

When a prifoner who is known and protefted has entirely loft his health, and his 
life is thought in danger, he is always fent out. The miniftry do not choofe that perfons 
well known ftiould die in the Baftille *. If a prifoner does die there, he is interred in 
the parifti of St. Paul, under the name of a domeftic; and this falfity is written in the 
regifter of deaths, in order to deceive pofterity. There is another regifter in which 
the true names of the deceafed are entered ; but it is not without great difficulty that ex- 
tracts can be procured from it. The commiflary of the Baftille muft firft be informed of 
the ufe the family intends to make of the extradt. 

There are in this caftle large magazines, called the depots. In thefe are locked up 
books which have been feized, or the publication of which is flopped. 

Whenever the king's commiflary (lieutenant of the police) or a minifter enters the 
caftle of the Baftille, the guard makes a lane for him, and falutes, and the great gates are 
opened. The fame ceremonial is obferved towards the marftials of France. Thefe laft 
alone can enter the caftle with their fwords on. The dukes and peers have pretended a 
right to the fame diftinCtion. The Alemoire des Pre/idem a Mcrtkr du Parlemmt de Paris 
prefented to the regent duke of Orleans in 1717, makes mention of it. 

No carriages are admitted into the interior part of the caftle, but luch as bring pri- 
foners, or take them away to other caftles or priions. 

M. de Rennevilk f, who was confined in the Baftille eleven years and a month, left it 
1 6th June 17 13, and retired to England, where he compofed two volumes entitled,. 

V Inquifition 

• Some prifoflers have perilhed in the Baftille by fecret methods; but inftances of this are rare. 

f Rene Augufte Conftantin de Rennevilk, the youngeft of twelve brothers, all military men, feven of 
whom had been killed in battles for their country, was born at Caen, of a family of diftinclion originally 
from the province of Anjou. After having ferved in quality of an officer, he was fent to feveral foreign 
coturtf to rvegociate affairs of importance. On his return to France, he was firft commiflary to M, de Cha- 
4 millard, 
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Uhquifition Franfoife } ou Hifioire de la Bajlille. His book was dedicated to George L 
king of England, Thefe two volumes were printed in twelves, by Stephen Roger at 
Amfterdam, in 17 15, and were tranQated into Englilh and Flemifh. This interefting 
work is become very rare. It contains the hiftory of different prifoners with whom 
M. de Renneville had occafion to be acquainted, during his long abode in this 
caftle. The defcription he gives of places is conformable to the accounts juft given ; 
but the regulations of this horrible inquifition have been changed fince the beginning of 
this century, 

millard. Secret enemies fucceeded in rendering him fufpe&ed, and be was fhut up In the Bajlille. Although 
no charge was found againft him, he was however confined eleven years and a month (from May 16, 1702, 
to June 16, 1 7 13.) He affirms that he could never difcover the caufe of his imprifonment. On his arrival 
at the caftle, he was confined in the firft chamber of the Tour du Coin, where Henry de Montmorency duke 
of Luxemburgh, and the marlhals Biron and Baflbmpierre had been lodged* It was in the fame chamber 
that M. le Maitre-de Saci, put in the Baftille May 14, t666 (where he was kept for two years) wrote the 
greateft part of his tranflation of the Bible. M. de Renneville cultivated polite literature and poetry. His 
hiftory i» interfperfed with fragments, which the beft poets of his time would not difavow. 
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harles de Gontault duke of Biron, peer, admiral, and marftial of France, governs 
of Breft, though Loaded with favours by Henry IV, treated with die enemies of the -ftatc 
(the Spaniards, and the duke of Savoy), who flattered him with the promifeof the dutchy 
of Burgundy erefted into a fovefeignty, and Fr^nche-Comte, as a dowiy with a daughter 
of the king of Spain, or of the duke of Savoy. Henry IV. having difcovered the con- 
fpiracy, fpoke of it to Biron, who denied his crime with obftinacy. The parliament of 
Paris drew up his procefs. He was found guilty of high treafon againft his country and 
"his fovereign, and was condemned by an arret of zyxh July 1602, to lofe his head* 
which was put in execution the 31ft of the fame month, in the inner court of the Baftille. 
The iron hooks which held his fcaffbld are ftill in the walls. It was fo contrived, that 
he walked to it on a platform from his chamber. He was but forty years of age at his 
death 3 and was interred in the parilh of St. Paul. There are manufcript copies of the 
T rial of Charles de Gontault due de Biron, in the royal library, and in thofe of St. Ger- 
main-des Pres, and of the city of Paris. 



11. 

Francis de Baflbmpierre, marfhal of France, born April 2, 1579, always fignalized 
himfelf by his valour and good conduct. His high reputation giving umbrage to cardi- 
nal Richlieu, this minifter caufed him to be (hut up in the Baflille, Feb, 25, 163 1. 
Baflbmpierre did nqf recover his liberty till January 19, 1643, at die end of twelve 

years, after the death of his enemy. He compofed his Memoirs in prilbn, and died 

: « » a J c 
in 1 040. 

33^ r Io> sib no 3d§J« J£ b*i)oq «*d ifoifiw t »n3V gmwoiioi ow 
III. 

In 1674, the baggage of Louis chevalier de Rohan, grand huntfman of Frafice, 
having been taken and rummaged in a flcirmilh, fome letters were found which caufed a 
fufpicion that he had treated with the Englifh for the furrendcr of Havre-de Grace. He 
was arretted and put into the Baftillc The Sieur de la Tuanderie, his agent, concealed,- 

himfelf; 
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Kimfelf. The proof was not fufficient. A commiffion was named to proceed againft the 
accufed for treafon. La Tuanderie was difcovered at Rouen: an attempt was made to 
arreft him, but he tired on the affailants, and obliged them to kill him on the fpot. Per- 
fons attached to the chevalier de Rohan went every evening round the Baitille, crying 
through a fpeaking trumpet, La T* uanderie is dead, and has Jaid nothing \ but the chevalier 
did not hear them. The comraiflfioners, not being able to get any thing from hiihj told 
him, <f that the king knew all ; that they had proofs, but only wilhed for his own con- 
c< feflion ; and that they were authorifed to promife him pardon if he would declare the 
rf truth." The chevalier, too credulous, confefled the whole. Then the perfidious 
commiflioners changed their language. They faid, <f that with, refpett to the pardon, 
<c they could not anfwer for it, but that they had hopes of obtaining it, and would go 
cf and folicit it." This they troubled themfelves lLttle about, and condemned the cri- 
minal to lofe his head. He was condu&ed on a platform to die fcaffold, by means of a 
gallery raifed to the height of the window of the armoury in the arfenal, which looks 
towards the little fquare at the end of the riie des Tournelles. He was beheaded on No- 
vember 27th, 1674. His trial is in the royal library. See alfb Memoir es da Marquis <k' 
Beauveaiiy Colog. 1688. p. 407^ 

IV. 

The jefuits of the college of Clermont, in the riie St. Jaquef y Paris, having, this fame' 
year (1674) invited the king (Louis XIV.) to honour with his prefence a tragedy to be 
performed by their fcholars, that prince accepted the invitation. Thefe able courtiers 
took care to infert in the piece feveral ftrokes of flattery, with which the monarch, 
greedy of fuch incenfe, was greatly pleafed. When the redtorof the college was con- 
ducting the king home, a nobleman in the train applauded the fuccefs of the tragedy. 
Louis faid, " Do you wonder at it ? this is my college" The jefuits did not lofe a word 
of this. The very fame night they got engraved in large golden letters on black marble, 
Collegium Ludovici Magni y inftead of the former infeription which was placed beneath the 
name of Jefus on the principal gate of the college ( CollegiumClam^ntanumSocietatis Jejus) ; 
and in the morning the new infeription was put up in place of the old one. A young fcholar 
of quality, aged thirteen, who was witnefs to the zeal of the reverend, fathers,, made the 
two following verfes, which he potted up at night on the college gate. 

Abjlulit bine Jefum^ pofuitque injigtiia Regis 
Impia gens : ahum non colit ilia Deum* 

The jefuits did not fail to cry out Jacrilege: the young author was difcovered, taken 
up, and put into the Baftille. The implacable fociety cauled him, as a matter of favour* 
to be condemned to perpetual imprifonment ; ajid he was transferred to the citadel of the 
iile Sainte Marguerite. Several years after, he was brought back to the Baftille. In 



HISTORICAL REMARKS AND ANECDOTES 



1705, he had been a prifoner thirty-one years. Having become heir to all his family, 
who polTefled great property, the jefuit Riquelet, then confefibr of the Baftille, remon- 
ftrated to his brethren on the neceflity of reftoring the prifoner to liberty. The golden 
fliower which forced the tower of T)anae> had the fame efFedt on the caftle of the Baftille. 
The jefuits made a merit with the prifoner of the protection they granted him; and this 
man of rank, whofe family would have become extinft without the aid of the fociety, 
did not fail to give them extenfive proofs of his gratitude. M. de Rennevilles Preface ; 
p. 46 — 48. 

The famous Baftille prifoner, known by the name of the man in the iron ma/k, was 
lodged in the chamber called the third Bertaudiere. Nothing was refufed him that he 
nfked for : he had die choiceft food i and the governor never fat down in his prefence. 
He was obliged always to wear an iron mafk ; and was forbidden on pain of death to 
tfiake himfelf known, Thefe circumftances have given rife to various conjectures. The 
author of the Memoires Jecrets -pour Jervir a VHiJloire de Perfe pretends that the Count de 
Vermandois, natural fon of Louis XIV. and Mademoifelle de la Valiere, and greatly 
beloved by his father; nearly of the fame age with the dauphin, but of a character veiy 
oppofite to his ; had forgot himfelf fo far one day, as to give the dauphin a box on die 
ear — that this a&ion becoming public, the king had fent him to the army, and given 
orders to a confidant foon after his arrival to fpread a report that he was feized with the 
plague, in order to keep people from him, and afterwards to report him as dead ; and 
while a Iplendid funeral was made for him in the fight of die whole army, to condudt 
him with the utmoft fecrecy to the citadel of the ifle Sainte Marguerite ; which was done 
— that the Count de Vermandois was releafed from this citadel only to be removed to 
the Baftille (in 1700) when Louis XIV. gave the government of this caftle to St. Mars, 
commandant of the ifle, as a return for his fidelity. The fame audior adds, that the 
Count de. Vermandois one day engraved his name on the bottom of a plate with the 
point of a knife — that a domeftic having difcovered it, thought to make his court and 
obtain a reward by carrying the plate to the commandant — but that the poor wretch 
was deceived i for they got rid of him immediately, in order to prevent the fecret from 
being divulged. Although thefe Secret Memoirs had been publifhed nine years before the 
firft edition of UHiJioire du Steele de Louis XIV. as M. Clement remarks *, yet M. de 
Voltaire has advanced that all the hiftorians who wrote before him were ignorant of this 
faft. He relates it fomewhat differently, without naming the Count de Vermandois. 
He fays, that the Marquis de Louvois paying a vifit to this unknown prifoner at the ifle 

* la cinj Annies Literaires, Lettre XCIX. du 1 Mai 1752, Tom. II. 

Saint* 
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Saint e Marguerite, fpoke to him ftanding, and in a manner demonftrative of refpeft — that 
he died at the Baftille in 1704, and was interred at night in the parifh of St. Paul. 

The author of the Phillrppics (M. de la Grange-Chancel) in his Lettre a M. Freron, 
pretends that this prifoner was the Duke of Beaufort, who was faid to have been killed 
at the fiege of Candy, and whofe body could not be found. The caufe of the duke's 
imprifonment, he fuppofes to have been his reftkfs fpirit, the part he took in the tu- 
mults at Paris in the time of the Fronde, and his oppofition, as admiral, to the defigns 
of the minifter Colbert in the marine department. 

M. Polillain-de Saintfoy combats all thefe opinions refpefting the man in the iron mafk\ 
He places ftill later the time of the confinement of this prifoner to the citadel of the ifle 
Sainte Marguerite, which M. de Voltaire has fixed at 1661, M. de la Grange -Chancel at 
1669, and the author of the Memoir es Secrets at the end of 1683. M. de Saintfoy af- 
fures us, that this unknown prifoner was the Duke of Monmouth, fon of Charles IL 
king of England, and Lucy Walters ; who after forming a party in Dorfetfhire where 
he was proclaimed king, and attacking the royal army, was defeated, taken, and brought 
to London, where he was confined in the Tower, and condemned to be beheaded on 
July 15, 1685. This writer adds, that a report was current at the time, that an officer 
in the duke of Monmouth's army, extremely like him in perfon, who was made prifoner 
along with him, had the courage to fuffer in his Head. He cites Mr. Hume, and die 
jdmonrs of Charles II and James II kings of England ; and remarks, in order to give 
credit to his opinion^ that James II. having reafon to fear fome revolution which might 
reftore the duke of Monmouth to liberty, thought that though he fhould grant him his 
life, he might do it without hazard by fending him into France. 

The jefuit Henry Griffey who was a long time confefiTor to the prifoners in the Baf- 
tille *, who had turned over all the moft fecret papers of the archives of this caftle, nnd 
had doubtlefs feen the mortuary regifter which is kept in this depofitary, has written a 
very folid Dijfertation on this hiftorical problem. This jefuit does not aiTert that the man 
m the iron majk was the Count de Vermandois, but he collefts many probable reafons in 
favour of this opinion j and his fufFrage in this matter appears of great weight. 

VI. 

The depefitary in the Baftille contains many trunks of papers of the late Duke of 
Vendome f> which relate to his hiftory, and that of the wars of Spain, Italy, and Flan- 
ders, 

• The jefuits, after becoming confeflbrs to kings, did not fail to place Wfe of their fraternity in the pod 
of confeflbr to the Baftille. This oflice, of little importance in other hands, was in theirs a means of making 
difcoveries which entered into the profound views of their infernal policy. Thus it became hereditary in 
their focicty. 

f Louis Jofeph due de Vendome, de Mercceur, d'Etampes, & de Penthiyvre, general of the galleys 
mmji fi lit fill il^ and governor o£ Provence, born July 30, 1654, was viceroy, and generaliffimo of the 
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ders. Thefe were taken from his natural fon, who was his legatee, and who being fur- 
petted of having compofed the pamphlet entitled Les trots Maries (les trots Maillys) was 
fhut up firft in the Baftille, and afterwards removed to Vincennes, where he died. 
Thefe papers are kept in a moift place, where they will in a fhort time be decayed or 
worm-eaten, and pofterity will be deprived of thefe precious materials, which are the 
only ones of their kind, 



VII. 

The Sieur Vaillant, a virtuous prieft, but, unfortunately for himfelf, an appellant from 
the too famous bulky was kept in the Baftille from 1728 to 173 1 and was imprifoned 
there again in 1734. Some enthufiaftical or deluded perfons published that <c this prieft 
cc was the prophet Elias, lately defcended from heaven — that he was in the Baftille, but 
" would be miraculouQy delivered from it, and would be put to death/' Thefe people 
were called Valliantijls. The vexations he was made to undergo, and his aufterities, 
had heated his brain. For fome time he thought himfelf really the prophet Elias. He 
expetted to fee himfelf one day carried off in a fiery whirlwind - y and plainly declared as 
much to the ftaff-officers. On January 26, 1739, ^* 1S chimney took fire, and he ima- 
gined himfelf at the inftant of his tranflation ; but the fire was extinguifhed, and he re-* 
mained under lock and key as before. He then thought himfelf obliged to declare 
very fcrioufly in writing to the Sieur Herault, lieutenant of the police, that " he, Vail- 
lant, was in no fenfe the prophet Elias ; that he did not reprefent him, nor had even any 
miflion to announce him, or to att or fpeak in his name." Long folitude had impaired 
his faculties. Having entered the chapel one Sunday to hear mafs, he took pofleflion of 
the decorations, put on the albe and chafuble, and began mafs. Help was called for. 
The major comes, and tries to interrupt the prieft, who goes on : the major oppofes— 
the prieft refifts — and the two champions feize each other by the collar. This fcene for 
ever deprived the prifoner of the liberty of attending mafs. He was afterwards removed 
to Vincenjies, where he died 

VIII. 

Count Lally was near three years in the Baftille. He was of a violent temper. One 
of his favourite fentiments was, " that he knew no pleafure fweeter than that of revenge, 

armies of Catalonia and Spain from J685 to the beginning of this century. In 1702, he was removed to the 
command of the armies in Italy, where he beat prince Eugene and the Imperials ; and in 1707, he made a 
campaign in Flanders. He returned three years afterwards into Spain, where he died at Vinaros, June n, 
17 12. This man, famous for his military exploits, who was great -grandfon to Henry IV. left no other iflue 
than a natural fon, whom he made his legatee. 

> 

which 
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"Which was truly the pleafure of gods." He faid, " the parliament will judge me ac- 
cording to the greateft rigour of die laws, but the king will fhew me favour, and will 
commute my punilhment." He was permitted to have a fecretary, whom he made 
wretched by his conftant harfhne r s. One day, this fecretary, having perceived in the 
great court a mafs of coagulated blood, which had been thrown there through negli- 
gence after a perfon had been blooded, was leized with a fit of terror, thought himMf 
on the point of being executed, and loft his fenfes. He was removed to Charenton. 

The major of the Baftille had orders to condudt Count Lally to the palace for the laft 
examination. The firft prefident ordered this officer to take from him the ribband of 
his order, and the other marks of his dignity. He refufed, and it was done by the tip- 
ftaffs. When the Count was brought back to the Baftille, the liberty of walking and 
vifiting was taken from him. The officers relieved each other in attendance upon him. 
His fentence was not put in execution till three or four days after it had been pro- 
nounced. During this time, his relations drove about in a carriage towards the gate St 
Antoim> and made fignals before his window for him to cut his throat ; but the prifoner, 
concentrated in himfelf, never call his eyes that way, and thus left the hangman to do 
what he would otherwife have prevented him in. The major had in charge to cany 
him back to the Conciergerie, and to fpend in his chamber the night of horror preceding 
his execution. There he was reconciled to this officer, for whom he had conceived an 
averfion. The next day, M. Pafquier, counfellor to the parliament, faid to him, <f the 
<c king is full of goodnels, and will certainly ftiew favour to you, if you will declare 
*' what you know concerning your two accomplices, &x\" Lally upon this flew into a 
rage, treated M. Pafquier as a traitor, poured out the grofleft abufe againft him, and ut- 
tered the moft horrible imprecations and blafphemies. The magiftrate ordered that he 
Ihould be gagged. Soon after, the confeflbr came, and the gag was taken out. He 
appeared to recoiled himfelf, drew out a pair of compafles which he had concealed, 
and preffed ftrongly upon them, with the intent of deftroying himfelf. On being per- 
ceived, he was difarmed; when he faid with an execration, " I have miffed my blow." 
The furgeon found the wound very flight. At length he compofed himfelf and was 
confefled. He was executed in May 1766. 

Count Lally's family had colle&ed all the circumftances of the execution of the Duke 
of Biron, and in vain foliated the repetition of them. The family was lefs earned to 
fave the perfon of the criminal, than to recover the immenfe fums he had remitted to 
England. 

M. de Voltaire has lately publifhed Fragment fur VInde> in which he re -judges before 
his own tribunal the caufe of Count Lally, in order to cenfure the arret which con- 
demned him. We behold with a contempt mixed with indignation, that this old man, 
who boafts of loving the truth beyond every thing, and who gives the moft fecret in- 
formations on the trial, as if he had ken the moft circumftantial memorials, has only 
a touched 
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touched upon the pleas offered by the condemned party in his juftification. This is 
fufficient to give M. de Voltaire a handle for declaiming againft the parliament of Paris, 
and for reproaching them at random with occurrences of two hundred years Handing, 
even as far back as the arret in favour of Ariftotle.\ without having the good fenfe to re- 
ftcft, that all honeft minds would revolt againft that iniquitous baienefs, which takes ad- 
vantage of the difperfion and exile of this body, the viiftims of their patriotifm, in order 
to infult them without lhame. This is indeed the afs's kick, according to the remark, 
of the Gazette Literaire dc T Europe, for the year 1773. 



FINIS. 



